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Abrotanum for chilblains, 412 
Absinth, toxic action of exhalations of, 

484 

Acarus scabiei, general irritation 
caused by one, 343 

Acetic acid in cancer, 161^^2 , 

Aconite in cancer, 503; collapse, 503 1 
Aconitine , failure to poison an ele¬ 
phant by, 249 

Actinomycosis, iod. of pot. in, 366 
Addison’s disease, cause of, 189 
Adrenalin in hyperemia, 57 
Advertising by eminent physicians, 1 
395 | 

Advertising medical books, Dr. C. 

Black on, 7, 517; Dr. Clarke on, 518 I 
.E thus a for vomiting in infants, 561 
African fever, Dr. J. W. Hayward on, 
40, 105, 107 

Aloohol, a bacterium in, 342; in 
cancer, 163, 483, 535; toxic action 
of exhalations of, 484 
Alexander, Dr., on hupericum in 
spasmodic spinal paralysis, 37 
Allopathic ignorance, 433 
Allopathy and homeopathy, relations 
between, 434; deadly, 441 
Alnus glutinosus in rheumatism, 490 
Aloe in incontinence of urine, 106 
Alumina in leuoorrhea, 561 
Amaurosis, filix mas causes, 364 
Ammonia , picrate of, causes jaundice, 
381 

Anal fistula, collodion in, 42 
Anthrax, inoculation for, Mr. Collin- 
aon on, 106 

Antimonium crudum in persistent j 
vomiting, 112 

Antipyrin , poisonous action of, 151; | 
or influenza, 202; death from, 343 i 
Apis, edema of, 24; in rhus poison¬ 
ing, 67; a proving of, 391 
Apocunum in uterine tumour, 504 
Apothecaries’ Hall, Irish, and the 
General Medical Council, 193 
A^endicitis, operating craze about, 

Arborivital medicine, by Dr. Cooper, 
488, 539 

Arbutus andrachne in rheumatism, 
488 

Argentum nitr. for hemorrhoids, 46; 
in amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, 
209; in swelled testicle, 567 
Arsenic in scarlet fever, 127; poisoning 
by, 233; paralysis caused oy, 558 
Arsenical affections of skin, 24 | 

Arsenite of copper as a remedy, Mr. j 
Kopp on, 78 

Asthma, coca in, 167; caused by 
quinine , 458; with albuminuria 
stannum in, 207 


Astrology and therapeutics, 422 
Ataxia, locomotor, iodoform and, 365 
Atropin in enuresis, 26; poisoning by, 
231, 232; in gastric uloer, 292 
Attenuation and dose, 545 
Aurum in corneal ulcer, 38; indica¬ 
tion for, 69 
A vaine , 286 
Avenin, 562 

Bacillinum, by Dr. Ussber, 164 
Banana cure, the, 478 
Barbados, homeo. practitioners in, 103 
Barium chloride, poisoning by, 189 
Baryta carbonica , mental symptoms 
of, 297 

Beatson, Dr., treatment of inoperable 
carcinoma, by, 309 

Bell, Dr., Homeopathic Therapeutics 
of Diarrhea, by, 375 
Belladonna in bronchitis, 58; poison¬ 
ing by, 232; in exophthalmic goitre, 
365 ; in pneumonia, 504 
Benzoic acid in strong-smelling urine, 
330 

Berberis as a cosmetic, 295; symp¬ 
toms of, 363 

Berghe, Dr. S. van den, removal to 
Ghent, 181 

Birmingham H. Hospital, 177, 533 
Bites and stings, acquired immunity 
from, 210, 393 

Black, Dr. Campbell, The Medical 
Environment, by, 6; on medical 
education, 204; expulsion from his 
chair, 369, 381; testimonial to, 426 
Bladder catarrh, stigmata maydis in, 
243 

Blake, Dr., on cardiac arrhythmia, 88 
Boenninghausen’s Pocket-book, 104 ; 

letter from publishers about, 140 
Boericke, Dr., A Compend of the Prin¬ 
ciples of Homeopathy, by, 181 
Bojanus, Dr. Carl, death of, 382 
Boric acid, action on skin of, 70 
Borax in galactorrhea, 119; in 
diarrhea of infants, 483 
Bournemouth, Hahnemann Conva¬ 
lescent Home 226, 533 
Bovista in itching of coccyx, 118 
Brain disease, Dr. Goldsbrough and 
Mr. D. Wright on, 556 
Brasol, Dr., Hahnemann by, 136 
Breast, distant origin of tumours of, 
308 

British Homeopathic Society, meet¬ 
ings of, 37, 88, 128, 174, 223, 266, 
318, 556; annual assembly of, 367 
Bronchitis, bell, in, 58 
Bruce, Dr. Mitchell, on rapid change 
in treatment, 2 

Brunton, Dr., cries “peccavi,” 394 
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Bade, climate of, 143 
Bulimia, medicines for, 119 
Ballons dermatitis from quinine, 458 
Bun, Dr. Van den, Homeopathic 
Materia Medica , by, 91 
Burial, premature, by Mr. Tebb, 374 
Burnett, D., Organ Diseases of Wo¬ 
men , 179; Fifty Reasons, by, 238 
Burns, new treatment of, 334 
Bursa pastoris and uric acid, 68 
Burt, Dr. W. H., death of, 184 

CAiBD,Mona, on the Prince of Wales’s 
Hospital Scheme, 186 
Calcarea in megrim, 413 
Calc, fiuor. in osteal diseases, 25 
Calcutta Homeopathic School, 268 
Cameron, Mr. Hugh, death of, 522 
Camphor as an antigalactogogue, 560 
Cancer, chelid. in, 54,150; cinnamon 
in, 68; curability of, by Dr. Clarke, 
59,167, 250,808; acetic acid in, 161, 
162; alcohol in, 163, 483, 535 ; graft¬ 
ing, 247; iodides in, 250; aconite 
in, 603 

Capsicum in hemoptysis, 565 
Carbolic acid in cholera and diabe¬ 
tes, 207; poisoning by, 233, 499; in 
tetanus, 343; gangrene caused by, 
485 

toxic effects of, 499 
Carbon disulphide , poisoning by, 365 
Cardiac sensations, 36 
Cardiac arhythmia, Dr. Blake on, 88 
Cartier, Dr., on the viruses of tuber¬ 
culosis in homeopathic therapeu¬ 
tics, 268 

Caspar Hauser, case of, 443, 481 
Ceanothus in enlarged spleen, 414 
Cerebro-spinal meningitis, cimicif . 
in, 235 

Cercfolius in dropsy, 647 
Charcoal , poisonous effects of, 230 
Charter , the New , 181 
Chelidonium as a cancer remedy, 53, 
160; in rheumatism, 208 
Chenopodium , action on ear of, 295 
Chilblains, abrotanum in, 412 
China, a doctor wanted for, 286 
Chloroform, Koenig-Maas method of 
restoring apparently dead from, 334 
Cholera, carb. ac. in, 206 
Cholesterine in vitreous opacities, 98 
Cicuta virosa in convulsions, by Dr 
A. Croucher, 405 

Cimicifuaa in cerebro spinal menin¬ 
gitis, 235 

Cinnamon for cancer, 68 
Clarke, Dr. J. H., Heart Repertory, by, 
26, 237 ; curability of cancer, by, 59, 
167, 260, 268 ; on vaccininum , 169; 
hemorrhoids and constipation, by, 
236 

Coca in diabetes, 67; in asthma, 167 


Cocaine , warm solutions of, 334; 

hallucinationsJ365; death from, 391 
Coccyx, itching of, bovista in, 118 
Cockburn, Dr. John, death of, 94 
Coffee blindness, 536 
Collapse, aconite in, 503 
Collinsonia in cardiac disorders, 511 
Collodion in piles, 8; in anal fistula, 42 
Congress, British Homeopathic. 415, 
464; President’s address at, 433 
Congress , Transactions of Interna¬ 
tional Homeopathic , 1896, 185; Dr. 
Hughes appeals for funds for, 139 
Conium in headache, 243 
Constipation, hjc. in, 169; op. in, 381 
Consultations with homeopaths, 4 
Consumption , Permanence of Cure of, 
by Dr. Morrison, 138 
Convulsions, gelsemium in, 601 
Cooper, Dr., Serious Diseases saved 
from Operations by, 179; on Sym¬ 
phytum, 403 ; on chronic deafness, 
9; on ferr. pic., 117; on mag. carb. 
in ear affections, 263; on arborivi¬ 
tal medicine, 488, 539 
Copper in small-pox, 566 
Cornea, ulcer of, aurum in, 38 
Cough, lip. mex. for, 185; of dros., 188 
Council, General Medical, 194 
Cratagus oxyacantha , cardiac action 
of, 243; a neart remedy, 360 
Croton tiglium in proctalgia, 509 
Croucher, Dr. A., on cicuta in convul¬ 
sions, 405 

Croydon Horn. Dispensary, 131 
Cundurango in breast tumours, 561 

Deafness, chronic, Dr. R. Cooper on, 
9; catarrhal, many, in, 366 
Decalogue, a New, 152 
D4clat, Dr., death of, 6, 56 
Devon and Cornwall Homeopathic 
Hospital, 178 

Diabetes with impotency, coca in, 67; 
glycosuria, Dr. B. Moir on, 88; 
rhus arom. in, 87 ; carbolic acid in, 
207 ; phloridsin in, 458; uran. nitri. 
in, 536; oxygen in, 567 
Diarrhea, paullinia in, 71 ; of infants, 
borax in, 483 

Digitalis in exophthalmic goitre, 365 
Dioscorea in pollutions, 222; indica¬ 
tions for, 298 

Diphtheria, variable remedies in, 420; 
kali bich. in, 459 ; kerosene in, 604; 
macrozamia in, 505; puls, in, 512 
Directory , the Homeopathic , 3, 89, 
201, 436 

Disinfection, 244 

Doughty’s Genito- Urinai'y Diseases 
ami Syphilis , 561 

Dropsy, cerifolius in, 547; oxyden- 
dron in, 547 ; thlaspi in, 548; fol¬ 
lowing varicella, 559 
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L>rvsera, cough of, 188 
Drug substitutes, Gould on, 186 
Dudgeon, Dr., on Jubilee Therapeu¬ 
tics, 397; on Casper Hauser, 443 
Dull subject, a, 443 

Eczbma caused by hyacinths , 149; 
after vaccination, 170; by L. N. 
Mookerjec, 550 

Edinburgh Homeo. Dispensary, 40 
Education, medical, of the future, 
145 

Egremont, homeopathic practitioners 
wanted for, 429 

Elephantiasis after vaccination, 170 
Emancipation of women, the, 396 
Enuresis, atropin in, 26 
Epilepsy, am. m, 87; rana in, 413 
Equality, 437 

Equisetum m retention of urine, 510 
Erodium as a hemostatic, 190 
Erysipelas, jaborandi in, 189 
Ethics , Code of Medical , by Jukes de 
Styrap, 49; Dr. C. Black on, 6, 125 ; 
Chemist and Druggist on, 102; 
“ Juventus ” on, 124 ; Medical Free¬ 
trader on, 126; exit, 396 
Eucalyptus , Koppon abuse of, 120 
Euphorbia arborescens , poisonous 
effects of, 205 

Faiths, the two, 439 
Fernie, Dr., on herbal simples, 332 
Fcrrum phos. in inflammation of 
thigh, 22 

Ft'rrum picricnm, Dr. Cooper on, 117 
Filix mas in tapeworm, 153; causes 
amaurosis, 364 
Formal for bites, 127 
Fucus vesiculoaus in goitre, 208 

Galactorrhea, borax in, 119 
Gall-stone colic, glonoin in, 235 
Gangrene, rennet in, 190 
Geelong Homeo. Dispensary, 472 
Gelscmiutn in convulsions, 501; lead¬ 
ing features of, 537 
Gersdorff, Dr. von, Hahnemann’s 
letter to, 344 

Glasgow Herald on medical etiquette, 
394 

Glonoin in bowel troubles, 118; in 
gall-stone colic, 235 
Goitre, fucus vcsiculosus in, 208; 

exophthalmic, bell, and dig. in, 365 
Grass medicines, James on, 142 
Gninness, Dr. A., death of, 184 

Hahxemanx, by Dr. Brasol, 136; an 
episode in his career, 154 ; tomb of, 
293; letter to Gersdorff, 344; letter 
from, on the B. H. S.’s new move, 
475 ; letter from, on provings, 523 ; 
and Darwin, by Dr. Proctor, 520 


Handbook of Homeopathic Practice, 
by Dr. Puhlmann, 473 
Hansen, Dr. O., on inert. and tod. in 
syphilis, 74 

Harmony and homeopathy, 536 
Harvey, D., on Spermatorrhea, 91 
Hastings Horn. Dispensary, 177 
Hawkes, Dr., notice of, 150 
Haynes, Dr., provings of familiar 
drugs by, 230 

Hayward, Dr. J. W., on African fever, 
40,105,107 

Headache of sulphur , 153; iris in, 
168; conium in, 243; mezereum in, 
243; manganum in ; 295 ; sun, natr. 
carb. in, 2133; rhus rad., 412; rhodo. 
in, 412; of kali bich., 428 
Heart Repertory, by Clarke, 26, 237 
Heart remedies, phaseolus , 366; era- 
teegus, 360 

Heath, Dr. A., on ant. cr. in vomiting, 
112; on small-pox inoculation, 505 
Hematuria, renal ? thlaspi in, 263 
Hemoptysis, led. m, 119; caps, in, 666 
Hemorrhoids, arg. nit. in, 46; and 
Constipation, by Dr. Clarke, 236; 
hypericum for, 261, 380, 500; 

mucuna in, 510 

Heretic-hunting from the infallible 
medical church, 369 
Hering Medical College, by Dr. Ma- 
jumaar, 2155 

High potencies, Dr. McLachlan on, 
448, 494, 563 

Hippozenin , Dr. Pullar on, 174 
Hodgkin’s disease, remedies for, 254 
Holothyrus coccinella, action of, 636 
Homeo Pharmacopeia of the U.S., 
377 

Homeopaths, quacks, and Professor 
Virchow, 241 

Homeopathy and medicine in the 
Victorian era, by Dr. 8. Wilde, 333 
Homeopathy in America, 437 
Horsley, Mr., election to General 
Medical Council, 485 
Hospital federation, 464 
How not to do it, 246 
Hughes, Dr. R., on Homeopathic 
Directories, 3; appeals for funds 
for Transactions of Congress, 139 
Hull Homeopathic Dispensary, 39 
Humanitarian League, 426, 521 
Hydrophobia, spiraa in, 334 
Hyacinths cause eczema, 149 
Hyoscgamine in paral. agitans, 519 
Hyperchlorhydria, calc. c. and phos. 
in, 200 

Hypericum in spinal paralysis, 37; 
for piles, 261, 330, 500 

India, disaffection in, 422; inocula¬ 
tion in, dangers of, 526 
Insects, poisonous, of S. Africa, 205 
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International gathering, an, 380 
Iod. of pot. in actinomycosis, 366 
Iodine and mercury in syphilis, Dr. 
O. Hansen on, 74 

Iodoform and locomotor ataxia, 365 
Iodum in croupous pneumonia, 68 
Iris v. in headache, 168; in sciatica,297 

Jaborandi in erysipelas, 189 
Jagielski on The Turkish Bath. 180 
Jubilee homeopathic banquet, 294; 
therapeutics, Dr. Dudgeon on, 397 

Kali bichromicum , headache of, 428; 

in diphtheria, 459 
Kali phos. and entochia, 319 
Kali sulph. in psoriasis, 117 
Keene and Ash well’s Casebook, 42 
Kent, death of the Duke of, 201 
Kerosene in diphtheria, 504 
Kneipp, Father, death of, 842 
Koch’s new tuberculin, 197, 212 
Kopp, Mr., on cupr. ars. as a remedy, 
78; on eucalyptus , 120; on myrica, 
407, 460, 512,568 

Kraft, Dr., on symptom-weeding, 486 

Lambert, Dr., materia medica mis¬ 
cellany, by, 24, 67, 117, 167,207, 261, 
297,363,411,458,647; on ophthalmic 
therapeutics, 88 

Lapis albus in glandular enlarge¬ 
ments, 262 
Lathurus, 57 

Leaf Homeopathic Hospital, 130 
Ledum in chronic rheumatism, 26; 

cough, 88; in hemoptysis, 119 
Leech, Dr., on homeopathy, 333 
Leeds Homeopathic Dispensary, 130 
Left the profession, 1 
Leucorrhea, alumina in, 561 
Lippia mexicana for cough, 185 
Lister, Lord, soliloquy of, 55; and 
the rats, 100 

Livingstone on homeopathy, 206 
Llangammarch barium water, 229 
Lobelia rubra in snake-bites, 602 
Loeffler’s bacillus in Samoa, 293 
London Homeopathic Hospital, post¬ 
graduate courses of, 38,224; skating 
festival, 129; and the Prince of 
Wales’s Fund, 201; annual meet¬ 
ing of. 224; commemoration ban¬ 
quet of, 320 

Lunar influence on disease, 430; on 
urticaria, 328 

Lycopodium in constipation, 169 

McLachlan on high potencies, 448, 
494, 668 

Macrosamia nut, effects of, 602; in 
diphtheria, 605 

Magnesia carb. in ear affections, 263 
Mahony, Mr., on Materia Medica, 71, 
113, 215 


Majumdar, Dr. J., on Hering Medical 
College, 355, 380 

Manganum in headache, 295; in 
catarrhal deafness, 366 
Margaret Street Infirmary, 341 
Martin on Nervous Diseases , 137 
Materia Medica Miscellany, by Dr. 
Lambert, 24, 67, 117, 167, 207, 261, 
297, 363, 411, 468, 609, 647 
Medical Annual, 1897,182 
Medical degrees, how to obtain, 429 
Medical Education and Examina¬ 
tions, Prof. Black on, 204 
Medicine-taking, a record in, 414 
Melancholia, ver. alb. in, 298 
Melbourne Homeo. Hosp., 249, 266 
Meningitis of children, Dr. Wheeler 
on, 818 

Mercurius corr. in retinitis albumi- 
nurica, 264 ; in peritonitis, 602 
Mercury and iodine in syphilis, Dr. 
O. Hansen on, 74 

Meeereum in headache, 243; skin 
symptoms of, 363 

Microbes, those dreadful, 291; play¬ 
ing with, 293 

Mignonette in tapeworm, 477 
Migraine, niccolum in, 200; calcarca 
in, 418 ; verbascuni in, 469 
Milk, artificial human, 46 
Millefolium in lung hemorrhage, 500 
Modem medicine, a la Macbeth, 57 
Moir, Dr. on diabetes 88 
Mookerjee on ferr. phos. in inflam¬ 
mation of thigh, 22; case of 
chronic eczema by, 550 
Moon, influence of the, 293 
Morrison, Dr. S.. Permanence if 
Cure of Consumption, by. 138 
Moschus, Mr. Mahony on, 7i, 113 
Mosquito-bites, poison of, 211 
Mucuna urens in hemorrhoids, 510 
Munster, Dr., removed to Belfast, 44 
Mustard in suppression of urine, 502 
Myrica coif era, by Mr. Kopp, 407, 
460, 612, 553 

Myxedema, thyroidin in, 299 

Naphthalin in threadworms, 8 
Natrum carb. in sun headache, 333 
Natrum mur. in epigastric pulsation, 
106; case, 649 

Natrumphosphoricum curious symp¬ 
toms of, 537 

Nephritis, scarlatina, trit. rep., pre¬ 
ventive of, 128; diet in, 666 
Nerve-tonic, poisoned by a, 441 
Nervous Diseases, Martin on, 187 
N'gwa, a poisonous caterpillar, 205 
Niccolum in migraine, 200 
Nitric acid in strong-smelling urine, 
330; in rheumatism, 634 
North of England Children’s Sana¬ 
torium, 178 
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Norwich Homeo. Dispensary, 39,519 
Nose and Throat Diseases , by Dr. 
Quay, 284 

Nux moschata , poisoning by, 419 
Nux vom. } Mr. Mahony on, 113, 215 

Oatmeal the cause of dyspepsia, 562 
Ocular hemorrhages in young and 
adults, 471 

(Bnanthe crocata in epilepsy, 87 
Operating, the itch for, 97 
Opium for relief of pain, 168; in con¬ 
stipation, 381 

Organ Diseases of Women , by Dr. 
Burnett, 179 

Osteal diseases, calc, floor, in, 25 
Osteitis deformans, calc. phos. and 
staph, in, 204 

Otitis interna, chenopodium in, 295 
Our January number, 538 
Oxijdendron in dropsy, 547 
Oxygen in diabetes, 567 
Ozone in whooping-cough, 46 

Paget, Sir J., on homeopaths, 1 
Palladium in ovarian neuralgia, 412 
Paralysis, spinal, Hypericum in, 37 ; 
lycop. and sulph. in, 296; agitans, 
hyoscyamine in, 510; of the insane, 
by Dr. Cooper, 539 

Paris fire, Mdlle. Simon and Dr. 

Rochet killed in the, 244 
Paris, school of homeopathy in, 484 
Passiflora, therapeutics of, 167 
Pathies, Life on the two, 202 
PauUinia in diarrhea, 71 
Peculiar People, tenets of the, 439 
Peritonitis, mere. cor. in, 502 
Peru balsam in scabies, 93 
Petroleum , new symptom of, 262 
Petroselinum causes urticaria, 58 
Pharmacopeia of the American Insti¬ 
tute of Homeopathy, 424 
Pharyngitis folliculosa and sewer-gas, 
by Dr. Waddington, 643 
Phaseolus , a heart remedv, 356 
Phillandrium in painful breast, 556 
Phillips Memorial Hospital, 175, 535 
Philosophy of medicine, 337, 385 
Phloriazin in glycosuria, 458 
Phosphorus in wounds, 414 ; for back¬ 
ward children, 560 

Physostigma , curious symptom of, 
637 

Phytolacca electrica t electric proper¬ 
ties of, 245 

Picken, Mr., on physics and medicine, 
294, 299, 337, 346 
Piles, collodion in, 8 
Pilocarpin hyperhidrosis, 460 
Plague, the, 59; origin of the, 101; 

Egyptian, report on the, 292 
Plamlago major and media , 141, 511 
Platina in impulse to kill, 69 


Pneumonia, iod. in, 68; bell, in, 504 
Pollutions, dioscorea in, QQfl 
Primula obconica, poisoning by, 568 
Prince of Wales’s Fund and homeo¬ 
pathy, 102; hospital scheme, 186 
Prisons' Service Review, 42 
Proctalgia, croton in, 509 
Proctor, Dr., address of, 433, 464; 
Hahnemann and Darwin, by, 520, 
526 

Provings of familiar drugs, 230 
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“ LEFT THE PROFESSION.” 

Mr. Charles Booth, who edits Life and Labour of 
the People in London, in the eighth volume of that 
work, just issued, gives renewed currency to Sir James 
Paget’s ancient gibe at the homeopaths when he summed 
up the fates of 1,000 students of his, after the lapse of 
fifteen years. Tbe Daily Chronicle , of December 8th, 
reviewing the above-named volume, thus refers to Sir 
James Paget’s record :— 

“ Turning to medicine, we find an interesting table giving a sort of 
acturial average of a doctor’s chances of success. It is drawn by Sir 
James Paget from the record of 1,000 of his old pupils at St. 
Bartholomew’s—28 achieved distinguished success, 66 achieved con¬ 
siderable success, 507 achieved fair success, 124 achieved very limited 
success, 56 failed entirely, 96 left the profession, 87 died within twelve 
years of commencing practice, 41 died during pupilage. It should be 
added that the table covers a period of fifteen years from entering 
the hospitals.” 

The Chronicle reviewer then goes on to refer to the 
part with which we are concerned. It will be noticed 
that the lay mind is able to appreciate at their true 
worth the professional prejudices of eminent, not to say 
superior, medical persons. 

“ There is a delicious touch in the details of the fate of three of 
those who ‘left the profession/ They became homeopathic prac¬ 
titioners, but Sir James Paget declares that they took to that class 
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no repute for either wisdom or working power.’ Compare with this 
the comparatively reputable end of the man ‘ who had been a good 
student, speculated in mines, lost money, forged, and is in prison.’ ” 

Having “ left the profession,” we may be pardoned for 
taking an outside view of things, like our friend the 
Chronicle reviewer ; and therefore we can enjoy a pretty 
little picture of what the “practice” is like inside the 
“ profession ” we have left as disclosed by the “ Stiven v. 
Welsford ” case lately concluded. On the merits or 
demerits of that case, or the verdict, we have nothing to 
say here. It is the evidence that interests us, two little 
bits of which we will now quote from the Times report. 

On December 9th Dr. Mitchell Bruce, F.R.C.S., 
Examiner in Medicine at the Royal College of Physicians, 
gave evidence for the plaintiff, and was cross-examined 
by Mr. Bankes. 

“ Mr. Bankes, reading from Dr. Osler’s medical work, quoted the 
following passage : 4 The treatment of appendicitis may be summed 
up in three words—rest, opium, enemata.’ That was in the edition 
of 1892. 

“ Dr. Bruce. —In the last edition you will find that statement quite 
reversed. (Laughter.) ” 

On December 15th, Dr. Samuel Fenwick, F.R.C.P., 
and Consulting Physician to the London Hospital, gave 
evidence for the defendant. Here is an extract from 
his cross-examination. 

“ Cross-examined by Sir Edward Clarke. —Witness considered the 
word lithaemia to have gone out of use. 

“ Sir E. Clarke.—I suppose you will agree with your own expres¬ 
sion of opinion in your book, The Obscure Diseases of the Abdomen ? 

44 Witness.—No, I do not. (Laughter.) The book was published 
in 1886, and we have learnt a great deal on this particular subject 
since then. (Continuing.) The book was republished in 1889; he 
had given great attention to the preparation of his book. He then 
agreed that the diagnosis was very difficult.” 

Now this is truly delightful: within three years there 
is a complete revolution in treatment—and pathology, if 
anything, changes more rapidly still! After all it is some- 
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thing to be thankful for that we have Jeft the profession 
of “allopathy,” “orthodoxy,” “rational therapeutics,” or 
whatever other name they choose to give to that unname- 
able monstrosity of conflicting theories and prescriptions 
for which Sir James Paget so smugly speaks and which 
Virgil has aptly described— 

Monstrum, horrendum , informe , ingens, cui lumen ademptum. 


THE DIRECTORY, 1897. 

Within a few days from the appearance of this number 
the third issue of the Directory will be in the hands of 
subscribers. Having been favoured with a view of the 
proof-sheets, we can assure our readers that they will be 
pleasantly surprised, on comparing it w’ith the two previous 
issues, to note the advance it is making. There is such 
a solid accession of new names as to show that the oppo¬ 
sition to the volume is rapidly breaking down before the 
growing enlightenment of the homeopathic body. 

In his Address, as President of the International Homeo¬ 
pathic Congress of 1881 ( Transactions , p. 15), Dr. Bichard 
Hughes gave his ideas as to what should be done in the 
way of directories, and as they are much to the point, we 
have pleasure in quoting them here. The New Directory, 
with the one projected by A. L. Chatterton & Co., of 
New York, will go far to fulfil Dr. Hughes’ ideas. Dr. 
Hughes said:— 

“ I think we should have an International Homeopathic Directory. 
Each country has—or ought to have—one of its own; by sufficient 
exchanges this should be made the common property of all, the 
United States pardoning us of the Old World that our volumes of 
this kind are so small in comparison with theirs. In these days of 
universal travelling and frequent residence abroad, it is necessary to 
know the whereabouts of our colleagues all over the earth. When 
our patients go to watering-places we tell them for whom they should 
send in case of need. We ought to be able to give them the same 
information, however far abroad they may go. For ourselves, too, it 
is most desirable that we should know year by year how homeopathy 
is represented in other countries, and with what sister institutions we 
can exchange publications and courtesies.” 
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NEWS AND NOTES. 


Phillips Memorial Hospital. 

We are glad to learn that at a concert given at the 
Grand Hall, Bromley, on November 18th, in aid of the 
above-named institution, the substantial sum of 
d£75 11s. lOd. was realised. 


Consultations with Homeopaths. 

What a lot of teaching, to be sure, these allopaths 
require in the art of behaving ! Here is the latest from 
the Lancet of November 21st:— 

“ As to Meeting Homeopaths. 

“ Cantab .—The duty of regular practitioners of medicine in 
regard to meeting those who profess homeopathic principles is very 
obvious—viz., to decline to do so save in cases of extreme emergency, 
where humane considerations exclude all others. Two cannot walk 
together who disagree on fundamental principles. The narrowness 
here is not in the regular practitioner, who holds the larger creed, but 
in him who labels himself of a mere school and ties himself to a 
fantastic doctrine which after a hundred years is held such by five- 
sixths of the profession. There is some unfaithfulness to this obvious 
principle, especially in the consulting ranks of the profession, which 
may require more particular attention than it receives. But as to its 
reasonableness there can be no doubt.*’ 

We are glad to have the Lancet's answer that one-sixth 
of the profession believe in homeopathy. After a mere 
century in medicine that is something to be thankful 
for. It is a pity the Lancet does not tell the world what 
those allopathic fundamental principles are about which 
it talks so glibly. 


Symphytum in Malignant Disease of Bone. 

In an interesting address delivered in Dublin on 
November 13, 1896, by Dr. Wm. Thomson, President 
of the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland {Lancet, 
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November 28), entitled “ Some Surprises and Mistakes/* 
the following very important case was narrated :— 

“ In the early part of this year I saw a man who was suffering from 
a growth in the nose. I recommended him to see Dr. Woods, and I 
saw him later with Sir Thomley Stoker and Dr. Woods. We came to 
the conclusion that he was suffering from a malignant tumour of the 
antrum which had extended to the nose. We recommended an ex¬ 
ploratory operation, and, if our opinion was confirmed, that the jaw 
should be at once removed. He refused the larger operation. The 
exploration was made by Dr. Woods. We found that the tumour did 
extend from the antrum, into which I could bore my finger easily. 
Dr. O’Sullivan, Professor of Pathology in Trinity College, declared the 
growth to be a round-celled sarcoma. Of that there is no doubt. 
The tumour returned in a couple of months, and the patient then saw 
Dr. Semon in London, who advised immediate removal of the jaw. 
He returned home, and after a further delay he asked to have the 
operation performed. I did this in May last by the usual method. I 
found the tumour occupying the whole of the antrum. The base of 
the skull was everywhere infiltrated. The tumour had passed into 
the right nose and perforated the septum so as to extend into the left. 
It adhered to the septum around the site of perforation. This was all 
removed, leaving a hole in the septum about the size of a florin. He 
went home within a fortnight. In a month the growth showed signs 
of return. It bulged through the incision and protruded upon the 
face. Dr. Woods saw him soon afterwards, as I had declared by 
letter that a further operation would be of no avail. The tumour had 
now almost closed the right eye. It was blue, tense, firm, and 
lobulated, but it did not break. Dr. Woods reported the result of his 
visit to me and we agreed as to the prognosis. Early in October the 
patient walked into my study after a visit to Dr. Woods. He looked 
in better health than I had ever seen him. The tumour had com¬ 
pletely disappeared from the face and I could not identify any trace 
of it in the mouth. He said he had no pain of any kind. He could 
speak well when the opening remaining after the removal of the hard 
palate was plugged, and he was in town to have an obturator made. 
He has since gone home apparently well. He told me he had applied 
poultices of comfrey root and that the swelling had gradually dis¬ 
appeared. Now this was a case of which none of us had any doubt 
at all, and our first view was confirmed by the distinguished patho¬ 
logist whom I have mentioned and by our own observation at the 
time of the major operation. Here, then, was another ‘surprise/ 
I am satisfied as I can be of anything that the growth was malignant 
and of a bad type. Of course, we know in the history of some 
tumours that growth is delayed and that in the sarcomata recurrence 
is often late. But this is a case in which the recurrence occurred 


twice—the second time to an extreme degree; and yet this recurrent 
tumour has vanished. What has produced this atrophy and dis¬ 
appearance ? I do not know. I know nothing of the effects of 
comfrey root, but I do not believe that it can remove a sarcomatous 
tumour. Of course the time that has so far elapsed is very short; 
but the fact that this big recurrent growth no longer exists—that it 
has not ulcerated or sloughed away, but simply, with unbroken 
covering, disappeared—is to me one of the greatest ‘ surprises ’ and 


puzzles that I have met with.” 


Digitized by 


Google 



6 


NEWS AND NOTES. 


Homeopathic World. 
Jan. 1, 1897. 


We cannot help admiring Dr. Thomson’s candour in 
giving the details of this case, and we wish it were more 
commonly exhibited; but we must point out how the 
story illustrates the attitude of mind of the old school 
with regard to drug action. “ I know nothing of the 
effects of Comfrey root,” says Dr. Thomson; and on this 
ignorance he at once proceeds to base a disbelief:—“but 
I do not believe it can remove a sarcomatous tumour.” 
Well, we homeopaths do know something of the value of 
Comfrey, though the drug has not been proved; and 
knowing what we do of its power over injured bone, we 
see no reason why it should not cure malignant tumours. 
Cancer is only uncurable because we are too stupid to 
cure it. 


Death of Dr. D£clat. 

A few weeks ago the Chemist and Druggist asked the 
question, “What has become of Declat?” his name having 
come to the front as having anticipated Lister in the use 
of carbolic acid. The Paris correspondent of the same 
journal (Dec. 5th) now announces Dr. D6clat’s death :— 

“ The death is reported from Nice of Dr. Declat, who was regarded 
here as the originator of antiseptic treatment by Phenic Acid, The 
deceased doctor was the author of a number of works on antiseptic 
methods, and was well known in Paris, where he practised for many 
years. Various preparations introduced by him have a popular sale 
in France, being put up in speciality form by MM. Chassaing & Co.” 


“ The Medical Environment.” 

We strongly advise all our readers who prefer honesty 
to cant and common sense to Turveydropsy, to procure a 
booklet bearing the above title, by Professor D. Campbell 
Black (Glasgow : Hugh Hopkins, 17, West Regent Street, 
Halifax; George R. Riley, Southgate). It contains two 
addresses—(a) On the Hospital Question; and ( b ) On 
Medical Ethics. The style of the book may be judged by 
the following passage on books, which we have pleasure 
in quoting, as the subject is likely to come very promi¬ 
nently before the medical world at no distant time. 
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“ Some men can write books. I plead guilty to the crime of having 
written a few books myself, and I happen to know a good many 
members of my profession in Glasgow who would not at all object to 
be arraigned for tne same iniquity. But, says some sage of the 
Ethical Section of the British Medical Association, books are 4 com¬ 
pilations/ and they are written with a 4 motive.’ Well, supposing 
they are, whose business is that ? A good compilation is surely not 
bad. Who is to determine what books should and should not be 
written, and to whom are we to apply for the licence to write books ? 

I think that the writing of a book is the fairest of all means for a man 
who can write one, to bring himself before the public and the pro¬ 
fession. It is surely infinitely fairer than buying hospital appoint¬ 
ments.* As to 4 motive/ I should like to know bow motive is to be 
eliminated from human conduct. A man has a motive in taking a 
house in a particular street, in dressing in a particular way, in eating 
certain kinds of food, and in putting a brass plate on his door. Where 
is the 4 motive ’ line to begin and end ? Who is K) be the regulator 
of it ? Motive is at the root of the Christian and all other religions. 

44 Having dared to write a book implies the expenditure of time and 
money at least, even if brains be denied; and thus an author naturally 
wants to sell his book, and, in order to sell his book, it is essential to 
bring it under the notice of the public, and to do this the book must 
be advertised. Here the protectress of professional morality, Mrs. 
Grundy, raises the tawse. You may advertise your book in any 
medical journal you please, but woe betide you if you advertise in 
any journal, no matter how respectable, if it be of what is called the 
lay order. Now, why not advertise in a lay journal ? Some years 
ago The Times , Athenceum , and other papers contained a weekly 
column advertising the books of the most prominent members of the 
profession in London and elsewhere. Having attained to professional 
eminence in this manner they — these same men, chiefly—then 
resolved to kick away the ladder on which they mounted to position, 
so that none else could follow. Because they resolved on being 
virtuous, there were to be no more cakes or ale. 

44 1 hold that it is quite laudable to instruct the public on medical 
as well as on other scientific subjects. Why are public lectures 
given, for instance, on microbes ? Why are ambulance and nursing 
lectures given ? Is the Combe lecturer a quack ? If a man writes a 
wicked or a bad book the evil consequences will be his. If he writes 
a book which the public cannot understand no harm will be done ; if 
he writes a good book which the public can understand nothing but 
good will result. This prohibition is all a matter of barefaced and 
impudent greed on the part of medical journals. You can get at the 
people as much as you like, they virtually tell you, 4 but it must be 
through us,' and having ‘sopped’ and conciliated them by your 
advertisements, they take good care that their journals are exposed 
in the most public places throughout the kingdom, distributed to 
reading-rooms, hotels, clubs, &c., to the fullest extent that their 
finances will allow. Occasion ally they issue special editions, and 

they do not fail to apprise authors of this intention, and how exten¬ 
sively these editions will be brought under the notice of the public. 


• As has been done in Glasgow. 
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Medical journals depend to a comparatively small extent on the 
medical profession. Like all other journals, they are money invest¬ 
ments, and are commercially pushed like the daily papers. If a 
politician of standing has a wart on his nose, or any other prominent 
part of his body, the steps of his valet are dogged by the jackal of the 

E ress, medical as well as lay. An article is written on 4 cellular 
ypertrophy as modified by political convictions,’ and an early slip is 
sent to all the newspapers, and the medical journal is thus quoted. 
The whole thing is a pure matter of business. What do you find 
in the advertising sheets of medical journals ? Why, advertisements 
of whiskies, stouts, ales, bed-clothing, and personal apparel, carriages 
—anything, in short, that pays. Why should it be more wicked for 
a doctor to advertise his book in a lay journal, than that a medical 
journal should become an ordinary trade circular ? Why should it 
be wicked for a doctor and not for a lawyer or clergyman to advertise 
his book ? Take a Glasgow Saturday newspaper and you will find 
columns filled with Church announcements, with the texts on which 
the lucubrations of the following day are to be based ; and such texts ! 
Why, some of them are most suggestive of the comic songs of Seven 
Dials ! If a medical author prefers to get at the reading public 
direct, rather than through the intermediary of the medical journals, 
then I for one maintain his entire independence of choice in the 
matter.” 


Naphthalin for Ox yuris Vermicularis. —Schmitz (Wien. Med . 
Pressc) employs Naj)hthalin for the expulsion of oxyuris, commencing 
by administering a cathartic. After a few evacuations have been 
produced the Naph tlialin is given in eight or ten successive doses of J to £ 
of a grain, in powder, four times daily. The drug should not be given 
after eating, and the ingestion of oils or fats should be avoided during 
treatment. A week later the same treatment should be repeated, and, 
if needful, a third course at another week’s interval. It is seldom 
necessary to resort to a fourth repetition.— N. Y. Med. Times. 

The Treatment of Piles and Pruritus Ani by Collodion.—I 
have found that the itching in such cases of pruritus ani as have 
come to my notice disappears at once by the application of simple 
collodion. After a few moments of somewhat intense smarting 
(which can be prevented by cocaine if necessary) no further itching 
is felt, ordinarily for twelve or twenty-four hours, if at all. I suppose 
the ether or alcohol in which the collodion is dissolved stops the 
irritation, and the collodion film by protecting from the air prevents 
its reappearance. For external piles I applied collodion as a rational 
treatment, and have observed that (1) the application stimulates the 
pile to contract; that (2) the hardening film of collodion supports 
the pile thus contracted; and that (3) the contracting collodion 
(collodium, not collodium flexile) further reduces it. It is the principle 
of the elastic stocking applied to the hsemorrhoidal instead of the 
saphena veins, and with a like result. The collodion is best applied 
by dropping it on a few fibres of cotton wool, which are spread over 
the pile each morning after defecation.—D. W. Samways, M.D., 
D.Sc., &c.— Brit. Med. Jour., Nov. 21. 
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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


WHAT CAN BE DONE FOE THE TKEATMENT 
OF CHRONIC DEAFNESS?* 

By Robert T. Cooper, M.A., M.D., formerly Physician for Diseases of 
the Ear, London Homeopathic Hospital. 

Gentlemen, —Never have I come before an audience 
under greater difficulties than at present; would that I 
were spared the task of explaining a position that, though 
in no way hostile, is yet too independent to be approved 
of. Our dear old organising friend, Dr. Hughes, to whom 
I mentioned my difficulty when he first requested me to 
write this paper, insisted upon a full and sufficient ex¬ 
planation of my ideas, let the opposition be what it may ; 
and however disturbing this expression of opinion may 
prove to the meeting, I feel there is no alternative left. 

How strongly the force of poor Robert Burns's advice 
comes in !— 

“ As the shades of evening close, 

Beckoning thee to long repose ; 

As life itself becomes disease, 

Seek the chimney-nook of ease ; 

There ruminate in sober thought 

On all thou’st seen and heard and wrought.” 

And while thus far I heartily re-echo Burns's sentiments, 
he seems but mocking me as he goes on and tenders the 
advice— 


“ And teach the sportive younkers round 
Saws of experience sage and sound.” 

So far from feeling inclined to teach saws of experience 
to the sportive younkers round, I feel to desire a liquefac¬ 
tion of this unduly solid flesh. 

The question which heads this paper has been before 
my mind for some eighteen years, during all of which 
time it has been the subject of unceasing consideration. 

Some four years ago, despairing of making any further 
advance, I tackled the question whether it would not be 
better, when dealing with these obstinate diseases of the 

• This paper was written for the International Homeopathic Congress, 
held in August, and was withdrawn in favour of that already read at the 
meeting; there are points of interest in it which I consider justify its 
publication even in-its present unfinished state.—R. T. C. 
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ear, to carry on from whence Hahnemann began, and to 
make a beginning by starting from first principles, rather 
than profess finality, as we were more or less doing, by 
undue proclamation of adherence to a perfected 
system. 

This required an overhauling of the whole scheme em¬ 
bodied in the term “ Homeopathy.** Among the first 
things that struck me as anomalous was our plant pre¬ 
parations. Instead of having them prepared as Hahne¬ 
mann directed with Bryonia , Pulsatilla , Petroselinum , 
&c., from the fresh juices of the living plants, we followed 
allopathy in two many instances, and prepared our tinc¬ 
tures from the roots and seeds. This I believe to be a 
mistake, as the seeds and roots presumably contain the 
food principles, combined with the digestive and other 
counteracting ferments. For true curative action we 
require the hidden force of the plant, and not its greatest 
amount of material elements, fermentative or chemical; 
because the true curative principle is nothing more, I 
take it, than the growth-force, the plant-force, if you like, 
of the plant itself. Here, then, I diverge from homeo¬ 
pathy as we find it. Moreover, from this I argue that 
while succussion and trituration might very reasonably 
expand and render more available the forces existing in 
dried substances, like Calcarea carbonica and Silica , it 
could not, to any great degree, add to, however it might 
modify, the curative force already existing in living plants. 

The more we can bring our explanations into accord 
with natural phenomena the better. The reason of the 
power of high dilutions of Calcarea carbonica , Silica , &c., 
has never been explained; it is said that succussion and 
trituration adds to the forces already existing in these 
and other substances. I deny it, and affirm that while 
we may expand these forces and render them more avail¬ 
able for therapeutic purposes, we cannot possibly add to 
them by artificial means. This may or may not be dis¬ 
puted : I care not. My contention is about another class 
of remedies altogether : the juices taken from living plants, 
and preserved with spirit, as has been done by Hahne¬ 
mann himself. That these act satisfactorily and with a 
power unsuspected, I might almost say, by any authority 
since Hahnemann’s time, is my contention. 

And Hahnemann himself, as we know, gave up the use 
of the material preparations of plants in favour of the 
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dilutions without any distinct reason, except, as far as I 
can see, that the dilutions were sufficient. 

I could never get a distinct statement as to the advan¬ 
tages of the dilutions. To say they cure when material 
preparations do not is to state very little indeed, unless 
it could be proved that this advantage was invariable, 
which certainly is not the case. 

Anyway, homeopathy is a progressive science, and its 
adherents ought to be the last to claim for it a stationary 
position ; to do so is to stultify themselves and their 
system of medicine. 

The effect of trituration and succussion upon dried sub¬ 
stances is to bring into activity a force before dormant, 
and which, as far as I can see, acts in all points in a 
manner similar to the force already existing in plants; 
but, as just stated, plant-force and not artificially 
developed “ dynamis ” is under discussion. 

But if this force be such an obscure and hidden force 
as growth-force is known to be, it must, as the seed does 
in the ground, by itself start an action in the economy. 
It ought to have an independent action if once is secured 
its suitable semination. 

Hence a solitary dose ought to be sufficient in suitable 
cases to arrest the progress of disease. In this I need 
hardly say I had the entire support of Hahnemann him¬ 
self in the early, as well as in the latter period, of his 
inquiries (Chronic Diseases , vol. i. p. 150, New York, 1845). 

The phenomena of germination of the seed and subse¬ 
quent growth are the only natural phenomena to which 
we can compare the action of the specific remedy. 

In ear diseases we deal with typically chronic disease, 
the bulk of the diseases met with presenting the features 
of chronic rather than of acute ailments; in fact, the 
latter are astonishingly infrequent in the practice of the 
aural surgeon. 

Chronic disease, coming on gradually and often from 
small beginnings, requires for its dispersion the influence 
of a force generated in a way analogous to that which 
produced it; minute particles of hurtful material may, 
and assuredly do start pernicious forms of growth in the 
human system, and their consequences are to be met by 
agencies acting similarly, not alone as regards symptoms, 
but as regards dosage and duration of action. 

Broadly put, there were two things which left much 
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room for improvement, viz., the actions of our common 
plants and the treatment of chronic disease. 

It is quite evident to me that in some way we have gone 
astray in regard to both of these. The proof that we 
know little of our common plants beyond what Hahne¬ 
mann taught may be met by the exclamation, “ Circum- 
spice! ” in the midst of nature, and by the assertion that 
the provings of those plants that have been made since 
Hahnemann’s time are wanting in that precision required 
for application in disease, and especially so in chronic 
disease, and which lent a charm to Hahnemann’s early 
introductions. This will be indignantly denied, I dare¬ 
say ; but for facts, let me ask what practical use have we 
made of the proving of Calendula , of Viola odorata , or of 
Valerian ? If any of you gentlemen are satisfied with 
the results obtained, well and good; for my part I look 
upon it that our application to disease of these provings is 
even more defective than the provings themselves. 

But if this is not sufficient evidence of a falling off, let 
me ask what is being done to add to, alter, or render 
more precise our knowledge of the actions of the many 
remedial agents added to the British pharmacopeia since 
Hahnemann’s time. Hahnemann might be said to have 
thrown a magic wand over such old-school remedies as 
Belladonna , Aconitum Napellus , Chamomilla , Ipecacu¬ 
anha , &c. What are we doing? 

Again, with reference to the treatment of chronic 
diseases ; as I am dealing only with the chronic diseases 
of the ear, I ask the question, What are we doing for 
these ? 

If, gentlemen, you are satisfied, well and good ; but do 
not insist that others must be in a similarly happy and 
quiescent state. 

I believe that in giving single doses of our common 
plants, often with no proving whatever to guide me, I am 
in the main acting in accordance with Hahnemann him¬ 
self in the early days of investigation. 

As, however, all good homeopaths repudiate any such 
suggestion, I have, out of consideration for their feelings, 
given to this scheme for the better investigation of the 
medicinal action of our plant remedies the term “ Arbori- 
vital Medicine,” a name that at once relieves them from 
responsibility, and circumscribes the field of inquiry. 

Homeopathy, of course, is a system of medicine; but 
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this scheme of mine is not: it is merely a system for the 
investigation of the actions of a certain class of medicines; 
a very different thing you will allow. Then homeopathic 
medicines can be given in successive doses, and in large 
or in small quantities ; arborivital medicines only in single 
drops of the pure juice of plants, preserved in spirit and 
given at long intervals, and without any consideration of 
the chemical constituents of the plant, the object being 
to get the true curative action and nothing more. 

But to the main question, Is this departure warranted 
by improved results in the treatment of chronic disease ? 
allow me to remind you of Broussais’ words: “ The real 
physician is the one who cures ; the observation which 
does not teach the art of healing is not that of a physician, 
it is that of a naturalist.” 

There are some affections from which we cannot look 
for an immediately curative result from remedies; they 
are diseases which cannot possibly be produced by drugs 
in a short space of time when taken by the healthy. But 
there is no class of affections to which this applies so 
forcibly as to chronic Vascular Deafness ; to this asser¬ 
tion I defy contradiction. 

It is additionally difficult to illustrate the actions of 
remedies upon the ear from there being few, if any, out¬ 
lying symptoms, such as neuralgias, headaches, &c., 
present, the removal of which would constitute evidence 
of drug action. Even the symptom, tinnitus, is too 
irregular in its progress to establish from its removal in a 
solitary case where deafness is present, a claim for drug 
effect. While these difficulties undoubtedly exist, these 
by no means constitute an adequate reason for pro¬ 
nouncing the disease to be incurable. 

Just before commencing to write this article I had in 
with me an allopathic colleague whom I had treated for 
sixteen months for deafness. On the left side he had 
been deaf all his life, on the right increasingly so for 
eight or nine years. Old healed perforations existed in 
both ears. 

When he first came to me he heard barely off contact 
on the right side, now he hears at about eight inches, and 
his voice hearing is better and more stationary than it 
has been for the last eight years. He has attended me 
regularly while being treated with single doses, and often 
without appreciable result, though on the whole keeping 
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in a more uniform state than before. But where are we 
to get patients who will do this ? This is a great diffi¬ 
culty. Some of you may be curious to know what remedy 
has done most good, and my reply must be that several 
contributed to the result; but most notable was the 
action of Calendula , winding up with a dose of Rheum 
Rhaponticum , our garden rhubarb. 

Since taking this latter remedy he has remained well, 
and finds his professional duties much less irksome. This 
has been the case for some two years. I will not 
stay to discuss the action of Rheum , beyond saying how 
nearly allied to it is the medicinal rhubarb, the proving 
of which gives us very distinct ear symptoms. The case 
is one where a valuable professional life would have been 
lost but for treatment; for certainly had he gone on as he 
was doing before my treatment, he would have had to 
give up his practice altogether in a very short time. 

It would be an insult to a medical audience to suppose 
that these few details taken alone afforded satisfactory 
evidence of medicinal action in the above case. They do 
not; but for this blame rests upon the natural history of 
the ailment, and not upon me. Nor can we obtain satis¬ 
factory evidence unless there can be no doubt whatever 
that the beneficial change was due to the remedy, as in 
the case published by me,* where the dose given mani¬ 
fested unquestionable effects from the first. 

It is said that the presence of stiffening and thickening 
of the muco-periosteal structures found in the cadaver, in 
the middle ear, in cases where chronic dysecoia existed, is 
sufficient proof that the affection is incurable. 

Against this I protest most vehemently. 

The idea that the curative force of drugs is incapable 
of restoring parts indurated by disease to their pristine 
suppleness and resilience is one so entirely condemnatory 
of all our efforts past and present for the cure of disease, 
that I for one cannot for a moment accept it. The case 
already referred to contradicts this assertion; for if after 
some months* treatment a man who was gradually getting 
deaf, and the structures of whose ear were visibly cica¬ 
trised, comes to hear better than he has done for years, 
the evidence is as good as it is possible to get that 
resiliency of structure has been restored. 

* Arborivital Medicine ; the Problems of Homeopathy Solved. John Bale 
and Sons, London, 1896. 
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But before proceeding further, let us consider our 
position, as without this, discussion necessarily becomes 
a hopeless wrangle. When we use the term “chronic 
deafness ” we must remember we are making mention 
simply of a symptom; and this being so, it is very desir¬ 
able, before attempting to discuss its curability, to refer 
it to a pathological basis. Chronic deafness may be --(a) 
Catarrhal, (b) Nervous, or (c) Vascular; it may owe origin 
to obstructive causes either within the ear, as meatual 
and Eustachian impaction, or, without the ear, to out¬ 
growths from the nasal cavity and pressure effects arising 
from imbedded wisdom teeth, or from the molar teeth 
being too large for imperfectly formed jaws. Then we 
may have Cerebral Deafness, but, as its name applies, it 
is not accompanied by any known change of structure in 
the ear. 

Obstructive lesions, whether the obstruction be approxi¬ 
mate or remote, and cerebral deafness are outside of our 
inquiry. We then get catarrhal, which in its conse¬ 
quences is generally obstructive, and nervous deafness. 
Both these present, as do all chronic diseases, difficulties 
of treatment, but our remedies will benefit a larger pro¬ 
portion of these than perhaps of any chronic diseases 
known. Nervous deafness appears certainly very obsti¬ 
nate, and is very uncertain in its duration ; but, as I have 
over and over again pointed out, it comes as it goes— 
suddenly; and even when accompanied by ear enfeeble- 
ment, much may be done by medicinal treatment. 

We are then face to face with the gradually developing 
deafnesses, vascular deafness. Even here we have to 
distinguish between those in which evidence of past or 
present ulcerated rupture*exists, and those in which the 
roembrana tympani is fairly normal, or at most anemic or 
slightly thickened. 

What can we do with our repertories and materm 
medica for chronic deafness with a fairly normal mem¬ 
brane ? I answer emphatically : if we proceed to treat it 
as often advised in books, and depend alone upon the 
selection of the remedy, and adhere to the usual method 
of administration by repeating the dose, we can do nothing 
whatever for it—it is absolutely incurable; while, if we 
treat it with single doses that are well-indicated, and 
allow a sufficient time for these to act, it is a fairly curable 
affection ; the time factor, therefore, is all important. 
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Chronic vascular deafness is, par excellence , the disease 
in which Hahnemann’s canon applies with fullest force: 
“ The carefully selected homeopathic remedy should act 
until it has completed its effect ” (Chronic Diseases , vol. i. 
p. 150, Hempel’s trans.). 

The selection is not the only or even the all-important 
matter: we must put in force as well the scientific 
method of administration. We cannot separate them, 
the good effect of the selection is lost if we fail to observe 
conditions. We may sow the right seed, but the 
expected activity will not result unless the conditions 
for its growth are such as the seed requires. 

And here comes in what I term “ the dose-frequency 
law,” and which implies that the true curativd action of 
a remedy is proportioned to the duration of the disease 
upon which it has to act. The remedy must be given 
time to act, and allowed to act in its own way, and with¬ 
out any interference from other drugs ; if this be dome, 
then I affirm that even a roughly indicated homeopathic 
remedy will often cure the case where one selected with 
great care fails ; and even if it does not cure, greater 
benefit will ensue than is possible from any known 
treatment. 

This is the deliberate conclusion at which I arrive after 
careful investigation of the subject during the eighteen 
years I have devoted myself specially to aural diseases. 

The stock objection that this pronouncement is tanta¬ 
mount to a depreciation of the homeopathic method of 
selection is ridiculous ; the closer, i.e ., the more accurate, 
is our selection in accordance with the doctrine of similars, 
the better; my contention is simply that accuracy of 
selection alone will not do, and in this I have the support 
of Hahnemann himself, if his words already quoted are 
logically interpreted. 

I dare not depart from the teachings of a life-time ; 
the results to which I have come have been arrived at 
deliberately, and whatever contention these may create 
matters little to me; I have kept back nothin?, and have 
given the truth in its fulness to the best of my ability. 
For nearly seventeen years I have laboured at the London 
Homeopathic Hospital at the most obstinate and despair¬ 
ing department of medicine, and that at length a rift in 
the cloud is plainly observable is to me the happiest of 
thoughts. It is a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of 
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fire by night; and that it by no means leads me astray 
the results obtained in the dispersal of obstinate disease 
amply testify. 


A CASE OF WASP STING (VESPA VULGARIS), 
WITH REMARKS. 

By E. D. Shibtliff, L.R.C.P. Lond., M.R.C.S. Eng. 


The following case of wasp sting has just occurred in 
my practice, which I thought it might be interesting to 
record. 

On June 18th last I was called about 12.30 p.m. in 
haste to see a lodging-house keeper who lived close by, 
and who was said to be very bad after a wasp sting. I 
went at once, and found the patient, a woman of 50, 
had been stung somewhere about the right eye by a 
wasp about 12.15 p.m. The wasp was crawling just 
above her eye as she was making pastry in the kitchen, 
and as she went to brush it off it stung her. The blue- 
bag was applied immediately over the closed eye and 
a teaspoonfrd (all they had) of neat brandy was given, 
as she felt rather faint and queer. She then went out 
into the garden to pick beans, to do which she had to 
stoop, the sun being hot at the time. She very soon felt 
worse, and made for indoors, which she with difficulty 
reached, and sat in a chair. She felt at this time faint 
and as if swelled all over, wanted her clothes undone, 
which was accordingly done. She then became w’orse, 
and was got on to the sofa, where I found her. She had 
also experienced an aching pain at the seat of the sting, 
which she said “ ached into her head.” 

When I arrived she was quite unconscious, making a 
loud noise with her breathing so that I could hear her 
before I entered the room. It was not stertor, but each 
expiration was made as though she were straining or 
groaning. Inspiration was free, but accompanied by slight 
rattling of mucus in the throat. She made no sign when 
loudly spoken to. The nose, lips, and ears were blue. 
The face looked bloated, and so did her body (compared 
with what it looked the next day). Her chest and arms 
were covered with a cold, clammy sweat, and I could feel 
no pulse at the wrist. Feet were fairly warm. Eyes 
were closed. Bespirations about twenty-two to the 
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minute. Altogether it looked quite possible that she 
might not recover. There was a red mark with a centre 
punctum at the root of the nose right between the eyes 
like a flea-bite, which looked as though it might be the 
place where she was stung; there was no stmg left in 
discernible (I have read the wasp occasionally leaves its 
sting in, the bee more frequently). No localised swelling 
anywhere. I had brought my hypodermic with me and 
some Strychnine pellets (gr. in each). To begin with 
I found my hypodermic would not work through con¬ 
traction of the piston, but by vigorously working it 
without the needle in some whisky (they had no brandy) 
the piston soon swelled out and I was able to draw up a 
syringeful of the spirit (about 5ss.), which I injected in the 
region of the heart, at the inner margin of the left breast. 
I waited a few moments and then injected another and 
then another. I still could feel no pulse, but on applying 
my stethoscope to the heart apex I could hear some good 
heart thumps through the noisy breathing. I waited a 
little longer, and as there was no appearance of improve¬ 
ment I injected gr. of Strychnine. Still no response 
after waiting a bit, so I had some mustard mixed up to a. 
paste with hot water (I think hot water makes mustard 
more active than cold), and spread some thickly on linen 
and applied it to the heart region under the left breast. 
As soon as this was on there seemed some response, but 
whether it was from this or the previously employed 
remedies I could not say. I also put one on each calf. 
We then put a warm cloak all over her chest, another 
round her legs and feet, shut the door, and opened the win¬ 
dow wide for fresh air. The cyanosis was now disappearing 
and a healthy colour coming, the pulse was perceptible, 
though very easily extinguished and too feeble to count. 
The beats were unequal in force, and during inspiration 
the pulse could not be felt, becoming perceptible again on 
expiration. (I have just been treating a case with this 
latter peculiarity of pulse, and it markedly and perma¬ 
nently improved after Calc.-c. 6, after other remedies had 
failed to alter it.) 

On asking the patient now how she felt, she tried to 
say something, but w T e could not understand what. She 
now gradually got better and opened her eyes. Pupils 
were seen to be contracted and conjunctiva congested,, 
looking red and suffused with blood. 
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When I could count the pulse I found it 120, then a 
little after 108, then 100, then 88, then 84, next day 72. 
As soon as the patient could swallow we gave her strong 
whisky and water, as hot and as much as she could drink. 
During this amendment her pulse every now and then 
would appear to be sinking again, and I was not free from 
anxiety about her till about 1.45 p.m., when she seemed 
safe. She also once appeared to doze, and then the 
breathing was quiet and natural, but on waking it became 
noisy again. 

She was in time able to say “ Better ” in reply to our 
questions, and then could move herself and say, “ I feel 
much better,” in a stronger voice. When she seemed 
all right she said she still felt faintness and nausea. 

When I first arrived and was getting my syringe ready 
she had some retching, and her daughter incautiously 
raised her into a sitting posture till I tend her to put her 
down again. 

When she was better she had a nasty irritating cough 
with rattling of mucus in larynx, which was hawked up 
and swallowed. She complained of the burning of the 
mustard, which we removed, sponging her well, drying, 
and putting flannel on. The patient said the red mark 
at the root of the nose was an old mark and that she 
was stung on the right upper lid. After sponging off the 
blue, however, we could find no trace of a sting mark. 

At the first I tried to think of a homeopathic remedy 
suitable to the condition, but could not, and if I had been 
successful I should probably not have had it with me. 
Opium I thought of, hut not as suitable. 

Dr. Clarke, in The Prescriber , gives for the collapse of 
snake-bite Hydrocyanicum Acidum 1st potency every ten 
minutes, and Moschus 3rd in the same way. Of course, if 
the patient is unconscious you could only put the remedy 
inside the lips or inject it subcutaneously. I do not know 
whether a remedy that has produced such a state would 
bring a patient round if given (in potency of course), but 
I should feel more inclined to trust to direct heart and 
nerve stimulants when a patient is in such an alarming 
condition. What do the editor of this journal and his 
readers think ? 

Mustard to the precordia acts, I suppose, as a direct 
stimulant to the heart. I read some time back that when 
a blister is applied over the pleural region (of cantharides. 
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I think) it causes a reddening of the free surfaces of the 
pleurae immediately beneath it and over a space corre¬ 
sponding to the area of the blister. I believe this has 
been observed in a post mortem on the human subject, 
where the patient has died soon after the application of a 
blister on the thorax, and also in experiments on animals, 
so that a blister for pleurisy is rough and severe homeo¬ 
pathy. Possibly in the same way 1 thought mustard over 
the heart might cause some irritation of its nerves or 
muscle, but I do not know. 

The mustard on the calves would act, I suppose, as a 
stimulant to the nervous system by means of the sensory 
nerves, but the application of mustard was simply made 
because I have read of its being done in similar cases, but 
do not know why. Will any one tell me ? 

I injected the whisky and Strychnine near the heart as 
I thought it would get to the heart and brain more quickly 
than if injected into the arm, the circulation being so 
feeble. 

The sensation of being swelled and wanting the 
clothes undone is like Lachesis and the other snake 
poisons. 

The blue, which is in repute for local applications for 
stings, is, I believe, indigo, from the indigo plant— Indigo - 
fera tinctoria y “obtained,” says the B.H.P., “by oxida¬ 
tion of an infusion of the leaves and stems.” It is said 
to contain alkali, on account of which it is supposed by 
some to do good. Ammonia is also in repute as an 
immediate local application. Ipecacuanha powder made 
into a paste is also recommended. 

Probably in a case of sting it is wise to apply at once 
an alkali, Ammonia perhaps, which would probably be the 
most handy, and then (as several cases of death have 
been recorded from a single sting) to drink a stiff glass of 
hot brandy and water, and lie down for an hour in a cool 
room with the window open, and, if any sign of collapse 
appears warmly wrapped up. Most of the deaths I have 
read of from single stings have occurred where the sting 
has been about the head and neck, but one case is 
recorded in Allen’s Encyclopedia where death occurred 
in twenty minutes in a man from a sting from a “ yellow 
wasp ” on the finger (rt.). 

It is considered that the deaths occur from idiosyncrasy, 
the patients being peculiarly and individually susceptible 
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to the venom, or that the sting has entered immediately 
into a vein instead of the intercellular tissue. The 
venom is considered to be of the nature of formic acid, 
which is, I suppose, the reason why an alkali is recom¬ 
mended locally. 

Teste, from the current use of the wild rosemary 
(Ledum palustre ) to kill lice, and from some of its cuta¬ 
neous symptoms, was led to use it internally to subdue 
the itching from mosquito bites, and being successful 
tried it for wasp and bee stings, in which he says “the 
result was less prompt but still very satisfactory.” 

My patient had lost her appetite for some days pre¬ 
vious to the sting; she is a bad sleeper, and for three 
months has had much cooking to do over a fire. These 
debilitating causes, together with stooping about in a 
hot sun after the sting, may have helped to make its 
effect unusually grave. 

I visited her the next day and found her looking pale, 
feeling weak, and still having the sensation of being 
swelled all over. She was up. There was some swelling 
under the right eye, but no mark of a sting anywhere. 
Gave Lachesis 6 t.d.s. Attendance discontinued. 

She was stung about two years ago on the scalp of the 
vertex. Felt faint then and as if going to lose her reason. 
She applied blue, and lay down, and, I think she said, 
took brandy and got all right. 

She has always been apt, if excited or in a close room, 
to feel faint. Her daughter told me she thought her 
mother had some heart weakness. I have been told of 
several children, and even a baby, who have all been 
stung about the face this year without any noticeable 
bad effect following. 

It may be interesting to add that the wasp makes a 
comb, which is called its “nest.” One which we 
destroyed this year in our garden was made in an excava¬ 
tion in a rock-work. The cells of the comb were filled 
with the larv© and pup© of the insect. Both the latter 
are quite white and are, I believe, used for bait in fishing. 
The pup© have the shape of the wasp’s body somewhat, 
without the “ waist.” The larv© are like large white 
maggots, and you can distinguish a head in them. The 
wasps appear to be very industrious, courageous, and 
persevering, and difficult to kill. However, with the aid 
of paper soaked in petroleum and methylated spirit and 
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well sprinkled with sulphur burnt beneath the comb, 
which we exposed by digging (of course at night), we 
destroyed nearly all; the remaining stragglers were 
enticed into the house next day and then killed. 

Malvern, June 19, 1896. 


A FERRUM PHOS. CASE. 

By L. Nabain Mookerjee. 

The grandson of Mr. S. M., aged six years, had been 
suffering for about six weeks from a very severe inflamma¬ 
tion of the left thigh. He had been treated at first by Mr. 
S. M. himself, according to the native system of medicine, 
and lastly by an old-school practitioner with his usual 
Iodine and tonics, but to no purpose—the inflammation 
making considerable headway. On the 18th of August, 
1896, the child was placed under my care, with a request 
“ to try if anything could be done to save him.” A minute 
and careful examination revealed as follows:—The affected 
thigh was four times its natural size, of an intense red 
colour, very hard and unyielding, cannot bear the least 
pressure, very sensitive to contact, movement of the 
affected leg or even turning in the bed was almost 
impracticable and accompanied with the greatest pain. 
The patient was reduced by prolonged suffering to skin 
and bone; profound anemia with hectic flushes over the 
cheek; complexion of a pale earthy colour; tongue coated 
white, very thick in the middle; bowels confined, had had 
no motion for six days; great tenderness of the lower 
bowels on account of the distended colon which could be 
distinctly felt, filled with hard scybala; pulse very weak, 
small and thread-like, 115 per minute, yielding and inter¬ 
mittent. Grets fever in the evening at about 3 p.m., which 
lasts through the whole night and passes off about 4 a.m. 
in the morning; temperature 96*8 in the morning and 
102*4 in the evening. Family history showed nothing 
special. Had no other ailment previous to the present 
one; cannot sleep at night for pain which makes him cry. 

I put the child on Merc.-Iod ., 3x four doses to be 
taken morning and evening for two days, and ordered a 
bandage of dry cotton to be applied over the part to keep 
it from atmospheric contact. 

August 20th. Had a motion to-day, passed a good many 
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hard scybala; no fever since yesterday. night slept 

quite well, did not cry out for pain. Th^affected fhigb 
not so sensitive to touch or con$W^ Swatting seems 
to be a little diminished and not so naft^y&nd^unyielduag 
as before. Tongue cleaned. !ij 

R. Eepeat. 

22nd. Had fever last evening, could not sleep in the 
night. The pain in the thigh was rather of a pricking 
nature; bowels confined. 

R. Hep. Sulph. 30 three times a day for two days. 

25th. No fever since yesterday; bowels acted; could 
not sleep in the night for pain. The affected part is very 
painful, hard and unyielding as before. 

R. Silicia 30x three times a day for two days. 

28th. No change for the better, everything as before. 

I left the patient with two powders of Sac. Lact.> re¬ 
questing Mr. S. M. to call next morning for medicine. 

All my tried and carefully selected medicines left me in 
the lurch. The patient was no better than when I first 
took charge of him. I consulted Dr. Schussler’s book on 
Twelve Tissue Remedies and Dr. Farrington’s Clinical 
Materia Medica for occasional remarks thereon, and 
selected Ferrum Phos. as medicine for the present case, 
not only for the inflammation, which, although enduring 
for a long time, would not suppurate, but specially for the 
general debility and impoverished condition of the blood 
and other constitutional anomalies which called for it. I 
gave eight powders of the 6th decimal trituration, about a 
grain each to be taken morning and evening for four days. 

I called again on the 1st of September, 1896, when lo! 
to my utter astonishment, I found the inflammation gone 
down by more than half. There was no redness what¬ 
ever ; the part had lost its sensitiveness and was quite soft 
and flabby with a very slight pain on pressure. The 
patient had his bowels regularly moved twice daily from 
the time he commenced taking Ferrum Phos. ; his general 
appearance changed considerably; had no fever for the 
last four days. He can now walk a little and feels no 
other inconvenience except a little heaviness and occasional 
formication in the part. In a word, if I am permitted to 
say so, the medicine acted like magic. Ferrum Phos. was 
continued a dose every morning for about a week more, 
after which I discontinued my visits. The child is now 
quite well and has put on flesh considerably. 
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This is certainly a very brilliant example of how promptly 
and energetically a medicine acts when truly homeopathic 
to the disease, that is, when applied in accordance with 
the law of similia , covering each and every phase of a 
given case. Had the child been treated according to the 
good old allopathic fashion up to the last with its usual 
and much vaunted externals and tonics certainly the sur¬ 
geon's knife could not have been spared, and even then who 
knows what would have been the result. Surely—to ex¬ 
press myself—homeopathy is not only a system far superior 
to any other system of medical treatment and sacred in its 
very nature, but really it is a blessing to humanity. 

Waltair, Sept. 23, 1896. 


MATERIA MEDICA MISCELLANY. 

By J. R. P. Lambert, M.D. 

Arsenical Affections of the Skin. —In a paper on this 
subject (British Journal of Dermatology) Dr. Juliano 
Moreira has narrated four cases of acute arsenical poison¬ 
ing, and four others of over-dosing, which collectively 
represented the following forms of cutaneous eruptions, 
bright rubeoloid, erysipelatous, or livid erythema; 
papules; painful vesicles (cervico-subclavicular herpes in 
one case); blebs varying in size from a split-pea to a goose- 
egg ; pustules and boils the size of a pea ; wartlike 
growths ; edema and thickening of the skin ; fine 
desquamation, sometimes lamellar, especially on the 
palms and soles, where the masses of epidermis were large 
and thick in three cases; hard papular points at the 
mouth of the sweat ducts; pigmentations and bronzing, 
in one case like silver nitrate staining; crusts, ulcers, and 
scars were also observed. Itching was a pronounced 
symptom in some cases, and worse at night. 

The Edema of Apis. —In a paper on Apis in the 
Clinique Dr. C. H. Evans says: “ The Apis edema has 
this peculiarity, that in extent and degree it is out 
of proportion to the severity of the accompanying 
symptoms. As a rule the parts affected are not tensely 
swollen but ‘ doughy * to the touch, very much like a 
cushion. Although pallor of the skin is the rule, yet there 
is sometimes redness of the skin, but, unlike that produced 
by Belladonna or other drugs, it is pinkish or rosy red in 
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colour, which is also true of the various Apis eruptions. 
Purplish redness when it occurs is necrotic, and sphace¬ 
lation may ensue.” 

Calcarea Fluorica in Osteal Diseases .— Calc. Fluor . is 
recommended in “ exudations from the surface of bones 
which quickly harden and assume a nodular or jagged 
form. Indurated enlargements in fascia and capsular 
ligaments of joints, solidified in filtrations. Osseous 
growths in carpal and tarsal articulations attended with 
piercing, darting, grinding pains in the joints; super¬ 
numerary bones, nodes, and hard swellings, following 
rheumatism, suppuration of bones (Calc., Phos. f Sil .). 
Indurated glands of stony hardness (Con.). It often cures 
where Silica fails.”— Medical Century. 

Ledum in Chronic Bheumatism. —A woman aged 50 
had suffered for several years from rheumatism of the 
knee joints so badly that she could only walk a very short 
distance, and that sidewise and with the greatest pain. 
The pains were described as sticking, and one of the joints 
was swollen. Ledum 5th night and morning for about 
three w’eeks did not change the trouble much, and as the 
remedy seemed indicated it was given in the 14th dilution, 
one dose a day and continued for a month. There was 
considerable improvement at the end of that time and a 
continuance of the remedy entirely cured the case. 

Ledum is not only very efficacious in articular rheuma¬ 
tism, but also in gouty and rheumatic affections of the hip 
and tarsus. When the foot pains upon every step and 
the ligaments are inflamed it will often cure. It has not 
been found so useful in rheumatic affections of the upper 
extremities.— Schweizer Volksarzt. 

The Nervous and Mental Sphere of Stannum. —Depres¬ 
sion, sadness, and fearfulness are the chief characteristics 
of Stannum. The patient is given to weeping, which 
makes him worse. These symptoms may indicate 
Stannum in phthisis. 

In insane conditions it sometimes is indicated; thus 
we have a persistent fixed idea which cannot be got out 
of the mind. There are visions of fanciful things, a 
tendency to outbursts of anger, the memory is weak, and 
the patient forgetful and absent-minded. The patient 
may also be moody and sullen, talks very little, or gives 
short, curt answers; there seems to be a lack of courage 
to do anything; he dreads to see people. The anxious. 
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sad, hopeless mood is characteristic. The whole nervous 
system is weakened by Stannum , so that it becomes a 
remedy for neurasthenia or nervous exhaustion. The 
patient is weak, nervous, and irritable, cannot walk down¬ 
stairs, and drops into the chair exhausted and faint. 
Stannum has been found useful in epilepsy, reflex from 
abdominal irritation, e.g. y worms. Sexual complications 
may be present; there are clenching of the thumbs, 
unconsciousness, and episthotones. 

The spasmodic symptoms are not so marked as the 
paralytic. It is useful in left-sided paralysis, the limbs 
are heavy, and affected parts constantly moist from 
perspiration. Paralysis from emotional causes or onanism. 

It is also useful in neuralgia from nervous debility, and 
other causes. Its characteristic indication is that the 
pain gradually increases to a certain point, and then 
gradually decreases. It is relieved by hard pressure.— 
Medical Century. 

Atropine in Enuresis. —Dr. G. T. Dunham says: “In 
obstinate cases of enuresis use Atropine Sulphate , one 
grain to an ounce of distilled water, and of this give a 
drop for each year of age at 4 and 7 p.m. It might be 
well to use one-half of this dose to begin with, but it has 
cured after the failure of many other apparently well-indi¬ 
cated remedies.”— Medical Current. 

I have seen very marked benefit in a very chronic case 
of enuresis from Atropine Sulph. in the 6th cent, attenua¬ 
tion ; in this case Belladonna had been previously used 
without effect. 


HEART REPERTORY. 

(Compiled mainly from the author ’# work on Diseases of the Heart 
and Arteries.) 

By John H. Clarke, M.D. 

(Concluded from p. 519.) 

CONCOMITANTS. 

Mind. 

Alone, desire to be—Dig. 

Alternations, violent, of disposition— Croc.-8. 

Anguish, fits of—Sul. 

-accompanying pain and trembling in heart—Bell. 

-and inquietude, generally in afternoon ; > weeping—Tab. 
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Anguish, excessive, < evening and night—Rhus. 

-(palpitation)—Puls. 

Anxiety—Aco., Cup., Dig., Najja, Plumb., Pso., Spig. 

-and apprehensive solicitude for the future—Spig. 

-choking—Nux-v. 

-and disposition to cry—Ign. 

-fits of—Yer.-a. 

-and fulness (tight chest)—Carb.-v. 

-great—Dig. 

-inquietude, fear of the future—Bry. 

-and low spirits (oppression at heart)—Caust. 

-with palpitation—Sul. 

-and palpitation (with weak sensation from heart through 

abdomen to soles of feet)—Croc.-s. 

-restlessness, excessive anguish which allows no rest ; 

< evening in bed or in morning on awaking, and often with 
trembling and cold sweats— Ars. 

Anxious sadness, especially in evening and at night—Rhus. 
Apprehension of death and excessive timidity about dying Mosch. 

-fear of consumption and heart disease— Calc . 

Bewildered mental state—^4poc. 

Clairvoyance— Aco . . 

Cloud, sensation as of heavy black, settled all over him, enveloping 
him so that all was darkness and confusion, while at the same 
time it weighed like lead on his head.— Cimidf, 

Cry, disposition to, and anxiety— Ign. 

Cut and tear everything, desire to in mama— Ver.-a. 

Death, apprehension of and timidity about—Mosch. 

-fear of—Naja. 

Delirium, with constant talking—Ver.*a. 

Despair— Aur. 

Despairing of*salvation—Sul. 

Discoura gement—Bry. 

Disgusted with life—Sul. 

Excitability—Iod. 

Fear of death—Dig. 

-with, (fears heart will stop unless he keeps constantly 

moving)— Gels . 

Fearfulness—Ver.-a. 

Frightened easily—Ver.-a. 

-great tendency to be—Sul. 

Gloom—Plumb. 

-mental, and fear of death— Cimicif. 

Hurry, with feeling of impotence—Lil.-t. . 

Ill-humour and obstinacy, disposition to take everything m bad part 
—Calc. 

Irascibility and passion—Bry. 

Irritability— Lack ., Lycops., Nux.-v., Sul. 

Irritable, peevish, misanthropic—Lyc. 

Kiss everybody, desire to— Ver.-a. 

Laughter, uncontrollable— Croc.-s . 

Low spirits (with oppression at heart)—Caust. 

Mania, amorous and religious—Ver.-a. 

Melancholy—Plumb., Tab. 
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Melancholy and sadness— Sul. 

-and inquietude, with desire for death —Aur. 

-much sadness, inclination to weep, < by consolation— 

Nat.-m. 

Memory weak—Dig. 

-very weak, especially for proper names— Sul. 

Mental agitation and nervousness accompanying heart affections— Ign * 

-derangement—Cup. 

-disquietude—Pso. 

-torpor—Plumb. 

Omits words and letters when writing, uses wrong words— Lyc . 
Religious and philosophical reveries, with fixed ideas— Sul. 

Sadness and apprehensiveness— Lyc. 

Sensitiveness, weeps when thanked—Lyc. 

Solitude, desire for—Rhus. 

Suicide, disposition to, from great anguish—Aur. 

Tension, mental—Aco. 

Thinking difficult—Dig. 

Timidity—Sul. 

U nconsciousness—Cimicif. 

Uneasiness respecting his condition and prospects— Sul. 

Violent outbreaks, desire to strike—Ver.-a. 

Weakness, intellectual, nervous, and physical—Bar.-c- 
Weep, inclined to—Rhus. 

Weeps all day; cannot calm herself—Lyc. 

Sensorium. 

Dizzy, w’hen walking he becomes—Spig. 

Giddiness and fainting—Aur. 

Vertigo and faintness from heart weakness—Lach. 

-with palpitation after walking—Iber. 

Brain. 

Brain, congestion of—Cimicif. 

-waving sensation in—Cimicif. 

Head. 

Head, blood seems to rush to heart and mount rapidly to—Glon. 

-congestion in—Ver.-v. 

-hot, feet cold—Sul. 

-sweat on—Cimicif. 

Headache, full and heavy, frontal and occipital, with great heat at 
vertex—Sul. 

Headache > by uncovering—Lyc. 

Head and chest, cold sweat of—Calc. 

Temple, left, severe pain—Naja. 

Eyes. 

Blindness (with faintness)—Ver.-v. 

Clouded sight (palpitation)—Puls. 

Eyes—muse® volitantes—Tab. 

Ears. 


E ars—Tinni tu s—T ab. 
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Nose. 

Nose-bleed, frequent—Bry. 

Face. 

Face, aeneous, coppery eruption on—Carb.-an. 

-blue—Cact. 

-Livid—Cimicif. 

-pallor of—Aco., Tab. 

-especially on rising from recumbent position— Dig. 

Features drawn—Tab. 

Flushed, anxious look, rapid hard breathing—Spo. 

Forehead, cold clammy sweat on— Ver.-a. 

Lips dry, swollen and cracked— Bry. 

-purple—Am.-c. 

Redness and bloatedness of— Bell. 

Mouth. 

Breath offensive—Merc. 

-sour-smelling— Nux-v. 

Tongue. 

Tongue, large, flabby, indented by teeth—Merc. 

-Thickly coated—Bry. 

-White coated—Kali-mur., Merc. 

Taste. 

Taste of blood in mouth—Lil.-t. 

Throat and Esophagus. 

Esophagus, burning in— Stroph. 

-and stomach, burning in, with loss of appetite and extreme 

gastric distress, which not rarely rose to vomiting; sometimes 
there was diarrhea— Stroph. 

Choking, with palpitation, after walking—Iber. 

Throat, constriction in, with stitching pains in heart—Iberis. 
-constriction in, violent—Tab. 

Appetite. 

Appetite, entire loss of—Iod. 

Hunger, canine— Iod. 

-soon after eating—Calc. 

Loathing of food, followed by choking and vomiting after eating— 
Stroph. 

Thirst for small quantities frequently, unquenchable— Ars. 

Stomach. 

Acidity—Calc., Sul. 

Epigastrium, pressure on—Nux.-v. 

-sinking sensation at, chiefly from 10 a.m. to 12 noon— Sul. 

-sinking sensation at, < afternoon— Lyc. 

-retracted— Am.-c. 
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Eructations of mouthfuls of food, very acid, some time after it has 
been taken— Sul . 

Excessive flatulence—Lyc. 

Faintness and sinking at stomach, as if he would die—Dig. 

Flatulent indigestion; all food disagrees, even the most innocent— 
Carb.-v. 

Fulness after the least food—Lyc. 

Gastric catarrh, with anemia—(Llangammarch Spa) Bar.-m. 
Heartburn—Calc. 

Indigestion—Bry. 

Nausea—Tab. 

-and faintness—Thyr. 

-and inclination to vomit (palpitation)—Nux.*v. 

Stomach, burning in—Stroph. 

-disorder—Conval. 

V omiting—Stroph. 

Weight or stone at chest, sense of, worse after meals— Bry. 

Liver. 

Fatty (with atheroma of arteries)—Vanad. 

Region of, soreness and hardness—Dig. 

Spleen. 

Region of, and heart, stitches through—Carb.-v. 

Stool, Rectum, and Anus. 

Constipation—Bry., Lyc., Nat.*m., Nux-v., Sul. 

Diarrhea, palpitation with purging— Ant.4. 

Griping and soft stool, palpitation with— Hcemat. 

Hemorrhoids—Sul. 

Stool, diarrhea (palpitation)—Nit.-ac. 

-white, palpitation with purging— Ant. 4. 

-with (diarrhea) violent beating though not rapid— Dig . 

Stools, white— Dig. 


Urinary Organs. 

Kidneys, acts on—Stroph. 

Urinary symptoms— Lith.-c. 

Urine deposits red sand— Lyc. 

- expulsion of, involuntary, by cough or slight exertion — 

Camt. 

-scanty, albumen and casts, dropsy—Adonis. 

Generative Organs. 

Spermatorrhea, weakness and erethism— Dig. 

Amenorrhea—Cup. 

Menses too early and too profuse—Calc. 

-scanty—Lil.-t. 

Ovarian disorder—Conval. 

-region, severe pain—Naja. 
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Uterus, bearing down, or dragging down, sensatfdo-^lirt^^(. 
Uterine disorder—Conval. ^ 

-prolapse—Lil.-t. 

S 



Respiratory Organs. ^ r - 

Air feels cool even into lungs on inspiring— Lith.-c. V? /f 

Breathing very difficult at night and on walking in the 

requiring deep inspirations— Aur . ? V 

0 Blood-spitting with heart disease— Ars.-iod. 

Cough, chronic—Ars.-iod. 

-dry—Tab. 

-with bloody sputum—Am.-c., Arn., °Ars.-iod., Lyes., Merc.* 


° Stroph. 

Dyspnea (palpitation)—Am.-c. 

° Expectoration of blood—Stroph. 

Heaviness in chest (palpitation)—Nux-v. 
Hoarseness, great and long-lasting—Carb.-v. 
Lung disorders, chronic— Ars.-iod. 

Lungs, coarse rales in—Am.-c. 


Trunk. 

Great weakness of body after walking—Spig. 

Heaviness of the whole body—Bar.-c. 

Muscles, soreness of, excessive— Cimicif. 

Numbness of body— Cimicif. 

Pulsation over whole body—-Glon. 

-through all body—Phos. 

-conscious over whole body—Lil.-t. 

Neck and Back. 

Back, pain in— Bar.-m. 

Burning as from hot coals between scapulae— Lye. 

Nape of neck, pains in—Cimicif. 

-pain extending to— Naja. 

Limbs. 

Han ds and feet cold—Gels. 

Limbs, coldness of—Dig., Lycops. 

-hands and feet and clamminess of; sensation as if had on 

damp stockings— Calc . 

-cramp in—Verat. 

-hands and feet hot, sweaty—Sul. 

-pains in finger-joints tender and painful; sleeplessness— 

Lith.-c. 

-stiff—Calc. 

-trembling of, with palpitation—Cup.-ars. 

Upper Extremities. 

Arm, numbness of, with palpitation—Lach. 

-numbness, particularly about the elbow, very frequently with 

hypertrophy or dilatation of right ventricle—Puls. 
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Arm, left, heaviness and paralytic weakness of—Dig. 

-pain down—Dig. 

-numb—Kalm. Rhus, Spig. 

-numbness with pain—Aco. 

-dull heavy pain, with pain at base of heart—Iber. 

-pains and numbness from scapula to shoulder and arm, < 

deep inspiration— Cup.-ars. 

-pain down from heart region with numbness and feeling as 

if bound to side— Cimicif. 

-pain extending to—Naja. 

-pains radiating down with numbness—Aco. 

-painful sensation of paralysis and torpor—Rhus. 

-pressure and pains in—Kalm. 

Arms, trembling in (ebullitions in chest and heart)—Sul. 

Chilblains—Lach. 

Fingers, numbness and tingling at tips with pain in left arm and base 
of heart—Iber. 

-go to sleep easily—Dig. 

-left, tingling of, as if going to sleep, with anxiety—Aco. 

Finger-joints tender and painful—Lith.-c. 

Hands burning—Ha 1 mat. 

Fingers and toes, nodosities on—Calc. 

Scapula, left, pain in, extending to side shoulder and arm with numb¬ 
ness, < deep inspiration—Cup.-ars. 

Shoulder, left, pain and numbness originating in scapula and involv¬ 
ing arm, < deep inspiration—Cup.-ars. 

Lower Extremities. 

Feet burning, patient in vain tries to find a cool place for them at 
night— Sul. 

-cold—Lach. 

-cold, head hot—Sul. 

Legs, weakness in (palpitation with soft stool)—Hsemat. 

Generalities. 

Air hunger—Carb.-v. 

Burning pains—Ars. 

Bursting sensations—Glon. 

Collapse—Aco. 

■Cry out, pains cause to—Cact. 

Cyanosis—Am.-c., Dig. 

Discharges blood-streaked, purulent—Merc. 

Dislike for work—Pso. 

Dropsy—Stroph. 

Dropsy and albuminuria—Adonis. 

Dying, felt as if—Thyr. 

Emaciation—Calc. 

-extensive—Iod. 

Epileptiform convulsions—Conval. 

Erethism with full accelerated pulse—Merc. 

Evacuations, fetid—Pso. 

Flu shings—Lach. 

-climacteric—Glon. 
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Hysteria—Conval. 

Hysterical conditions—Nat.-m. 

Languor (palpitation)—Caust. 

Lividity—Tab. 

Livid, almost blue-black—Thyr. 

N ervousness—Lycps. 

Neuralgia, especially of left side—Spig. 

Numbness of parts after pain has left—-Kalm. 

Obesity—Calc. 

(Edema—Stroph. 

Paralysis and degeneration of tissue—Bar.-c. 

Paralytic weakness—Bar.-m. 

Prostration—Ver. -a. 

-intense, with desire to lie down—Pso. 

Restlessness—Cimicif. 

-intense—Aco. 

-which prompts continual change of place—Tab. 

Sensations, burning, which rise into chest—Spo. 

Sensitiveness—N ux-v. 

-excessive and excitability—Coffea-crud. 

-excessive and weakness—Spig. 

Speak, unable to—Tab. 

Speaking difficult—Apoc. 

Strains, sensitive to—-Calc. 

Throbbings—Lach. 

‘ Trembling—Bar.-m. 

Tremblings and twitchings—Cimicif. 

' Tremors— Merc . 

'Twitchings and tremblings—Cimicif. 

Unendurable, all pains are—Coff.-crud. 

Walk, unable to—Tab. 

Want of strength and dejection, < morning early—Calc. 

Weakness, excessive—Spig. 

- to the extent of fainting with nocturnal coldness of skin 

generally—Mosch. 

Weep, pains cause to—Cact. 

Weather and Temperature. 

Air, open, great sensitiveness to—Calc., Mosch., Nux-v. 

-seems cold; patient seeks the fireside—Mosch. 

Chilliness, desire for warmth—Ars. 

Cool room, desire for—Carb.-v. . 

Cold, sensitive to—Spig. 

Fanned, desire to be—Carb.-v. 

Sensitive to atmospheric changes—Merc. 

Sensitiveness (great) to cold, and yet a strong desire to go into the 
open air, even in bad weather, because it is found to give relief— 
Aur. 

-to stormy weather— Pso. 

Susceptibility (great) to open air—Calc., Mosch., Nux.-v. 

Warmth, intolerance of—Tod. 


Chilliness—Calc., Nux-v. 


Fever. 

3 
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Chilliness even in hot weather; wants to be wrapped in furs—Pao. 
Coldness— Aco. 

-of skin generally— Mosch. 

-sensation of, mostly in spine with drawing pain— Mosch . 

Fever, violent—Ver.-vir. 

Shivering, general—Hsemat. 

Sweat—Nux.-v. 

-cold, clammy on forehead—Ver.-a. 

-fetid—Pso. 

-profuse, which does not > ; offensive—Merc. 

-with agony—Ver.-a. 


Skin. 

Eruption, coppery, aeneous on face—Carb.-an. 

Eruptions—Cup. 

Skin, irritable, unhealthy—Pso. 

-tendency to itching eruptions and unpleasant body odour—Sul. 

-unhealthy, dry, scurfy—Ars. 

Suppressed eruptions and secretions—Cup. 

Sleep and Dreams. 

Dreams, disagreeable, vexatious—Bry. 

-of fire—Rhus. 

-of robbers, murders, fire, &c.— Nat.-m . 

-of transactions of the day—Bry., Rhus. 

-of water—Ver.-v. 

Sleep agitated—Nat.-m. 

-awakens with trembling at heart and agitation as if 

frightened—Merc. 

-bad, yet great drowsiness in day-time—Sul. 

-disturbed by frightful dreams of fire—Rhus. 

-falls asleep when time to rise; or wakens 8 a.m—Nux-v. 

-frequently aroused from, with sensation as if smothering 

—Spo. 

°-soothes to—Ars.-iod. 

Sleeplessness—Spig. 

Somnolence—Am. -c. 

Starting with fright on going to sleep and during sleep—Bry. 

COURSE AND EXTENSION OF SYMPTOMS. 
Extending, arm, down left—Dig. 

-oack to, sharp pain from left nipple through chest—Lil.-t. 

-bar as if across chest from heart to right side—Heemat. 

-from before backward, sharp stinging pains—Iber. 

-pains travel from below upward—Kalmia (Ledum). 

-burning sensations rise into chest—Spo. 

-pains left chest, left lower of sternum to nape and shoulder ; 

anxiety; fear of death ; slow pulse—Dig. 

»■ - coldness or burning of chest to face—Sul. 

-constricting pain through to scapula from heart—Lil.-t. 

-cutting from left chest to shoulders—Ver.-a. 
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Extending, pain from heart region all over chest and down left arm, 
which feels numb and as if bound to side—Cimicif. 

-from heart down left arm—Kalm. 

-from heart to nape of neck, left shoulder, and arm—Naja. 

-heart, stitches in, to back between shoulders—Glon. 

-heart to stomach and abdomen—Kalm. 

-left nipple to back, sharp pain—Lil.-t. 

-pain and numbness from left scapula to shoulder and arm, 

< deep inspiration—Cup.-ars. 

-to scapula, constricting pain—Lil.-t. 

-sharp pain from left nipple through chest to back—Lil.-t. 

-shootings in chest or sternum to back or left side, < cough¬ 
ing, deep inspiration, or lifting arms—Sul. 

-stitches from heart to scapula—Kali.-c. 

Weakness, sensation of, extending from heart through whole abdomen 
down to soles of feet (with palpitation and anxiety)—Croc.-s. 

CHARACTERISTICS. 

Adynamia, profound—Kali.-iod. 

Chilly medicine—Bar.-c. 

Constriction of heart as if an iron hand prevented its normal move- 
. ment—Cact. 

Constipation obstinate, stool in form of balls; abdomen hard and 
muscles knotted ; sense of constriction, navel and anus violently 
retracted—Plumb. 

Left side—Sul. 

Pains cause to stand still—Cact. 

-move from place to place—Kalm. 

-shifting, passing rapidly from one part to another; < at 

rest; < when seated; < on rising after being seated long; 

< lying on side, especially left; > evening before midnight; 

< warm room; > open air, walking about slowly—Puls. 
Spasmodic affections with coldness of surface and collapse, especially 

if there is at same time intolerance of external heat—Camph. 
Stitching pains—Kali.-c. 

Tendency to hemorrhages—Cact. 

Wandering pains—Kalm. 

Wetting, effects of—Rhus. 


SUBJECTS. 

Catarrh, those subject to—Bar.-m. 

Circulation, irregular distribution of, flushings and local congestions 
—Sul. 

Dark hair and eyes—Iod. 

Fair persons, blue eyes, light hair—Spo. 

Fair-haired, fair-eyed, inclined to stoutness; mild and gentle dispo¬ 
sition, easily moved to tears or laughter—Puls. 

Fine complexion and delicate skin—Bell. 

Light hair, fair complexion, lax fibre—Spo. 

Lymphatic constitution—Bell. 
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Plethoric constitution—Bell. 

-individuals—Aco. 

-red-faced persons—Am. 

Portal system subject to be disordered—Sul. 

P Boric—Sul. 

Bed-faced plethoric persons—Am. 

Scrofulous—Ars.-iod., Bar.-m. 

Lean, stoop-shouldered, either sanguine or dark, intolerant of water 
and washing—Sul. 

Venous system—Sul. 

ANALOGOUS REMEDIES. 


Brvon.—Kali-mur. 

Iod.—Complementary to Lyc. 

Kali-mur anal. Brv. 

Kalmia anal. Rhododen. (botanical) Ledum. 

Ledum, Rhododendron (botanical) Kalmia. 

Lyc. complementary to Iod. 

Antidotes to Merc. Iod., Kali.-iod., Carb.-v., Lach., Bell. 
Nat.-m., chronic of Ignat. 

Pso. allied to Sulphur which it follows well. 

Bhod. anal. Kalmia, Ledum. 

Sulph. related to Aeon., Nux.-v., Puls., Psor. 


Cardiac Sensations. —Becher ( Deut . med. Wocli ., April 30th, 
1896) remarks that sensations differing much among themselves arise 
in cardiac affections. Sometimes they manifest themselves in angina 
pectoris, at other times they are known as stenocardia and cardi- 
asthenia. Cardiac sensations occur in valvular lesions, in diseases 
of the myocardium, occasionally in nervous affections, and more 
frequently in Graves’s disease. Nothnagel investigated the sensations 
of valvular lesions. During three years the author made researches 
into this subject in Litten’s policlinic. These observations are 
attended with difficulties. In the normal heart the regular and 
normally forcible contractions do not produce sensations. Only after 
exercise or excitement are they perceived by the individual. The 
author’s observations show that the simple cardiac sensations may 
be the result of (1) omission of the cardiac beat, and (2) increased 
force of the cardiac action, due to hypertrophy of the left ventricle, 
as for instance in aortic incompetence. In the former case the 
change in or absence of the stimulus produced by the omission of 
the cardiac beat is perceived. The perception of the immoderate 
cardiac action in cardiac hypertrophy finds an analogue in the 
perception of the increased cardiac action as the result of exercise. 
In the case of the intermitting heart the time between the dropping 
of the beat and the sensation can be ascertained by means of the 
kymographion. These cardiac sensations are to be classed among 
the sensations derived from organs, and the knowledge of these 
sensations is still deficient.— Brit . Med. Jour . 
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SOCIETY’S MEETING. 


BRITISH HOMEOPATHIC SOCIETY. 

The third meeting of the session was held at the London 
Homeopathic Hospital, Great Ormond Street, W.C., on Thurs¬ 
day, December 3rd, at a quarter to eight, Dr. E. M. Madden, 
president, occupying the chair. 

John Hervey Bodman,M.B., B.S.Lond., M.R.C.S.,L.R.C.P., 
of the London Homeopathic Hospital, was elected a member. 

Some discussion took place with regard to the expense of 
the publication of the Transactions of the Congress, and it was 
decided that every member of the Society should be urged to 
take one copy. 

SECTION OF MATERIA MEDIC A AND THERAPEUTICS. 

Dr. A. S. Alexander (Plymouth) then read an instructive and 
interesting paper on 4 4 Hypericum in Spasmodic Spinal Para¬ 
lysis,” in whicn he said that one of the chief obstacles to the 
successful treatment of spinal lesions was that cases are 
usually not seen till structural changes have set in. He 
alluded to the obscurity of etiology, and discussed various 
sources of origin, e.g ., syphilis, alcoholism, psora, traumatism, 
and its secondary effects on the spinal cord. He then referred 
to the paucity of drugs relating to (a) external symptoms, and 
(b) to tissue changes in the spinal cord, mentioning those 
commonly used in such cases, and passed on to a consideration 
of the pathogenesis of Hypericum as related to the nervous 
system, and its recorded therapeutic uses, and lastly narrated 
two excellent oases illustrating its value in traumatic spastic 
paralysis. A good deal of discussion followed, in the course 
of which Dr. Moir said that in cases of spinal caries the value 
of Sayres’ jacket had been exaggerated; the jury-mast properly 
applied was much better. Dr. Blackley mentioned Picric acid 
as of value in preventing secondary degeneration after nerve 
lesions. Dr. Dudgeon mentioned pinching pains of spinal 
origin as a symptom for Argent. Nit. t pains like a red-hot wire 
thrust through the leg a symptom of Digitalis , which he had 
often verified, and twitchings as an indication for Strychnine . 
Dr. Hughes said that Dr. Alexander's paper was of value, as it 
showed Hypericum to be useful in motor affections, it having 
been used mostly in sensory affections previously. Dr. Neild 
also narrated two cases where Hypericum had been of great 
value: one a supposed case of spinal caries with paralysis, 
where apparently pus had burrowed into the pelvis of the 
kidney—this case had been cured by Hypericum ; the other a 
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case of severe pain of spinal origin relieved in ten days by 
Hypericum after prolonged rest and allopathic treatment had 
failed to palliate. Dr. Alexander then replied. 

Dr. J. R. P. Lambert (London) then read a communication 
entitled 44 A Contribution to Ophthalmic Therapeutics/' in 
which he recorded two cases instancing the value of Cedron in 
supraorbital neuralgia, a bad case of detachment of the retina 
cured by Apis 6, a case of cholesterine opacities in the vitreous 
where vision was much improved by Cholest. 6x, and some 
other interesting cases. In the discussion which followed 
Dr. Madden, Dr. Hughes, Mr. Knox-Shaw, Dr. Clarke, Dr. 
Alexander, Dr. Cox, and Dr. Blackley took part. Dr. Alexander 
mentioned a case of corneal ulcer accompanied by gleet, which 
was rapidly cured by Aurum after other drugs had failed. Mr. 
Cox said he had tried Apis in detachment and had seen improve¬ 
ment in many cases, but never a cure. Dr. Lambert then 
replied, and mentioned another case of a small detachment 
which disappeared under Apis y given for severe conjunctivitis. 


INSTITUTIONS. 

LONDON HOMEOPATHIC HOSPITAL. 

POST GRADUATE COURSE. 

Summer Session , 1897. 

The Medical Staff have arranged a daily series of clinical 
lecture-demonstrations during May, June, and July, 1897. 
The main object of these courses is the clinical demonstration 
of diseases with their homeopathic and accessory treatment. 
Each course will embrace a separate specialty, and in the 
lecture-demonstrations every endeavour will be made to bring 
the detail up to date. 

Two distinct lecture-demonstrations will be given daily, 
except on Tuesdays and on alternate Fridays, when surgical 
operations and consultations respectively will take the place of 
and be regarded as equivalent to a lecture-demonstration. 

Qualified ladies ana gentlemen who intend to enter for one 
or more courses or the whole series are requested to send in 
their names to the secretaries by the end of March. Priority 
and every facility in the examination and demonstration of 
cases will be given to those so entering. 

The courses will be free to each Fellow or Member of the 
British Homeopathic Society. All other ladies and gentlemen 
will be charged an inclusive fee of three guineas. 
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The following is the sessional programme :— 


LONDON HOMEOPATHIC HOSPITAL. 


During the summer session, in the months of May, June, 
and July, a daily series of special courses will be given by the 
undermentioned specialists:— 


Dr. Dudgeon on the Pulse and Sphygmograph. 

Dr. Blackley on the Pathology of the Blood. 

Dr. Moir on Diseases of the Heart and Kidneys. 

Dr. Boberson Day on Diseases of Children and Anesthetic 
Administration. 

Dr. Washington Epps on Diseases of the Skin. 

Dr. Goldsbrough on Diseases of the Nervous System. 

Drs. Burford and Edwin A. Neatbvon Practical Gynecology. 
Mr. Knox Shaw on Ophthalmology and special surgical 
topics. 

Mr. Dudley Wright on Diseases of the Throat and Ear 
and special surgical topics. 

Mr. Johnstone on Pathology and Bacteriology. 

Mr. Gerard Smith on Orthopedic Surgery. 


Entries for the whole or any of the above courses to be made 
to the secretaries by early application. 

Sessional fee, three guineas. 

Dr. George Burford. 


Hon . Secretaries 


Mr. Dudley Wright. 


NORWICH HOMEOPATHIC DISPENSARY. 

The annual meeting of this institution was held on August 
5th, when the annual report and balance sheet were presented, 
and the committee and officers were elected. The committee 
reported another year of steady and successful work. About 
600 patients had been treated during the year, receiving 1,250 
visits at home and 2,215 consultations at the dispensary.— 
Eastern Daily Press. 


HULL HOMEOPATHIC DISPENSARY. 

BIENNIAL REPORT. 

The Committee of the Hull Homeopathic Dispensary (St. 
George’s Hall, Story Street) have issued their report for the 
past two years, and from it we learn that although the institu¬ 
tion is not nearly so extensively known as the committee would 
desire, the evidence of its value to those for whom it is designed 
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is to be found in the fact that during the last year a consider¬ 
able number of applicants have had to be turned away through 
their inability to obtain recommendations, those possessed by 
the subscribers having been speedily disposed of. Altogether 
1,069 cases have come under the treatment of the medical 
officer during the two years, whose continued care and attention 
the committee desired to acknowledge, and they expressed 
their satisfaction at the successful results obtained. In 
addition to the attention to patients at the institution, a large 
number of cases have been attended at their own homes, a 
feature greatly appreciated .—Eastern Morning News . 


EDINBURGH HOMEOPATHIC DISPENSARY. 

Thb thirteenth annual report of the Edinburgh Homeopathic 
Dispensary states that the subscriptions and donations of £168 
18s. lOd. show a large increase—the result of a generous 
response on the part of the public to the special appeal issued in 
the spring of the year, when the new premises were opened— 
and the satisfactory balance of £74 2s. 3d. The total number 
of new patients for the twelve months is 1,073—an increase of 
over 50 per cent. The committee desire to state that a cottage 
hospital, where patients could be received and treated homeo- 
pathically is a great and urgent need which they desire now to 
lace. With the view of permitting this idea to take shape, it 
is proposed that the balance now in hand, and all future yearly 
balances, shall be allowed to form a nucleus of an hospital fund. 
—Edinburgh Evening Dispatch. 


THE TREATMENT OF AFRICAN FEVER. 

HOMEOPATHY V. ALLOPATHY. 

An address on the “ Homeopathic Treatment for the Malarial 
Fevers of Africa” was delivered yesterday by Dr. J. W. 
Hayward before the members of the African Trade Section 
of the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce. 

Mr. Alfred L. Jones presided, and in introducing Dr. 
Hayward said that Liverpool merchants and shipowners 
felt acutely the responsibility of having to send men out 
to West Africa to fight against a disease which was so fatal 
to their countrymen. 

Dr. Hayward said his appearance was in response to a 
humane appeal by the chairman, and in the hope that he 
might be instrumental in inducing missionaries and European 
residents in Africa to adopt homeopathic treatment for “ black - 
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water fever/' which, he asserted, was of the same nature and 
required the same treatment as the “black vomit fever” of 
America and India, in the treatment of which homeopathic 
physicians were much more successful than old-school prac¬ 
titioners. The usual treatment of blackwater fever with 
enormous doses of quinine he looked upon as a relic of the 
erroneous and exploded notion that drugs that can kill germs 
in the chemist’s test tube can also kill germs within the living 
body, and he asserted that no drug can do this except in such 
doses as will kill the patient also. The proper sphere for 
quinine, he asserted, is in the intermittent form of the fever, 
and here one-grain doses will do all that quinine can do. He 
maintained that with well-selected medicines very small doses 
will act curatively better than large ones ; whereas no largeness 
of dose will make inappropriate medicines act at all curatively. 
He based the assertion that homeopathic medication can effect 
much better results in the treatment of malignant malarial 
fevers than that produced by the old method on a long personal 
experience of the two methods, and on published statistics. 
These latter showed that the mortality under homeopathic 
treatment is not one-third that under the old method, that the 
convalescence is much shorter, and recovery more perfect. 
He mentioned some of the medicines and doses that cure the 
various stages of the fever, and maintained that were missionaries 
and captains of vessels furnished with homeopathic medicines 
and directions, they would be able to save many valuable lives 
that would otherwise be lost; and he asserted that were he 
himself attacked with either black vomit or blackwater fever 
he w r ould insist on being treated homeopathically. He would, 
he said, much rather trust himself in the hands of an amateur 
homeopath than in those of the best and most experienced old- 
school practitioner in the world, there being always these two 
comforts—viz., that the amateur homeopath could not possibly 
do any harm, and that if well-directed homeopathic treatment 
had not saved a patient, in all probability no medical treatment 
whatever could have done so. He also maintained that homeo¬ 
pathic practitioners, knowing both methods of treatment, have 
a great advantage over old-school practitioners, because these 
do not know both. 

A short discussion on Dr. Hayward's paper was opened 
by Dr. Martin, who expressed the opinion that it would be 
advantageous for Liverpool merchants to persuade their staffs 
in Africa to indulge in homeopathic doses of “ Scotch,” in which 
case they would not need such large allopathic doses of 
medicine. 

A cordial vote of thanks was accorded to the lecturer on the 
motion of the Chairman, seconded by Mr. Tomlinson. In 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



42 


REVIEWS. 


'Homeopathic World. 
Jan. 1,1897. 


answer to an inquiry, the Chairman announced that Dr. 
Hayward’s address would be issued in pamphlet form and 
distributed on the West Coast. In reply to another inquiry, 
Dr. Hayward expressed his willingness to draw up a list of the 
most suitable medicines for combating malarial fever, and to 
prepare brief directions for using, so that a missionary or 
captain so provided would be able to prevent or cure an 
attack of the fever. A hearty vote of thanks to the Chair¬ 
man concluded the meeting .—Liverpool Daily Post , Nov. 17. 


REVIEWS. 


KEENE & ASHWELL’S DIAEY AND CASE-BOOK, 1897.* 

We are glad to announce the appearance of this well-known 
annual visitor. We can give it no greater praise than to say 
that the issue of 1897 fully sustains its reputation in the past. 


PRISONS’ SERVICE REVIEW.t 

We have received the first number of this journal, and our 
only astonishment is that it has never been started before. 
As its name would suggest, the Prisons 9 Service Review ap¬ 
proaches the subject of criminal administration from the official 
standpoint; but its opening article invokes the spirit of John 
Howard, and all who are interested in prison reform and the 
best methods of dealing with criminals, whether undergoing 
punishment and afterwards, will find much to interest them in 
the new journal and a sympathetic hearing for any views they 
may wish to ventilate. 


Collodion in Anal Fistula. —Dr. J. Garmell suggests (Med. Age) 
treatment of fistula in ano by pure collodion applied directly to the 
open wound. Though the application causes intense momentary 
pain, this is quickly succeeded oy a pleasant, comfortable sensation. 
It contracts the parts and acts as a protective, beneath which healing 
takes place rapidly.— N. Y. Med. Times. 


• Physician's Diary and Case-Book , 1897. Keene A Ashwell, 74, New 
Bond Street. 

f The Prisons' Service Review. Warwick Publishing Co., Warwick Court, 
Holborn, W.C. 6d. monthly. December, 1896. 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS, NOTES 
AND QUERIES. 


In this department we shall be happy to reply to any inquiries 
relating to homeopathy or to the matter of our magazine that our corre¬ 
spondents may like to address to us. We cannot, of course, undertake to 
give medical advice in particular cases, which is the business of a medical 
attendant; but if our medical readers like to put queries to each other 
regarding points of practice or puzzling cases, we shall be happy to insert 
queries and replies. 

Sib, —(a) Will you kindly let me know, through the medium of your 
valuable journal, what use is to be made of the chapter of “ Relationships 
of Remedies,” given in Bcenninghausen’s Therapeutic Pocket Book / I 
want some good, practical, clear directions with some illustrations. The 
copy of Bcenninghausen that I have bought is the “ new American edition 1 ' 
of the book by Dr. T. F. Allen, Philadelphia, 1891. In this copy, by some¬ 
body's mistake, pages 1-16 are missing. These pages probably contained 
some very valuable introduction and directions by the editor as to how 
the different chapters in the book are to be used; and hence I have to 
trouble you. 

(6) I have bought Lippe's Repertory. This is the second edition of the 
book published at New York. The year of publication is not given on the 
title-page. The year given under the preface is 1880. Is this the latest 
edition of the book ? If not, which is the latest, and from what firm is it 
to be had? 

(c) Can you recommend to me and my friends some good repertory ? It 
should not be too voluminous and costly. It should rather be as small 
and as cheap as it could be, and still it must be practically sufficiently full 
and thoroughly good and reliable. 

(d) Is there any book you can recommend which gives the keynotes of 
the different homeopathic medicines ? Also a small and cheap, but a very 
good book on veterinary science (of course, homeopathic). Which is the 
best book that gives excellent, full, practical directions as to how to learn 
the homeopathic materia medica, not under a professor in a college, but 
by oneself ? 

(e) Can you give me directions as to how sugar-cane globules are to be 
prepared at home ? If there is any book in which the process is given, 
you may mention it. 

Lastly, I beg to be excused for the trouble I am giving you. I live in 
an out-of-the-way place. Homeopathy is not much practised in this 
province of India. There are no qualified practitioners, no homeopathic 
schools or hospitals, in this province, no very extensive and respectable 
dealers in homeopathic medicines and literature. Under these circum¬ 
stances you can imagine what the difficulties must be for people like 
myself, who wish to learn the subject. 

I am, yours sincerely, 

Layman. 

Satura, Nov. 4, 1896. 


REPLY. 

Our correspondent has given us rather a large order, but considering 
the unfortunate circumstances in which he finds himself (and which we 
are sure will command the sympathies of Dr. Hayward) we will do our 
best to help him. 
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(а) Boenninghausen’s Pocket Book without the introduction loses half 
its value. Our correspondent should return it to the firm who supplied it 
to him and demand a complete copy. We have not space to reproduce it 
here. 

(б) The second edition of Lippe’s Repertory is a mere reprint from the 
stereotyped plates of the first. Tne two editions are identical (except that, 
the type being much worn, the printing of the second edition is exec¬ 
rable). 

(c) Our correspondent must understand that homeopathic works which 
are complete enough to be of service for extensive practice, cost much to 
prepare and print, therefore it is absurd to expect them to be cheap. The 
introduction to the fourth edition to the Prescriber gives a short account 
of the most useful materia medica books and repertories. For its size, 
Lippe’s is as good as any. The two volumes of Jahr’s Manual (Dr. Curb’s 
edition), now only to be had secondhand, present the best materia medica and 
repertory to be had in the compass, but the number of remedies mentioned 
is small compared with the present total. Guernsey’s Keynotes is a useful 
little book of characteristics. Cowperthwaite’s Materia Medica is a larger 
work and more systematic. Johnson’s Therapeutic Key is excellent as far 
as it goes, but the list of remedies is short. 

(d) 1. Dewey’s Essentials of Homeopathic Materia Medica and Guernsey’s 
Keynotes are both very good. 

2. Here is a list of veterinary books and their prices. We may say they 
are valuable in proportion to their cost: Lords and Rush’s Veterinary Vade 
Mecum , 15s.; Ruddock’s Veterinary Pocket Manual , 2s. 6d.; Moore’s 
Veterinary Outlines of Homeopathy , 5s.; Moore on Dogs, Is.; Moore on 
Horses, Ss. 6d.; Hurndall on Horses, 10s. net.; Huradall on Dogs, 2s. 

8. Carrol Dunham’s Lectures on Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 

(e) We must leave it to our pharmaceutical readers to answer this. 

[Ed. — H. W. 

Db. Proctor, Birkenhead.—Accept our best thanks for your seasonable 
find. 


APPOINTMENTS, VACANCIES, REMOVALS, 

ETC. 

* # * We shall be happy to insert notices of appointments if gentle¬ 
men will be good enough to forward them to us, and also of posts 
vacant and likely to be vacant, on receiving information from secre¬ 
taries or committees. Under this heading also, we shall mention good 
openings for homeopathic practitioners and chemists. 

REMOVALS. 

Dr. H. V. Munster, late senior resident medical officer at the London 
Homeopathic Hospital, has commenced practice at 12, Eglinton Terrace, 
Crumlin Road, Belfast. 

Dr. James Jones, late of Reading, has removed from Guildford to 29, 
Clarendon Road, College Park, Lewisham, S.E. His hours are 9-11 a.m., 
8-4 p.m., and 6.80-7.30 p.m., except Thursday evening. 


Staphisaobia in Skin Diseases. —In skin diseases, when itching 
ceases by scratching in one place, but appears in another, Staphis- 
agria is probably indicated.—Horn. Envoy . 
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GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


THEORIES OF HOMEOPATHY: HAHNEMANN’S AND 
ANOTHER. 

To the Editor of The Homeopathic World. 

Sir, —In your issues of October and November you state 
that the theory of drug action is much in need of elucidation, 
and I venture to offer a few remarks on this point. One of the 
first little books I read was your own Bird's Eye View of the 
44 Organon ,” and particularly that passage in italics on p. 12, 
44 and employ in the disease we wish to cure that medicine 
which is able to produce another very similar artificial disease .” 
The part underlined had always puzzled me, and when I read 
the Organon itself, sections 23 to 36, particularly Aphorism 26, 
44 a weaker dynamic affection is permanently extinguished by 
a stronger one, if the latter (deviating in kind) is very similar in 
its manifestation to the former,” this also seemed to present the 
same difficulties. Note 12 seems to me to admit of one explana¬ 
tion only, namely, that a drug used in this manner starves a 
disease out by affecting the subject in a closely similar way to 
the particular disease itself. It always seemed to me that on this 
hypothesis the patient ought, at first, to have worse symptoms 
after administration of the drug, on account of Hahnemann 
stating that the drug must have a stronger potency and, there¬ 
fore, more marked symptoms; and that subsequently, when the 
disease had been worn out, after the drug had been stopped 
the patient should have rapidly got better ; but that so long as 
the drug was administered symptoms similar to the disease 
but stronger, should have been present, instead of what really 
appears to occur when the right drug is given, that the patient 
from the time of taking it grows steadily better. Now, my idea 
is quite different. I start with just the opposite assumption, that 
the reason why similia similibus is a correct theory is that 
when a drug is given homeopathically, it acts on exactly the 
same principle as. a toxin of a special disease would act when 
given in small doses (doses not large enough to kill, but 
only just large enough to stimulate the cells to action) ; it 
causes the cells to produce an antitoxin to special diseases 
which the symptoms of the drug resemble. Thus it is not 
that the disease is extinguished by a stronger potency, but 
only that by these very small quantities of a drug, the effects of 
which resemble the disease, perpetually circulating in the blood, 
the cells are induced to prepare large quantities of the antitoxin 
to resist the disease. This theory would, it seems to me, 
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do away with difficulties in the acceptance of homeopathy; 
as one would expect like, under these conditions, to be the 
means of effecting a cure of like, and it would be an 
absolute necessity, under this theory, that the dose should be 
very small, and it would also explain the reason why the toxin 
treatment had failed, namely, because it had been given in too 
large doses. 

Yours, &c, 

J. L. T. 


VARIETIES. 


Silver Nitrate for Hemorrhoids.—A novel procedure for the 
treatment of hemorrhoids is recommended in a German publication. 
It consists in painting the nodules once daily with a 2 per cent, 
solution of nitrate of silver, which causes a gradual reduction in size 
without the least pain. In the cases reported the tumours had 
entirely disappeared in the course of one or two weeks.— N. Y. Med . 
Time *. 

Ozone in Whooping Cough. — The Bulletin Medical reports 
twenty-two cases of whooping-cough treated with inhalations of 
ozone. It acted immediately in diminishing the frequency, the 
length, and severity of paroxysms; it shortened the course of the 
disease remarkably, ana the general health improved at once, 
although the cases treated were all severely attacked.— N. Y. Med . 
Times. 

Artificial Human Milk. —It is stated in Nature of September 
19th, that “ so far, according to Dr. Backhaus, no satisfactory substi¬ 
tute has been produced in the place of human milk ” ; and a method 
is then described by which he has “quite recently” succeeded in 
supplying the deficiency. It appears to differ little from the process 
first employed and made known by me in 1854, and afterwards pub¬ 
lished in my “ Experimental Researches ” in 1877 ; except that, in 
omitting to add the necessary amount of milk-sugar to make up for 
the deficiency in the cow’s milk, Dr. Backhaus fails to obtain an 
artificial milk closely resembling the human in chemical composition. 
My recipe has, since its first publication, been advantageously used in 
private and hospital practice by the late Prof. W. C. Williamson, by 
Dr. W. Playfair, and others, but it has probably not come under the 
notice of Dr. Backhaus. My process is based on the fact that by the 
removal of one-third of the casein from cow’s milk, and the addition 
of one-third more milk-sugar, a liquid is obtained which closely 
approaches human milk in composition. The following is the mode 
of preparing the milk, and it is so simple that any intelligent mother 
or nurse can easily carry it out. “ Allow one-third of a pint of new 
milk to stand for about twelve hours, remove the cream, and add it 
to two-thirds of a pint of new milk, as fresh from the cow as possible. 
Into the one-third of a pint of blue milk left after the abstraction of 
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the cream, put a piece of rennet about one inch square. Set the 
vessel in warm water until the milk is fully curdled, an operation re¬ 
quiring from five to fifteen minutes, according to the activity of the 
rennet, which should be removed as soon as the curdling commences 
and put into an egg-cup for use on subsequent occasions, as it may be 
employed daily for a week or two. Break up the curd repeatedly and 
carefully separate the whole of the whey, which should then be 
rapidly heated to boiling in a small tin pan placed over a spirit- or 
gas-lamp. During the heating, a further quantity of casein separates, 
and must be removed by straining through muslin. Now dissolve 110 
grains of powdered milk-sugar in the hot whey, and mix it with two- 
thirds of a pint of new milk to which the cream from the other third 
of a pint was added, as already described. The artificial milk should 
be used within twelve hours of its preparation ; and it is almost need¬ 
less to add, that all the vessels employed in its manufacture and 
administration should be kept scrupulously clean.’' In this process 
only one-third of the milk was sterilised ; but, in the light of modem 
bacteriology, it is desirable to sterilise the whole by finally heating it 
to boiling.—E. Frank land. — Nature. 
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TO CONTRIBUTORS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


All literary matter, Reports of 
Hospitals, Dispensaries, Societies, 
and Books for Review, should be 
sent to the Editor, Dr. Clarke, 
30, Clarges Street , W. 

All advertisements and business 
communications to be sent to the 
“ Manager ” of the Homeopathic 
Publishing Company, 12, Warwick 
Lane, Paternoster Row, London, 
E.C. 

Literary matter and corres-' 
pondence should be sent to us not 
later than the 12th of each month. 
Proofs will be sent to contri¬ 
butors, who are requested to cor¬ 
rect the same and return to the 
Editor as early as possible. 
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FOR “ CODE OF MEDICAL ETHICS” READ 
“JUKES DE STYRAP.” 

In these inquisitive days people have an uncomfortable 
habit of going behind the names of things and asking 
about the authority on which they rest. The only 
exception to this rule would appear to be the noble 
profession of medicine. Theology and science have had 
to submit to having their “ comforting words ” taken to 
pieces in order that the comfort, if there is any, may 
be extracted therefrom, or the sweet illusion dispelled. 
That blessed word “ Mesopotamia ” can now bring but 
little comfort to the soul of the devout worshipper; nor 
can the once indispensable “ Phlogiston ” any longer give 
peace of mind to the man of science. 

In medicine, as we have said, it is different. There the 
“ comforting words ” simply swarm : they are as thick as 
microbes in London water, not to mention London milk. 
It is with trembling hand and a feeling akin to that of 
those about to commit sacrilege that we proceed to strip the 
glamour from a combination of them which has inspired 
unspeakable awe in the average medical mind. Need we 
say we refer to the magic phrase, “ Code of Medical 
Ethics.” 

But, it may be objected, “ ethics ” is not a medical 
word. Neither it is: but that doesn’t matter. In 
medicine words have a special sense, quite different from 
the ordinary one. As in the Pickwick Club words 
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were used i / tt I*ip{<FV}6kian ” sense, so in the 
medical world (whic h is -ariand of magnified Pickwick 
Club) words are used in a sense quite peculiar—which we 
venture to designate a “ Styrapian ” sense. 

Yes ; medical ethics is a brilliant invention of the now 
venerable Jukes de Styrap, who honours Shrewsbury with 
his residence, and who took his M.R.C.S., L.S.A., so long 
ago as 1839, adding to these qualifications M.R.C.P.I. in 
1879. Jukes de Styrap is the author, among other 
works, of A Cold and its Cure; but his chief title to fame 
will be found in his immortal Code of Medical Ethics. 
This now constitutes the thousand and ten command¬ 
ments of the medical profession ; and it is quoted by the 
organs of medical opinion with as much unction as if its 
author had brought them ready-graven straight down 
from some sacred mountain-top.* 

It must be clearly understood at the outset that, in 
spite of its name, this precious document contains neither 
medicine nor ethics. Otherwise we might have supposed 
it was built up on the plan of the genius who wrote a work 
on “ Chinese Metaphysics ” by a skilful combination of the 
two articles, “ China” and “ Metaphysics” in the Cyclo¬ 
pedia. Be that as it may, “ medical ethics ” and “ Chinese 
metaphysics ” are admirable as phrases if you don’t care 
to look too closely at their meaning. 

But that is just what we are about to do. And as the 
venerable Jukes has not as yet had his beautiful code 
transformed into the law of the land, or even brought the 
General Medical Council to brand all breaches of it as 
“ infamous conduct,” we must, with all the sturdy blood 
that is in our veins, refuse to acknowledge its source as 
deserving of any respect whatever, and take its contents 
on their own intrinsic merits. 

It has occurred to us that a very useful method of 

* We would remark, by the way of parenthesis, that we have no doubt 
Mr. Jukes de Styrap in private life is a thoroughly estimable character. 
With that we have nothing whatever to do. We know nothing personally of 
Mr. de Styrap, and have nothing personally against him. We deal in this 
article only with the Code of Medical Ethic * and its author.— Ed. H. W. 
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stripping this medical scarecrow of its trappings would 
be, whenever the title of the work is mentioned, instead of 
reading, “The Code of Medical Ethics says so and so,” to 
read, “Jukes de Sytrap says so and so.” The thing is de¬ 
polarised at once. And, further, when the word “ethical” 
is used in the Styrapian sense, if instead of “ ethical ” we 
read “ Styrapical,” or “ according to Styrap,” we see at 
once the naked stick under the ancient hat and fearsome, 
flapping rags. 

We have been moved to these few remarks by coming 
across a quotation from the book in a recent number 
(Dec. 30) of the Medical Press and Circular. Says the 
editor of that journal in an article on “ Advertising by 
Medical Men ” : “No apology need be made for quoting 
in full the ethical law which exists on the subject.” 
[For this read: “No apology need be made for quoting 
in full the Styrapical law which exists on the subject.”] 
Here is this wonderful “ law ” :— 

* 4 It is degrading to the true science of medicine to practice homeo¬ 
pathy, or professedly or exclusively, hydropathy or mesmerism; and 
alike derogatory to the profession to solicit practice by advertisement, 
card or printed circular, or to notify change of residence, temporary 
absence from home and subsequent return thereto, the introduction 
and address of a partner, the transfer of a practice, or dissolution of 
partnership, otherwise than viva voce , or by an autograph note, or a 
facsimile thereof, and its circulation strictly limited to bona-fide 
patients of the transmitter; also, to offer, by public announcement, 
gratuitous advice to the poor, or to promise radical cures, to publish 
cases and operations, or semi-medical articles with the name and pro¬ 
fessional suffix of the writer appended thereto, in the lay press, or, 
knowingly, to suffer such publications to be made, or otherwise issued 
to the public—including contradictive and corrective statements in 
relation to unfounded and assumed professionally injurious rumours 
—to 1 tender ’ for a club or other paid appointment, or to directly, or 
indirectly, apply or canvass for such ere a vacancy has been declared; 
to advertise medical works in non-medical papers, or to contribute 
articles on professional subjects to journals professing to furnish the 
general public with medical information and advice in relation to 
disease, or in any way to advertise or permit himself to be advertised 
therein; to invite laymen to be present at operations; to boast of 
cures and remedies; to adduce or circulate testimonials of skill and 
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success, except when seeking to obtain a hospital or other public 
appointment; or to do any like acts. Such are the ordinary practices 
of charlatans, and are incompatible with the honour and dignity of 
the profession.” 

A pretty good mouthful this, our readers will say. And 
yet the Medical Press , not apparently seeing the uncon¬ 
scious humour of it, gravely says that “ all medical men 
are expected to abide by”—the word of its prophet. 
Jukes! 

This may be all very w*ell for those who have not 
“left” the allopathic profession (even these never keep 
this new commandment when in the least inconvenient), 
but how homeopathists, with this Styrapical “law” 
hitting them in the face, can accept the prophet Jukes 
as of any authority whatever passes our poor understand¬ 
ing. One of the principal objects of Styrapism is to 
deprive the world of the benefit of homeopathy. To this 
end it bids its journals refuse advertisements of homeo¬ 
pathic works. It bids its Styrapian societies refuse ad¬ 
mission to homeopaths, and it commands its servile 
votaries to deny them the ordinary professional courtesies. 
Professor Campbell Black, in the book from which 
we quoted last month, has clearly showm up the huge 
hypocrisy of the banning of advertisements of medical 
books in the general press. Of course the medical 
journals want the monopoly of medical book advertise¬ 
ments, just like other w r ould-be monopolisers. At the 
same time what do we find? Are not the medical 
journals to be seen on the bookstalls of Messrs. Smith, 
and cheek by jowl with the Evening Netcs and the Sun in 
the news’ shops of the slums ? And do they not seek in 
every way to bring themselves into public notice? If they 
were purely professional journals (say as the Chemist and 
Druggist is a purely trade journal), supplied only to sub¬ 
scribers, they might have had something to say in the 
matter. As it is, it is too ridiculous to deceive any one 
not hopelessly under the Styrap intoxication. 

Styrap and Paget having kindly put homeopathists 
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out of the profession, we are free to adopt such measures 
as appear to us at once right, practical, and expedient, 
without asking whether or not all is strictly Styrapical. 
For homeopaths to pay the smallest heed to any of the 
commandments of Styrap would be the very acme of 
servility. For them the course is clear. They have a 
science and an art which it is their duty to practice and 
make known in every way which the law of the land 
allows and expediency dictates, that the world may learn 
it and reap the benefit with which it is fraught. We 
have no doubt whatever that if homeopathists themselves 
realised more the greatness of their inheritance, and cared 
less for things Styrapical, we should have a much braver 
front to show to the world at large, and to that small 
section of society who professedly bow down before this 
self-appointed lawgiver, but whose behests they so often 
find it convenient to disobey whilst they are striving 
their hardest to impose them on their duller-witted 
neighbours. 


NEWS AND NOTES. 


Ghelidonium as a Cancer Remedy. 

Our old friend the greater Celandine is enjoying a fine 
reputation just now as the discovery of a Russian doctor 
as a cure for cancer. We see no reason why Ghelidonium 
should not cure some cases of cancer, though we are not 
aware of any such recorded in homeopathic literature. 
But Chelidonium is closely related to Opium and Sanguin- 
aria ; and Sanguinaria has cured many tumours in 
homeopathic practice, and Opium is pretty well the only 
treatment given as cancer cases by old-school practitioners, 
Snow contending that it has a distinctly retarding effect 
on the growth. We subjoin (1) an account of the 
method of the “ cure ” from the New York Medical 
Times of January, and (2) an extract from a letter 
by Mr. C. S. Ashton in the Chemist and Druggist of 
January 23rd:— 
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(1) 44 Chelidonium in Cancer.— Dr. Denissenko (Vratch ; Deutsche 
Med.-Zeit.; New York Medical Journal) has tested its action on 
carcinomatous growths in the Municipal Hospital at Brjansk. He 
directs that from 22 to 75 grains of extract shall be taken internally, 
dissolved in distilled water or peppermint water, every day through¬ 
out the treatment. Into the substance of the tumour, as close as 
possible to the boundary between it and the healthy tissue, he throws 
a number of injections of from 2 to 4 drops of a mixture of equal 
weights of the extract, glycerine, and distilled water, not exceeding a 
syringeful in all. The frequency with which these injections are 
given is not stated. If the tumour is ulcerated he paints its surface 
twice a day with a mixture of one or two parts of the extract and one 
part of glycerine. Iron , Quinine , and other supporting remedies are 
employed according to the indications. 

“ The effects of this treatment were shown in a few days. They 
were the following: 1. The sallow hue of the skin disappeared. 
2. Softening of the tumour set in. 3. After from three to five days, 
there formed at the points of injection fistulous tracts about which 
the softening process went on with special rapidity. 4. In from 
fifteen to twenty days a line of demarcation could be distinguished 
between the morbid and the healthy tissues; the one seemed to be 
forced away from the other. In general the tumour diminished more 
than half in circumference, and the affected lymphatic glands of the 
neighbourhood underwent involution.” 

(2) 44 Celandine derives its name from the Greek Chelidon , a swallow. 
One of its old English names is 4 swallow-wort ’; its French and 
German popular names also have the same signification, 1 Herbe a 
l’Hirondelle ’ and 4 Schwalbenkraut.’ It was thus named because, 
as Gerard puts it, 4 some hold opinion (see Pliny’s Natural History) 
that with this herbe dams restore the sight to their young ones when 
their eyes be out, the which things are vaine and false, for Cornelius 
Celsus doth witnesse that when the sight of the eies of divers young 
birds be put forth by some outwarde meanes, it will after a time be 
restored of itselfe, and soonest of all the swallow, whereupon the tale 
or fable grew how thorow an herbe the dams restore that thing which 
healeth of itselfe.’ Whether this * fable ’ first suggested the use of 
Celandine in diseases of the eye, or whether the legend grew' out of 
the use, is a doubtful point. At any rate the old herbalists were loud 
in its praises for the purpose. Thus Gerard : 4 The juice is good to 
sharpen the sight, for it cleanseth and consumeth away slimie thiDgs 
that cleave about the ball of the eie and hinder the sight.’ 

“ Other names are ‘ tetter-wort ’ and 4 wart-wort,’ indicative of the 
employment of the plant in cutaneous diseases. * The juice often 
applied,’ says Salmon, 4 to warts, corns, tetters, ringworms, or such 
other like-spreading sores, destroys their acrid ferment, and also cures 
them.’ That it should be thought of as a possible cure for cancer 
is not surprising when we find such a passage as the following, in the 
last-named author: 4 It is to good purpose used in old running sores 
and filthy and corroding ulcers wheresoever, to hinder their malignity 
and stop their running and fretting and to cause them the more 
speedily to heal.’ 

“ But it was as a cure for jaundice that Celandine seems to have 
attained its greatest and most permanent renown. According to the 
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mediaeval doctrine of ‘ signatures,’ the bitter yellow juice of the plant, 
so nearly resembling bile, indicated its suitability for liver-disorders. 
There is not wanting modern testimony, especially among herbalists 
and homeopaths, to the accurate finding of the Signaturists in this 
particular instance. Chelidonium is to-day one of the stock remedies 
among the practitioners of both these schools of medicine. Herbalists 
employ the drug in infusion or liquid extract, while homeopaths have 
their ‘ mother tincture.’ ” 


“ Rabic Mutton ! ” 

Under the above heading the Lancet , in its Christmas 
number, recorded a truly alarming occurrence com¬ 
municated by one of its Irish correspondents:— 

“ A great sensation has been caused in the west of the county of 
Cork owing to two brothers of the farming class having become 
almost simultaneously insane; one was aged thirty-three years and 
the other twenty-eight years. The elder had been in failing health for 
some time, but the younger was healthy and robust. Last Saturday 
both men lost their reason completely, and became so violent that it 
was found necessary to have them removed to the asylum. The 
curious part of the business is that it is alleged that they ate some of 
the flesh of a sheep that had been bitten by a rabid dog.” 

This opens out a number of questions, and among them 
the first that will naturally occur is—Does the cooking 
process so alter the virus as to make it produce melancholia 
nstead of hydrophobia in those who eat it ? But perhaps 
we had better wait till the facts are confirmed before we 
attempt to answer this question or ask any more. 


THE FIRST MEDICAL PEER’S SOLILOQUY. 

A few years since I was plain “ Mister,” 

“ Sir Joseph ” then, and now “ Lord ” Lister. 

I’m head of all the sciences, 

I’m P.B.A. and P.R.S. 

Now let me think what I have done 
For all the honours I have won. 

First, then, I got a lot of 6clat 
By “ sneaking” the device of D6clat, 

Which over wounds and open sores 
Dilute carbolic acid pours. 

Throughout the world my 44 spray ” was famed. 
Though I confess myself ashamed 
Of that dodge, which no microbes slew, 

But poisoned patients—surgeons too. 
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When Pasteur’s anti-rabic fad 
Was practised, I declared it had 
Twelve thousand lives from rabies saved, 
Though cooler heads maintained I raved, 
And proved three hundred victims died 
On whom this “ remedy ” was tried. 
Koch’s cure for phthisis I extolled 
So highly that the doctors rolled 
In crowds to Berlin to procure 
The lymph that killed but did not cure. 
Diphtheria antitoxin too 
My warmest approbation drew. 
Microbe-devouring phagocytes 
I vowed would set all ills to rights. 

In short, I’ve vouched for every fad, 
Though few were good and most were bad. 
But, spite of all my critics say, 

I’m P.R.S. and P.B.A. 

And, though chimrqia mag is ter, 

I’m Peer of Britain, Baron Lister! 


The Late Dr. D^clat. 

The following obituary notice from the New York 
Medical Times of January contains a personal tribute 
which will be read with interest:— 

“ Dr. D£clat died at his villa, Nice, France, November 26, 1896. 
He was the originator of the antiseptic method of treatment in 
medicine and surgery. He administered phenic acid, and used it for 
dressings in 1861, and for hypodermic injections in 1868. Dr. Lister 
followed suit in 1868. The antiseptic method has nearly banished 
pueiperal fever and gangrene from the hospitals. 

“ f)r. Ddclat was able, having been the assistant to a professor of 
chemistry, to rectify (that is, purify by fractional distillation) the 
phenic acid of the shops, which is invariably altered, and combine it 
at the time being with syrup, glycerine, or oil, and attributed his 
success to this precaution. He had been awarded medals for phenic 
acid and its chemical combinations. 

“ An able physician, an accomplished gentleman, a warm friend, he 
will be remembered by many of the profession whom he met on his 
tour through this country, from New York to San Francisco, in 
1881-2. 

“ He initiated the antiseptic method in advance of the times, and 
excited many enmities by the warmth with which he upheld views 
since corroborated by bacteriologists.’ 1 
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Adrenalin : Its Local Action in Hyperemia. 

The following appeared in the British Medical Journal 
of Nov. 21, 1896 :— 

•* Suprarenal Extract in Ocular Therapeutics. 

“Darier (Annales d? Oculist, September, 1896), following in Dor’s 
footsteps, has tried the application of suprarenal extract in cases where, 
an operation being urgent, it was difficult to obtain local anesthesia 
with Cocaine alone, owing to hyperemia of the conjunctiva. The 
application of a single drop of the solution sufficed to render the 
bulbar conjunctiva pale, even in cases of keratitis, of conjunctivitis, 
and of iritis. By the alternate use of the extract and of Cocaine he 
has been enabled to do iridectomies in three cases in which congestion 
of the globe was marked. In another case where he removed a 
sclerocomeal epithelioma the extract was useful in rendering the 
conjunctiva anemic.” 


MODERN MEDICINE A LA MACBETH. 

A correspondent has sent us the following cutting from 
a contemporary, where it appeared under the heading, 
“ Macbeth up to Date ” :— 

“ Thyroid of a black-faced sheep 
In the cauldron boil and steep; 

Brain of pig and spine of dog, 

Testes of lascivious hog, 

• Pancreas of white-faced calf 
Plunge in the mysterious bath ; 

Double, double toil and trouble, 

Fire, burn, and cauldron, bubble! 

Medulla of a rabid bitch 
Lain a fortnight in a ditch, 

Bacillus of an anthraxed rat, 

Cocci grown in putrid blood 

Will make the spell both strong and good. 

Double, double toil and trouble, 

Fire, burn, and cauldron, bubble 1 ” 


Lathyrus. 

Here is a recent observation from the British Medical 
Journal of Dec. 26, 1896. It is a pity we have no de¬ 
tailed provings of this evidently potent drug:— 
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“ Lathyrism. 

“ Mingazzini and Buglioni (Iiiv. sperim . di Freniatria , vol. xxii., 
Fasc. 1 and % 1896), under the above title, describe the symptoms 
due to poisoning by a species of lathyrus (vetch). Flour containing 
the seeds of lathyrus, if eaten by young adults for three or four 
months, produces a kind of chronic poisoning shown by diminished 
muscular strength in the lower limbs, occasionally accompanied by 
weakening of the sphincters of the bladder, rectum, and diminished 
sexual power. These last disturbances disappear after a short time. 
Succeeding to the paretic condition there appears a spastic stage. 
The authors believe that the disease is a form of spinal pseudoparesis 
of a spastic type due to a chemiotoxic alteration of nerve fibnlla? in 
the lumbar segment.” 


PeTROSEL/XI’M CAUSES URTICARIA. 

An interesting observation is recorded by Mr. Jonathan 
Hutchinson in the Medical Press of Nov. 25th :— 

“Urticaria, however, was sometimes provoked by a very simple 
article of food. The case was mentioned of a member of the House 
of Commons, who was subject to attacks of the disease, which Mr. 
Hutchinson believed to be due to some error of diet. Every effort 
was made by the patient to try and discover the cause of the attacks. 
At first he conceived the idea that they w ere due to his eating salmon. 
Consequently salmon was for a long time excluded from his diet. 
Still, despite this, occasional attacks occurred. Then he began to 
eat salmon again, and sometimes the urticaria would follow', and 
sometimes nothing would happen. The conclusion was, therefore, 
that the salmon was not the cause of the disease. At length, the 
source of his urticaria was discovered. It was the parsley sauce 
which the patient had with the fish. He found afterw'ards that he 
could eat any kind of fish provided that he did not take parsley 
sauce. But parsley in any form would ahvays have the effect of 
provoking an urticarial attack in him.” 


Beu.adonna as an Antidote to Ether Bronchitis. 

In a letter appearing in the British Medical Journal 
of Nov. 21, 1896, Dr. Ringer records this observation, 
which anesthetists may find of value :— 

44 1 have long regarded the mucous expectoration in bronchitis, 
whether viscid and vitreous or profuse and watery, as rather an 
increased secretion than an inflammatory product, and this view is 
supported by the promptness with which tincture of Belladonna , in 
10-minim doses thrice daily or oftener, checks the secretion and 
relieves an incessant and troublesome cough. By this experience I 
have been led to administer Belladonna in cases of bronchitis, follow¬ 
ing ether inhalation, and. although my cases are few', yet the success 
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has been sufficient, I think, to draw attention to this treatment, that 
others with more opportunities may test the efficacy of Belladonna. 
I would also suggest that Belladonna should be given to patients who 
after aspiration suffer from an abundant watery expectoration, so 
profuse sometimes as to kill by suffocation.” 


The Plague. 

Now that the bubonic plague is making such havoc in 
India, we should be glad to know if any of our Indian 
colleagues have opportunities of treating cases. Hering 
prepared a nosode from the contents of a bubo in a 
person affected with plague and named it Loimosine. 
Dr. Cooper suggests Scrofula via Nodosa as a remedy 
likely to prove curative. 


ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


THE CURABILITY OF CANCER AND OTHER 
TUMOURS. 

By John H. Clarke, M.D., Consulting Physician to the London Homeo¬ 
pathic Hospital. 

I. Allopathic Evidence. 

The very worst attitude that can be adopted with 
regard to any disease, or any case of disease, is that of 
regarding it as beyond the reach of cure or help. Nobody 
knows what are the limits of the curable; all that we do 
know is that nature is perpetually setting at nought the 
limits art has laid down. At one time the name con¬ 
sumption was regarded as equivalent to a sentence of 
death; and in point of fact many and many a patient 
who need not have died at all has succumbed to the very 
diagnosis. Now, everybody knows some one who has 
had undoubted symptoms of consumption in one of its 
many forms, and yet has survived to lead a busy, useful 
life. But though consumption has passed from the in¬ 
curable to the curable section of diseases, there still 
remains cancer to affright the world, w r hether medical or 
lay. And yet even cancer every now and then persists 
in showing itself curable. Every homeopath of large 
experience has cured some case that has been pronounced 
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incurable by the highest allopathic authorities. My own 
experience in this line I intend to relate in future articles. 
In the present one I simply wish to prove from the 
mouths of allopathists themselves that cancer is a curable 
disease; and if curable, why do they not search out the 
laws of its cure instead of contenting themselves with 
using the ridiculous phrase “spontaneous cure” when 
these surprises take place, and hacking away at all and 
sundry of the lumps they can reach with their knives ? 
Every effect must have a cause, and so must every cure. 
It is the business of any one claiming the name of 
scientific to find out the cause when such a cure takes 
place. 

Of course allopaths have a ready explanation w r hen 
homeopathy cures a case of cancer—it has been a case 
of mistaken diagnosis; even when the diagnosis is their 
own ! For the bulk of cases which come to homeopaths 
for treatment have been either operated on already or 
pronounced “ inoperable ” (a word on which we should 
like to see Mr. Brudenell Carter’s comments) by half a 
dozen of the shining luminaries of allopathic surgery. 
However, thfey do sometimes come across cases which 
they cannot deny, as in that quoted in last month’s 
Homeopathic World from the address of Mr. Wm. 
Thomson. 

I propose now to add to this the report of a case 
brought before the Clinical Society of London on 
November 27th last (Medical Press and Circular , Decem¬ 
ber 2nd) by Mr. Pearce Gould, and of others related by 
speakers in the ensuing discussion. 

“ A CASE OF SPONTANEOUS DISAPPEARANCE OF SECONDARY 
CANCEROUS GROWTHS.” 

“ Mr. A. Pearce Gould showed a woman, aet. 43, who was 
admitted on January 17, 1892, into the cancer w r ard at the 
Middlesex Hospital with the following history: In 1885 she 
received a blow on the left breast, and occasionally had pain 
there until, in 1888, she noticed a small lump which grew T in 
size and became painful. In May, 1890, the breast was 
amputated, but in 1892 she came back with a lump in the 
left axilla, which was taken away. In February, 1894, she 
returned with lumps in the scar of the first operation, and also 
one above the right breast. A third operation was performed, 
and all these lumps were removed ; but in December, 1894, 
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she came to Dr. Collins with some small lumps round the 
scar, and at this time she presented some difficulty of breathing. 
She was advised that no further operation was desirable, and 
was advised to enter Middlesex Hospital. He had seen her 
on her admission to Middlesex in March, 1896. She was then 
sitting upright in bed, being unable to lie down on account of 
the difficulty in breathing. She had a troublesome cough and 
free expectoration, which on at least two occasions was tinged 
with blood. She was so ill that her death was daily expected. 
On exposing the chest there were seen a number of scattered 
hard tubercles near the scars, exactly like ordinary secondary 
recurrences in the skin. There were considerable masses of 
enlarged glands in the left axilla and over the clavicle. There 
was a nodule in the centre of the scar of the second operation, 
with enlarged glands in the right axilla and above the right 
clavicle. The right chest was dull up to the spine of the 
scapula, but there was no perceptible enlargement of the liver. 
She had been complaining of pain in the left thigh, and, on 
examination, she was found to have one inch shortening, and 
below the trochanter there was a large growth, apparently of 
bony consistence. She was then thought to be in the last 
stage of malignant disease. He did not see her again until 
June 15th, when she was evidently much better; the lumps on 
the chest wall had all disappeared, except one tiny nodule 
(since gone). The glands in both axillse and above the claviclea 
had gone, and there was no longer any dyspnea. There was- 
then no dulness on percussion, except at the extreme edge of 
the right base. She was able to stand on the left leg, and, 
though there was more shortening than before, the swelling 
had markedly diminished in size. She had steadily improved, 
and the enlargement of the femur had practically disappeared. 
There was pain below the great trochanter which is greatly 
raised, but the head of the bone appeared to be in the aceta¬ 
bulum. Microscopical examination of portions of the growths 
made at the Temperance Hospital were reported by two com¬ 
petent observers to be typical scirrhus cancer. He pointed 
out that even if it were conceded that the exact pathology of 
the pathological character of the growth was open to doubt, 
in the absence of the sections which had been mislaid, the 
clinical history of this case was exactly that of scirrhus of the 
breast. There was no treatment which might conceivably 
have influenced the growth. 

“ Mr. Job Collins confirmed what Mr. Gould had said as to 
the history. There was absolutely nothing in the history to 
suggest that the case might possibly be anything else than an 
ordinary scirrhus of the breast. He observed that as long as 
the pathology of cancer remained so much a matter of doubt 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



62 the CURABILITY OF CANCER. [ Hom FeE a i h l C 8OT 0rld ‘ 


they must not be surprised if cases of this kind occurred, and 
the case showed, moreover, that it was prudent to give a 
guarded prognosis even in what appeared to be well-marked 
cases. 

“ Mr. Bowlby thought there could be no doubt that this was 
a case of cancer which had undergone spontaneous disappear¬ 
ance, and he mentioned a somewhat similar case. Nine 
months ago a lady consulted him with reference to a growth 
in the breast which had already been operated on. There 
were three separate nodules in the breast, and these had all 
the characters of a scirrhous growth. They were subsequently 
removed by Mr. Willett, the nodules being of a considerable 
size, and implicating the subjacent muscles. Later on nodules 
appeared in the neighbourhood, some of them having broken 
down, and there were open wounds which extended until the 
condition resembled that described as cancer en cuirasse. Six 
months ago the patient became emaciated, the liver became 
enlarged, and she became jaundiced. Matters went on thus 
until about four months ago. She was now in the country, 
and her medical man states that all the lumps in the skin in 
the neighbourhood of the original wounds have practically 
disappeared, that the liver is no longer enlarged, the jaundice 
has disappeared, and she is gaining in weight. Though at 
present premature to say that this case was going to follow 
exactly the same course as Mr. Gould’s, there had certainly 
been a subsidence to the extent of nine-tenths. 

“ Dr. Savill said he remembered two cases of sarcoma of 
the skin which had subsided. One of them was recorded in 
the Transactions of this Society by Dr. Stephen Mackenzie. 
The growth involved the skin of both feet, and one foot was 
amputated, after which the other growth underwent retrogres¬ 
sion. The other was shown by Dr. Crocker at the Dermato¬ 
logical Congress. There were widely diffused nodular growths 
all over the body, involving skin and presenting under the 
microscope the giant cells of sarcoma. He remarked that 
the author’8 patient had been given Iodide of Potassium , and 
one at least of these had also been so treated at the time when 
the retrogression began. 

“ Mr. Gould added that the patient had not menstruated 
since a fortnight after her admission to Middlesex. It did not 
attract much attention at the time, but was possibly not with¬ 
out significance. 

“ Mr. Golding Bird related the case of a gentleman, set. 60, 
whose testicle had been removed three years ago for sarcoma 
of the right testis, of which he had microscopical sections. 
Three weeks later the stump fungated and a large mass 
appeared there, so he dissected up the cord as far as he 
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could reach. In another three weeks on removing the dress¬ 
ings there was an infiltration all over the skin in the neigh¬ 
bourhood, with much local inflammation of a kind he had 
never seen. Mr. Malcolm Morris saw the case and unhesita¬ 
tingly pronounced it malignant, but suggested Arsenic in rapidly 
increasing doses. The Arsenic was pushed, reaching poisonous 
doses in ten days. That was three years ago, and the patient 
was still in good health. 

“Mr. Bowlby added that this [his?] patient had taken no 
drug of any kind. 

“ Dr. G. H. Makins said he had seen more than one instance 
of the disappearance of sarcomatous growths, and he recalled 
the case of a growth in the pelvis of a man presumably 
sarcomatous, causing intestinal obstruction which ultimately 
cleared up. Another case was a sarcoma of the jaw which he 
had operated on, but it was followed by recurrence, when he 
judged further operative measures useless. That was twelve 
years ago, but the patient had only recently died of sarcoma. 
That case was scored to the credit of the Mattei treatment. 
He did not believe that drugs could have anything to do with 
these cases.” 

On these cases a few comments w ill not be out of place. 

The first thing to be noted is that we have here abso¬ 
lute proof, from the allopathic standpoint, that cases of 
cancer of the most advanced type are absolutely and 
completely curable. 

The next thing to note is the complete scepticism as to 
the efficacy of any treatment. Mr. Gould does not think 
it worth while even to mention the treatment in his case. 
“There was no treatment which might conceivably have 
influenced the growth.” As if his conceptions were worth 
anything at all! If the case had not occurred under his 
own astonished eyes he w r ould not have admitted that 
such a case was conceivable at all. It was the same with 
Mr. Thomson’s case : he did mention the remedy used 
by the patient, but he “ didn’t believe it could cure cancer.” 

Homeopaths are not so unscientific. We recognise that 
all effects must have causes, and we make it our business 
to find out as far as possible what are the agents which 
are capable of curing or modifying cases of morbid 
growths. Personally I have no doubt there are many 
different ways ; but I have not yet found any method that 
can be used with such accuracy and legitimate expectancy 
of good result as the homeopathic. 

Among the drugs mentioned in the debate, Arsenic has 
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been proved to induce cancerous disease by the observa¬ 
tions of Mr. Jonathan Hutchinson; and homeopathists 
have time after time cured cases with this medicine, 
though they have not found it necessary to poison their 
patients in order to cure them. 

Further old-school evidence of the curability of tumours 
is contained in an article published in the Lancet of 
January 23, by Mr. Simeon Snell, of Sheffield, entitled 
“ On certain apparently Organic Tumours of the Orbit, 
which disappear under Medicinal Treatment.” He refers 
to observations of Panas of the disappearance of tumours 
under Arsenic and Iodide of Potassium , and he devotes a 
considerable amount of space to discussing the old-school 
superstition that any condition that Iodide of Potassium 
will benefit must of necessity be syphilitic. Mr. Snell 
does not hold that opinion, but yet he seems half afraid 
to break away from it. 

Here are the cases with remarks :— 

44 Case 1.—A short time since I recorded the case of a middle- 
aged man who was admitted under my care into the Sheffield 
General Infirmary with what was regarded as inflammatory en¬ 
largement of the right lacrymal gland of several weeks’ duration. 
It formed a very noticeable tumour at the outer and upper part 
of the orbit, rendering the eye somewhat prominent and 
materially interfering with the movements of the eyelid, which 
was also somewhat edematous. The tumour continued to en¬ 
large in spite of the administration of Iodide of Potassium —in 
fact, the commencement of the use of this drug was characterised 
by a somewhat rapid increase in size of the enlarged gland. 
Later, however, it became more stationary, and after the 
patient had been in the infirmary for some weeks my surgical 
colleagues, whose opinion I sought, were disposed to regard 
the growth as a sarcoma, and suggested early removal. Before 
taking this course, however, as the man was anxious to return 
to his home he was allowed to do so on his promising to report 
himself after a short interval. This he did in a few weeks’ 
time. The tumour had then become considerably lessened in 
size. No treatment had been adopted since his leaving the 
infirmary. A fortnight later he was again admitted. The edge 
of the tumour was all that could then be felt. In the course of 
the next few weeks the whole of the growth had disappeared, 
and the eye had resumed its normal characteristics. There 
w r as no history of mumps or any general disorder with which 
to associate the enlargement of the gland. The only ex¬ 
planation offered was one by the man himself, who attributed 
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the disorder to the fact that as an agriculturist he had been 
using sheep dip made particularly strong with sublimate, but 
there was no evidence of any wounds or abrasions on the 
hands, nor had there been salivation or implication of 
salivary glands or other symptoms suggestive of poisoning. 

“The case just l'elated, much as it appeared at one time like 
a malignant tumour, was in all probability only an instance of 
chronic inflammatory enlargement of the lacrymal gland. The 
cases to be now mentioned are more pertinent to the object of 
this paper. 

“ Case 2.—A woman, aged forty years, was sent to me on 
November 20, 1895, by Mr. Tristan of Retford, owing to a 
prominence of the left eyeball due, he feared, to a tumour of 
the orbit. The prominence of the globe was first noticed about 
three months before, and had recently become rapidly worse. 
For a considerable period prior to this she had suffered a great 
deal from headache confined to the left side. Treatment had, 
however, rendered this much less. On examination I found 
that the left eyeball was distinctly pressed forward, but that 
there was no marked interference with the movements of the 
globe. The upper eyelid was somewhat reddened, and a trifle 
edematous. A tumour was readily found at the outer part of 
the orbit; it was detected by the finger running also into the 
orbit above the globe, but the part where it was chiefly situated 
was on the floor of the cavity extending to the inner side. 
Here it was distinctly felt projecting as a rounded, somewhat 
hard, growth over the edge of the orbit. It was also slightly 
tender to the touch. The tumour was thus an extensive one, 
but the ophthalmoscope gave no evidence of interference with 
the intra-ocular circulation. Vision was unimpaired, and there 
were no indications of parts adjacent to the orbit being affected. 
The patient had been married for twenty-three years. A son, 
aged twenty-one years, was living. Inquiry afforded neither 
myself nor Mr. Tristan any other suspicion of specific history 
than that many years ago she had had miscarriages, the last 
being ten years previously. The opinion expressed to her 
medical attendant was that she had an extensive tumour in 
the orbit, that it would probably require removal, and to get 
rid of it entirely it would be necessary to remove also the 
globe. But notwithstanding the absence of a specific history 
(which I may say he confirmed) I mentioned that I had seen 
so many growths disappear under Iodide of Potassium that I 
should be disposed to give her a course of that drug before 
resorting to surgical measures. Mr. Tristan adopted this 
suggestion. On December 15th he wrote that “ the tumour 
has subsided in a marvellous manner," and this dispersion had 
continued when she paid me a visit on the 24th. At this date 
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I found that the proptosis had nearly gone, and that there 
was apparently little difference between the two eyes, but 
along the lower border of the orbit the edge of the tumour 
could be just felt much reduced in size, but still a trifle tender 
to the touch. Starting with a dose of five grains of the Iodide 
she had for some time been taking sixty grains daily. On 
February 11, 1896, she paid me another visit. At this time 
there was nothing to notice in the appearance of the eye as 
different from the other. The finger passed along the lower 
and inner wall of the orbit could no longer detect any tumour. 

“ About the same time that the previous patient first came 
under observation, another woman, somewhat older, appeared 
among my patients at the infirmary. She had a tumour in the 
right orbit, displacing the eyeball forwards, but it was not more 
extensive than that in Case 2. It involved the inner and lower 
part of the orbit. The onset had been more gradual, and it was 
of longer duration than in Case 2, and was associated with 
some pain. It would be about as correct to assume a specific 
taint in one as in the other, and yet in this patient the Iodide , 
tried for a time, exerted no influence, and it was deemed 
necessary to remove the growth, a proceeding to do which 
effectually involved the sacrifice of the globe. The tumour 
proved to be a sarcoma growing from the inner and lower part 
of the orbital wall. 

“ Case 3.—In October, 1894, I had under treatment at the 
infirmary a man, aged forty-two years, who for several weeks 
before coming to me had noticed that the left upper lid was 
slightly swollen, and latterly he had suffered somewhat from 
aching pain. He had a good family and personal history, and 
denied any venereal taint. In addition to the somewhat 
swollen condition of the eyelid already mentioned, the left eye¬ 
ball was more prominent than its fellow. The finger carried 
between the globe and the upper wall of the orbit taught that 
the space was filled up by some large growth which was firm 
feeling and somewhat nodular. The movement of the globe 
upwards was also interfered with, and the eyelid drooped, and 
he was able to raise it very imperfectly. During the short 
time he attended among my out-patients his condition became 
rather aggravated. At this period he was shown at the Sheffield 
Medical Society. The presence of a tumour was recognised, 
and its possibly malignant character was discussed by several 
members who saw the patient. He was admitted into the 
infirmary, and at once placed upon Iodide of Potassium. A 
steady improvement commenced, which continued until the 
tumour had become completely absorbed; the appearance of 
the two eyes being similar, and evidence of the former trouble 
being altogether removed. 
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“The cases mentioned bear a very close clinical resemblance 
to tumours regarded as sarcomatous, and in which the diagnosis 
has been confirmed by the microscope after the growth has 
been removed. There was the same evidence to the touch of 
a somewhat hard, elastic tumour, not fluctuating or pulsating, 
and somewhat nodular on the surface as an organic tumour 
would present. Treatment proved that they could be dispersed 
without operation, and therefore it appears to me that the 
lesson to learn is one that Panas enforced in the paper to which 
I have already directed attention—viz., that before resorting to 
surgical measures for orbital tumours the effects of internal 
treatment should be tried. It is not necessary that Iodide of 
Potassium , with or without mercurial inunction, should be 
employed, for Panas mentions the benefit derived from Arsenic 
and other remedies. Panas also suggests that serum, accord¬ 
ing to the nature of the infection which has been at work, 
should be used.” 

MATEEIA MEDICA MISCELLANY. 

By J. R. P. Lambert, M.D. , 

Apis in Rhus-poisoning.—Dr. W. A. Burr mentions a 
case of rhus-poisoning in which Apis Mel. 3x caused a 
rapid subsidence of the eruption. Nearly two years later 
the same patient became again affected in the same way 
without being conscious of contact with the poison ivy, 
and the same treatment gave an almost magical result. 
Although he had been tormented by the terrible stinging 
and itching for several days, and patches as large as a half- 
crown, each with a periphery of vesicles, were pouring out 
the poisonous serum, after a few doses of Apis the irrita¬ 
tion ceased, the flow was staunched, and in twelve hours 
the patient was comfortable.—Denver, Journal of Homeo¬ 
pathy. 

Erythroxylon Coca in Diabetes with Impotency .—We 
have on a previous occasion extracted from the Recorder 
some of Dr. Ghosh’s experience with Erythroxylon Coca. 
He has recently recorded further experience in two cases 
of diabetes accompanied by impotency, in both of which 
Coca 6x practically cured the sexual debility and also 
decreased the quantity of urine, and this result was 
obtained after the diabetes had been benefited by other 
drugs such as Ac.-Phos or Uran.-Nit. without any effect 
on the impotency. Dr. Ghosh thinks material doses of 
this drug act best. In these cases he began with the 6x, 
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intending to use lower dilutions if necessary, which, how¬ 
ever, he had no occasion to do. (He does not state whether 
the sp. gr. of the urine was decreased as well as the 
quantity.) 

j Cinnamon for Cancer. —Dr. J. C. Ross has found that 

v in cases of cancer where pain was present it invariably 
ceased under the use of Cinnamon , and that fetor dis¬ 
appeared and the general health improved. He obtained 
the best results in cases where the tumour was not 
exposed to the air, being situated in the stomach, rectum, 
uterus, or breast, when the skin was intact. The prepara¬ 
tion he employed was a strong decoction made by taking 
one pound of Ceylon sticks and boiling slowly in a closed 
vessel for eight hours in three pints of water till the water 
is reduced to one pint, pouring off without skimming. 
The mixture should be shaken up before taking each dose. 
The amount to be taken is half a pint in twenty-four 
hours in divided doses, to suit convenience. 

Iodium in Croupous Pneumonia. —Dr. Kiefer is a warm 
advocate of Iodine in croupous pneumonia as was recom¬ 
mended first by Kafka. He claims that when indicated 
it will have an abortive effect. After four to six doses the 
dyspnea will ameliorate, the sense of pressure throughout 
the chest and the painfulness will decrease, the cough will 
become looser, the fever decrease within six to ten hours, 
the pulse will sink from 120-112 to 100-92, a mild 
perspiration will set in, w r hich will be followed by a sense 
of well-being. If one examines the patient, one will find 
all the objective signs of a pneumonia, but the morbid 
process has ceased to progress and retrogresses with easy 
expectoration of mucus which is rarely purulent, but 
which soon diminishes, so that in twenty-four hours the 
cough and expectoration may wholly disappear. The 
provings present burning, tearing, or piercing pains, a 
sensation on breathing as if a great resistance had to be 
overcome to dilate the chest; cough w ith dyspnea, pleuritic 
pains in the thorax and blood-streaked sputa. Dyspnea 
with painfulness on deep breathing, great dyspnea, lack of 
breath, &c. 

The after-effects of the disease are much rarer under 
this remedy.— Homoeopathische Monatsblaetter , No. 1, 
1896 (. Hahn . Monthly). 

Thlaspi Bursa Pastoris and Uric Acid Excretion. —Some 
provings with this drug conducted by Dr. J. C. Fahnestock 
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confirm its action in producing a copious excretion of uric 
acid in the form of sand. It also produced a great increase 
in the quantity of urine excreted. Among other symptoms 
experienced was “ puffy or swollen eyes.” The effect of 
Thlaspi seems to be that of flushing out the kidneys and 
clearing them of any uric acid accumulated there. It 
also has a reputation as a hemostatic. 

Some Indications for Aurum. —In a lecture on Aurum 
Metallicum , Dr. J. Heber-Smith mentions its use in 
angina pectoris, which comes on suddenly, with feeling 
as if the heart had stopped. These patients are typically 
plethoric, fleshy yeomen, nearly always ruddy, who have 
organic pelvic conditions, apparently the origin of the 
cardiac disturbance. In most other chronic states the 
Aurum face may be described as cachectic. He has found 
A arum very useful in some cases of neurasthenia, where 
insomnia was the most trying feature. Patients who are 
delicate and pale, having a complexion almost transparent 
in pallor, and who have eczema of the hands and feet, 
and suffer especially from insomnia, he has found to derive 
great benefit from Aurum 3x trit. In melancholia and 
brain troubles he does not think Aurum of any use except 
where there is a history of syphilis or some chronic disease 
of the uterus, as hypertrophy or induration, or some 
neoplasm of the genito-urinary organs.— Medical Era. 

Scrofularia Nodosa in Skin Eruptions. —A writer in 
the Homeopathic Neios speaks very highly of this drug 
in eczema of the ear, in which condition he claims that 
it effects a certain cure. He recommends its use locally 
as an ointment as well as internally in fractional doses 
of the mother tincture or in the lx dilution. He also 
mentions a bad case of crusta lactea which was rapidly 
cured by an ointment of scrofularia. In pruritus vaginae 
it is highly effective, locally and internally, and more so 
when used in both ways, and in glandular enlargements 
it ought to be largely used. In lupoid ulceration its 
power is astonishing 

Platina in Irresistible Impulse to Kill. —Dr. Gaudy 
relates the case of a woman of about 35 years who 
demanded to be relieved of a peculiarly and seemingly 
irresistible impulse, namely, to kill her husband, whom 
she loved passionately. Their married life was happy 
and there was not the least cause of dissension, while her 
husband had not given her any cause to suspect his 
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fidelity. The sight of a knife or of any metallic instru^ 
ment exercised an irresistible attraction oyer her, and 
often she was obliged to leave the table in order not to 
yield to this unfortunate desire. He learned that a few 
months before she had lost a child a short time after 
confinement. This had been followed by profuse and 
desperately persistent uterine hemorrhage. Recovering 
from this, she became restless, irritable, and her whole 
existence was ruled by this sorrowful impulse. He pre¬ 
scribed Platina 6x and 30x, and in a short time she 
became mentally quieter, so that she revealed the obsces-. 
sion to her husband. Seemingly the symptom did not 
recur. He gave the remedy on account of its recommen¬ 
dation by Jahr, who prescribed it to a woman with a 
desire to kill her child —Journal Beige <THomceopathie , 
vol. ii.. No. 6. (Hahn. Monthly.) 

Boric Add—Its Action on the Skin. —A woman taking 
thirty grains a day of Boric Add for cystitis, at the end 
of a month developed a multiform erythema of the trunk 
which extended to the upper extremities; at the same 
time there appeared a painful swelling of the upper lids 
with conjunctivitis and photophobia. The edema became 
marked enough to close the eyes, and finally so intense 
as to similate the hardness of sclerosed tissue. Within a 
short time after suspending the Boric Add improvement 
set in, and within a week both edema and erythema had 
disappeared.—J. A. Fordyce, in Journal Cutan. Gen-Urin. 
Dis , Dec., 1895. 

In connection with this case of Boric Acid poisoning, 
the following extract is interesting, showing that the 
common practice of treating burns with boracic ointment 
is not devoid of danger:— 

“Hall describes a case of extensive burns in a boy 
treated with Unguentum Borads. On the fifth day he 
developed a severe erythematous eruption over the limbs, 
trunk, and face. During the next few days he gradually 
became worse and died on the ninth day. At the necropsy 
nothing was found to account for death, and previously to 
the eruption the boy was doing very well.* There were 
no throat symptoms whatever; there was delirium at 
night; the rash developed more each day. 

“ Hall quotes many recorded cases of similar groups of 
symptoms occurring definitely from Boracic poisoning, 
and points out that the extent of surface for possible 
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absorption in the above case was very great, and, although 
not pressing the connection between the Boradc Acid 
and the symptoms, thinks that if there was no connection 
between the two, still the occurrence of such fatal symp¬ 
toms is worthy of more extended inquiry than is at 
present given, with a view to preventing their occurrence 
by a more rigid antiseptic treatment.”— The Lancet. 

PaulliniaSorb, in Diarrhea. —Dr. Joseph F. Land has 
related a case of diarrhea in a girl eight years old, who 
was subject to frequent attacks of loose movements. 
When first seen she had suffered from the present attack 
for three or four days, and had received enough home and 
proprietary remedies to thoroughly complicate the case. 
After giving, as indicated, Colocynthis , Dulcamara , Vera - 
trum Album, Arsenicum , and Phosphoric Add without 
benefit, the stools were observed to be bloody, with bright 
green flakes intermixed. On that indication, Paullinia 
Sorb. 3x was prescribed. Marked and immediate im¬ 
provement followed, and the patient was soon discharged 
cured.— Medical Century , March 15, 1896. 


REMARKS ON “MATERIA MEDICA”— 
MOSCHUS (MUSK). 

By Edwabd Mahony, M.R.C.S., L.S.A. 

The musk is obtained from an animal living in the 
mountains of Asia (the moschus moschiferus) and carrying 
that substance, which has the consistence of an ointment, 
in a hair-covered bag behind the umbilicus; the greenish 
substance of the shops is obtained by drying the natural 
substance. Musk will be found extremely useful for the 
tonic, spasmodic rigidity of hypochondriac individuals, 
provided it is given in the smallest quantity, say one 
pellet of the thirtieth potency—at any rate, it will be found 
useful as a homeopathic intermediate remedy. The 
excitement which Musk produces in the genital organs is 
a primary effect which results in laxness and weakness of 
those parts. The continued action of Musk upon the 
nerves weakens them, and causes a number of nervous 
symptoms. The smell of musk in clothes, &c., remains 
for years, and must even be removed by heat; for this 
reason it ought to be kept away with great care from 
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chronic patients. So much for the general observations. 
We now come to the particular symptoms. Moral: palpi¬ 
tation of the heart as if in anxious expectation (a. 4 h.); 
fits of great anxiety; out of humour (the first hours). 
Head: vertigo with nausea, obliging him to lie down, 
accompanied by a desire for black coffee (a. 30 h.); her 
whole head aches, the pain moving hither and thither, as 
far as the nape of the neck, where it produces a tension ; 
better in the open air, worse in a room (a. 1 h.); ascen¬ 
sion of blood to the head. Eyes: heat in the face with 
dimness of sight. Face : a cooling burning in the region 
of the right malar bone, coming and going suddenly 
(a. 28 h.). Ears: noise in the ears as of the rushing of 
the wings of a large bird, now in the right, now in the 
left ear, suddenly coming and going (a. 60 h.). Nose: 
momentary bleeding of the nose from the smell; sensa¬ 
tion on the tip of the nose as of the creeping of an insect, 
he wipes the nose frequently, for the purpose of removing 
it, but without any effect, finally it disappears of itself 
(a. 28 h.). Taste , appetite , and gastric symptoms : every¬ 
thing tastes flat, milk has no taste at all; repeated, violent, 
audible eructations; nausea seemed to rise into the pit of 
the stomach, with retraction of the umbilicus and cramp¬ 
like sensation ; fits of nausea, six days in succession; after 
every dinner a tightness in the pit of the stomach, with a 
smarting, burning sensation of soreness, three days in 
succession. Stomach and abdomen: soreness in and over 
the pit of the stomach (in the chest), especially during an 
inspiration, accompanied by anxiety in the chest (a. 6 h.) ; 
violent grasping sensation over the umbilicus, arresting 
the breathing, and coming with a jerk ; sensation as if the 
abdomen were too tight, without pain, but with anxiety, 
preventing her from undertaking any work, and obliging 
her to run about; she went to see several acquaintances, 
but stayed only a few minutes with each (immediately); 
loud continual grunting in the abdomen, without flatulence; 
it disappears after a meal, and, indeed, commences to dis¬ 
appear already during the meal. Stool: diarrhea; urging 
desire to emit flatulence and to evacuate the bowels, the 
stool looks natural, the evacuation is preceded but not 
accompanied by the emission of concealed flatulence; 
retention of stool several days; creeping at the orifice of the 
rectum, going off by rubbing. Genital: it seems to excite 
the sexual organs ; excites the menses; draunng and push- 
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ing in the direction of the genital organs , sensation as if the 
menses would appear (a. 9, 22. h). Respiratory organs and 
chest: violent sneezing; sensation in the throat as if it 
were irritated by the vapour of sulphur, with constriction 
of the trachea from smelling the substance (immediately); 
clawing sensation in the left side below the short ribs, during 
a deep inspiration. Ba^ck: intense painful pressure, as 
with a blunt body, on the left side over the os coccygis, in 
the os sacrum: intermittent dull stitches on the left side 
of the dorsal spine in the middle of the back. Upper 
extremities: in the evening after lying down, he felt a 
drawing and stitching in the left forearm, from the wrist 
up to the elbow-joint, hindering sleep ; he had to stretch 
the arm out of bed, and to move it up and down to diminish 
the pain, for half an hour (a. 6 h.); cramp-like drawing in 
the hands and fingers as if a spasm were approaching ; a 
sort of cooling burning in the anterior joint of the right 
index finger. Lower extremities : clawing dull pressure 
in the flesh of the right thigh, posteriorly, rather towards 
the outer side; paralytic pain (painful faint feeling) pervades 
the leg from above downward, when sitting, as if it were 
near becoming rigid; restlessness in the left leg, obliging 
one now to contract, now to stretch it, a paralytic feeling 
of rigidity obliging him to move the leg now and then, in 
order to quiet it; burning pressure in the tips of the toes 
of the right foot. General: prickling in all the muscles ; 
violent intolerable burning of venereal herpes, which 
generally was without sensation; hemorrhages; he knows 
not what is the matter with him ; he is sometimes taken 
with a sort of uneasiness, a slight fainting sensation, going 
off again immediately. Fits: tetanus; convulsions; 
hypochondriac persons are affected by it; fainting fit with 
subsequent headache ; when walking he does not feel any 
weakness, but when sitting down he immediately feels a 
paralytic weakness in the knees, as if exhausted from 
fatigue. Sleep : coma; he dreams incessantly, restless 
dreams ; he was not able to lie long on the same side, for 
the parts on which he lay were painful as if bruised and 
broken (a. 24 h.) ; dreams offending his honour, he fails in 
every undertaking, and gets angry on account of it 
(a. 48 h.). Fever: sensation as if a cool breeze were 
suddenly blowing upon him, especially the uncovered 
parts, more particularly the hands; when going into the 
open air, winch was not very cold, he imagined it was very 
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cold, and he seated himself near the stove (a. 1£ h*): his left 
hand feels, warm, his right one cold, to the face both hands 
feel cool (a. 2 h.) ; the pulse is more full, but by four or 
five beats slower than usual (a. £h.); the pulse is less full 
and much quicker, increasing from twelve to eighty-eight 
beats (a. 6 h.) ; the pleasant feeling of natural warmth is 
again followed by a slight thrill of shuddering from the 
head through the whole body (a. 15 m.); increase of 
warmth of the whole body, with copious exhalation and 
increased animation (immediately) ; burning heat over the 
whole body, in the evening when in bed, the right side 
appearing to be hotter, with a feeling of dryness and scrap¬ 
ing in the throat and mouth, and moderate thirst; she had 
to uncover herself, accompanied by stitching pain in the 
forehead, vertigo before the eyes, bruised feeling over the 
whole body, sleeplessness, restlessness; she tossed about, 
experienced a grasping together of the umbilicus which 
came on with a jerk, and a pressing towards the genital 
organs, with excessive ill-humour—the paroxysm lasted one 
hour (a. 9 h.); slight sweat every morning; sweat with¬ 
out heat. 

(To be concluded.) 


CLINICAL CASES ILLUSTRATING THE USE 
OF MERCURY AND IODINE AND THE 
PREPARATIONS THEREOF, IN THE 
HOMEOPATHIC TREATMENT OF SYPHILIS 
AND LOCAL VENEREAL DISEASES. 

(Concluded from p. 516.) 

By Oscar Hansen, M.D., Copenhagen, Denmark, Corresponding Member 
of the American Institute of Homeopathy. 

Case VIII.—N. N., a dyer, 30 years old, Copenhagen. 
At the commencement of treatment on the 25th of June, 
1892, he had for thirteen weeks been suffering from 
gonorrhea, and had been treated here by a specialist 
without any improvement of consequence. Six years 
ago lues with syphilides and affection of the throat. 
Scanty thick and, yellow discharge from urethra with 
frequent urinating and intense cutting pain at the close of 
and just after the act. Urination especially frequent by 
night. No stricture was discovered, though the jet of 
unne was frequently thin. In other respects he feels 
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well. Suspensory bandages ordered, and Cantharis 2nd 
cent, dilution, three drops every three hours. June 30th : 
Pains a little reduced. Same prescription. July 2nd: 
Pains now slight. Discharge sometimes yellow sometimes 
green , thick . Much perspiration by night, but this is not 
followed by any improvement. On the base of penis 
two hard swellings (gummatous tumours originating from 
lues), not sore. Merc.-sol . Hahn., 1 cent, trit., the size of 
a pea, three times a day. For injections, Merc.-sublim. 
corros. 0 (solut. Aquosa 1.50) centigr. 50, Aqua destillata 
gr. 250, morning and night. On the 19th of July one of 
the hard tumours had disappeared. The pain in urinating 
had ceased, and discharge was light yellow and thinner. 
Same prescription. July 28th: Discharge ceased; the 
other hard tumour has disappeared too. Stream of urine 
normal; but though Merc.-solub. was continually used 
morning and night, and injections likewise morning and 
night, on the 20th of August there again appeared an 
abundant milk-white , thick discharge from urethra, and a 
burning , sticking pain in fossa navicularis in urinating . 
Orificia urethrae glued together in the morning. He was 
now ordered Petroselinum 0, three drops three times 
a day, and by the middle of September he had quite 
recovered. (Journ. vi. 5,886.) 

Case IX.—N. N., foreman, 34 years old, Copenhagen. 
Came under my treatment on the 25th of September, 
1893. Had not been treated before. Hitherto well. 
Coitus eight weeks ago, and four weeks later he observed 
the first objective symptoms of the disease. On the 
external skin of penis is an ulcer, one inch by half inch, 
soft in the centre, but hard in the edges , clean at the 
bottom ; and on the inner surface of preputium an oblong 
boat-shaped ulcer, likewise only hard at the edges, and 
clean. In other respects well. Prescription, Merc.-sol . lx, 
as much as will lie on the end of a penknife, three times a 
day. Already, on the 30th of September, he complained of 
considerable debility, want of appetite and cold shiverings, 
but no fever. A little papulous brownish-red eruption on 
the forehead. Same prescription. October 7th: Eruption 
now scattered all over the limbs, chest, and back; it is 
composed of large papules. Ulcers granulate, and are 
softer at the edges. Same prescription. October l6th : 
Eruption paler, quickly disappearing. Ulcers healed. 
Still hardness at the edges of ulcer on prepuce. General 
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state of health good. Same prescription. November 
27th has been travelling in the country for his employer, 
so he has not used medicine for three weeks. The whole 
state of health worse. On the forehead, in the scalp, 
upon scrotum, and femora large pustular syphilides and 
ulcerated pustules covered with thick scabs like oyster 
shells. The sclerosis in the ulcer on prepuce considerably 
increased . Same prescription was continued, but without 
change for the better. On the thighs scabs fell off on 
the application of cataplasms of oil, leaving large and 
circular ulcers with greyish covering at the bottom, and 
emitting a great quantity of yellow, thick discharge . The 
general state of health still good. Same prescription. 
December 11th : No improvement. Merc.-biniodat 1st 
cent, trit., morning and afternoon, and Kali-hydroiod. 
Kafka Q 5 gtt. forenoon and night, augmented by one 
drop a day ; but not the least change for the better, and 
on the 30th of December the whole pars capiblitii was a 
large and highly suppurating ulcerated surface. Ulcers 
constantly indurated. Hale’s formula (Merc.-biniodat 
trit. 1st dec. centigr. 50. Kali-hydroiod, gr. 4. Aqua 
destil . gr. 120), one teaspoonful three times a day. 

January 22nd, 1894. Several kidney-formed ulcers on 
the legs. Suppuration of the scalp decreased, and indura¬ 
tion quickly diminishing. By the continual use of this 
remedy the patient steadily improved. Ulcers became 
more superficial, suppurations decreased, and new rupial 
eruptions were smaller and more dispersed, so that on the 
12th of March all eruption on the face had almost dis¬ 
appeared. Ulcer on prepuce healed, soft suppuration of 
the scalp, but slight. Hale’s formula was now stopped, 
and I again prescribed Merc.-biniodat 1 cent, trit., as 
much as a big pea, morning and afternoon. Kali-hydroiod 
Kafka 0 5 gtt. forenoon and night, augmented by one 
drop every other day; but already, on the 2nd of April, 
the suppuration from the scalp as well as from the ulcers 
was more abundant, and new kidney-shaped ulcers con¬ 
stantly appeared after softened rupia-scab on arms and 
legs. So I must again commence with Hale’s formula, 
and on the 7th of September he had almost recovered 
but for some few dry ulcers on the legs; but on the 11th 
of September he lost appetite and grew very faint, with 
cold and clammy hands. On the upper part of the left arm, 
and in two places on the left side of the back, rupia were 
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grouped, covering surfaces as large as the palm of the hand. 
On the legs large reddish-brown spots remained after heal¬ 
ing of ulcers. Ulcers in the form of a half moon on the left 
shoulder close to the supraclavicular region. As he was 
also complaining of dyspnea and the anemia being worse 
at every exertion , and accompanied by an intense reddening 
of the face , and perspiration on the slightest motion . I 
prescribed Ferrum-met. 1st dec. trit. as a pea three times 
a day. 

Seponat: Hale’s formula. 

October 26 th. A little better, but very debilitated. No 
appetite. Heart and lungs normal. Urine containing 
nothing abnormal. Frequent cold shivers with icy-blue 
fingers and nails. Chininum arsenicosum 1st cent. trit., 
as much as a pea three times a day. 

November 20 th. Appetite good, and no more shivers, 
but he complained of burning pains in epigastrium and 
of diarrhea , consisting of small , watery , brownish-black 
evacuations , especially after meals , and followed by thirst. 
This was cured in the course of a few days by the use of 
Arsen.-album. 2 cent, dilution, five drops four times a day. 
Now there remained only a few rupia on the right thigh 
and the left arm, and also on the forehead over the left 
eye. The general state of health good. The scalp healed 
long ago. During the cure he lost sixteen pounds of his 
weight. Merc.-sol., 1st dec. trit. morning and night, was 
given, and an ointment of Merc.-prcec. ruber , one part with 
thirty parts of Axung. porci lota , was applied to the ulcers 
morning and night. Use of medicine for fourteen days, 
and fourteen days intermission, alternately. At the end 
of February he had almost recovered, but in the middle 
of March a small ulcer appeared on the right thigh, and 
one on the upper part of the left arm. At the beginning 
of July he had completely recovered, and has again reached 
his normal bodily weight. (Joum. vi. 6,315.) 

Case X.—N. N., a wine merchant, 89 years old, 
Copenhagen. Treatment commenced on the 3rd of 
March, 1895. Five years ago an induration on penis 
with affection of the throat, which was treated with 150 
inunctions. For the last two months an indurated ulcer 
as large in diameter as a hazel nut on the inner surface of 
the right cheek opposite the molar teeth. Some sali¬ 
vation. In other respects well. A great quantity of Mer¬ 
cury having been used I now prescribed Kali-hydroiod. 
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Kafka 0 , three drops three times a day, augmented by 
one drop every other day. 

March 15 th. Considerable improvement. Induration 
much softer. Prescription continued. 

April 28 th. All induration disappeared, ulcer healed. 
Completely recovered. Dismissed. (Journ. vi. 6,405.) 

In finishing this treatise I learn that in Berlin a more 
explicit dissertation entitled, Dr. H. Boing , Die Syphilis 
und ihre Heilung durch kleine Gaben Quecksilbers , has 
been published. Dr. Boing (allopathist) recommends 
what he himself names his almost homeopathic doses of 
Mercury in fresh as well as in old cases of lues and con¬ 
genital syphilis. He uses only Calomel. Boing accen¬ 
tuates from his own experience that bad results of the 
treatment must be attributed to the application of too 
large doses of Mercury. His doses are five milligrams ter 
die ; later, as amelioration occurs, one dose (five milligrams) 
every second day for six weeks; and, lastly, one milligram 
morning and night twice weekly.. 


ARSENITE OF COPPER AS A EEMEDIAL AGENT. 

By Frederick Kopp, Greenwich, N.S.W. 

My attention was recently drawn to some remarks made 
by Dr. John Aulde (Demonstrator of Clinical Medicine 
and of Physical Diagnosis in the Medico-Chirurgical 
College of Philadelphia) on the subject of “ Arsenite of 
Copper as a Bemedial Agent.” Dr. Aulde mentioned that 
his attention had been first called to the remedy by Dr. 
Boardman Beed, of Atlantic City, N.J., who candidly 
admitted its superiority for the relief of cholera morbus 
and allied affections. In recounting the results of his 
observations, Dr. Aulde referred to an extract published 
by him in the Medical Register , September 8, 1888, which 
he believed would serve to indicate his earlier observations. 
The following is the extract: “It [Arsenite of Copper] 
was used in probably twenty cases of bowel troubles, in 
patients ranging from 1 year up to 60 or more, and vary¬ 
ing from simple colicky pains to diarrhea and vomiting 
of several days' duration, and one case of acute dysentery 
accompanied by profuse bloody discharges from the bowels, 
and in every instance the treatment proved eminently suc¬ 
cessful ; not a single failure occurred, and, as a rule, the 
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pain and tenesmus subsided after the first hour, or after 
the taking of the first five doses.” And yet, after giving 
such a striking illustration as the above of the wonderful 
efficacy of the treatment of bowel complaints when carried 
out in accordance with the law of similars, Dr. Aulde still 
stands in the dark, closes his eyes to the fact, and still 
remains an orthodox allopath of the allopaths. 

Dr. Aulde’s mode of preparation of the drug for medi¬ 
cinal use may prove of interest to my readers, and I here 
give it in full. Dr. Aulde says: “Arsenite of Copper is 
known in commerce as Scheele’s Green, and is a fine green 
powder, composed of arsenious acid and oxide of copper, 
one part of the former to two of the latter. It is soluble 
in ammonia and nitric acid, and yields crystals of arsenious 
acid by sublimation. For medicinal use the Arsenite of 
Copper is prepared as follows : To one part of Arsenite 
of Copper , in fine powder, a sufficient quantity of Sugar - 
of-Milk is added, and trituration begun; addition^ are 
made of Sugar-of-Milk, trituration being continued, and 
Sugar-of-Milk added sufficient to make the quantity up to 
one hundred parts. One grain of this trituration, there¬ 
fore, contains T J^th of a grain of Cupric Arsenite , and for 
all practical purposes this method of preparation is suffi¬ 
cient, as a single grain will readily dissolve in water, and 
the division into small doses is thus more conveniently 
secured. When desired, this form of powder may be pre¬ 
pared in the form of tablets containing one grain each, by 
which each tablet is made to contain definitely a ^ 0 th of 
a grain. Particular attention is here given to the method 
of preparation, for the reason that my observations have 
been confined to the use of Arsenite of Copper clinically 
in quantities not exceeding a y^th of a grain, and, when 
prepared in the form of tablets, its administration is 
extremely simple. A single tablet containing this 
amount should be dissolved in from four to six ounces of 
water, the dose of the solution being a teaspoonful. The 
quantity thu^ prepared will be sufficient for from thirty 
to fifty doses. Of this solution the patient is directed to 
take one teaspoonful every ten minutes for an hour, after 
which the remedy should be repeated at less frequent 
intervals. As a rule, however, these intervals do not 
exceed one hour, and the medicine is continued regularly 
while the patient remains awake.” 

Dr. Aulde goes on to say: “By a simple mathematical 
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calculation it will be found that the exact quantity taken 
at each period approaches the infinitesimal , and some of 
my f riends have been disposed to look upon the matter with 
incredulity. Keferences in the medical journals to my 
report, shortly after its publication, indicated that it was 
looked upon more as a curiosity in medical literature than 
an addition to our therapeutic resources. A medical friend, 
more sceptical than the rest, was induced to accept a small 
sample of this powder, to be used probably in the first 
emergency, when nothing else was at hand, or when the 
patient was suffering agonising torture, while waiting the 
delay of the druggist. It so happened that within a week 
or ten days he was summoned to attend one of his patients 
who had been subject to frequent, but somewhat irregular, 
attacks of intestinal colic, which on previous occasions 
had given him no end of trouble. All remedies had been 
tried, but with varying degrees of success, and at times 
these attacks were so serious that the patient was laid up 
for several days, when hypodermic medication afforded 
the only means of relief. On the occasion referred to the 
symptoms pointed to a severe and prolonged attack, and 
in & moment the idea flashed upon him that this case 
would furnish a crucial test of the therapeutic value of 
the remedy. Without any hopes of witnessing good 
results from its use, the solution was prepared as above 
directed, and the patient instructed to take teaspoonful 
doses at intervals of ten minutes, while the doctor in the 
meantime sat down to consider the propriety of following 
up the old methods. His surprise may be imagined when, 
after taking the second dose, the patient expressed herself 
as feeling somewhat relieved, and at the expiration of 
twenty minutes, or after the third dose had been swallowed, 
the pain and all distressing symptoms had so far subsided 
that further medication seemed unnecessary, although the 
medicine was continued until near the end of the first 
hour. The pharmacology of Cupric Arsenite will be 
written hereafter; our present knowledge of its physio¬ 
logical action must be largely hypothetical. That it par¬ 
takes of the alternative character of Arsenic , and, like that 
remedy, when used in small doses, presents the charac¬ 
teristic features of a sedative to mucous tissues, will be 
apparent from its value in gastro-intestinal derangements. 
Whether Arsenic alone would be sufficient to overcome 
acute affections like cholera morbus is a question which 
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would probably be answered in the negative; but when 
combined with the oxide of copper in the proportions 
given above, we are warranted in assuming that the com¬ 
bination possesses astringent as well as sedative properties. 
Clinical observation confirms this theory, and experience 
has abundantly shown its efficiency when administered in 
small doses innearly all classesof acute intestinal affections.* * 

As, according to the above remarks of Dr. Aulde, he 
appears to douot the ability of Arsenicum to overcome 
acute affections like cholera morbus, it may interest him 
to learn that Arsenicum alone by itself, without a combi¬ 
nation with Oxide of Copper , or with any other drug, is a 
priceless remedy in the hands of a homeopath in those 
cases of cholera in which the time for administering Cam¬ 
phor has passed, characterised by the following prominent 
symptoms : Excessive thirst, clammy sweat, violent 
burning pains in the stomach, cramps, suppression of 
urine, tremulous and weak pulse, and an entire prostra¬ 
tion of strength. Cuprum alone by itself is also a valuable 
homeopathic remedy in those cases of cholera characterised 
by convulsions , or spasm, or cramp in the calves of the 
legs or stomach. 

Dr. Aulde goes on to say: “ The claim will be put 
forward that the dose is too small to produce any marked 
effect. By some the gratifying results which follow its 
use will be said to be due to its selective action, by others 
it will be pointed out as a clear case of special affinity; 
but it is doubtful if either explanation does more than 
serve as a cloak for ignorance; and the minuteness of the 
do6e prevents our accepting it as a case illustrating the 
substitutive action of a remedy. Evidently it illustrates 
a factor in the treatment of disease which is too frequently 
overlooked, viz., that the effect upon the economy of the 
exhibition of drugs is of a twofold nature—in other words, 
that it is a resultant dependent upon the presence of 
disease and the exhibition of the drug. If the disease 
were absent, the drug would not produce any appreciable 
effect, but with the disease the medicine produces an effect 
in accord with its power over the nervous system. An 
illustration may be of value in clearing up this somewhat 
complicated problem, and we may select for the purpose 
the case of peritonitis. The late Dr. Alonzo Clark, by the 
exhibition of massive doses of Opium , showed the remark¬ 
able tolerance of the system for that particular drug. A 
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patient suffering from peritonitis was permitted to take 
sufficient Opium in the course of twenty-four hours to kill 
half a dozen men, and apparently no bad results attended 
upon its use. The modem use of salines in like conditions 
depends upon a different principle, but the use of Atropine 
in combination with Morphine , previous to the inhalation 
of Chloroform or Ether , is similar to the use of Opium in 
peritonitis. The timely administration of Atropine and 
Morphine will prevent shock, but it is doubtful if the early 
administration of Opium would prevent peritonitis, although 
it was at one time believed that it exercised a favourable 
influence upon the progress of the disease. Now these 
influences, whatever they may be, must be effected through 
the nervous system, and it is not beyond the range of possi¬ 
bilities that in such manner the Arsenite of Copper may 
produce its effect in the treatment of inflammatory affec¬ 
tions of the alimentary tract.” 

Dr. Aulde, in referring to the treatment of typhoid fever 
by Arsenite of Copper , says: “ The value of Arsenite of 
Copper in the treatment of typhoid fever should not be 
overlooked, although I do not advance it because of its 
germicidal or antiseptic properties, but on account of its 
great value in the treatment of non-specific bowel troubles 
which are so common at all seasons of the year. In the 
early history of this disease it is often extremely difficult 
to determine the real character, so frequently is its on¬ 
coming masked by complications. The patient will some¬ 
times complain of supraorbital neuralgia and nothing 
more; another time it will be apparently a clear case of 
malarial cachexia; and, again, it will be simply nervous¬ 
ness of which the patient complains; but whenever there 
is the least indication of derangement of the bowels, or if 
there is an elevation of temperature, along with accelera¬ 
tion of the pulse, and other symptoms confirm the sus¬ 
picion, I always take the precaution to administer the 
Arsenite of Copper and confine the patient to bed upon a 
restricted or a milk diet. Following up this plan for a 
year, I have seen the best results, and think it is not 
beyond the bounds of truth when I say that many cases 
which ordinarily would have advanced to typhoid fever, 
in the course of a few days have taken a decided change 
for the better, and the danger has been averted. The 
symptoms of this malady are so well known that it would 
be a waste of time to enumerate them, and it will be suffi- 
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cient to say that some of these suspected cases have con¬ 
tinued for as long as a week before the disappearance of 
the elevated temperature in the evening. That they were 
of malarial origin may be suspected, but in a number of 
instances this matter was taken into consideration, and 
decided in the negative, because lately they have all been 
subdued by the use of Arsenite of Copper alone, except 
where there was great prostration, owing to the delay in 
■consulting the physician, when Nux Vomica in small doses 
was added to the treatment. The method of administra¬ 
tion in typhoid consists in the use of a single tablet contain¬ 
ing a Tooth of a grain daily, the medicine to be distributed 
throughout the day by solution in water. In cases as 
ordinarily seen its addition to other treatment is always 
attended with the best results: the temperature shows a 
favourable change, the pulse is less frequent, there is an 
improvement in the abdominal pain and in the frequency 
of the stools, and vomiting is controlled better than by 
the use of almost any other remedy. When this drug is 
employed it has always seemed to me that the need for 
other remedies was largely superseded by it, the treatment 
of the disease being for the most part symptomatical, and 
it is with no little satisfaction that I offer it to the medi¬ 
cal profession as an adjuvant to our therapeutics in this 
affection.” 

Dr. Aulde, in his remarks on 11 A rsenite of Copper as a 
Remedial Agent,” appears to have very nearly discovered 
homeopathy himself, and, although apparently ignorant 
of the fact, he has been the means of illustrating, by his 
warm advocacy of Arsenite of Copper in the treatment of 
cholera morbus, typhoid fever, &c., the, to us, well-known 
method of treating a disease in accordance with the law 
of similars. The following symptoms, developed during 
the proving of A rsenite of Copper , will more fully explain 
what I mean! Very severe headache, with soreness of 
the orbital bones, and dull pain in the forehead; headache 
between the right and left temples ; pain of a throbbing 
character in the right temple; nausea, vomiting, and 
purging, accompanied with cramps and collapse ; colic, of 
a violent character, with vomiting and frequent purging ; 
cold sweat and intense and excessive thirst; burning pain 
infthe stomach and bowels, with nausea; abdomen greatly 
distended; cramps, both in stomach and bowels (frequently 
followed by tonsilitis); sharp and cutting pains in the 
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abdomen; great difficulty in urinating; spasms and severe 
convulsions ; chilliness all over the body ; frequent pulse, 
cold skin, and great depression; persistent sleeplessness; 
numb and paralysed feeling in the left arm and leg; sensi¬ 
tiveness of the epigastric region to the touch; black spots 
before the eyes; lameness of the back; pain, of a severe* 
character, under scapula, aggravated by breathing and on* 
moving ; heavy white coating on tongue; diarrhea, stools 
slimy. 

Dr. Aulde gives a few clinical applications which are 
of considerable interest to us, as they vividly portray the 
relation between the above symptoms resulting from ar 
proving of the drug and the symptoms of the disease 
treated. In the following cases, however, unfortunately,, 
the most common symptoms only are pointed out by him,, 
since, allopath-like, he considers symptoms given in* 
detail as “tedious and unnecessary.” 

“ Case 1.—A little girl, 4 years old, had not been eating' 
very regularly for a week or two, but only within a few 
days had there been any trouble with the bowels. The 
stools were frequent, yellowish, and slimy, and with each 
movement there was considerable pain ; the tongue w as 
coated, skin sallow, and the whole appearance indicated a 
condition which might have been expressed in one word— 
weariness, but she did not show any tendency to sleep_ 
The probabilities were strong that we had to deal with a 
malarial element, but attention was first directed to the 
condition of the bowels by the administration of Arsmite 
of Copper. The child was better the next day; in fact 
the mother said she was lively after an hour or two, and 
had been quite bright, and offered to play with the other- 
children. Antiperiodic treatment followed, and resulted 
in complete recovery. 

“ Case 2.—Mr. T. was a man over 50, a fanner,, 
and had been suffering from diarrhea for several days- 
All the domestic remedies had been tried in vain, but the- 
use of Arsenite of Copper , one tablet during the evening 
of the call and another the next morning, was all that was 
required to correct the difficulty, although he said he was 
quite well the next morning after taking the medicine for- 
the evening previous. 

“Case 3.—J. H. was a hard-working young man,, 
a gravedigger, and for some days he had been very much 
depressed ; there was a loss of appetite, abdominal pain,. 
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weakness, and sleeplessness, and a slight rise in the 
temperature, with a pulse of 120; the stools were watery, 
offensive, and had been as frequent as ten in the day* 
Everything pointed to typhoid fever, but as the Arsenite 
of Copper is a useful remedy in that disease, he was 

{ )laced upon that, and was given a sufficient supply to 
ast two days, at which time he was to return unless he 
was much better. He visited the office about midday, 
and went immediately home, and began taking the 
medicine, and was able to go to work on the following 
morning, although still weak from the effects of the 
diarrhea. 

“ Case 4.—A boy, about 9 years old, had been under 
domestic treatment for several days for looseness of the 
bowels. He had great pain, frequent movements from 
the bowels, was languid, had no appetite, but great thirst, 
and complained all the time of headache. Had had 
bleeding from the nose on the afternoon of the day that 
.the mother called, and she was greatly exercised that the 
boy was ‘ taking typhoid fever.' The vomited material 
was of greyish, slimy appearance, and he had slept but 
Tittle for several nights. For that evening this patient 
was to take one tablet of the Arsenite of Copper between 
eight o'clock in the morning and bedtime, and in the 
morning following he was to take the remedy again in 
the same way. The understanding was that, should the 
boy's condition not appear to be improved, I was to be 
advised; but no tidings were received until the next day, 
when the mother called, and said that the boy was all 
right when he woke in the morning after taking the 
medicine. The real cause of the attack I was unable to 
determine. 

“ Case 5.—An older child, brother to the above, had a 
similar trouble some time after the above case, and was 
relieved in the same manner by the administration of 
Arsenite of Copper , except that the recovery was less 
prompt. He was confined to the house for several days, 
but had been laid up for some time before I saw him.” 

Comment upon the above cases is unnecessary. Truly 
little by little allopathic medical men are discovering 
particles of homeopathy, and as my friend, Dr. J. H. 
Clarke, remarked not so very long ago, they will wind up 
one of these fine days by them “ discovering Hahnemann 
himself.” The best of it all is, however, that no credit 
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is given to the law that is the source of all these wonderful 
discoveries! “ Homeopathy,” it seems, is still a “ term ” 

most jarring to allopathic ears, and therefore must not 
be mentioned. 

While Dr. Aulde lauds Arsenite of Copper as a “ new” 
drug for the treatment of cholera morbus, typhoid fever, 
intestinal colic, &c., it may be news to him to hear that 
we homeopaths have successfully made use of that drug 
for the same conditions for the last twenty years or more, 
so that it is not “ new ” to us. I must therefore con¬ 
gratulate my learned friend for kindly condescending to 
add one more of our drugs to the materia medica of his 
school, and not only that, but for also using that drug 
liomeopathically . I must also congratulate him on 
making use of the “ infinitesimal ” dose, for the prescrib¬ 
ing of which Dr. Aulde’s confreres are so fond of casting 
ridicule on their homeopathic brethren. The ^^th and 
Wotjth part of a grain of Arsenite of Copper for one dose is 
certainly not one which I would expect an allopathic 
physician to prescribe, and I trust that the lesson learned 
thereby will bear good fruit, and result in other drugs 
being prescribed in like manner. Dr. Aulde also follows 
the homeopathic rule of administering one single drug at 
a time, and the success following thereon is also very 
gratifying to us as disciples of the illustrious Hahnemann. 
As a further illustration of the tendency of allopaths nowa¬ 
days prescribing drugs somewhat more in accordance 
with the law of similars than formerly, it is only to-day 
that I read in an American allopathic medical journal of 
a case in which small doses of liq. ergot ammon. were 
successfully prescribed for a threatened miscarriage, in 
which considerable flooding and rhythmic pains were the 
most prominent symptoms. Secale comutum , in homeo¬ 
pathic practice, it is needless for me to say, is a very 
important remedy in cases of threatened miscarriage with 
the above symptoms. I can remember the time when 
the administration of such a drug in such a case would 
have been considered by allopathic medical men to be 
the essence of madness. Truly their views are gradually 
becoming changed into the use of more scientific methods 
in the treatment of disease. 

Dr. Aulde also appears to have at last discovered that 
the susceptibility of a healthy constitution and the sus¬ 
ceptibility of an unhealthy one for attenuated drugs are 
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two different things., We have always strongly advocated 
this, and therefore our remedies are so prepared with the 
object of acting on the constitution in disease, when the 
parts are more easily affected, and more sensitive than in a 
state of health. The body in health has generally no sus¬ 
ceptibility for highly attenuated drugs; but should they be 
administered in a crude or low form their active properties 
would soon become apparent. In short, drugs that would 
in health produce no disturbance, would, with the 
heightened sensibility of disease, act powerfully. For 
instance, while suffering from a severe headache, noises 
that at other times we would pass unheeded by become 
highly aggravating. Of course allopaths have become so 
used to seeing the “ effects ” of their drugs, in the way of 
nausea, vomiting, purging, and extreme pain, that they 
laugh at the idea of administering a drug which is in¬ 
capable of producing any of the above “ effects/’ 

The idea of the “ complicated problem ” of a drug 
acting in infinitesimal doses mentioned by Dr. Aulde is 
very amusing to us homeopaths, who have solved the 
“ problem ” and “ uncomplicated ” it long ago. To us 
there are no complications in the law'of healing. Arsenite 
of Copper acts successfully in cases of cholera morbus, in¬ 
testinal colic, typhoid fever, &c., simply because it is 
homeopathically related to those conditions, and “ like is 
cured by like,” irrespective of the size of the dose. It is 
not a question of whether its grand and prompt effects in 
the above diseases are due to its “ selective action,” or its 
“ special affinity,” or the “ substitutive action of a remedy.” 
It is simply a case of treating like by like—a natural result 
according to the law of similars, and the sooner my friend 
Dr. Aulde and his party acknowledge this, and act in 
accordance with its precepts, the better will it be for 
themselves and their patients. 


Oenanthk crocata. —Dr. J. S. Cooper, of Chillicothe, Mo., reports a 
cure of epilepsy of twenty-five years’ duration with Oenanthe crocata , 
every four hours. He used the 4th potency dilution, five drops a 
dose.— Horn, Envoy . 

Rhus Abomatica in Diabetes. —Diabetes is a disease generally 
pronounced “ incurable.” Yet it is asserted on good authority that 
Rhus Aromatica , in ten or twenty drop doses of the tincture, will 
positively cure many cases. Rhus Aromatica is not poisonous. It 
is also a remedy for dribbling incontinence of urine. (See Hale’s 
New Remedies .)— Horn. Envoy. 
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SOCIET Y’S ME ETING. 

BRITISH HOMEOPATHIC SOCIETY. 

The fourth meeting of the session was held at the London 
Homeopathic Hospital on Thursday, January 7, 1897, Dr. 
Madden, the President, occupying the chair. 

The following specimens, &c., were shown: A Malignant 
Testis removed by Castration, Mr. Johnstone; A Heart from a 
case of Ulcerative Endocarditis, Dr. Byres Moir; Microscopic 
Slide of the Streptococci of Ulcerative Endocarditis, Mr. 
Johnstone; Uterus removed by Vaginal Hysterectomy for 
Sarcoma, Dr. Burford; Fibroid Growth enucleated from the 
Uterus and the Left Broad Ligament, Dr. Burford; Diph¬ 
theritic Membrane coughed up from the Trachea, Dr. Roberson 
Day. 

Section op General Medicine and Pathology. 

Dr. Edward Blake then read a voluminous paper not very 
accurately entitled, “ Cardiac Arhythmia.” It consisted of 
matter more or less relative to increased rapidity of the heart’s 
action; but observations were grouped in so unsystematic a 
manner that it was difficult to get a clear idea of his precise 
aim. Dr. Burford mentioned one disease which Dr. Blake had 
not alluded to as causing a rapid pulse, viz., septic peritonitis. 
Of the other members who took part in the discussion most 
were unable to say more than that they hoped to read the 
paper on a future occasion. 

A concise but valuable paper was then read by Dr. Byres 
Moir on “ Diabetes and Glycosuria,” of which the following is 
a synopsis:— 

Sugar in urine, its significance. Causes, &c. Case of diabetes 
mellitus in a girl of 16, rapidly fatal. Cases of glycosuria in adults. 
Comparison of cases. Relation of glycosuria to gout and albuminuria. 
Effects of diet. Prognosis and general treatment. 

Dr. Moir’s aim was to give a short account of the theories 
advanced in Dr. Pavy’s recent work on the Carbo-hydrates, 
which theories elucidated some very interesting cases of 
diabetes which had come under his observation. His paper 
was much appreciated, and we are looking forward to perusing 
it again when published. 


Ledum Cough. —A correspondent of a German homeopathic journal 
recommends Ledum pal., in one-drop doses of the mother tincture, for 
bad coughs in persons of a rheumatic constitution; also, for coughs in 
those given to drinking.— H . Envoy . 
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BRITISH, COLONIAL, AND CONTINENTAL 
HOMEOPATHIC MEDICAL DIRECTORY, 1897.* 

According to the announcement in our last issue, the 
Homeopathic Directory for 1897 is now in the hands of 
subscribers, and we have the greatest satisfaction in com¬ 
mending it to the notice of our readers. Its utility is 
unquestioned. It is without a rival in the field. It 
is a publication in every way worthy of the support 
of all who are interested in the forward movement 
in therapeutics. The best assistance that our readers 
can give to the promoters of the work is to become 
subscribers for a copy each year, and to favour the 
editors with any suggestion they may be inclined to 
make for its improvement. We hope our Colonial and 
Continental brethren will give the work their hearty sup¬ 
port. This they can do not only by subscribing, but by 
sending to the publishers notice of any change in their 
address, appointments, or other matters, and the same 
will be announced in the pages of The Homeopathic 
World at the time, and the alterations will be made 
in the next issue of the Directory . Secretaries to 
homeopathic institutions can help by sending notice to 
the publishers when any change is made in the governing 
body or the acting staff. 

On comparing the present issue with the last we are 
glad to find about a score of additional names on the British 
list, and we have reason to believe that a number of those 
who still withhold their names do so for reasons which no 
longer exist, if they ever did. We would like to suggest 
to any such that they should candidly examine the volume, 
and if they do this, we are confident that they will no 
longer stand aloof. 

For the convenience of Colonial, American, and Conti¬ 
nental subscribers we may state the price in the different 
countries. On receipt of orders for the following amounts 
the publishers will forward a copy post free to any address. 

* British , Colonial , and Continental Homeopathic Medical Directory , 
1897. Edited by a Member of the British Homeopathic Society with 
the collaboration of Dr. Alexander Villers, Corresponding Member of the 
British Homeopathic Society. London: Homeopathic Publishing Co., 
12, Warwick Lane, Paternoster Row, E.C. Cloth, 2s. 
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Canada and United States, 50 cents.; France, Belgium, 
Switzerland, Italy, Austria, 2 francs 80 cents.; Germany, 
2 marks 20 pfen.; Holland, 1 flonn 21 cents.; Denmark 
and Sweden and Norway, 2 kroner; Spain, 3 peseta; 
Portugal, 500 reis. 


SPECIAL PATHOLOGY AND THERAPEUTIC HINTS.* 

Thebe is a pathetic interest connected with this new edition 
of Dr. Raue’s well-known work in that its veteran author did 
not long survive its publication. Here is his last word to his 
readers, signed May 1, 1896. 

“ In this, the fourth edition, there will be found a number of changes 
and revisions induced by the progress of medical science since the 
appearance of the last edition. A new chapter on Mental Diseases 
has been added, my object being to bring to the attention of the 
general practitioner and student in a concise manner the present 
state of this branch of medicine as developed in the last years by 
practical experience, experimental work in large hospitals, and in the 
progress of psychology itself. 

“ Some changes have been made in the classification of the acute 
diseases treated of, those of infectious origin being grouped into the 
chapter ‘ Acute Infectious Diseases.’ 

“ Hoping that with these additions and changes the entire work may 
have gained a new starting-point in its practical work to the student 
and busy practitioner, I again send it forth on its mission.” 

“Good wine needs no bush,” and Raue’s standard work—a 
position, it has successfully maintained through many years— 
is its own best commendation. Dr. Raue belonged to the 
generation of Hering, Lippe, and Carroll Dunham, whose 
works still live, though all have passed from the scene of 
their labours. And not only do their works live, but year 
by year they extend their help-giving energies to an ever- 
increasing circle of readers. For many years Raue’s book 
has been one of the best-used of reference books on our 
shelves. An enlightened pathologist who did not let his 
pathological studies blind him to the possibilities of thera¬ 
peutic action, Dr. Riiue has given to the world one of 
the most satisfactory views of disease-processes and their 
distinguishing features, and at the same time in his “ Thera¬ 
peutic Hints ” and the well-known “ Digests,” or repertories to 
the same, one of the best compendiums of homeopathic practice 
extant. 

* Special Pathology and Diagmstics , with Therapeutic Hints. By 
C. G. Raue. Fourth Edition. Revised and augmented. Philadelphia: 
Boericke & Tafel. London : Homeopathic Publishing Company. 1896. 
Pp. 1039. Price 50s. 
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SEXUAL WEAKNESS.* 

The author of this treatise has dealt with his subject— 
which is one of vast importance—in a firm and comprehensive 
manner. The enormous amount of suffering, mental and 
bodily, met with by medical men in connection with weakness 
of the male generative system demands that they shall give 
more than a passing study to the question, and in the book 
of Dr. King’s they will find it dealt with in a straightforward 
and practical way. The immense advantage possessed by the 
homeopath over the ordinary practitioner is nowhere more 
manifest than in dealing with affections of this class. Although 
Dr. King is professor of electro-therapeutics in the New 
York Homeopathic Medical College, and is connected with a 
number of other institutions in the same capacity, he is at 
the same time a very thorough homeopathist. He gives very 
full lists of medicine under the various divisions of his subject, 
and we can confirm from our own experience the excellence 
of the indications he names. We may add we are glad to 
notice that Dr. King gives no countenance to the lax doctrines 
in male sexual matters that prevail in society and also, we 
regret to say, among a by no means insignificant number of 
medical men. 


VAN DEN BURG S MATERIA MEDICA—A SAMPLE 
FASCICLE, t 

Although the volume bears the date 1895 and the “ Pro¬ 
logue ” is dated January 1, 1895, the “ Notice to the Reader ” 
is dated January 1, 1896, and a letter from the author, written 
on June 1, 1896, announces that the volume had then “just 
come to hand from the printer.” This will give some idea of 
the time and labour spent on this volume and the magnitude 
of the work attempted. Here is Dr. Van den Burg’s descrip¬ 
tion of it:— 

“A HOMEOPATHIC MATERIA MEDICA. 

“ Embracing all symptoms contained in 
The Cyclopedia of Drug Patliogcnesy , 

Hahnemann's Materia Medica Pur a, 

Allen's Encyclopedia of Materia Medica , 


• A Treatise on Spermatorrhea , Impotence , and Sterility. By William 
Harvey King, M.D. New York: A. L. Chatterton & Co., 133, William 
Street. London: Homeopathic Publishing Company, 12, Warwick Lane, 
E.C., 1897. Pp. 172. Cloth, 7s. 6d. 

t A Homeopathic Materia Medica on a New and Original Plan. By M. 
W. Van den Burg, A.M., M.D. A sample fascicle containing The Arse7iic 
Group Published by the author, Fort Edward, New York, U.S.A. 
London: Homeopathic Publishing Company. 1895. Pp. 341. Price 8s. 6d. 
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Hering’s Guiding Symptoms , and 

Hale’s New Remedies . 

The Authority always quoted with the symptom. 

Cognate drugs from Boenninghausen, Lippe, 

Gentry, Bell, Neidhard, Lilienthal, Ac. 

The Authority always cited in each place. 

Clinical Notes from Allen, Farrington, Dunham, Ac. 

The Authority always cited with the statement. 

The Differential Rank of symptoms abundantly given. 

The Authority cited, with the distinguishing marks. 

The Relation and Succession of symptoms shown. 

The Dose, Prover, Toxic case, Ac., always shown. 

Footnotes explaining abbreviations on every page. 

The only Complete Work covering all Authorities 

Up To Date, and showing the Origin of Symptoms. 

In Two Parts, in the same Volume: 

A Full Form , for extended study; 

-4 Condensed Form , for rapid consultation, 

Unequalled for rapid and reliable everyday^use.” 

Dr. Van den Burg says his aim has been to “ make something 
better, from a practical point of view, than has yet been pre¬ 
sented "; and he adds, “If the materials were better the result 
would be better ; but no one man can and no one man should 
be entrusted to sift the materials." In this matter we are in 
entire agreement with Dr. Van den Burg. All plans for 
“weeding" the materia medica are radically vicious and 
founded on unwarrantable presumptions. Dr. Van den Burg 
has rightly decided to include everything and give his authority 
for it. 

The “ sample fascicle " is a volume of some 340 pages large 
octavo. It deals only with the salts of arsenicum, giving 
Arsenicum Album in both full and condensed form, the other 
salts in the condensed form only. The condensed form of 
arsenicum album occupies close on 100 pages, and the full 
form 123 pages of much smaller print. 

We may say at once that Dr. Van den Burg has got together 
a very complete record of Arsenic effects ; but we doubt very 
much whether the practical outcome will be commensurate 
with the herculean labour bestowed on the work. The chief 
fault we find with the volume is lack of arrangement. The 
author has departed from the usual schema-form with which 
we are all familiar, and that at once entails a mental effort 
which should not be felt in a work for handy reference. This 
might be forgiven if any special advantages were apparent from 
the new arrangement; but we fail to see that this is the case. 
Another criticism we have to make is that the text is too much 
cut up by references and footnotes ; and, finally, we think it is 
a mistake to have combined the two forms “ condensed " and 
“ full" in the same volume. 
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Altogether we cannot pronounce this work a great success, 
and we should advise Dr. Van den Burg, before proceeding 
further with it, to wait for the promised Index to the Cyclo~ 
pedia of Drug Pathogenesy which Dr. Hughes has in hand. 
Then, in the form of a “ Companion to Allen’s Encyclopedia ; 
Additional Symptoms,” a most useful work might be com- 
piled, giving the Cyclopedia of Drug Pathogenesy , Hering, 
Hale, and any notes of symptom sequence. But let any notes 
of sequence, &c., appear as a section under Generalities. Any 
condensation should appear in a separate work altogether. 


LITERARY ANNOUNCEMENT. 

Heart Repertory.— The Repertory of Heart Symptoms 
compiled from the remedies mentioned in Dr. Clarke’s work on 
Diseases of the Heart and Arteries will shortly appear in book 
form. Messrs. E* Gould & Son will be the publishers. 


EXTRACT. 


THE BALSAM OP PERU TREATMENT OF SCABIES. 

Julien and Descouleurs call attention to the advantages of 
the above non-sulphurous treatment of itch, their conclusions 
being based upon 300 cases observed both in private and in 
hospital practice (Charlotte Medical Journal). It is known that 
the acarus placed on a watch-glass and exposed to sulphur 
fumes may remain alive for sixteen hours, and that it generally 
survives over an hour’s immersion in flour of sulphur and 
Helmerich’s ointment. Dr. Descouleurs placed six in contact 
with balsam of Peru and found that in ten minutes two were 
dead ; in twenty minutes three more had succumbed, and the 
last of the six died soon after. This experiment confirms the 
conclusions of Burchardt, who, moreover, discovered that the 
balsam kills the eggs as well. It is probable that the volatile 
oil, cinnamein, that, according to Fremy, is the essential con¬ 
stituent of the balsam, kills the acarus at a distance through 
asphyxia, and not through a corrosive action or by disruption, 
for Hebra has shown that the parasite can live for a week in 
water at 30° C., and Dr. Descouleurs has witnessed survival 
for three and a half hours in glycerine. The application of the 
method is simplicity itself. No soap is required, the balsam 
being painted on the surface, and then gently nibbed into the * 
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whole body with the hand. The remedy being volatile, pene¬ 
trates readily into the “ runs/’ without involving the necessity 
of opening these up. The patient remains thus all night, a 
warm bath being taken in the morning, when the cure is said 
to be complete. A repetition of the process, if necessary, pro¬ 
duces an irritation of the skin. Inveterate cases, that had 
resisted the classical and rather severe frotte at the St. Louis 
Hospital, were all invariably cured by this method, which 
would seem to be specially indicated when scabies is compli¬ 
cated with impetigo, eczema, ecthyma, and boils, and also in 
cardiac cases, pregnant women, and feeble subjects with 
delicate integuments, c.g., babies. The rather agreeable odour 
of the balsam tells greatly in its favour, especially in private 
practice .—New York Medical Times. 


APPOINTMENTS, VACANCIES, REMOVALS, 

ETC. 


•/ We shall be happy to insert notices of appointments if gentle- 
men will be good enough to forward them to us, and also of posts 
vacant and likely to be vacant, on receiving information from secre¬ 
taries or committees. Under this heading also, we shall mention good 
openings for homeopathic practitioners and chemists. 

CHANGE OF HOURS. 

• Dr. Lambert has taken consulting-rooms at 5, West Street, 
Finsbury Circus, E.C. His hours there are from 12 to 2 p.m. on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. His hours at 5, Alfred Place 
West, S.W., will in future be 12 to 1 on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and 
Saturdays, and 5.30 to 7 on Mondays and Fridays. 

Mr. W. S. Mitchell, A.P.S., Homeopathic Chemist, has removed 
from Preston and opened an establishment at 35, King Street, 
Egremont, near Liverpool. 


(§ Intern. 

'O 

DR. JOHN COCKBURN. 

We regret to announce the death of Dr. John Cockburn, 
which occurred recently, at the ripe old age of 82, at his 
residence in Margaret Street, Glasgow, where many years 
he conducted an extensive practice as a homeopath, and was 
held in great respect, both for his medical skill and his 
benevolence toward his patients. He was a man of most 
retiring disposition, but his kindly manners endeared him to 
his numerous patients, by many of whom he will be greatly 
missed. 
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GENERAL C ORRES PONDENCE, 

A POSOLOGICAL LAW-BOOKS ON ELECTRICITY. 
To the Editor of The Homeopathic Would. 

Sir, —-Allow me to direct the attention of Dr. L6on Simon 
to my remarks on “ A Posological Law,” published in The 
Homeopathic World, November 1, 1889. 

Also the attention of Dr. Villers to a Textbook of Electro - 
therapeutics and Electro-surgery , by John Butler, M.D., pub¬ 
lished by Boericke & Tafel, of New York, on the homeopathic 
uses of electricity. Yours in truth and justice, 

W. G. Watson, M.A., M B. 
150, Elizabeth Street, Sydney. 

Nov. 10, 1896. 


LONDON HOMEOPATHIC HOSPITAL, GREAT ORMOND STREET, 
BL00M8BURY. 

Hours of Attendance:— Medical (In-patients, 9.80 ; Out-patients, 
2.0), Daily; Surgical, Mondays, Tuesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays, 
2.0; Diseases of Women, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 2.0; 
Diseases of Skin, Thursdays, 2.0; Diseases of the Eye, Thursdays, 
2.0; Diseases of the Throat and Ear, Wednesdays, 2.0; Diseases 
of Children, Mondays and Thursdays, 9.0 a.m.; Operations, Tues¬ 
days, 2.80; Dental Cases, Thursdays, 9.0 a.m. 


MEDICAL AND SURGICAL WORKS PUBLISHED 


DURING THE 

Australasian Medical Directory 
(The) and Handbook. Including 
a Short Account of the Climatic 
Seaside Health Resorts in Australia, 
Tasmania, and New Zealand. Edit, 
and Compiled by Ludwig Bruck. 
8vo, pp. 196. (Sydney: L. Bruck. 
BaUliere.) 

British, Colonial, and Continental 
Homoeopathic Medical Directory, 
1897. Fcap. 8vo, pp. 107. (Homoeo¬ 
pathic Publishing Co. Net, 2s.) 
Burnett (J. COmpton). Fifty Reasons 
for being a Homoeopath. Fcap. 
8vo, pp. 296. (Homoeopathic Pub¬ 
lishing Company. 2s. 6d.) 

Cheyne (W. Watson). The Treatment 
of Wounds, Ulcers, and Abscesses. 
2nd ed. Cr. 8vo, pp. 210. (Pentland. 
3s. 6d.) 

Galabin (Alfred). A Manual of Mid¬ 
wifery. Illust. with 271 Engravings. 
4th ed. Cr. 8vo, pp. 896. (Churchill. 
15s.) 

Lade (G.). Piles and Haemorrhoids: 
What they are, how they come, 
and how they should be treated. 
Cr. 8vo ? pp.* 30. (Homoeopathic 
Publishing Company. Is.) 


PAST MONTH. 

Morgan (Dr. A. Kinsey). The Climate 
of Bournemouth in relation to 
Disease, especially Phthsis. Cr. 8vo, 
sd., pp. 51. (Bristol: F. Wright and 
Co. Bimpkin. Net, Is.) 

Morton (A. Stanford). Refraction of 
the Eye: Its Diagnosis and the 
Correction of its Errors. 6th ed. 
Cr. 8vo, pp. 82. (H. K. Lewis. 3s. 6d). 

Pharmacopoeia of the Royal Infir¬ 
mary, Edinburgh; also Formulae 
in use in the Out-Patient Depart¬ 
ment of the Hospital for Sick 
Children. 2nd ed. Revised and 
Enlarged. By Thomas Alexander. 
I6mo, pxi. 182. Thin (Edinburgh), 
3s. 6d.; roan, 4s. 6d. 

Retrospect of Medicine (The): A' 
Half-Yearly Journal containing a 
Retrospective View of every Dis¬ 
covery and Practical Improvement 
in the Medical Sciences. Edited by 
James Braithwaite, assisted by E. 
F. Trevelyan. Vol. CXIV., July- 
Dee.. 1896. 12mo, pp. 440. (Simpkin. 
6s. 6d.) 

Smythe (A. C. Butler). A First Series 
of 54 Consecutive Ovariotomies, Ac, 
With 53 Recoveries. 8vo, pp. 128. 
(Churchill. 6s. 6d.) 
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TO CONTRIBUTORS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


All literary matter, Reports of 
Hospitals, Dispensaries, Societies, 
and Books for Review, should be 
sent to the Editor, Dr. Clarke, 
30, Clarges Street , W. 

All advertisements and business 
communications to be sent to the 
“Manager” of the Homeopathic 
Publishing Company, 12, Warwick 
Lane, Paternoster Row, London, 
E.C. 

Literary matter and corres- 

S ondence should be sent to us not 
iter than the 12th of each month. 
Proofs will be sent to contri¬ 
butors, who are requested to cor¬ 
rect the same and return to the 
Editor as early as possible. 


CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications received from 
Dr. Mafifey, Sydney, N.S.W.; Dr. 
Watson, Sydney, N.S.W.; Dr. 
Ridpath, Sunderland; Dr. Oscar 
Hansen, Copenhagen; Dr. Brasol, 
St. Petersburg; Dr. Dudgeon, 
London; Dr. Cooper, London; 
Mr. J. Mitchell, Egremont. 


BOOKS AND JOURNALS 
RECEIVED. 

Zoophilist.—Animals’ Friend. 
—Chemist and Druggist.—Horn. 
Review. — Allg. Horn. Zeit. — 
Clinique. — Horn. Maandblad.— 
Herald Golden Age.— Medical 
Era.—Pacific Coast J. of H.— 
L’Art Medical.—Newcastle Dailv 
Journal.—Archiv. f. H. — Med. 
Century. — Rev. Horn. Beige. — 
N. A. J. of H.—S. J. of H.—Horn. 
Physician. — J. of Orif. Surgery. 
—Journal Beige d’Homoeopathie. 
—Monats. f. H. — N. Y. Med. 
Times.—Zeit. Berl. V. H. A.— 
Med. Argus.—Amer. Homeop.— 
Calcutta J. of Med. — Revist. 
Horn.—Hahn. Monthly. — Vacc. 


Inquirer.—Minneapolis Times.—• 
New Eng. Med. Gazette.— Med. 
Visitor.—Med. Monats. Horn.— 
Healthy Life. — Horn. News.— 
Horn. Envoy.—Denver J. of H. 
—Samuel Hahnemann. By Dr. 
Brasol.—La Critica nella Terapia 
owero il Curare Ragionevoie. 
Prof. Tommaso Cigliano. 
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CONTENTS OP JAN. NUMBER. 

Leading Articles:— 

“ Left the Profession." 

The Directory , 1897. 

News and Notes : 

Phillips Memorial Hospital — Con¬ 
sultations with Homeopaths—Sym¬ 
phytum in Malignant Disease of 
Bone—Death of Dr. D^clat—“ The 
Medical Environment.” 

Original Communications : 

What Can be Done for the Treatment 
of Chronic Deafness ? By Robert T. 
Cooper, M.A., M.D. 

A'.Case of Wasp Sting (Vespa I 'ulyari*) r 
with Remarks. By E. D. Shirtliff, 
LR.C.P. (Lond.), M.R.C.B. (Eng.). 

A Ferrum Pho*. CAse. By L. Narain 
Mookerjee. 

Materia Medica Miscellany. By J. R. 
P. Lambert, M.D. 

Heart Repertory. By John H. Clarke,. 
M.D. 

Society’s Meeting: 

British Homeopathic Society. 

Institutions : 

London Homeopathic Hospital. 

Norwich Homeopathic Dispensary. 

Hull Homeopathic Dispensary. 

Edinburgh Homeopathic Dispensary. 

The Treatment of African Fever. 

Reviews: 

Keene and Ash well's Diary and Case- 
Book, 1897. 

Prisons' Service Review. 

Answers to Correspondents, Notes 
and Queries : 

Appointments, Vacancies, Removals,. 
Etc. 

Dr. H. V. Munster—Dr. James Jones. 

General Correspondence: 

Theories of Homeopathy: Hahne¬ 
mann's and Another. 

Varieties. 

Medical and Surgical Works. 

To Contributors and Correspon¬ 
dents. 
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THE ITCH FOR OPERATING. 

Under the title Le Prurigo Secandi , Dr. Minime gives 
in the Journal de Midecine of February 7th an extract 
from a posthumous work of the late Dr. L£on le Fort ; 
and as the words of the writer appeal with double force 
to homeopathists, with their splendid law of medicinal 
cure, we think we cannot do better than translate a few 
passages for the benefit of our readers. 

We are quoting now Dr. Le Fort’s words, not Dr. 
Minime’ s introduction. 

“ What are the causes of the present furia operativa f 
which rages even much more fiercely over foreign surgery 
than over French? The first, and most legitimate, is the 
absolute, unshakable, I might even venture to call it blind, 
confidence which surgeons feel when they carry out anti¬ 
septic precautions. The general state, diatheses, physical 
or moral influences peculiar to the patient, are no longer 
worth any consideration : all the danger is in atmo¬ 
spheric germs; and, provided they can be guarded against, 
the surgeon imagines he can open the abdomen or a joint 
without the smallest risk. What is the good of losing 
time over a long and tiresome treatment when by an 
operation, the evident dangers of which he refuses to 
acknowledge, he can bring about a cure? Why puzzle 
his brains to make an exact diagnosis when he has only 
to make an incision in order to decide whether the disease 
he suspects really exists or not.” 

7 
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Dr. Le Fort then goes on to mention a surgeon who 
tells how he opened the abdomen of a young woman, aged 
nineteen, because she complained of a pain in that 
region, rather than make a digital examination. He 
had the satisfaction of finding that everything was all 
right, and that his patient had no disease at all! 

“ For some fanatics,” continues Le Fort, “ death 
after operation would be impossible if some precautions 
were not neglected, some detail forgotten, which had 
allowed some germs to grow, some carbolised silk em¬ 
ployed which had not come from a good maker, or catgut 
which had not been prepared after the latest formula. . . . 

“ Other causes combine to bring about abuses of 
operations. But a little while back nobody reached a 
certain surgical notoriety except after the publication of 
important memoirs and serious discoveries, and that was 
only possible after long years of study and experience. 
Now a few months of hospital practice are sufficient to 
make the name of a surgeon known to all the world. He 
has no need to find out anything for that; it, is quite 
sufficient for him to borrow from foreign surgery some 
new operation, especially if it is attended with risk. 
Patients capable of undergoing the operation are searched 
out, and every one that is found is operated on. If the 
result is successful, haste is made to publish the observa¬ 
tions and to show the patient at academies and learned 
societies, and at small cost notoriety is achieved with its 
— practical — advantages. Besides, as science makes 
advances more and more with facts (which is a good 
thing); as most scientific works are built up on observa¬ 
tions and statistics (which is progress); the operator has 
the pleasure of seeing himself quoted in all the memoirs 
published on the same subject, and of acquiring at small 
cost the reputation of a clever and bold operator. 

“ Operative boldness (hardiesse) is in these days a word 
that is greatly abused. I used to know operative bold¬ 
ness at the beginning of my studies when my first 
masters did not yet use anesthetics, when the patient 
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fought, cried, shouted under the knife. It was necessary 
to have coolness and resolution to reset the upper jaw, to 
perform a Cesarean section, to practise certain excisions 
in the removal of certain tumours; but to-day, with 
anesthesia, operations are nothing* more than autopsies 
on the living; the patient during the whole time of the 
operation has passed into the state of a corpse, and, truly, 
I know of nothing which could trouble the soul of the 
surgeon, if he had not the - consciousness of ulterior 
dangers which his intervention may bring upon the 
patient. Anesthesia . . . has happily rendered possible 
plenty of operations which are real benefits to humanity; 
but it has also helped to make possible the abuse of some 
among them. 

“ We might still bring forward other causes which have 
resulted in too great facility to have recourse to the knife. 

“ At a period when we are impatient of space and time, 
and do our best to shorten both, we do not like long treat¬ 
ments or long incertitudes. 

“ Medical treatment brings about a cure without 
danger, but it needs a long time to bring about; whilst 
an operation, if it entails certain risks, brings about a 
prompt cure—or, at least, a prompt solution. The 
patient himself encourages this tendency. He does not 
like operations, but whilst he is allowed to ignore the 
possible dangers, as he is impatient to be cured, he 
willingly accepts operative interference. If he is cured 
after prolonged medical or mechanical treatment he will 
attribute his cure to the strength of his constitution, to 
his resignation, to his patience, or even to nature, and he 
will hardly ascribe any part of it to his surgeon. ... If 
he gets well after an operation he will, without doubt, 
give honour to his courage; but he will not refuse to give 
to his surgeon the honour and the honorarium which this 
rapid cure behoves. It cannot be wondered at, then, if all 
these causes combined have resulted in the multiplication 
of operations beyond all bounds.” 
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NEWS AND NOTES. 


Lord Lister and the Rats. 

Parturiunt monies , nascetur ridiculus mus. 

[Extract from an address delivered at Belfast on the 
20th of January, 1897, on the value of Pathological 
Research, by the first and only medical peer, Baron 
Lister, President of the Royal Society and President of 
the British Association for the Advancement of Science: 
“ We know that a ship may carry the disease ; that rats 
are liable to contract it, and that a rat making its escape 
from a ship coming from Bombay, say, to the Thames 
or to Belfast Lough, may carry the plague ashore, and 
that the taint may be communicated to human beings* 
with dreadful results.”] 

I’ll talk with wisdom quite Platonic 
About the Bombay plague bubonic. 

’Tis my belief the plague is spread 
By rats, which are in sewers bred. 

Infected rats may come in ships— 

These vermin like to take such trips. 

A plague-struck rat may get ashore 
In Belfast Lough or near the Nore, 

And work its way, unheard, unseen, 

By devious paths, with instinct keen, 

To city slums, and give the taint 
To rats and men of this complaint, 

With dire results to men and rats, 

In spite of all our traps and cats. 

But I will tell you how to slay 
Pestif’rous rats. You know my “ spray ”— 

It was at first a great success, 

But soon it was, I must confess, 

Found out to be distinctly toxic. 

Its very smell would make a dog sick ; 

But though for surgery ’tis no use, 

’Twill kill a rat as quick as puss. 

The* let all ships that go to sea 
With “ spray-producers ” furnished be. 

Rats, killed by my carbolic spray, 

The dreaded plague is kept away. 

My spray a fresh renown will gain, 

Re-named “ Lord Lister’s Plague-ratsbane.'* 
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Origin of the Plague. 

The Statesman (Jan. 14th) reports a highly interesting 
lecture by Surgeon Lieut.-Colonel Waters delivered at 
Bombay, in which he contests all the usually accepted 
theories of the origin and spread of the Plague, including 
that of the rats, and traces it to the grain food of the 
people and to the emanations from grain that has putrified 
in storage. The drain theories, bugs, fleas, flies, and 
mosquitoes are all discussed and denounced; and so is 
the theory of spread from person to person. Subjoined 
are a few extracts. 

“ It is doubtless a fact well known to most of this audience that 
the onset of the disease was among granary employes, and that the 
granaries were also the scene of the rat murrain—the dead rodents 
being found in numbers around and between the sacks of grain. This, 
bear in mind, was the primary incident in the epidemic.” 

Wheat and rice are excluded from the causative factors, 
but millet appears to be the delinquent, this being the 
cheapest of all the grain foods. Here is some of the 
evidence on this point, and also the measure—white¬ 
washing—which Dr. Waters recommends for stopping the 
trouble. We may add that on his recommendation it 
has been tried in some large granaries with success. 

“ And I am given to understand that though rice-eaters constitute 
by far the largest number of the Hindoo population, yet the plague 
prevailed most amongst those who live on millet. But millet storage 
may well be the chief maleficent factor with which we have to deal, 
altogether apart from its consumption, as may have been gathered 
from what I have already said in regard to the means of propagation 
of the disease, viz., that many of the germs must be air-borne. 

“ It is very interesting in this connection to hear the native opinion 
of the cause of plague in Alrnora, where it has not infrequently made 
its appearance. Mr. Troupe, of the Kausanie Tea Co., ana who has re¬ 
sided in those parts for some thirty years, has kindly informed me that 
the natives there ascribe an outbreak to millet grain which has long 
been stored in the ground under the doors of the houses. Millets are 
the only grain cultivated in Alrnora. Mr. Troupe, from his own 
extensive observation, subscribes to the native view, and says during 
an epidemic of Mahamarri—the local name for the bubonic fever— 
the outlying villages suffer most, as they have no market for their 
surplus stock of grain. Mahamarri has been very uncommon in these 
districts of late years, which may be accounted for by a succession of 
bad seasons having cleared out all the stock, and thus left none to get 
affected. Arguing from what is said above, may it not be inferred 
that the Bombay outbreak may be traceable to the high rates 
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prevalent for food-stuffs having unearthed old and infected stocks of 
grain ? 

* * * * * 4 : * * 

“ I am credibly informed that natives are well aware that the 
opening of grain pits is a matter fraught with danger to life, and the 
grain of an old pit is, therefore, freely ventilated for a week before it 
is further handled by them. 

“ What are we to do ? I have already indicated my belief in the 
efficacy of lime-washing, and I think I have shown valid grounds for 
our having wide recourse to that expedient.” 


The Chemist and Druggist on the Code. 

The necessity of our leading article in last month’s issue 
is thus handsomely acknowledged in the Chemist and 
Druggist of Feb. 13th :— 

“The Code of Medical Ethics. 

“The Homeopathic World is humorous at the expense of Mr. 
Jukes de Styrap, M.K.C.P.I., M.K.C.S., and L.S.A. Jukes de Styrap, 
it appears, is the author of a Code of Medical Ethics—the code of 
medical ethics, we ought perhaps to call it. The Code declares that 
‘ it is degrading to the true science of medicine to practise homeopathy, 
or, professedly or exclusively, hydropathy or mesmerism.’ That 
extract from 4 the thousand and ten commandments of the medical 
profession,’ as The Homeopathic World calls them, suffices to 
explain the H. W .'s satire. But we think our contemporary is fully 
justified in its demand that it is time this medical scarecrow were 
stripped of its trappings. We often read in the medical journals the 
declaration that ‘the Code of Medical Ethics says so-and-so,’ and we 
confess that until now we never knew whence that code emanated. 
At the least we presumed it had been framed in some sort of ecu¬ 
menical council of medical wisdom. The Homeopathic World asks 
simply, and quite reasonably, that in future the formula shall run, 
instead of ‘ The Code of Medical Ethics says so-and-so,’ 4 Jukes de 
Styrap says so-and-so.’ In the Medical Press and Circular of Decem¬ 
ber 80th, in an article on advertising by medical men, appears a long 
quotation, headed, 4 No apology need be made for quoting in full the 
ethical law on the subject.’ This, under the H. W. method, would 
read, 4 No apology need be made for quoting in full the Styrapical law 
on the subject.’ This would be just to Jukes, and certainly less 
likely to impose unfairly on ignorant and innocent readers such as we 
have declared ourselves to be.” 


The Prince of Wales’s Fund and Homeopathy. 

We heartily agree with all our contemporaries that the 
scheme propounded by the Prince of Wales for com- 
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memorating the Queen’s Record Reign does all honour to 
his goodness of heart. We cannot, however, disguise 
from ourselves the difficulties that are likely to arise 
in the distribution of the fund when raised. A letter 
by Dr. Ridpath, which appeared in the Sunderland Echo 
of February 13th, raises a point which ought to be settled 
before any homeopathist contributes to the fund. Unless 
it is made clear that homeopathic institutions are to have 
a fair share of the benefits, homeopathists should unite to 
raise a memorial fund of their own. Here is Dr. Ridpath’s 
letter:— 

“Liberty v . Dogma. 

“ To the Editor . 

“ Sir, —In your issue of the 1st inst., referring to the various pro¬ 
posals for commemorating the sixtieth year of her Majesty’s beneficent 
reign, you say that ‘ our greater medical charities, which rest on the 
broadest public base, should have first consideration.’ In order that 
they should be on the broadest 4 public base ’ it would, in my humble 
opinion, be necessary that the widest range of therapeutics should be 
admitted. This certainly cannot be said to be the case so long as 
the homeopathic system is excluded. Those who, like myself, have 
from many years’ experience of both systems proved the superiority 
of homeopathy and its adaptibility to the treatment of all disease, 
would feel that all true scientific medical advance should heartily 
accord freedom for the practice of this science and law of cure in our 
infirmaries. 

“ What say your readers to this ? There must be a large number 
among them who have proved for themselves and in their families the 
value of homeopathy. It does, then, seem a great hardship that those 
of them who, in the race of life, may have fallen behind from ill-health 
and desire admission to such institutions, should not be able to have 
choice of that form of treatment which they would prefer. 

“ The experiment of practising both systems in their hospitals has 
been made in America and found to answer among our Transatlantic 
brethren. An expression of opinion on this question would be both 
scientifically interesting and materially profitable to the patients. 

“Finally, it seems a matter of pure justice to subscribers to 
infirmaries who believe in homeopathy that such treatment as they 
can procure for themselves Bhould be available for their poorer 
brethren.—Yours, <fcc., 

“ David Ridpath, M.D. Edim 

“ 8, Grange Crescent.” 


Homeopathic Practitioners in Barbados. 

The editor of the Homeopathic Directory has handed 
us the following list received by him from a correspondent 
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since the last issue of that work was published. We have 
pleasure in publishing the names that those who possess 
the Directory may have an opportunity of adding them to 
the Colonial List:— 

List of Physicians Practising Homeopathy in Barbados. 

Clarke, Joshua Francis, Chapman Street, Bridgetown, M.D., 
Cleveland Homeopathic Hospital College, 1884; Licorish, Richard 
Fitz-G., White Park Road, Bridgetown, M.IX, New York Homeopathic 
College, 1881; St. John Charles William, Chapman Street, Bridge¬ 
town, M.D., Cleveland Homeopathic Hospital College 1883, New York 
Ophthalmic Hospital, 1884 (oculist and aurist); St. John, Edward 
Thomas, Bentham’s, St. Lucy, M.D., Boston University School of 
Medicine, 1888, New York Ophthalmic Hospital, 1889 (oculist and 
aurist); Sealy, Thomas Edwin, Merton, St. Philip, M.D., Boston 
University School of Medicine, 1890. 


Bcenningha usen's Pocket-book . 

We wish to call attention to a letter in another part of 
this number from Messrs. Boericke and Tafel referring to 
the edition of the above work published by them, in which 
they explain the paging. In replying to “ Layman ” we 
imagined that his copy differed from the others. 


Typhoid “ Vaccin.” 

Our lively contemporary the Star (Feb. 15th) has some 
pertinent remarks on the very latest kind of vaccination. 

“ Koch and Co. : a Delicate Suggestion of Experiments on 
Hospital Patients. 

“ After having survived the Raid, the Rebellion, and the Rinderpest, 
South Africa has been visited with a fourth woe, namely, Dr. Koch. 
. . . He asserts that he can render cattle in a short time immune from 
rinderpest ‘ by means of a mixture of serum and virulent rinderpest 
blood! ’ We wish we could discover a means of rendering human 
beings immune from the Koch bacillus, but the average man seems 
to lose his reasoning powers at the sight of the letters M.D. . . . For 
instance, a doctor actually proposed to eradicate the plague in Bombay 
by killing all the rats in the city, and so prevent them from spreading 
the infection ! And only the other day some idiots were making cats 
and dogs drunk for the purpose of finding out their energy when 
drunk as compared to their energy when sober I The latest vaccina¬ 
tion fad is another example of the ravages of the Koch bacillus. We 
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take the following cheerful account of ‘ typhoid vaccination ’ from the 
BritUh Medical Journal :— 

“ * Locally it produces considerable swelling and tenderness, which 
may extend from the dank into the armpit and groins, and last for 
forty-eight hours. The constitutional symptoms are faintness and 
nausea, loss of appetite, fever, and restlessness. These symptoms 
ceased after forty-eight hours, but in three out of eleven cases there 
was some impairment of general health for as long as three weeks.’ 

“ Our contemporary thinks that * a little practice ’ (on whom ?) will 
prevent these 1 unpleasant effects ’— 

“ * At any rate they are minor matters, and we think that if a man 
knew that he were likely to be exposed to the infection of typhoid he 
would act wisely if he submitted to be vaccinated by this method. 
We hope that some opportunity of an extended trial will be afforded.’ 

“We hope not, and we warn the public against being persuaded by 
doctors to give this method ‘a trial.’ Animals, luckily for them, 
cannot be given typhoid, so the experiments must be made on man. 
Where are the victims to be found? In hospitals? Among the 
poor ? At any rate not among the readers of the Star .” 

Nor, we may add, among the readers of The Homeo¬ 
pathic World. Typhoidin 30 or 200 is crude enough 
for us. 


Dr. Hayward on African Malarial Fevers. 

Oub readers will not have forgotten the lecture given 
before the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce on the above 
subject, and we are glad to be able to give in this number, 
through Dr. Hayward's kindness, the practical side of the 
question, namely, the treatment sketched out by him. It 
is published in pamphlet form by the Chamber of Com¬ 
merce and distributed by them “ All over Africa.” We 
have no doubt it will be found useful in other regions. 


Inoculation for Anthrax: a Source of Danger to 

Man. 

Mr. Joseph Collinson, of the Humanitarian League, 
writes to us as follows: “It is now a frequent practice 
to inoculate animals intended for food against anthrax. 
Anthrax is one of the most virulent of all diseases. In 
view of the recent outbreak of anthrax at Malton, in York- 
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shire, it cannot be too widely known that the cultured 
form of the virus which is used by many veterinarians as 
a means of dealing with such outbreaks is as dangerous 
as the natural infection, and is calculated to be quite as 
fertile of the epidemic form of the disease. As the 
bacillus of anthrax is not destroyed in some parts of the 
flesh by cooking, the practice is a most dangerous one, 
and capable of producing incalculable mischief. This in 
brief is the opinion of Professor Klein, of the Local 
Government Board. The late Professor Peter, of Paris, 
in a criticism of Pasteur’s * preventive inoculations * as to 
hydrophobia, which he showed were of a character entirely 
delusive and useless for the purpose for which they were 
designed (the vapour-bath plan of Dr. Buisson, on the 
other hand, is an unqualified success), said : 1 M. Pasteur 
not only conveys rabies to man, but transmits charbon to 
animals. Inoculation as a prevention of charbon was 
practised upon 4,564 sheep at Kachouka, in Southern 
Russia, of which sheep 3,694 died. This is called protec¬ 
tive inoculation! ’ ” 


Revaccination. 

The following paragraph appeared in the Westminster 
Gazette of Feb. 18th:— 

“The P.O. Vaccination Rule Fatal. 

“ This week’s Margate Gazette contains the announcement of the 
death, after six months’ suffering, from re vaccination of Miss Annie 
Maxted, twenty, of St. Peter’s Road. The young lady was in the 
Post Office service, and on going to a new appointment was com¬ 
pulsorily revaccinated, according to regulations.” 


Aloe for Incontinence of Urine. —Aloe is a very useful remedy 
in the incontinence of urine in the aged; with each act he feels as if 
he must have a small stool, there is a bearing-down sensation and the 
prostate is enlarged.— Med . Cent . 

Natrum Muriaticum and Epigastric Pulsation. —In pain in the 
stomach of a pressing kind with feeling of heat, bloating and increased 
acidity with aggravation of the troubles by eating and drinking, as 
well as by emotional disturbances, an important indication for Natrum 
is pulsation in the epigastrium. This distinguishes it from stomach 
remedies belonging to the same category, such as Calcarea carbonica, 
Natrum carbonicum, Magnesia carbonica , Magnesium muriaticum , 
&c.— Med. Cent . 
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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


THE HOMEOPATHIC TREATMENT OF AFRICAN 
MALARIAL FEVERS. 

By J. W. Hayward, M.P. 

African malarial fever is essentially one disease, but it 
shows itself in different types or forms at different times 
and under different circumstances, as well as differently in 
different persons and in different attacks. The treatment 
will therefore be more successful the more each case is 
treated in accordance with its own peculiarities: the 
following enumeration includes the most common of 
these. But, first, as to prevention, that is, the medical 
treatment for prevention; the sanitary and hygienic 
means are much the same in all methods of medical 
practice:— 

Prevention. —With the object of warding off an attack 
of fever, European residents in Africa should take a dose 
of Sulphur on going to bed twice a week for three months 
after arriving on the coast, and once a month afterwards, 
all along. After any extra exposure to malarial influences 
they should take a dose of Sulphur every two hours for 
two or three days. This medicine was proposed by Dr. 
Robert T. Cooper, of London, in the Monthly Homeo¬ 
pathic Beview for 1868. Its efficacy was endorsed by the 
editor of the Lancet , October 21, 1882 ; and subsequent 
experience has amply confirmed this. (For the prevention 
of yellow fever Crotalus has been found the most effective 
remedy.) If the increased liability has resulted from error 
in diet, they should take Nux vomica if after alcohol, 
especially if there is constipation, and particularly in 
dark-complexioned, passionate men; ot Pulsatilla in the 
absence of constipation, especially after pork or other fat 
food, and particularly infair-complexioned,mild-tempered 
persons. 

Premonitory threatenings.^- Shivering, lassitude, head¬ 
ache, backache, slight feverishness, &c.: if shivering is 
the most predominant feeling, even if there is also head¬ 
ache, give Camphor —three drops on a bit of lump sugar, 
and this afterwards dissolved in a dessertspoonful of clean 
cold water every quarter hour for four to six hours. If 
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lassitude, backache and general pains are the most 
prominent symptoms, instead of Camphor , give Bryonia . 
If headache, and the headache is severe and of a throbbing 
character, give rather Belladonna. If the headache is 
sharp and springing and there is constipation, and 
especially if backache is severe, with dread of movement, 

f ive Bryonia . If the symptoms resemble those of Bryonia , 
ut the pains make the patient move about, instead of 
Bryonia give Rhus toxicodendron. If the symptoms are 
really intermittent, subsiding and returning periodically, 
give Chininum. 

These medicines may be given a dose every two hours 
for two or three days, and then ceased if the symptoms 
have subsided; if they have not disappeared, or if before 
this true fever has developed, consult the following 
directions for— 

Fully-Developed Fever. 

Head Cases. —If it is evidently a head case, and there 
is cerebral excitement, with raving delirium, &c., give 
Belladonna every two hours, one hour, or half-hour, 
according to the urgency; but if it is one more of a 
congestive variety, with muttering delirium, &c., give 
Hyosciamus in the same way, instead of Belladonna. 

Liver Cases. —If the patient has a jaundiced appearance 
and there is vomiting of bilious or greenish matter, give 
Bryonia every two hours, one hour, or half-hour, accord¬ 
ing to the urgency. 

Stomach Cases. —If there is much nausea with vomiting, 
especially if the vomited matter be slimy mucus, and 
particularly if streaked or stained with reddish blood, 
give Ipecacuanha every two hours, one hour, or half-hour, 
according to the urgency. If, rather than nausea, there 
is urging and straining with the vomiting, and blackish 
or coffee-ground vomit, give Phosphorus in the same 
way. 

Hemorrhagic Cases. —If, notwithstanding the above- 
directed treatment, the case becomes, or if from the 
beginning it is, truly hemorrhagic, if the hemorrhage (in 
the vomit, urine, &c.) is reddish or brownish, give 
Ipecacuanha every two hours, one hour, or half-hour, 
according to the urgency. If the bleedings are blackish 
or like coffee grounds, and there is unquenchable thirst, 
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give Phosphorus in the same way. But if the blood 
seems dissolved in the vomit or urine, as if the blood 
cells were broken up, give Crotalus in the same way. 

Black Water Cases. —For real black water fever, 
especially if the colouring matter in the water tends to 
settle to the bottom like coffee grounds, and particularly 
if there is unquenchable thirst and some urging to urinate 
though the urine is scanty or arrested, give Phosphorus 
every two hours, one hour, or half-hour, according to the 
urgency. But if the general appearance shows signs of 
putrescence, and in the bleedings the blood seems liquid, 
as if the blood cells were dissolved, give Crotalus in the 
same way. 

Real black water fever requires either Phosphorus or 
Crotalus , and one of these medicines will usually cure it. 

If the temperature is high—over 103° F. in the evening— 
in any case give Aconite alternately with the medicine 
that is being given : cease the Aconite as soon as the 
temperature comes down below 101° F. 

Shivering and Rigors , especially in the early stage of 
the fever, must be met by Camphor , in the same way 
that high temperature is with Aconite , every ten or five 
minutes until the shivering is arrested—three drops on 
a bit of lump sugar dissolved in clean cold water in a 
dessertspoon. 

For the coldness of the later stage Arsenicum is the 
remedy, see below:— 

If the case does not fall under one of the above types 
or varieties, or if, notwithstanding the above-directed 
treatment, the patient appears to be sinking of absolute 
exhaustion, especially if the temperature becomes sub¬ 
normal—below 98° F.—give Arsenicum every hour, half- 
hour or quarter-hour, according to the urgency. 

Complications. —If during the fever pleurisy supervenes, 
give Bryonia alternately with the other medicine, that is, 
the two medicines every hour or two alternately. If 
pneumonia supervenes, give Phosphorus alternately with 
the other medicine. If bronchitis supervenes, give 
Ipecacuanha in the same way. 

Dregs left behind .—For irritability of stomach give 
Pulsatilla , Ipecacuanha , or Arsenicum , according to the 
symptoms, four or five times a day. For indigestion give 
Nux vomica or Pulsatilla in the same way. For bilious¬ 
ness or chronic jaundice give Bryonia , Mercurius dulcis , 
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or Sulphur in the same way. For diarrhea give Mercurius 
dulcis, Veratrum, or Arsenicum in the same way. For 
chronic dysentery give Mercurius corrosivus , Belladonna , 
or Rhus toxicodendron. For chest affections, cough, &c., 
give Ipecacuanha, Bryonia , Phosphorus , or Sulphur in 
the same way. 

Other Diseases of Hot Climates. 

Sunstroke. —If it comes on with giddiness or staggering, 
or as a sudden stroke of unconsciousness, whether pre¬ 
ceded or not by giddiness, give immediately Glonoine — 
two drops every five minutes for four or six doses, and 
then every fifteen or thirty minutes until consciousness 
returns; also apply cold water or ice to the head, and heat 
or a hot mustard poultice to the feet. After the return 
of consciousness reaction generally takes place, and the 
head becomes hot, with headache, throbbing pain, and 
cerebral excitement with delirium, then give Belladonna 
every half-hour or every hour, according to the urgency. 
If the temperature rises much inflammation of the brain 
is threatening, then give Aconite alternately with the 
Belladonna. If parcdytic symptoms show themselves 
afterwards, give Nux vomica every four hours for a week, 
and then Sulphur in the same way. 

Acute Dysentery. —If with purging there is much strain¬ 
ing at stool, with small bloody mucous evacuations, with 
tenesmus, and the pain is at the anus, give Mercurius 
corrosivus every two hours; and if there is feverishness 
present, especially if the pulse is rapid and soft and there 
is great thirst, give Belladonna alternately with the 
Mercurius; but if, with the feverishness, the pulse is 
strong, full and hard, as well as rapid, give Mercurius 
corrosivus and Aconite alternately: if there is much 
nausea, and not much feverishness, give Mercurius 
corrosivus and Ipecacuanha alternately. 

Diarrhea. —If stools are very frequent but not dysen¬ 
teric, and the pain is in the abdomen rather than at the 
seat, give Mercurius dulcis every two hours; but if the 
pain is very tormenting and crampy, give Veratrum 
instead. 

. Asiatic Cholera. —For real Asiatic cholera ; if there are 
coldness, collapse, and cramps, and especially if there are 
rice-water evacuations, give Camphor every fifteen, ten or 
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five minutes—three drops on a bit of lump sugar, and 
this dissolved in clean cold water in a dessertspoon: if 
there is less coldness and collapse, but much cramp, 
though not much purging or vomiting, give Cuprum 
instead of Camphor; and if there are especially purging 
and vomiting with cramps, give Veratrum. 

Acute Jaundice. —If from dietetic excesses, or after 
taking cold, a sharp bilious attack of jaundice comes on, 
if there is feverishness and high temperature, give 
Mercurius dulcis and Aconite alternately every hour or 
two; but if not much feverishness and high temperature, 

S 've Mercurius dulcis and Bryonia in the same way. 
nly slop diet. 

Typhoid Fever. —If the drinking water or the food 
becomes contaminated with drainage matter typhoid or 
enteric fever may supervene; in this case, if the tempera¬ 
ture is high—over 103° F. in the evening—give Aconite 
and Baptisia alternately every two hours; but if the 
temperature remains under 103° F., give Baptisia and 
Mercurius corrosivus alternately every two hours; and 
besides these, give once every day an eggspoonful of 
Flowers of Sulphur mixed in half a teacupful of milk. 
Only slop diet. 

Diphtheria. —If the drainage does not contaminate the 
food or drink, but persons are much exposed to breathing 
its exhalations, sore throat or diphtheria may supervene : 
in this case give Mercurius cyanatus and Belladonna alter¬ 
nately every two hours, or one hour, according to the 
urgency ; and every two hours (between the doses) gargle 
with a dessertspoonful of the Flowers of Sulphur and 
Milk. 

As a Laxative. —A small teaspoonful of Flowers of 
Sulphur in Milk the last thing at night, and one or two 
tablespoonfuls of castor oil first thing in the morning. 

Nothing need be said here about sanitation, hygiene, 
food, drink, fomentations, poultices, cold water com¬ 
presses or sheets, baths, &c., because the uses of these are 
much the same in all methods of medical practice; and 
directions on them are to be found in all books on residence 
in Africa. One useful and practical little book is West 
African Hygiene, by C. S. Grant, M.D., published for the 
Government of the Gold Coast Colony, 1887. Another 
is Health on the Congo , by Prosser James, M.D., and 
issued by the Baptist Missionary Society, 1885. 
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LIST OF MEDICINES. 

Aconite. 

Arsenicum .. 

Belladonna . 

Baptism . 

Bryonia . 

Camphor. 

Chininum. 

Crotalus . 

• Cuprum . 

Glonoine . 

Hyosciamus . 

Ipecacuanha . 

Mercurius corrosivus 
,, cyanatus 

„ dulcis. 

Nux vomica . 

Phosphorus. 

Pulsatilla. 

Rhus toxicodendron 

Sulphur . 

Veratrum album ... 

Castor Oil. 

Of the tinctures one drop is the usual dose, and of the 
triturations about a grain. Twelve drops of tincture, and 
as much as a shilling will hold of trituration, may be 
dissolved in twelve dessertspoonfuls of cold boiled water, 
in a cup or glass ; and then a dessertspoonful will be a 
dose. Keep the tinctures bottle cork downwards in the 
box. 

ANTIMON. CRUDUM IN PERSISTENT 
VOMITING. 

By Alfred Heath, M.D. 

February 1st. Mrs. L., cet. 60. For four months has 
been under an allopathic physician without the slightest 
benefit for the following symptoms: “Violent retching 
and copious vomiting every other day, or three times a 
week, of fluid like pea-soup. Between the attacks, to 
use her own words, “ she was so dreadfully exhausted 
that she went to sleep like a baby, in her chair/* During 
the attacks she had terrible pains, as if a sword was 
passed through her from front to back, cutting , making 
her cry out; great burning. Gentle rubbing relieved her 
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back, which, with the stomach, was excessively sore; 
tongue quite white. Ant. crud. 30 night and morning. 

February 8th. Reports that from the first dose of 
medicine she has had no sickness or pain, and feels 
quite well. 

114, Ebury Street, Eaton Square, S.W. 


REMARKS ON 11 MATERIA MEDICA ”— 
MOSCHUS (MUSK ).—NUX VOMICA. 

(Concluded from p. 74.) 

By Edward Mahony, M.R.C.S., L.S.A. 

Remarks: The first thing we may notice is the 
rapidity with which symptoms show themselves, usually 
within a few hours, and their corresponding shortness of 
duration, which explains its usefulness in spasmodic con¬ 
ditions of hypochondriac individuals. This makes the 
duration of the smell in clothes, &c., for years the more 
striking, and here it has an analogy with Camphor , which 
while so powerful a drug has so evanescent an action, 
and yet the smell is retained so long. This slow or rapid 
production of symptoms in different medicines is one im¬ 
portant guide both in the class of cases in which they find 
their principal sphere of action, and also in that crux of 
homeopathy, the repetition of the dose; for the more 
diseases, that is, diseased conditions, not names, are 
studied the more will it be found that the medicines 
most effectually and rapidly curative are such as can cause 
series of symptoms in something like a corresponding ratio 
of time and succession of symptoms, whether the chill, 
heat, and sweat of the different fevers, the accessions 
in time and circumstances of the various neuralgiae, 
the periods of incubation of the various acute blood 
poisons, as typhoid, variola, &c., or any other order and 
succession of phenomena whatever—in fact, correspond¬ 
ence must be sought and as far as possible followed 
between the times of the diseased condition and the 
times of appearance of symptoms in the corresponding 
drug. Next we may notice the conditions of ameliora¬ 
tion are from rubbing or scratching, in the open air, 
after eating, moving the affected part; among the con- 
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comitants we find, with the stomach symptoms, anxiety 
in the chest and arrest of breathing, and in the symptoms 
the character of the dreams and the peculiar accompani¬ 
ments of the fever heat are worthy of notice. Our next 
medicine, 

NUX VOMICA , 

fully bears out the law that the more powerful the poison 
the better the medicine, when properly prepared and 
judiciously administered. Being a medicine of such con¬ 
stant use, I shall copy out the invaluable opening remarks 
almost entire. They are —Nux Vomica is especially suit¬ 
able to persons of a cautious, ardent, vehement tempera¬ 
ment, or who have a malicious, angry disposition. The 
unpleasant symptoms which remain after the cessation of 
premature or profuse menses may be obviated by Nux 
Vomica. This medicine acts more mildly when taken a 
few hours before retiring than at other hours of the day ; 
necessity of course may require the exhibition of the drug 
^it any other period. In sensitive persons especially the 
exhibition of Nux in the morning excites unpleasant 
sensations, inasmuch as the most frequent and violent 
symptoms of Nux make their appearance in the morning. 
Next to this the symptoms of Nux are most frequent 
shortly or immediately after a meal, and when exerting 
the mind; it is therefore necessaiy not to give it directly 
after a meal, or to exert the mind in any way immediately 
after taking the medicine (nor ought this to be done after 
any other medicine) ; a few hours should always intervene 
between taking the medicine and the mental labour. This 
drug cures likewise many chronic affections occasioned 
by drinking too much wine or coffee, by a sedentary life, 
or by continued exertions of the mind; it likewise cures 
several epidemic diseases and acute fevers, especially those 
in which the heat appears before the chills, or where the 
heat and chills are mingled. Several kinds of danger¬ 
ous catarrhal affections are likewise cured by Nux . Nux- 
is most suitable when the patient is worse in the morning, 
when he wakes at three o’clock in the morning, remains 
awake for several hours on account of a number of ideas 
crowding irresistibly upon his mind, and falls asleep again 
towards morning, the sleep being disturbed by heavy 
dreams, from which he wakes more weary than he was 
the evening before; or it is more suitable when persons 
are unable to keep themselves from sleeping in the even- 
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ing several hours before bedtime. This drug has alternate 
symptoms, both orders of symptoms being primary symp¬ 
toms. Nux is antidoted by wine, brandy, and camphor; 
the headache and the want of appetite may be removed 
by coffee, the paralytic symptoms by Gocculus , the exces¬ 
sive sensitiveness and the asthma by Aco., and the ill and 
vexed humour by Chamomile. 

Detailed symptoms : Moral uneasiness with great 
dilatability of the pupils ; anxiety in the evening after 
lying down, followed by sweat after midnight; violent 
palpitation of the heart after midnight, with extreme 
anguish, giving him a desire to kill himself (a. 5 h.) ; she 
thinks her pain is intolerable and prefers death to bearing 
it any longer ; suicide—she throws herself from a height ; 
even the least ailments affect her beyond measure ; she is 
anxious, solicitous, and inconsolable, weeps, complains, 
reproaches, moans, her cheeks being very red and hot 
without thirst; she is very much disposed to quarrel and 
to feel vexed ; she is very much disposed to reproach others 
with their faults; he is hasty, looks at everybody who 
asks him a question in an angry manner, without answer¬ 
ing, as if he had to make an effort not to insult the ques¬ 
tioner ; he is so irritated that it seems as if he would like 
to beat any one who asks him a question, in the face ; he 
is strongly affected by every impression made upon him; 
he cannot bear strong odours and bright lights ; he cannot 
bear any noise or talk, music or song affects him too 
much ; hypochondriac sullenness; taciturn, as if every¬ 
thing were disagreeable to him; no desire to do any kind 
of work; imagines he does not succeed in anything; he 
cannot prevail upon himself, he knows not why, to attend 
to his scientific labours; he is not disposed to exert his 
mind, the blood rises to his head until evening; he is 
incapable of thinking correctly ; has great trouble in find¬ 
ing the words, and chooses expressions which are not 
suitable, makes mistakes in quoting weight and measure; 
early in the morning, after rising, he is scarcely conscious 
of himself on account of a multitude of ideas crowding 
upon his mind (a. 10 h.); intense consciousness of one's 
individuality ; fine, strong, correct feeling of right and 
wrong. Head:—Fits of vertigo , sensation as if his brain 
turned in a circle , with momentary loss of consciousness ; 
vertigo, as if he would fall to one side; vertigo after a 
meal when walking, abating when standing (a. 1 h.) ; 
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intoxication; cloudiness of the head as from intoxication; 
dreary feeling in the head as from nightly revelry ; gloomi¬ 
ness of the head after dinner , returning in twenty-four 
hours (a. 24, 72 h.); stupefying headache early in the 
morning, when in bed, upon waking, disappearing after 
rising (a. 16 h.) ; giddiness and heaviness early in the 
morning , as from intoxication; aching pain in the fore¬ 
head, relieved by laying the head upon the table; aggra¬ 
vated in the open air; accompanied by weariness oi the 
feet when going upstairs (a. 3 h.); aching pain over the 
orbit of the right eye early in the morning when in bed, 
while lying on the right side, and going off when turning 
to the opposite side or the back ; aching pain in the occiput , 
in the morning , immediately after leaving the bed ; clawing 
headache ; headache, a pressing in the occiput from within 
outward, in both sides of the occiput, as if the skull were 
pressed asunder, with heat in the brain—the pain is 
momentarily relieved by pressing the parts together with 
the hands—for 20 hours (a. 11 h.); headache early in the 
morning while in bed as if his head had been struck with 
an axe, going off after rising; headache early in the 
morning while lying on the left side; she feels a pain in 
the right hemisphere of the brain as if torn, the pain dis¬ 
appears when turning to the right, painful side (a. 52 h.); 
tearing in the vertex, forehead, eyes, with qualmishness 
and nausea in the region of the chest and the organs of 
speech (a. 2, 12 h.); drawing-tearing headache; tearing 
headache after a meal, with a feeling of heat in the 
cheeks and a feeling of chilliness over the body, at least 
in the hands; drawing pain in the temples , afterwards in 
the forehead , and lastly in the occiput; headache com¬ 
mencing a few hours before dinner, increasing after 
dinner, followed by violent stitches in the left temple, 
with nausea and sour vomiting—these symptoms disappear 
in the evening after lying down ; headache in the outer 
parts of the head, as if the hairs of the occiput were pain¬ 
ful ; one portion of the scalp feels bruised, the hair cover¬ 
ing that part stands on end and is painful to the touch 
(a. 8 h.); the scalp feels painful more so when touched; 
pain in a rough wind as if the scalp were sore, neverthe¬ 
less that portion of the scalp is not painful to the touch 
(a. 6 h.); red painful pimples or blotches on the hairy 
scalp and in the face, the tips of which become filled with 
pus; itching and gnawing in the hairy scalp and nape of 
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the neck, as when an ulcer is healing, especially in the 
forenoon : painful small tumours on the forehead ; creep¬ 
ing in the forehead and vertex. 


MATEEIA MEDICA MISCELLANY. 

By J. R. P. Lambebt, M.D. 

Kali Sulphuricum in Psoriasis. —Dr. Lippincott, in the 
Homeopa thic News , mentions three cases of psoriasis which 
were speedily cured by Kali Sulph . 3x. He was led to its 
use in this troublesome skin affection by learning that an 
obstinate case of this disease was cured by a five-weeks* 
visit to a watering-place in Virginia. On examining an 
analysis of the water, he surmised that Sulpha te of Potash 
had been the curative agent in this case, and a study of this 
drug in the tissue remedies confirmed this opinion, which 
the clinical test also corroborated. 

Ferrum Picricum .—Speaking of Ferrum Picricum with 
reference to its action on aural affections, Dr. Cooper says 
it is of great value to complete the action of other 
remedies. The symptom that specially calls for this drug 
is failure of the function of an organ under exertion— e.g. y 
the voice fails after public speaking. Picric Acid is also 
a very useful remedy in ear cases, especially in the treat¬ 
ment of nervous deafness where there are singing noises 
that come on when the patient is fatigued by unusual exer¬ 
tion, while with Ferrum Picricum the functions of the organ 
drop off during ordinary work. The pathological lesion 
in the Ferrum Picricum case is diffused vasculitis, and it 
is indicated where symptoms pointing to the liver or other 
solid viscera are present, whereas the Picric Acid patient 
is neurasthenic and not the subject of other definite disease. 
Moreover, Picric Acid suits the blonde better than the 
dark-haired, while Ferrum Picricum confines its benefits 
to the dark-haired alone. 

He also recommends Ferrum Picricum for plethoric 

E atients with sensitive livers, and some icterus who suffer 
:om constipation or frequent micturition; it must not be 
given too low nor denied a fair trial if it causes aggra¬ 
vation, which it often does, giving rise to giddiness and 
disturbance of the cerebral circulation with pain in the 
occiput and inability to walk, also restless sleep with un¬ 
pleasant (often erotic) dreams; pain in the right side 
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of neck and down the right arm is a characteristic; such 
symptoms call for temporary discontinuance of the remedy* 
not complete cessation. 

In diseases of the heart the special indication for 
Ferrum Picricum is a great weight and‘sense of heaviness 
in the chest, sometimes as if a lot of iron nails had been 
eaten, with intermittent pulse ; or an irritability of the 
heart that shows itself on exertion with indigestion, and a 
foul tongue. 

It is also specially applicable to epithelial growths, to 
corns and warts, especially if of yellowish discoloration or 
if surrounding parts are similarly discoloured, and if the 
patients are dark-haired. 

Dr. Cooper has also observed that it produced heat and 
burning along the urethra in a woman, and in another 
case it cured a similar condition. 

Deafness in women occurring before the catamenia, and 
noticeable only at these times, also calls for Ferrum 
Picricum, especially if accompanied by crackling in the 
ears and an abnormally low-pitched voice, while a high- 
pitched voice owing to blocked Eustachian tubes, calls for 
Hydrastis. — Med. Cent. 

Bovista in Itching of the Coccyx. —An interesing case is 
reported in the American Homeopathist of a boy, aged 13, 
who complained of a very troublesome and distressing 
itching at the end of the coccyx; it was very frequent 
and intense, and aggravated by rubbing or scratching, so 
that he would abrade the part. On questioning, it was 
found that blunt instruments, like scissors, left inden¬ 
tations in the flesh. The trouble was, moreover, con¬ 
genital ; his father and grandfather both suffered from the 
same itching, and those who knew them said they acted 
and scratched in the same manner. 

One dose of Bovista entirely relieved the trouble, and a 
slight return a week later was also promptly removed by 
another dose, and there was no more trouble. 

Glonoine in Bowel Troubles. —In the Calcutta Medical 
Journal this drug is recommended as eminently worthy of 
a trial in bowel troubles such as constipation and diarrhea. 
It is likely to be useful in constipation accompanied by 
hemorrhoids which itch and pain, and when the stools 
are hard, with pinching in the abdomen before and after 
stool, lasting till the patient goes to sleep. It should be 
useful in diarrhea when it is attendant upon the peculiar 
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headache of the drug ; when it follows sudden cessation of 
the menses anyhow produced ; when it is involuntary and 
accompanied by lividity of the lips. The characteristic 
of the diarrheic stools of Glonoine are that they are 
copious, loose, blackish, lumpy, with sharp burning in 
the anus and rumbling in the abdomen, and attended with 
frequent passage of loud flatus. Very often there is a 
nausea and vomiting with the diarrhea. It is remark¬ 
able that brandy relieves the nausea, vomiting, headache, 
and the diarrhea. The diarrhea is brought on and 
aggravated by eating peaches, and probably other sour 
fruit. There is also this characteristic of the diarrhea to 
which Glonoine is homeopathic, viz., that after a copious 
stool there is a sensation of more to come, which is ob¬ 
structed high up in the rectum.— Am. Horn. 

Borax in Galactorrhea .—In cases of galactorrhea in 
nursing women it is rarely that any one thinks of this 
remedy, though it is one of the most frequently indicated. 
It should be given internally in the third trituration, or 
may also be used in a 1 per cent, solution, to paint the 
nipples. Before the child is again put to the breast the 
nipples should be made clean by washing with lukewarm 
water. The following order of remedies is also recom¬ 
mended : Belladonna , Bryonia , Calcarea Garbonicum , 
China, Coniiim, Iodum , Lycopodium , Phosphorus , Pul¬ 
satilla, Rhus , &c.—P.C.J.H., trans. from Leipzig Pop. 
Zeitschr. Horn. 

Pulsatilla 3x is recommended in the same journal for 
galactorrhea in non-nursing women, and if it fails to 
decrease the flow Kali Iod. 2x or Calc. Iod. 3x should 
be used, the former especially in corpulent women. 

Ledum Palustre in Hemoptysis. —According to Jousset, 
in cases of hemoptysis in drinkers, and in persons of 
rheumatic constitution, this drug is indicated before all 
others. He has obtained good results with it. It is 
especially indicated where there are frequent attacks of 
coughing with expectoration of a great mass of blood. 
It must be given in the lower dilutions, from one to 
twenty drops of the tincture, higher potencies sometimes 
having no effect.—P.C. J.H. 

Some Medicines indicated in Bulimia :— 

Menyanthes 3x, when the hunger passes away after 
eating a little. 

Rhus Tox 3x, when aggravated by eating. 
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Spigelia 3x, excessive hunger with nausea and vomiting. 

Kali Muriaticum 3x, when the hunger disappears by 
drinking water. 

Sabadilla 3x, excessive hunger for sweet or farinaceous 
food 

Shelling has cured cases with the following remedies: 
Calc . Carbonica when it appears in children; A&afetida 
in nervous persons. Good results have been obtained in 
nervous patients with Ignatia 4x. 

Farrington speaks of Lycopodium as a specific for 
bulimia with much bloating coming on after eating. 


THE ABUSE OF EUCALYPTUS . 

By Frederick Kopp, Greenwich, N.S.W. 

The unfortunately too common practice of the 
Australian public in flying to the Eucalyptus Oil bottle 
on the occasion of every cold, irrespective of its symptoms, 
cannot fail to be productive of much harm, from a 
homeopathic physician’s point of view, and the sooner 
the lesson is taught and learned that Eucalyptus Oil is 
not a catholicon in the treatment of colds, but is only 
curative in those cases in which the symptoms correspond 
with those brought out in the proving of the drug, the 
better will it be for the welfare of the patient and the 
reputation of the drug. Eucalyptus Oil , taken, as it 
invariably is, in doses of from five to fifteen minims, and 
repeatedly in most cases every two, three, or four hours, 
undoubtedly in time must develop its own symptoms, in 
the same way as every other drug. Experience certainly 
has taught and proved that the members of the natural 
order Myrtacece are no exception to the general rule, as 
many in the past have found to their cost. The adminis¬ 
tration of Eucalyptus in cases bearing no homeopathic 
relation whatever to the drug would have the same result 
as prescribing Phosphorus for a Spongia cough, or Kali- 
bich. in one indicating Bryonia. 

The following are the most prominent symptoms 
developed during a proving of Eucalyptus (E. globulus) 
from the mother tincture, ten minims every two hours 
for three weeks, which I prefer to the oil:— 

A dull and heavy feeling in the head. Frontal head- 
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ache, of a dull and heavy character, accompanied with 
fulness of the head. Congestive headache, preceding 
symptoms of a feverish character. Hot, burning, and 
smarting sensation in the eyes. Nose feels all stuffed up, 
with a sense of tightness across the bridge; coryza, thin 
and watery. Flushed, and even congested appearance of 
the face. Great thirst, with a burning sensation in the 
mouth, extending to both the pharynx and the esophagus. 
Pale and relaxed appearance of the throat. Very profuse 
secretion of saliva. Full feeling in the throat, with great 
soreness on swallowing. Continuous feeling in the throat 
as if there were a large accumulation of phlegm there. 
Expectoration of a frothy mucus, thick and white. 
Quickening of the respiratory movements. A general 
feeling of faintness, dimness of sight, vertigo, and sensa¬ 
tion as if epistaxis would set in. 

I would draw particular attention to the symptoms: 
“ Very profuse secretion of saliva; full feeling in the 
throat, with great soreness on swallowing; nose feels all 
stuffed up, with a sense of tightness across the bridge; 
frontal headache, of a dull and heavy character, accom¬ 
panied with fulness of the head; hot, burning, and 
smarting sensation in the eyes; great thirst; and ex¬ 
pectoration of a frothy mucus, thick and white” The 
above are prominent symptoms in one variety of cold, 
but they are not the symptoms of every cold. If the 
latter were the case Eucalyptus would prove curative in 
every cold, which it certainly does not. I have said that 
I prefer the tincture to the oil, and this I do for several 
reasons. First of all, as the proving has been made from 
the tincture, it but naturally follows that we should make 
use of the tincture in treating disease. Secondly, the oil, 
as procured from druggists’ stores, is far from being in its 
pure state. A chemist only recently honestly admitted 
to me that the Eucalyptus Oil that he retailed over the 
counter at sixpence per ounce contained fully two-thirds 
of Oil of Turpentine ! The pure oil, he explained, could 
not be sold at a less price than eighteenpence per ounce. 
But the public demand was in favour of a cheap oil, and 
this could not be sold at the price without first adulter¬ 
ating it with some cheaper substance, and Oil of Turpen¬ 
tine, being sold at the retail price of only ninepence per 
pint, became a very convenient vehicle for adulterating 
the pure Eucalyptus Oil . Truly it seems to be that there 
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are a great many people living in this world who require 
more than a lifetime to understand and grasp the great 
truth that the best is the cheapest in the end, and that 
it is the height of folly to make use of inferior and 
adulterated drugs in the treatment of disease. As a 
homeopath, I should decidedly object to make use of 
this so-called Eucalyptus Oil , even in the sixth decimal 
trituration, as it, being a compound containing two drugs,: 
cannot possibly cover the symptoms peculiar to the pure 
oil. To use it in the treatment of disease with any hope 
of success, a proving of it would have to be made to dis¬ 
cover its own symptoms, and as I firmly hold the opinion 
that we have quite enough to do in proving our own 
single drugs, without turning our attention to the coin- 
pounds of the old school, I believe the wisest plan to be 
to have nothing to do with it. As a homeopath, I also 
condemn the indiscriminate use of the various oils. Ac¬ 
cording to popular opinion, it matters little whether the oil 
used is procured from the Eucalyptus globulus , Eucalyptus 
amygdalina , Eucalyptus obliqua , or Eucalyptus citriodora . 
Now all these certainly are members of the Eucalyptus 
family, natural order Myrtacece, yet experience has proved 
that, although various plants may be members of one 
family and one natural order, it does not always follow 
that the symptoms developed in their proving are identical 
one with the other. As an illustration of the truth of 
this, compare the symptoms peculiar to Eupatorium pur- 
pureum with those of Eupatorium perfoliatum. Lobelia 
cardinalis differs in its symptoms from Lobelia inflata 
and Lobelia cerulea. The most prominent symptoms 
peculiar to the mind in Lobelia cardinalis is a “ disposi¬ 
tion to sing whilst walking”; in Lobelia cerulea there 
is an “ unhappy state of mind, and great depression of 
spirits ” ; whilst in Lobelia inflata there is a “ great 
dejection, accompanied with sobbing, exhaustion, and 
fear of death.” In short, one plant may have some of the 
symptoms peculiar to another member of the same family, 
but it seldom or hardly ever has all the symptoms similar, 
as each has symptoms peculiar only to itself. The folly, 
of making use of several drugs indiscriminately, for the 
simple reason that they are members of the one family, 
will thus be self-evident to the merest novice who knows 
anything about the law of similars or of the action of; 
drugs. 
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The most common symptoms generally resulting as the* 
outcome of administering the oil in cases not homeo- 
pathically related, or else in too large doses, are : 44 A 
faint sinking sensation at the stomach; a feeling of 
weight in the epigastrium, diarrhea (often of a purging 
character); a feeling at the bladder as if its expulsive 
force were paralysed, and pains generally of a rheumatic 
character, which may be either tearing, stitching, or 
jerking, and increasing in intensity at night-time; these 
pains may also be followed by swellings in various parts 
of the body.” 

The external use of the drug has also been greatly 
abused. As I am writing these lines one case flashes 
across my memory of a man who, every time that he 
was plagued with a sore throat, applied the oil (the 
adulterated, of course) externally to such an extent as 
to highly inflame the part and almost raise a blister, 
which he asserted was the proper and most effectual mode 
of using the oil. To me such a treatment savours most 
strongly of the heroic one so fashionable with and beloved 
by the members of the old school. Homeopathy never 
has any need of substituting an external inflammation so 
as to be able to cure one internally. 

In conclusion, let me not be misunderstood. I do not 
by any means intend or wish to depreciate the value of 
Eucalyptus as a therapeutic agent in the treatment of 
disease, and especially of colds; but I hold this to be in 
consistency with the first law of scientific healing, that 
that drug, just the same as any other drug in our materia 
medica, can only prove curative in those cases in which 
the symptoms of the disease correspond with those 
peculiar to the drug itself. As homeopaths, it is our 
constant duty to hold this great truth continually and 
unwearyingly before the eyes of the public, that all may 
see and comprehend. Let us bear in mind the old motto 
— 44 Suppressio veri, suggestio falsi," which in plain 
English signifies that 44 a suppression of the truth is the 
suggestion of a falsehood.” 


STYRAPICS. 

It is with no little satisfaction that we observe on the 
part of a level-headed section of the old school body itself 
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a decided tendency to revolt against the commandments 
of Styrap. For it is the ridiculous Styrapian-Pecksniffian 
spirit dominating the old school, and a section of the new, 
which militates against the spirit of truth and justice. 
In medicine nothing exists as it really is, but only as 
Styrap labels it. Homeopathy is degrading in the Styra- 
pianview; therefore in the Wonderland of Medicine 
it is degrading; and only such adulterated forms of it as 
appear in the shape of an anti-something-or-other serum, 
diseased-cow-extract, Koch’s Tuberculin, or Pasteur’s 
Essence of Babies are at all respectable. And further, 
when a fine specimen of therapeutic fruit hangs tempt¬ 
ingly on a tree in the homeopathic orchard in view of a 
little Binger or a Brunton, the latter may pluck it off and 
run away, and show it to his delighted comrades; but he 
must steadfastly deny that it grew on a tree at all, or that 
he had ever been near the place ! Then he is a good little 
Styrapian, and eminently respectable, and even consult- 
able. 

But it almost seems that this Wonderland is going to 
have its pleasant dreams tested; so that medical students 
and medical men may be allowed to look facts squarely in 
the face and see things as they are. The following letters 
from recent numbers of the Medical Press (January 20th 
and subsequent issues) form part of a correspondence on 
“ Advertising by Medical Men.” We have not space for 
all the letters, but these will suffice to show how things 
are shaping. First we will give the conclusion of a letter 
signed, “ A Medical Free Trader, M.D., F.B.C.S.” :— 

“You will observe, Mr. Editor, from these remarks that I have 
little confidence in ‘ etiquette ’ codes. If any local community of 
doctors feel themselves so bound in interest and sentiment as to be 
able to work a local medical trades union, I think it is reasonable that 
they shall protect their own interests by this method, but if it pays 
any practitioner better to decline to join the said trades union, I see 
no reason to use bad words to him, so long as he pursues his medical 
trade honestly and according to his requirements. As for the code of 
etiquette quoted by you, it may be accepted as a useful formulation of 
what the extreme prohibitionists would like, but, being totally im¬ 
practicable, need not be otherwise considered.” 

“ To the Editor of the Medical Press and Circular. 

“ Sir,— The letter of ‘ A Medical Free Trader,* published in your 
widely-read paper on January 20th, can hardly form agreeable reading 
to any member of the profession, least of all is it likely to please 
younger men and those who, having just completed their education, 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



Homeopathic World.1 
March 1, 1897. J 


STYRAPICS. 


125 




are‘about to eater the ranks. If the statements of * A Medical Free 
Trader ’ be true, the profession, or rather the degraded trade which he 
makes it out to be, is evidently no place for a gentleman. A man of 
innate gentlemanly instincts and feelings may safely devote himself to 
trade, and even to trade in which advertising forms an essential 
feature; but no man of gentlemanly feeling can without inevitable 
moral deterioration pursue a calling which requires from its votaries 
the ostensible conduct of men of unstained honour whilst obliging 
them to stoop constantly to mean and furtive dodges—a system of 
surreptitious personal puffery and advertisement—in order to succeed 
or even to live. A trader may legitimately advertise. He is not 
called upon to praise anything save the goods he vends; but a profes¬ 
sional man, in advertising, is compelled directly or indirectly to praise 
himself. He must imply that his personal qualifications, his know¬ 
ledge, and skill are superior to those of his brethren; and no man can 
so puff himself without degradation. I should like to have 4 A Medical 
Free Trader’s ’ more ample justification for his sweeping assertions, 
and especially for that in which he affirms that ‘ making allowance for 
a small body of incorruptible members, every practitioner does what 
pays him best.” If he can prove his assertions, and you, Sir, will 
give them the publicity of your columns, I am quite certain that there 
will soon be a diminution in the number of candidates for the profes¬ 
sion—a diminution due to the withdrawal of a large class of young 
men who now enter upon their noviciate not only with high ideals of 
their own, but with the complete conviction that they are working for 
admission to a noble profession of which it is an honour to be counted 
a member. 

“ I am, Sir, yours, &c., 

“ January 20, 1897.” “ Juventus.” 

“ To the Editor of the Medical Press and Circular. 

“ Sib, —The letter of ‘Juventus’ on this subject in your last impres¬ 
sion is quite in keeping with the nom de guerre of the author. I read 
the letter of ‘ A Medical Free Trader ’ which this youth criticises, and 
I am in entire agreement with the former. The dear old crusted 
fallacy continually crops up. I see it in the editorials of medical 
journals that lying, puffing, and public misrepresentation, and adver¬ 
tising are necessarily synonymous. ‘A trader,’ says ‘Juventus,’ ‘may 
legitimately advertise. He is not called upon to praise anything save 
the goods he vends; but a professional man, in advertising, is com¬ 
pelled, directly or indirectly, to praise himself. He must imply that 
nis professional qualifications, his knowledge, and skill are superior 
to those of his brethren; and no man can so puff himself without 
degradation.’ Now, with all delicacy, I must characterise these 
sentences as not sense. A trader may advertise and not praise his 
goods, or lie in any manner whatever; so a medical man may adver¬ 
tise, and legitimately advertise, without puffing himself or publicly 
claiming superior qualifications to those of his confreres. If a medical 
man removes from one house to another, and intimates the fact in 
a public newspaper, professional purists, of whom ‘ Juventus ’ is 
evidently one, would denounce this as ‘ advertising,’ and it is adver¬ 
tising , but I fail to see wherein by so doing a man puffs himself, tells 
a lie, or is guilty of dishonourable or ungentlemanly conduct. I fail 
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to see, if a man writes an honest book and advertises it in a respect¬ 
able public newspaper, why the harsh terms just quoted should apply 
to him. I fail to see why a man should not honestly testify to the 
value of a medical, dietetic, or other preparation or article, in the 
absence of any moral or conventional law to the contrary, especially 
when the example is freely set by the DU majores of the profession. 
(A medical preparation in your advertising columns last week has its 
excellence testified to by three medical baronets.) It would be 
* advertising* professionally disgraceful, doubtless, according to 
‘Juventus,’ for a medical man to insert his name, qualifications, 
residence, specialty, and hours in a public newspaper. I admit it 
would be * advertising,’ but what law of morality, or ethics for that 
matter of it, is thereby violated I am at a Joss to comprehend. I 
have before me as I write the Gazette dee Etrangers de Lausanne - 
Ouchy , and on its first page I find the names of forty medical men, 
with their addresses and hours of consultation, and the nature of the 
specialty of each one. Would ‘ Juventus ’ allege that these gentlemen, 
many of them occupying the highest professional positions in Lau¬ 
sanne, are guilty of dishonourable, disreputable, or ungentlemanly 
conduct? This custom applies to many other Continental health 
resorts, and to America, and to our Colonies. It is all a matter of 
custom or ethics; and there is no custom or ethics in this country 
but the snarling of one man at and against another, and as ‘ Medical 
Free Trader * most accurately puts it, in my opinion (and I have an 
experience of over thirty years), 4 every practitioner does what pays 
him best.’ On the other hand, I do consider it dishonest, and conse¬ 
quently ungentlemanly, while affecting not to advertise, to get at the 
public by disingenuous and oblique devices, and knowing them to be 
such, no one can resort to such dodges without ‘ degradation.’ The 
most wicked of these devices is that ruinous one to the medical pro¬ 
fession and most demoralising to the public—the fraudulent form of 
1 benevolence ’ known as the hospital system. All hospitals, from the 
largest to the smallest, primarily exist to advertise and further the 
ends of medical men. There is no use affecting to deny it. The other 
day an eminently respectable and orthodox medical gentleman in 
Glasgow orated to a body of laymen regarding 4 deserving and un¬ 
deserving * hospitals. My ’doxy, says the old saw, is orthodoxy , and 
every other person’s ’doxy is heterodoxy. So, with the medical pro¬ 
fession, my hospital is the deserving one, that of my competitor is the 
undeserving one. They all exist for the seme purpose, and are all 
equally deserving and undeserving. 

44 When 4 Juventus ’ will have added to his years and to his experi¬ 
ence of life and of the medical profession, I doubt not he will write 
otherwise than he does now. If not, he will certainly have reason to 
congratulate himself. * 

44 1 am, Sir, yours, Ac., 

44 Glasgow, January 28, 1897.” 44 D. Campbell Black.” 

44 To the Editor of the Medical Press and Circular. 

44 Sir, —Far be it from me to disturb the faith of the 4 large class of 
young men who (as your correspondent 4 Juventus ’ asserts) now enter 
upon their noviciate not only with high ideals of their own, but with 
the complete conviction that they are working for admission to a 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



Homeopathic World.! 
March 1, 1897. J 


STYRAPICS. 


127 


noble profession of which it is an honour to be counted a member. * 
Time and experience may be safely calculated upon to take the gloss 
off this delineation of the joys and honours of medical practice, and 
to bring it, for all practical purposes, to the same level as any other 
honest means of making a livelihood. Your correspondent says * a 
trader may legitimately advertise . . . the goods he vends, but the 
professional man ... is compelled to . . . praise himself.’ I fail to 
see the distinction. The bootmaker advertises his skill and the excel¬ 
lence of his material, and the doctor advertises his skill only, and I 
think both traders are on equal ground. What I most strongly object 
to is the Pharisaism of certain of our tribe who seek to make it appear 
that we are all devoted to humanity, and to the glory of our noble 
calling, when, in fact, we are, as we may reasonably be, looking 
towards the mundane object of earning honestly a comfortable 
livelihood and a position of social respectability. Let us put aside 
this cant about our self-sacrifice and our enthusiasm for an ideal 
philanthropy, and confess ourselve’s to be what we are, a more or less 
useful class of public servants working chiefly for our own advantage, 
and, incidentally, for the good of others. 

“ I am, Sir, yours, &c., 

“A Medical Freetrader.” 


Formol for Bites. —Dr. Gonin, of Lyons (Brit. Med. Jour.), sends 
a note to the Paris Academy of Medicine, recommending formol for 
mosquito and gnat bites, also for bites from small animals. The bites 
should be covered with formol by a small brush or the surface of the 
bottle containing it. After evaporation the formol is again applied. 
The soothing effect is instantaneous ; there is never any inflammation. 
M. Gonin asserts that formol is efficacious for serpent and scorpion 
bites.— N. Y. M. T . 

Arsenic in Scarlet Fever. —A Russian physician, Speransky, 
announces (Semaine Med., August 26, 1896) that he treated a large 
family of children with arsenic as a preventive measure, when one was 
attacked with fatal scarlet fever, and isolation was impossible. Although 
they slept with the sick one, none of the rest took the disease except the 
oldest, eighteen years, to whom the arsenic had not been administered, 
and the youngest, who had been neglected and had only received 
occasional doses, with none at all for several days before the disease 
appeared. The arsenic was administered in Fowler’s solution, half a 
drop at each of the two principal meals (eight and nine years) with 
half this amount at three years. When the three-year-old child was 
taken with the disease he received half a drop three times a day, with 
powders of phenacetin and terpin hydrate ; the eighteen-year-old four 
drops, with the powders. The arsenic attenuated the disease in a 
remarkable manner after it had developed, with no fever after the first 
day, and the child so well that it was impossible to keep it in bed. The 
other cases treated outside showed the same results, a striking im¬ 
provement in the course of the disease after the first day, with com¬ 
plete recovery in a week. The preventive doses were continued for 
six weeks.— N. Y. M. T. 
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SOCIETY’S MEETING. 


BRITISH HOMEOPATHIC SOCIETY. 

The fifth meeting of the session was held at the London 
Homeopathic Hospital, Great Ormond Street, W.C.,on Thurs¬ 
day, February 4, 1897, at a quarter to eight. 

The following specimens, &c., were shown: 1. Uterus 
removed by vaginal hysterectomy for malignant disease (Dr. 
Burford). 2. Large pyosalpinx, containing about a pint of 
pus (Dr. Burford). 3. Papilloma of the bladder, removed by 
supra-pubic cystotomy (Mr. Dudley Wright). 4. Carcinoma 
of upper three inches of rectum, removed by Kraske’s opera¬ 
tion (Mr. Dudley Wright). 5. 'Calculus, removed by Lithola- 
paxy (Mr. Dudley Wright). 6. Malignant tumour of thyroid, 
removed by operation (Mr. Dudley Wright). 

Mr. Johnstone then demonstrated Widal’s serum method for 
the diagnosis of typhoid fever, diphtheria, <fcc. ; after which a 
short communication was made by Mr. Lestock Reid (Watford) 
on “ Hospital Treatment of Uterine Hemorrhage,” in which 
he compared the results obtained at the out-patient gyneco¬ 
logical department of one of the general London hospitals 
with those obtained at the out-patient department at the 
London Homeopathic Hospital. His conclusions were that 
allopathic treatment of this affection is very unsatisfactory 
indeed, and homeopathic treatment, though distinctly better 
than that of the old school, yet by no means brilliant. 

Mr. Knox-Shaw then read a communication entitled 
“ Lessons to be learnt from Two Fatal Cases of Gastro-Enter- 
ostomy.” The point which he chiefly emphasised was that this 
operation, in order to be successful, should be performed much 
earlier than is usually done, before the formation of the stomach 
has been destroyed by prolonged over-distension. 


Triticum Repens as a Preventive of Scarlatinal Nephritis.— 
Dr. E. M. Child writes to the Medical Council that he has found that 
the free use of an infusion of triticum repens (couch grass), a wine- 
glassful four times a day, or oftener, will prevent kidney complaints 
following scarlatina. He begins as soon as the eruption is out, and 
even before if it is slow in coming. It is not objectionable on account 
of taste, and may be “trimmed ” with sugar and milk with benefit. 
He adds that an infusion of avena sativa, given hot in cupful doses, 
will assist in “driving out” any of the eruptive diseases, and is 
also a sedative of considerable value. It is maae by taking a handful 
of oats, washing or dusting them thoroughly, and then pouring upon 
them a quart of boiling water. This is covered with a towel, and 
allowed to stand on the back of a stove without boiling.— N . Y. M. T. 
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LONDON HOMEOPATHIC HOSPITAL SKATING 
FESTIVAL. 

The following account, which appeared in the West¬ 
minster Gazette of February 18 th*, will be received with 
interest:— 


“ A Picturesque Skating Festival. 

“ A skating festival was held in aid of the fund for the com¬ 
pletion of the London Homeopathic Hospital—for which £5,000 
is needed—at the Prince’s Club, Knightsbridge, last night, 
under the able 4 stage management * of the Hon. Algernon 
■Grosvenor. 

“ His Koval Highness the Prince of Wales was present, 
accompanied by the Duchess of Teck. As soon as their Royal 
Highnesses were seated, the skaters, among whom were the 
Countess of Minto, the Earl of Kerry, Lady Evelyn Cavendish, 
Viscount Doneraile, Lady Randolph Churchill, Count Hermann 
Hatzfeldt, Viscountess Coke, Count Seilern, the Hon. Alger¬ 
non Grosvenor, Lady Colebrooke, and Herr Greenander, the 
champion amateur Swedish skater, made their appearance. 
The ladies were all dressed exactly alike, in deep red. Their 
skirts were of cloth with a band of fur round the hem. The 
bodices were of chiffon of exactly the same rich shade, a bolero 
outlined in fur and folded sashes of soft silk. The sleeves were 
full on the shoulders and shirred all the way down to the wrist 
closely to the arm. The hats were of velvet, of a much paler 
shade than the dresses, with a tail of fur at one side and high 
bows at the other of the deep red velvet and red ospreys. The 
effect given by the contrast between the mass of colour which 
these costumes provided and the white background of ice was 
extremely pleasing. The skaters, led by the Hon. A. Grosvenor, 
went through some difficult and complicated figures, moving 
backwards and forwards, easily and gracefully without the 
slightest hitch of any kind. Herr Greenander gave some 
wonderful exhibitions of figure skating, and after the cotillon, 
by special request of the Prince, M. Kurton, from Paris, also 
gave a clever display. Master Sidney Charlton, a boy of twelve, 
who claims for himself the title of ‘ boy champion,’ also skated 
very well. Among others present were the Duke and Duchess 
of Devonshire, the Earl and Countess of Dudley, the Marchioness 
of Lansdowme, the Earl of Chesterfield, Viscount Curzon, and 
Lord Tweed mouth. 
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“The arrangements made by the Hon. Algernon Grosvenor 
were admirable, and the organisers of the entertainment, 
Admiral Maxse and Mr. Page, also did their work well. The 
fund must have benefited to a considerable extent, as the 
attendance was very large. 1 * 


SUSSEX COUNTY HOMEOPATHIC DISPENSARY. 

The annual meeting of the governors and subscribers of the 
above institution was held at the Dispensary, Richmond Place, 
on Wednesday, February 3rd. From the report we learn that 
in the year 1896 there was an increase in the total number of 
patients attended, but a slight decrease in the number visited 
in their own homes. During 1896 2,509 patients attended, as 
against 2,269 in 1895, making an increase of 241 patients. 
The number of consultations had also increased. In 1895 there 
were 14,885, and in 1896 15,980, an increase of 1,095. The 
benefits of the institution were also more widely appreciated.— 
Brighton Times. 


LEAF HOMEOPATHIC COTTAGE HOSPITAL REPORT. 

The total number of patients treated at the Hospital has been 
124, of which 89 occupied beds in the wards, and 35 were 
out-patients, against 141 cases in 1895, of which 75 occupied 
beds in the wards (showing an excess of 14 in-patients during 
1896) and 66 were out-patients. The following is a summary 
of the cases treated in the w r ards during the past year: 57 
patients cured, 15 relieved, 5 unimproved, 2 removed or dis¬ 
charged, 8 remained in the wards on 31st December, 1896, and 
2 died ; total, 89 .—Eastbourne Chronicle. 


LEEDS HOMEOPATHIC DISPENSARY. 

The annual meeting of the subscribers of the Leeds Homeo¬ 
pathic Dispensary was held at that institution on Wednesday, 
February 11th, Mr. Washington Teasdale presiding. The 
statement of accounts presented by Mr. F. W. Jones, on 
behalf of the treasurer, showed a balance in hand on the 
year of £167, including, however, a sum of £112 brought 
forward from the previous year. It was decided to add to 
the capital account a sum of £100, the idea being, as soon 
as funds allow, to extend the dispensary work, and to appoint 
a resident medical officer. The annual report showed that the 
attendances last year were 2,896, against 2,744 in 1895; and 
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152 visits were paid to patients at their own homes. The 
growing appreciation of the treatment pursued at the Dispensary 
was undoubted, both patients and their friends giving very 
frequent expression to it .—Yorks Daily Post. 


CROYDON HOMEOPATHIC DISPENSARY REPORT 
FOR 1896. 

The Dispensary was open as usual four mornings in the 
week. The number of patients under treatment during the 
year was 1,524 ; the number of attendances being 4,331. 


EXTRACTS. 

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF SOUTH AFRICAN UNREST.* 
To the Editor of the Pall Mall Gazette. 

Sib, —I have read with interest “ Africander’s ” letter, which 
appeared in your issue of February 3, and would like to say a 
few words respecting the vexatious interference by the veteri¬ 
nary authorities in South Africa with the cattle of the farmers 
and the Kaffirs which has so greatly contributed to bring on 
the war with the latter, and I shall try and show that the 
inoculation of healthy cattle with an animal disease is opposed 
to reason and common sense. The same stupid inoculation 
and slaughter takes place in this country, and at times becomes 
a heavy tax on the nation, in the way of compensation paid 
for animals slaughtered. No one is allowed to isolate and 
treat certain animal disease, said by the veterinary authorities 
to be incurable. If the animals have not any of these particular 
diseases then they must have that disease, or one like it, put 
into them in a modified form to protect them. If they get the 
disease they must not be treated by any one, even if he can 
cure it, but must be slaughtered, the disease must be stamped 
out; so that every time certain diseases appear the animals 
diseased are to be exterminated, but still the disease constantly 
arises. 

If, as many believe, by the act of inoculation we prevent 
some particular disease (which I deny), we must surely lay the 
foundation for other diseases, and a far greater death-rate is 
the result, because we introduce into healthy animals a morbid 

* From the Pall Mall Gazette , February 10. 
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or disease product which changes the constitution; in other 
words, we get rid of a natural healthy-disease-resisting condi¬ 
tion for an artificially produced morbid one which favours the 
inception of disease. We, so to speak, “ saltpetre ” the paper 
“ so that what previously resisted the spark, now favours its 
spread into a flame.” It seems to me that the Kaffirs show a 
larger amount of wisdom than the white man when, as “ Afri¬ 
cander ” says, they “ fail to see why a healthy beast must be 
made sick in order to make it well ” ; and the Kaffir is perfectly 
right and logical in this, for the best protection against disease 
is a healthy body. We are told that all these things are the 
result of scientific research, but I fail to see where the science 
comes in—certainly they cannot scientifically demonstrate it 
—when, as the Kaffir says, we introduce into a healthy animal 
another disease to keep it well. 

It looks like the homeopathic law of similar selection, but 
with this difference, the scientific application of such a law or 
such a remedy is altogether left out. The Hahnemann homeo¬ 
path does not teach that you must produce a morbid state to 
cure or prevent a given disease, least of all to inoculate; he 
simply says that a medicine capable of producing certain con¬ 
ditions in a healthy person will, when those conditions arise 
from natural causes, cure them. This is scientific, and, more¬ 
over, is based on natural laws f the dose is a matter of 
experience. 

To inoculate with poisonous matter (although the com¬ 
position of all the serums yet introduced is similar to the 
disease treated^ is both unsound and dangerous, because the 
application by injection is wrong. Sooner or later, just as in 
the case of snake-bites, death is almost certain, and certainly 
mortality is increased. Yet if the snake poison be taken into 
the mouth no such dangers exist, although in this way 
symptoms similar to the effects of the poisonous bite can be 
obtained, but not such as to injure or destroy life, and which 
may be made of quite sufficient potency to protect. 

I understand, and also “ Africander” refers to the fact, that 
the natives have had their cattle inoculated to prevent certain 
diseases. By this process, as is well known, a morbid condi¬ 
tion is produced, all morbid states conduce to active disease, 
the standard of perfect health is the only guard against disease, 
therefore every departure from that standard is a step toward 
disease. Consumption has been treated by inoculating the 
patient with consumptive matter, or a product of it, and the 
result in most cases was to hasten the death. The poison of 
diphtheria is injected to cure diphtheria, but most cases so 
treated have died of inflamed kidney, not a condition of natural 
diphtheria. Then it is recommended to test the health of 
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animals by inoculating them with a product of consumption to 
see if they are consumptive, and those which were upset, 
perhaps through not being in good health at the moment, or 
from being more sensitive, were said to be consumptive and 
so were destroyed. What about the inoculation of healthy 
animals with consumptive matter, sowing the taint or seed of 
consumption for future trouble ? When will man understand 
that consumption and other diseases are caused by inattention 
to the laws of health, and can only be prevented or cured by 
obeying nature’s laws. It does not say much for the orthodox 
practice of medicine in this nineteenth century, when they can 
do nothing for the treatment of animal diseases but slaughter 
the animals. Pleuro-pneumonia, a perfectly curable disease, I 
myself in time past, for friends, have treated many and never 
lost a single case, but all animals now having this disease are 
ordered to be slaughtered. 

Rinderpest, of which the greater number of animals affected 
with this disease can be cured by medicine, is another disease 
where no treatment is allowed, but all are slaughtered. The 
African chief, Khama’s tribe, alone has lost 800,000 animals. 
I knew of a case some time ago where a lady bought a cow 
from a London dealer. A case of disease of some sort occurred 
on this dealer’s premises before the animal in question was 
sold. Some weeks after purchase the animal was traced to 
this lady’s country place, and the officers said they had 
orders to kill it. It had been and was then perfectly healthy. 
The lady said she would isolate the animal absolutely in a field 
for as long as the authorities wished, to see if it showed any 
sign of disease; but no, she was informed it miCst be slaughtered, 
and that she might be thankful they did not slaughter all the 
cows she had beside, and slaughtered it was. 

I could say much more, but am afraid I have already taken 
up too much of your valuable space.—I am, yours faithfully, 

Alfked Heath, M.D. 

114, Ebury Street, Eaton Square, S.W., 

February 5th. 


VOLANT PARASITES IN THE BOWEL. 

Among the various intestinal troubles, those of a parasitic 
nature are the most interesting, owing to the different 
symptomatology that present themselves during the course of 
the disease, which is frequently protracted and late before its 
real nature is discovered. 

The case related by Henschen, Upsala, was a man, aet. 50, 
engaged in country work, had always been healthy, sprang 
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from a sound stock, and lived a temperate life. In 1882 he 
is recorded to have diarrhea and pain in bowel, but the 
beginning of present illness seems to date from the summer of 
1889, after drinking from a water-tank, the water of which was 
muddy with clay, and contained red insects. After this he 
seems to have been well for three weeks when diarrhea and 
pain set in, but no vomiting. This was soon relieved, but 
obstinate constipation followed. 

During the diarrhea period the attacks were worst in the 
mornings, or after fasting. The discharges contained large 
slimy masses about a foot long, sometimes covered with blood 
and containing a large number of insects. He was constantly 
troubled with colic, belching of gas, with a feeling of hunger, 
pain in the back, and itching about the eye. 

In 1894 he was received into hospital greatly emaciated, 
although the appearance of strength and vigour still remained. 
Owing to the history, and pain, the stomach was washed out, 
and an enema was given, but no insects as described could be 

3 Observer. Larval Parasite Found. Morbid Condition. 

__i_ 

1729 Dr. Bromell .. Pyralis pinguinalis .. .. j Vomiting. 

1729 Dr. Bromell .. Musca yendula .. Vomiting. 

1760 Dr. Du Bois .. Syrphus tenax .. 1 Stomach and bowel catarrh. 

1752 Dr. Wahlborn Sarcophaga earn aria .. , 

1778 Dr. Sparrman Musca meteorica .. .. Gastric catarrh, successfully 

I treated with fllix mas floris 
j tanaceti, Ac. 

1789 Dr. Odhelius.. 1 Heliophilus pendulns ..Gastric catarrh, successfully 

j treated with fllix floris tana- 
. i ceti, Ac., cured within a year. 

1837 Dr. Hartman Tachinus ruflpes grav. .. I Discharged by the vomit. 

1880 Dr. Malm .. Seava scambus .. Discharged by vomit. 

1880 Dr. Malm .. Dermestes lardarius .. Discharged with faeces. 

1880 Dr. Spangberg , Several varieties of diptera 

1886 Di. G. Lind .. Syrphus tenax .Discharged in faeces. 

1886 Dr. Grenander , Chrysomagia polita .. | Discharged in faeces. 

M86 Dr. 8. Lsmpa j { ta”*. .. j Discharged in teces. 

In addition to these a few others are recorded, but indefinitely described. 

found. After a natural motion it was recorded that hundreds of 
the insects were found in the faeces. On examination, cylindrical 
insects having motor appendages but no feet, with a black head, 
and measuring from 7 to 16 mm. in length, and 1 to 2 mm. in 
thickness. In concentrated spirit or sublimate solution of 
1 in 1,000 they remained active for ten seconds, giving the 
sublimate solution a dark colour. The treatment consisted 
of capsules of male fern and pill, as follows :— 

R Pulv. kamala, 10 grammes; 

Pulv. kusso, 16 grammes : 

Ext. Filic. mali, 5 grammes. 
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M. Pil 100. 

Sig.: Ten to be given every hour till a motion is produced. 

This gave the patient great pain, which caused him to lie up 
for some time. All the symptoms disappeared for three weeks, 
but recurred. The medicine was repeated at intervals till all 
symptoms subsided. At the present time the patient is well; 
no pain, no diarrhea, no pseudo-membrane, nor larval forms 
in the stools. 

Aurivillius, the entomologist, made a careful examination of 
the parasite, and concluded that it was the larval state of an 
insect resembling the common house-fly, although he was 
inclined to the belief that there w T ere two different parasites 
in the stools. The above table records a list of similar cases 
in the German language .—Medical Press , August 25 (Vienna 
Letter). 


REVIEWS. 


TRANSACTIONS OF THE INTERNATIONAL HOMEO¬ 
PATHIC CONGRESS, 1896.* 

With commendable promptness Dr. Hughes, for the third 
time editor, has put the full record of the proceedings of last 
autumn's meeting at the disposal of all who wish to be inti¬ 
mately acquainted with them. Reports more or less compre¬ 
hensive have appeared in many journals, and notably in our 
own, but they were of necessity much condensed, and now 
the papers and discussions are to be read in full. We are 
especially glad to see that the discussions are printed as nearly 
as possible verbatim. This greatly adds to the value of the 
volume, and we can testify to the excellence of the reporting 
This part would have been even more valuable if the papers 
discussed had been in the hands of the members before the 
discussions took place. We confess we cannot understand 
how it happened that the supply was so short, seeing that the 
papers were in type, and the mere mechanism of striking off a 
sufficient number of copies is a small consideration. We 
mention this matter now because Dr. Hughes blames the 
printing of the papers beforehand for what we cannot help 
regarding as a considerable defect in the volume—the fact 
that it contains no less than three distinct sets of pagings. 
The first set (1 to 198) takes in the minutes of the meet- 

• Transactions of the International Homeopathic Congress , held in 
London , August , 1896. London : Adlard & Son, Bartholomew Close, 
E.C., 1896. 15s. 
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ing; the second gives Dr. Pope’s address and the reports 
from the different countries (1 to 113); the third gives the 
essays and communications, including an appendix and index 
(1 to 486). In the index these divisions are distinguished by 
the numerals i., ii. f iii.; but it is all very clumsy. We might 
have forgiven it if the papers had been actually available 
at the Congress; but they were not, and those who wanted 
them for reporting purposes had to wait till they could get them 
from the printers after the Congress was over, and then had to 
pay for them. We trust this matter will be managed better 
another time. To return to the volume itself and its contents, 
we may say that the book is one which every homeopath ought 
to have in his library. In addition to the papers actually dis¬ 
cussed, it contains communications which arrived too late, 
including a notable one on Hahnemann by Dr. Brasol, since 
issued by him as a separate pamphlet. We commend the 
book to the perusal of the writers of those not too kindly 
criticisms of the Congress (partly prophetic and partly after 
the event) which appeared in the North American Journal of 
Homeopathy and the Hahnemannian Monthly. We think that 
these writers, when they possess themselves of the volume, 
will be compelled to own that, in spite of the fact that the 
Congress was held in their absence, some really good work 
was nevertheless accomplished. 


SAMUEL HAHNEMANN.* 

This short essay, which we have read with much pleasure, 
gives an excellent idea of the great work accomplished by 
Hahnemann by the introduction of the homeopathic law and 
the reform of orthodox medicine consequent thereupon. Dr. 
Brasol first gives a general survey of the state of medical 
practice in Hahnemann’s day, showing the great difficulties 
he had to contend with, and then traces his school life, 
university career, and early days of medical practice, and 
how he was led to the discovery of the law of similars 
which called forth so much opposition and persecution from 
the medical profession for the rest of his days. The most 
biased reader will be forced to admire the man who, at a great 
sacrifice to himself, was so true to his convictions, believing 
that his discovery would be a great boon to humanity, as has 
since been proved beyond dispute. We heartily commend Dr. 
Brasol’s essay to all who would know something of the great 
founder of scientific medicine, of whom we feel more proud 
than ever. 

• Samuel Hahnemann: A Sketch of hi* Life and Career . By L£on 
Brasol, M.D., St. Petersburg. 
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NERVOUS DISEASES.* 

This excellent little manual is the first of a series of 
handy text-books projected by the Medical Century Com¬ 
pany dealing with the different departments of medical 
practice. The author of the work, Dr. George F. Martin, 
is Professor of Mental and Nervous Diseases Hahnemann 
College, San Francisco. It is compiled on the “ quiz- 
compend ” plan of question and answer, which is 
admirable for fixing the facts on the reader’s mind. The 
subject-matters are divided into eight parts : (1) Anatomy 
and Physiology of the Nervous System; (2) Symptoma¬ 
tology ; (3) Diseases of the Brain and its Membranes; 
(4) Diseases of the Cranial Nerves; (5) Diseases of 
the Spinal Cord and its Membranes; (6) Diseases of 
Muscles; (7) Diseases of the Spinal Nerves; (8) Func¬ 
tional Nervous Diseases. A full and complete index is 
appended to the work. 

A careful examination of this volume shows that Dr. 
Martin has done his work in an able and conscientious 
fashion. He has described in his own words the aim he 
had in view, and he may be congratulated on having 
attained his end. He says :— 

41 In offering this little work to the profession it is the 
object of the author to furnish a treatise upon nervous 
diseases which will be concise and at the same time 
practical both for the student and the busy practitioner. 
It is not intended as a substitute for the larger text-books 
on the subject, but to be merely an outline of the diseases 
described. To the student it will take the place of the 
quiz-compend, as it has been arranged according to the 
methods used in such books. To the practitioner it will 
be of use as a ready manual in which he can quickly 
determine the character of the case that he is looking up, 
while it at the same time outlines a method of treat¬ 
ment.” 

In most instances we can endorse the treatment recom¬ 
mended. In the case of hydrophobia we miss any 
mention of that potent remedy the Russian or Turkish 
bath. On the other hand, the author appears to have 

* A Manual of Nervous Diseases and their Homeopathic Treatment. A 
Compend for Students, Colleges, and Physicians. By George F. Martin, 
M.D. New York and Chicago: Medical Century Company. London: 
Homeopathic Publishing Company, 12, Warwick Lane, E.C. Cloth 
boards, pp. 806. 
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some faith in Pasteur’s inoculations. On what grounds 
we fail to see—certainly not the results. Cauterisation 
of the bite Dr. Martin approves of, but he does not mention 
any special caustic. Now this is very important. The 
best of all cauteries for poisoned bites is radiant heat. 

Dr. Martin will find in current literature a number 
of very remarkable cures of tetany with Thyroidin . 
We commend these to his consideration, and have no 
doubt he will find a place for the mention of this remedy 
in his next edition. We miss also from the treatise any 
mention of cerebral rheumatism. 


THE PERMANENCE OF THE CURE OF 
CONSUMPTION.* 

This is practically a reprint of Dr. Morrisson’s former 
“ Occasional Papers” with the addition of an article of 
seven pages on the above-named topic, comprising a paper 
read at the World’s Congress on Medico-Climatology, 1893. 
The article is written in Dr. Morrisson’s well-known 
interesting style, and relates some experiences of his own. 
Dr. Morrisson should remind his printer that there is a 
“y” in “hemoptysis,” which is not successfully replaced 
by “ a.” 


LITERARY ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

Dr. Cooper has in the press a pamphlet entitled Cases 
of-Serious Illness Saved from Operation Mainly by Arbori- 
vital Remedies . 

Messrs. Epps will shortly publish a work by Dr. Clarke 
on Hemorrhoids and Habitual Constipation : their Con¬ 
stitutional Cure. 

* Occasional Papers. Pamphlet No. 4. On the Permanence of the Cure 
of Consumption. By Dr. Stammers Morrisson. London: E. Gould and 
Son, 57, Moorgate Street, E.C. Price Is. 


A New Sion of Early Tabes. —Dr. James J. Putman writes in 
the Boston Med. and Sur. Jour . that “in a patient with tabes, it is 
often possible to flex the leg at the hip without bending the knee 
until the toe almost touches the ear, without producing the sense of 
painful tension in the popliteal space so speedily felt by one in health. 
This is not only an interesting feature of advanced cases, but is a 
valuable early diagnostic sign.” 


Digitized by AjOOQle 



HO M < 2^ th l, O lfl07^ d ] GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE. 139 


GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


INTERNATIONAL HOMEOPATHIC CONGRESS. 

To the Editor of The Homeopathic World. 

Sir, —You allowed me to publish, in your number of 
November last, an appeal to my colleagues on behalf of the 
expenses of our late Congress and the cost of publishing its 
Transactions. A few extra subscriptions to the former were 
received in consequence, practically closing the account; so 
that nothing further need be said on that score. 

As regards the Transactions the case is different and rather 
serious. During the first week in December an announcement 
that the volume was ready was sent to all subscribers (save 
those who had already paid), and they were informed that, 
on remitting its price to the printers, * it should be sent post 
free to their address. Up to the end of January less than two- 
thirds of their number had responded. The British Homeo¬ 
pathic Society, moreover, in order to help us, inserted in its 
monthly circular announcing the January meeting an appeal 
to all its members who had not already subscribed for the 
Transactions to do so at once. Nevertheless, of the two 
hundred and fifteen names on its roll-call, forty-five only stood 
on our subscription list, on January 31st, as having paid for and 
obtained them. 

I need not say that this lack of support causes grave un¬ 
easiness in the minds of the officers of the Congress, to whom 
the printers must look for reimbursement. I trust that I have 
only to mention the position in which we are placed to elicit 
the practical sympathy of our colleagues at home and abroad. 
We have gladly done the work of the Congress, but hope that 
we shall not be left unaided to bear its costs. 

I would add that the price of the volume has been found to 
have been put at too low a figure; and that, three months 
having now been allowed during which any one might possess 
himself of it for ten shillings, the charge to future subscribers 
must be fifteen. 

Yours very faithfully, 

Richard Hughes. 

Brighton, February 19, 1897. 

* Messrs. Adlard & Son, Bartholomew Close, E.C. 
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BCENNINGHA USEN’S THEBAPEUTIC POCKET-BOOK. 

To the Editor of The Homeopathic World. 

Sir,— Your reply to 14 Layman ” in the January number of 
your valuable publication is, unintentionally, as misleading as 
“Layman’s” complaint that “pages 1-16 are missing M from 
his copy of B&nninghansen*s Therapeutic Pocket-Book , and 
the two combined are giving us considerable touble with the 
thousands who have bought the book. 

In printing books it is customary to begin with the second 
forme, generally page 17, and, after the body of the work is 
completed, print the first forme containing title-page, preface, 
&c. Very frequently this first forme is paged with Boman 
numerals, and this is the case with the T. F. Allen edition 
of Bcenninghausen. The therapeutic part begins on page 17, 
and the preface ends on page xii, and any copy reading that 
way is complete. 

Trusting that you will publish this, we remain, 

Very truly yours, 

Boericke & Tafel. 

THE STAMPING OUT OF BABIES. 

To the Editor of The Homeopathic World. 

Sir,— The Departmental Committee proposed by the Board 
of Agriculture, which has been taking evidence as to the value 
of the muzzle for dogs, and as to the best way in which that 
plan for the prevention of rabies can be carried out, has arrived 
at the conclusion that it would be advisable to re-establish the 
principle of centralised control, the effect of which, if carried 
into practice, would be to give the Board of Agriculture powers 
to force any given district to adopt the muzzling order. 

There is, of course, such a thing as rabies (though what is 
meant by that term is not by any means understood), not only 
in dogs, but in other animals. As a matter of fact, however, 
very few dogs really go mad, though very many are killed under 
the supposition that they are so, when in reality they are only 
afflicted with fits; sometimes only morose or ill-tempered, 
because of some ill-usage, excitement, or some other cause 
of that sort. There is no doubt that a muzzled dog is put 
to a good deal of discomfort and illness, and thus the muzzle 
is an instrument of torture, tending rather to promote rabies 
than to check it. Muzzling, to be effective, must be absolutely 
perfect; but such perfect muzzling would be impossible. In 
some countries abroad universal muzzling has been adopted, 
but it has not extinguished rabies, nor, it is asserted, has it at 
all diminished its frequency, as was anticipated. 
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In connection with this subject, may I say a word as to the 
value of the Buisson bath in the treatment of hydrophobia. It 
is the beauty of this treatment that it is not only effective, but 
that it is so simple and so easily applied that it may be available 
in the poorest novel in the land. Friends who have watched 
with intelligent sympathy the great increasing interest taken 
in this treatment, will rejoice to learn that the Government 
of India has intimated to Captain Pirkis, R.N., that facilities 
will be afforded for the placing of Buisson baths in Government 
hospitals and dispensaries. A large number of baths for this 
purpose are being immediately dispatched. 

, Faithfully yours, 

Joseph Collinson. 

Wolsingham, Co. Durham, Feb. 10, 1897. 

PLANTAGO MAJOR AND PLANTAGO MEDIA. 

To the Editor of The Homeopathic World. 

Sir,— A correspondent in a late number of The Homeopathic 
World states that he did not find the benefit he expected from 
tincture of Plantago in a case for which he thought it suitable. 
Now this may have arisen from an error in making the tincture. 
There are two species of Plantago , slightly resembling each 
other, and may easily be taken one for the other by a casual 
observer; but on close examination marked differences are seen. 
The leaves of Plantago Media are like in shape to those of 
Plantago Major , but those of Media are on a smaller scale than 
those of Major , and the large vein of those of Media on the 
backs of the leaves have a row of hairs; those of Major have 
no hairs. The spikes of flowers in Media are shorter than those 
of Major; the seed vessels of Media have each but few seeds 
(three or four), those of Major have each many seeds. The 
root of Media is in the form of a thick tap-root going far down 
into the soil; that of Major consists of a bundle of stout fibres. 
The two species differ also in properties. Plantago Major is 
good in some forms of neuralgia, Plantago Media causes a 
hoarseness, as I myself have proved. I made a tincture of 
leaves, a spike of flowers, and thin slices of the root, and 
took freely of a strong solution of it at frequent intervals 
during a day, and was watching whether any neuralgic effects 
would arise; but none occurred. In the evening, however, I 
was made aware of a decided hoarseness, which lasted till the 
next evening, when I was fain to take a remedy to relieve it. 
Great care, therefore, should be taken in making the tincture of 
either species. 

F. H. B. 
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HOMEOPATHIC GRASS-MEDICINES. 

To the Editor of The Homeopathic World. 

Sir, —The system of medicine developed from grasses is 
really homeopathy; although it employs no poisons, the 
medicines in large doses produce opposite effects to those of 
small doses. 

The belief that hygienic medicine is the true function of 
grasses came from considering their relation to actual food, 
such as the cereals; and that they can affect our health is 
shown in an adverse way at the mowing season, when the 
flower-heads disperse broadcast the irritating particles which 
cause hay-fever. Thereby they appear to display an excess of 
stimulating power, which can be rendered tolerable by internal 
administration of solutions of the flower-heads. Hay-fever is 
thus arrested, and a good state of general health ensured. 

The spring growth of grass supplies energetic alteratives, 
much needed at that season, or to prepare for definite tonics. 
Rye grasses affect the circulation, and remind one slightly of 
ergot in the cereal. 

A series of direct stimulants to the nerves is furnished by 
the colour-filaments of grass—the violet and yellow 14 catkins ” 
or stamens developed in summer. These are able to cure recent 
sciatica and neuralgia, by external application, often very 
quickly. In difficult and chronic cases internal treatment 
with grass is necessary to establish the desired sensitiveness 
of the external nerves to its colour-filaments. Maybe other 
plants than grasses, when given as leaf infusions, would be 
relatively assisted by the external use of petal colour-solutions 
applied to the proper nerve-points. 

“ Golden Autumn ” develops amber and brownish filaments; 
grasses follow much the colour of the light. 

Solutions of the flower-heads are a good hair stimulant. 

In preparing grasses tincture is very suitable for flower-heads, 
but spring growths are often the better for more delicate treat¬ 
ment. Fresh infusions or decoctions have great power for most 
purposes, but I have some which were boiled with white wax, 
and then exposed for a long time to sunlight, which are probably 
best in reducing swellings, such as whitlow. 

Yours obediently, 

Bishop’s Road (late Rockhill), Highgate, N. S. James. 
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THE CLIMATE OF BUDE. 

To the Editor of The Homeopathic World. 

Sir, —It may interest some of your readers to learn that 
while the majority of our watering-places have experienced* 
some severe weather this winter, Bude has been fortunate 
in having had but little frost, no snow, and no fog. There 
are still some stocks and violets in bloom in my garden, 
and though we have had some cold east winds, yet it has 
always been possible to get out for walks either on the sands 
or cliffs, so as to enjoy the full benefit of our grand sea. 

The average number of days on which rain falls at Bude is 
only 150 in the year, lower than any other watering-place, 
Bournemouth only excepted, where the average is 149; and 
the average temperature is about the same as that of Torquay. 

The extension of the railway from Holsworthy to Bude is in 
course of construction, and will be completed in about a year. 
This will prove a great benefit to “ out-of-season ” visitors, as 
it will do away with the ten-mile coach drive, always a dreary 
part of the journey in winter. Yours faithfully, 

Thos. Whitehead. 

Erdiston, Bude, Cornwall, Feb. 8, 1897. 


LONDON HOMEOPATHIC HOSPITAL, GREAT ORMOND STREET, 
BLOOMSBURY. 

Hours of Attendance :— Medical (In-patients, 9.30 ; Out-patients, 
2.0), Daily; Surgical, Mondays, Tuesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays, 
2.0; Diseases of Women, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 2.0; 
Diseases of Skin, Thursdays, 2.0; Diseases of the Eye, Thursdays, 
2.0; Diseases of the Throat and Ear, Wednesdays, 2.0; Diseases 
of Children, Mondays and Thursdays, 9.0 a.m.; Operations, Tues¬ 
days, 2.80; Dental Cases, Thursdays, 9.0 a.m. 


MEDICAL AND SURGICAL WORKS PUBLISHED 
DURING THE PAST MONTH. 


Bosworth (Francke Huntington). A 
Text Book of Diseases of the Nose 
and Throat. 3rd ed. Illust. with 186 
Engravings and 7 full-page Coloured 
Plates. Roy. 8vo, pp. 830. (Bailli6re. 
25s.) 

Brouardel (P.). Death and Sudden 
Death. Trans, by F. Lucas Benham. 
8vo, pp. 270. (Bailli&re. 10s. 6d.) 
Browne (Lennox). Diphtheria and its 
Associates. Illust. oy the Author. 
Roy. 8vo, pp. 286. (Bailltere. 16s.) 
Cantley (Edmund). The Natural and 
Artificial Methods of Feeding 
Infants and Young Children. Cr. 
8vo, pp. 384. (Churchill. 7s. 6d.) 


Holt (L. Emmett). The Diseases of 
Infancy and Childhood. For the 
Use of Students and Practitioners 
of Medicine. With 204 Ulusts., in¬ 
cluding 7 Coloured Plates. 8vo, 
i-bd., pp. 1,136. (Kimpton. Net, 25s.) 

Jacobson (W. H. A.). The Operations 
of Surgery. Intended especially for 
the Use of Those Recently Appointed 
on a Hospital Staff, ana for Those 
Preparing for the Higher Examina¬ 
tions. 3rd ed. With 378 Ulusts. 
8vo, pp. 1,352. (Churchill. 34s.) 

King (Wm. H.). Treatise on Sperma¬ 
torrhea, Impotence, and Sterility. 
Fcap. 4to, pp. 172. (Homeopathic 
Publishing Co. Net.7s.6d.) 
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TO CONTRIBUTORS, ETC. 


Homeopathic World. 
L March 1,180T. 


TO CONTRIBUTORS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


All literary matter, Reports of 
Hospitals, Dispensaries, Societies, 
and Books for Review, should be 
sent to the Editor, Dr. Clarke, 
30, Clarges Street , W. 

All advertisements and business 
communications to be sent to the 
“Manager” of the Homeopathic 
Publishing Company, 12, Warwick 
Lane, Paternoster Row, London, 
E.C. 

Literary matter and corres¬ 
pondence should be sent to us not 
later than the 12th of each month. 
Proofs will be sent to contri¬ 
butors, who are requested to cor¬ 
rect the same and return to the 
Editor as early as possible. 


CORRESPONDENTS. 
Communications received from 
Mr. S. James, London; Messrs. 
Boericke and Tafel, Philadelphia; 
Dr. Gallavardin, Lyons; Dr. 
Heath, London; Mr. Joseph 
Collinson, London; the Rev. F. 
H. Brett, Wirksworth ; Mr. Thos. 
Whitehead, Bude; Dr. Hayward, 
Birkenhead ; Mr. Fielden, Derby ; 
Dr. Purdom, Croydon; Dr. 
Hughes, Brighton. 
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Allg. H. Z.—The Medical Side of 
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Benj.Ward Richardson.—Chronic 
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THE MEDICAL EDUCATION OF THE FUTURE. 

We are glad to see signs of a return to common sense 
in the matter of medical education. At the present day 
everything tends to the manufacture of specialists in the 
various branches of science erroneously called medical, 
such as microscopy, biology, chemistry, physiology and 
the like on the one hand, and to expert surgical mecha¬ 
nicians on the other—the Healing Art proper never enters 
into the calculations of the professors of the academies. 
Their idea seems to be that the physician’s end in life is 
to be a Bachelor or Master of Science first and foremost, 
an expert in the use of the knife and of a great variety of 
“’scopes” next; after this he may be a physicker if he 
thinks proper, but if he would avoid the stigma of being 
considered a “ quack ” he must never think of curing any¬ 
body by medicines, and if he does, he must keep it a pro¬ 
found secret. The curious part of it is that with these ideals 
held out before students and confirmed as the accepted 
law of orthodox medicine by the Code of Styrapics, there 
should be such wonderment expressed in the journals at 
the great success of Mother Seigel’s Syrup, Dr. Williams’ 
Pink Pills and the like. We note that an “ Anti-Quackery 
League” has been started by some ardent scientific 
Styrapists; but it is Styrapism itself which is the very 
parent and supporter of patent nostrums; and until an 
end is put to its withering influence, the League may do 
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its best, or its worst, it will make no difference to the 
revenue receipts from patent medicine stamps. 

As the first indication of an approach of better things 
we were rather startled to read in the Lancet of 
February 6th an article entitled “ The Practical Element 
in Teaching and Examining,” from which we will now 
make one or two extracts. 

“ Scientific subjects are allowed to increase daily and to en¬ 
croach more and more on the time which should be spent in 
the dissecting-room, the laboratories, t and the wards and out¬ 
patient rooms of the hospitals. The first year is now devoted 
to chemistry, physics, and biology, the examinations in these 
subjects are specially arranged to favour cramming and text¬ 
book knowledge, and the judgment of the examiners as to the 
proficiency of the students in these sciences is often erroneous 
because the tests of the practical work are wholly inadequate.” 

* * ❖ * # * 

“ Passing on to the next period of the student’s career, every 
anatomical teacher who is familiar with the daily work of our 
profession deplores the decadence in practical anatomy which 
is now so marked. . . . The student is no longer to study 
anatomy in its application to the practice of medicine, surgery, 
and midwifery, but he is’to be taught this eminently practical 
science 1 from a morphological standpoint, and as a member 
of the great animal series.’ His science is everything; his 
practical investigation for his after career is relegated to quite 
a subsidiary place. So in physiology the time that was formerly 
allotted to the elucidation of the functions of the human body, 
to the proper methods of preparing histological sections of the 
organs, and to the broad facts in the chemistry of the secre¬ 
tions, is now mainly occupied with minute details of physical 
and chemical experimental physiology, so that the student 
cannot see the forest because of the immense number of the 
trees. Such a course, again, may be advantageous to a pure 
physiologist, but it is entirely outside the training necessary 
for a medical practitioner.” 

This is certainly refreshing. And no less refreshing 
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was it to read in the British Medical Journal of March 
20th the following letter by Mr. Timothy Holmes :— 


“‘Modern Physiology/ and the Modern Student. 

“ Sir, — I was much interested by the perusal of the article in 
the British Medical Journal of March 13th with regard to the 
examinations of the Conjoint Board. One point (treated on 
p. 670) specially appealed to my recollections of former times 
when I was myself serving on the Examining Board of the 
College of Surgeons. I refer to the division in that examina¬ 
tion of anatomy from physiology. To that division I was so 
much opposed that I resigned my seat on the Board, when the 
proposal was carried against my protest. I contended that the 
pass examination ought to be exclusively practical, that it 
should be conducted in all its parts by practising surgeons, 
that no man should examine in any part of it who was not 
competent to examine in all, that no subject should be made 
part of the examination which was not essential, and that no 
subject once introduced should ever afterwards be dropped. 
These views were not shared by the majority of the Council; 
the separation of the two subjects was effected; physiology, 
the groundwork of all practice, is still excluded from the final 
examination, and “specialists” are admitted as examiners, 
who do not practise surgery, and can know little of the appli- 
tions of physiology to practice. I contended at that remote 
period that this change would favour cramming and would 
discourage practical knowledge, while it would probably 
increase the number of rejections. It seems, from what I 
read and hear, that such have been its effects in the judgment, 
at any rate, of many eminent authorities. 

“ But what mainly concerns me at this moment is the opinion 
published in your article. Mr. Thomas Cooke’s proposal, on 
which you comment, is identical with mine as far as you quote 
it. ‘It would,’ you say, ‘result in a much sounder valua¬ 
tion of the details of both subjects, and would improve the 
character of the examination.’ Well, then it surely would be 
a good thing. But you go on to say that it is impossible, 
because ‘ physiologists have specialised from dire necessity,’ 
and a man in practice cannot teach physiology well, and there¬ 
fore the special knowledge of a surgeon acting as a physio¬ 
logical examiner would be inadequate, and he would be laughed 
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out of court. But what I should like to ask those who are 
better acquainted with the present system than I can claim to^ 
be is whether it really leads to a sounder knowledge of physio¬ 
logy, and one more useful in practice, than the elder race of 
students possessed. From what I can gather, it seems that 
the average student of the present day passes a few T feverish 
weeks or months in 4 getting up ’ 4 minute details of chemical 
and experimental physiology ’ (the phrase is that of a recent 
writer in another journal) which he drops as soon as he has 
passed, and that when he goes up for his final examination he 
knows no more of physiology than he probably does of Greek. 
Yet surely the great leading facts of physiology are matters of 
primary importance for the practical surgeon ; and if it be true 
that 4 a man in practice,’ as you say, ‘cannot teach physiology 
well now,’ it must be equally true that he cannot learn it 
well. Physiology then must have changed greatly since the 
days of Hunter, or Brodie, or even Marshall, and not for the 
better; and it would seem hard to exact from students a 
knowledge which Nature appears to have denied to their 
seniors. 

“But I am deeply convinced that it is not so. The 4 special¬ 
ised * physiology of the present day is no doubt in its own 
way most estimable and valuable, mainly as a means of 
advancing the science, but it is not equally valuable as a basis 
for everyday practice ; and I believe that if not for academical 
at any rate for practical purposes a man in practice can both 
teach and examine well in physiology. Otherwise I cannot 
see the justice of making the student’s diploma depend on his 
acquiring the knowledge which ex hypothesi he is not to use 
when he has obtained his license to practise. 

44 1 am, &c., 

44 Sussex Place, W., March 17th.” 44 T. Holmes. 


It is true Mr. Holmes is thinking mainly of practical 
surgery, but the Lancet writer refers to the whole field 
of medical practice. In either case there is the recognition 
of the principle that it is practitioners of the Healing Art, 
and not professors of the various arts and sciences, that the 
community requires. When once that idea has taken root 
and students have instilled into them the notion that 
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they have got to cure people if they wish to compete 
successfully with the dealers in patent medicines, they 
will then have their appetites sharpened for the means 
wherewith to cure. When that day comes the second¬ 
hand homeopathy of Ringer and Brunton will fail to 
satisfy their therapeutic cravings: there will then be a rush 
to the fountain-head in spite of Jukes de Styrap with all 
his comminations. 


NEWS AND NOTES. 


Hyacinthus Oriental/s as a cause of Eczema. 

A paragraph on the above subject from the British 
Medical Journal of Nov. 21, 1896, is of considerable 
interest. It will be remembered that the pretty Primula 
obconca possesses the same undesirable property (from 
the gardener’s point of view) of setting up eczema in 
those who handle it. 

44 Eczema and Hyacinths. 

44 At a recent meeting of the Linnean Society of London, Dr. Morris, 
U.M.G., of the Royal Gardens, Kew, showed some specimens and 
slides of raphides in the bulb of the common garden hyacinth (hyacin¬ 
thus orientalis and its varieties). Gardeners are aware that persons 
handling and cleaning these bulbs are liable to eczema, and Dr. 
Morris's experiments and observations in the Jodwell Laboratory at 
Kew have shown that the scales from the bulbs, whether dry or moist, 
were capable of causing much irritation in some people when applied 
to the skin. The raphides, which it seems clear cause this irritation, 
are needle-shaped crystals of oxalate of lime, varying in length from 
•one-hundredth to two-hundredth of an inch. They are arranged in 
•close bundles, and when the scales are rubbed are easily detached. 
Dr. D. H. Scott, F.R.S., at the same meeting mentioned some experi¬ 
ments which confirmed the conclusion that the irritation of the skin 
produced by handling hyacinth bulbs was due to puncture by the 
numerous raphides on the scales. It appears that Roman hyacinths 
(var. albulus) are particularly liable to produoe the irritation. As to 
the use of the bulbs of this crystal armour, it is suggested that they 
-are protective, and, as a matter of fact, gardeners are aware that 
snails will avoid hyacinth bulbs but attack others growing close by." 
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Dr. Hawkes, of Ramsgate. 

A short time ago the East Kent Times gave a little 
biographic notice of our colleague Dr. Hawkes, of Rams¬ 
gate, illustrated with an excellent portrait. Here is an 
extract:— 

44 Councillor Edward John Hawkes is descended from an old 
Cornish family. He was bom somewhere in the Forties and educated 
at the Spalding Grammar School. He was apprenticed on the old 
lines to a general practitioner at Brighton and studied at the Bristol 
Medical School and at Edinburgh. For some years he practised at 
Hastings, and subsequently took charge of the South Devon Hydro¬ 
pathic Establishment for three years from the opening. He came to- 
Ramsgate eleven years ago and bought the practice of the late Dr. 
Harmar Smith. He gave ambulance lectures under the St. John’s 
Ambulance Association in 1888-90. On the urgent request of many 
prominent burgesses, he contested the West Central Ward in 1895 and. 
won, without canvassing a single voter.” 

Dr. Hawkes received a good deal of unintentional assist¬ 
ance from his allopathic brethren a few years ago. They 
instituted a lively persecution against him in connection, 
with the ambulance lectures, but Dr. Hawkes was more 
than a match for them, and they only succeeded in. 
making his position more secure. 


More about Cheudonium. 

The British Medical Journal of February 6th gives an 
account of a visit by Dr. Samson to Dr. Denisenko’s, 
clinic. After saying that several observers had no good 
results from Chelidonium the account proceeds:— 

“The experience of Dr. Samson is more encouraging. Having 
failed with preparations of Celandine made by leading pharmacists 
of Moscow and St. Petersburg, he made a pilgrimage to Brjansk to 
see Dr. Denisenko’s cases for himself. He went in a sceptical spirit,, 
but what he saw convinced him that the remedy is really effective, at 
least in certain cases. He saw thirty patients under treatment, and 
although he is not able to say anytning as to the microscopical 
structure, he states decisively that as far as could be judged from the 
appearances, the tumours presented all the clinical features of car¬ 
cinomata and sarcomata, and in several of the cases the patients had 
been operated on, sometimes more than once, for recurrence. He gives 
details of several, including epithelioma of the nose, mammary 
cancer en cuirasse , sarcoma of the stump of an amputated arm, and 
cancer of the rectum, in which the tumour had either disappeared or* 
been greatly reduced. Dr. Denisenko told Dr. Samson that of all the 
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patients he has treated with Celandine so far only two have died; in 
one of these death was caused by extension of the disease through 
the cervical spine to the medulla; in the other it appeared to be due 
to weakness. Dr. Samson has no doubt that by means of Celandine 
cancer can be cured without operation, but as the active principle has 
not yet been isolated, there is no preparation that can be relied on. 
Dr. Denisenko’s method of preparing the injection is as follows: He 
mixes Extractum Chelidon . Spies, with an equal quantity of distilled 
water in a test tube, filters the mixture through cotton wool, and 
heats it over a spirit lamp till the fluid bubbles up a few times. 
According to him this procedure, while sterilising the fluid, increases 
its efficacy. It is injected subcutaneously not into the substance of 
the tumour, but in its vicinity. In his experience there is no inflam- 
matory reaction, only pain, which Boon subsides. In the case of rectal 
cancer, the surface of the growth was painted over with the fluid 
through a speculum, and hypodenpic injections were made in the 
neighbourhood of the anus. Dr. Samson refers to the internal use of 
CheUdonium magus, but without entering into details. At a meeting 
of the Soci&4 de Th^rapeutique M. Bardet read on behalf of Dr. 
Robinson, of Constantinople, notes of a case of ulcerated cancer of 
the upper jaw, in which distinct improvement followed local applica¬ 
tions of Celandine and internal administration of the remedy in doses 
of from 1 to 5 g.” 


London Homeopathic Hospital. 

Dr. Washington Epps has been appointed physician 
to the above institution, to fill the vacancy occasioned 
by the resignation of Dr. Clarke. Dr. Clarke has been 
appointed consulting physician. 


Antipyrin Effects. 

The Edinburgh Medical Journal of January quotes 
from the Therap . Monatsb ., November, 1896, an instance 
of Antipyrin pathogenesis. Dr. Steinhardt took 15 grains 
for migraine, and each time he did so he had aphthous 
ulcers on mucous membrane of lips, cheeks, and tongue, 
with edema, healing slowly. On one occasion there was 
in addition dermatitis about the genital region. It is 
added that—“ Intolerance of the same kind, but less pro¬ 
nounced, has gradually been developed in him to all 
drugs of the same class— Quinine , Antifibrin, Phenacetin , 
and Sodium Salicylate —which he has used to check his 
migraine.” This somewhat diminishes the value of the 
observation as a characteristic Antipyrin effect. 
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A New Decalogue. 

For the exclusive use of the medical profession. 

By Jukes de Styrap.* 

Oub doctors are a set of fools, 

With no more manners than mad bulls; 

1*11 frame for them some ethic rules, 

Quoth Jukes de Styrap. 

No one must use the healing plan 
Of Priessnitz or of Hahnemann, 

If he’d avoid the scathing ban 

Of Jukes de Styrap, 

No one must reach a friendly hand 
To any of the outlawed band 
Of heretics, is the command 

Of Jukes de Styrap. 

A book on med’cine to be sold 
To advertise is bad and bold, 

Unless it’s “ How to cure a Cold” 

By Jukes de Styrap. 

One’s place of practice to announce 
Is nothing but a piece of bounce, 

For which the culprit I will trounce, 

Say8 Jukes de Styrap. 

No one must let the papers tell 
That he’s been called in by a swell 
To feel his pulse and make him well, 

Says Jukes de Styrap. 

A lot of things all used to do 
Are now declared to be taboo 
As unprofess’nal, in the view 

Of Jukes de Styrap. 

What struggling doctors must not do 

Is still permitted to the few 

Who fame and rank have climbed up to, 

Knows Jukes de Styrap. 

* Mr. Jukes de Styrap, the author of the new code of Medical Ethics 
which has been so eagerly adopted by the British Medical Journal and 
other organs of the profession, has, as the Medical Directory informs us, 
written two medical works on A Cold and its Cure , and A Specific for 
Ptyalism. 
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Sweet independence all has flown, 

No one can call his soul his own, 

But ’neath the ethic lash must groan 
Of Jukes de Styrap. 

What man would be the craven knave 
To ethic fads to be a slave ? 

Let all the futile curses brave 

Of Jukes de Styrap. 

High honours on our Jukes would sit ill, 

As he for med’cine has done little, 

And yet he wrote on “ Colds ” and “ Spittle ,” 
Did Jukes de Styrap. 


Tapeworm. 

As it is not always easy to dislodge a tapeworm, the 
following from the Chemist and Druggist of March 20th 
may be useful:— 

“ Tapeworm Remedy.— There is nothing better than extract of 
male fern, and there are but two reasons for its failure—poor extract 
or incorrect method of administration. Assuming that you make sure 
about the extract being right, and that the patient’s bowels are regular, 
see that the patient takes a sparing midday meal; then at 5 o’clock 
tea should consist of a slice of dry toast and a single cup of tea. At 
D a full dose of the extract of male fern foj. to jiss. for an adult) 
should be taken, and an hour later a dose of castor oil. If next day 
the head of the tapeworm does not come away, maintain the purging 
by warm fluids, such as broth or gruel, and the same night give 
another dose of extract of male fern, this time with 5 min. of 
chloroform. No food should be taken for five hours before this dose. 
An hour after it the patient may take a little beef-tea and dry toast 
to ward off faintness, and there is no objection to a little brandy. 
When the bowels operate next day the head of the worm should come 
away. We have rarely seen this method of procedure fail. It is 
important to have the alimentary canal as clear as possible before the 
administration of the male fern.” 


Headache of Sulphur. —The headache of Sulphur has a number 
of peculiar symptoms such as “ nocturnal headache at slightest move¬ 
ment in bed.” “ Headache, while the eyes are, as it were, drawn shut.” 
“ Headache only when going upstairs.” “ Pain in the whole head as 
if it had been pressed upon from without, as by a tight hat.” The 
Sulphur patient is apt to have a rough skin and be subject to flushes 
of heat. The headache is also often in vertex—t.e., the crown of the 
head .—(Chronic Diseases) Horn. Envoy . 
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ORIGINAL C OMMU NICATIONS. 

AN EPISODE IN HAHNEMANN’S CAREER.* 

That Hahnemann was a not unsuccessful physician 
in mental cases we know from the description in the 
Lesser Writings of the case of Klockenbring, whom 
he cured of insanity in a hunting castle in the village 
of Georgenthal, which had been put at his disposition 
by the Duke of Gotha. 

The success of his “non-restraint” treatment in this 
case led his friend, Becker, the editor of the Deutscher 
Reichsanzeiger (afterwards named Allegemeiner Anzeiger 
der Deutschen, in whose columns many of Hahnemann’s 
early papers were published), to desire that his literary 
friend, Johann Karl Wezel, should be placed under the 
same treatment. This Wezel (who was born in 1747 
and died in 1819) seems to have been a very gifted 
writer, whose works are but little remembered nowa¬ 
days. The best known of these are a comedy entitled 
Belphegor , a Life of Tobias Knaut the Sage , Hermann 
und Ulrike, besides a number of novels now for¬ 
gotten. Always eccentric, he at length became a 
monomaniac, the peculiar form of his insanity being 
what is called “ megalomania,” or imagining that he 
was very great, and all his contemporaries, and probably 
all his predecessors, in literature extremely small. He 
had his books and manuscripts bound in volumes and 
labelled “ Opera Dei Vezelii.” Wezel resided at Sonders- 
hausen, and Becker succeeded in interesting the prince of 
the little state of which that is the capital in Wezel’s 
case, and obtaining from him the necessary funds for 
the treatment by Hahnemann. At this time Hahne¬ 
mann no longer had an asylum for lunatics at Georgenthal- 
He had removed from thence, first to Molschleben, then 
to Pyrmont, then to Brunswick, then to Konigslutter,. 
and in 1799 to Altona. During all his wanderings he 
had kept up a brisk correspondence with Becker. In a 
letter dated “Altona, December 9, 1799,” Hahnemann 
expresses his willingness to undertake the treatment of 
Wezel, and begs Becker to send him with two keepers 
to Altona, 65, Kleine Freiheit, in the house of a wine 

* Prom an article by Dr. Puhlmann, of Leipzic, in the Allg. h. Ztg~ 
of January 28 and February 11, 1897. 
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merchant of the name of Rink, where he dwelt. He 
further sends a detailed list of the clothes Wezel is to 
bring with him, and he begs to have a minute account 
of Wezel’s mode of living hitherto. He requests that 
the patient may be sent at once. But the prince was 
unwilling that Wezel should make the long journey in 
winter, so it was put off till the 8th of July, 1800, at 
which time Hahnemann was living in Hamburg (St. 
George, Alstertwiete, No. 126). In a letter dated 10th 
of July Hahnemann says that though his charge in 
Georgenthal was nine friedrichsd’ors per month, he 
must now charge ten friedrichsd’ors, as living was so 
much dearer in Hamburg. 

A fortnight later Hahnemann wrote toBecker: “ July24, 
1800. I cannot keep Wezel. I took him in because he 
was here, or rather because Dr. Blodau of Sondershausen 
wrote that he was like a lamb and would not harm any 
one. I believed him and left the patient quite alone, 
without medicine, letting him do what he liked for eleven 
days, so that I might observe him carefully. He remained 
quite quiet. But when I commenced to do something for 
his health, tried to get him out for a walk, &c., he then 
showed that all the assurances I had received were without 
foundation. 

44 He tried to eject me from the room, to strike me, and 
when I employed attendants to take him for a walk, or, 
at all events, to get him into the garden, he attacked all 
the three of them, bit and scratched, and he could not be 
moved from the spot. I myself was in danger from his 
violence. When I resolved to get through with the 
business and got four strong men to come to my assistance, 
they all went off, none of them would undertake the job, and 
I could not obtain any others for love or money. They said 
that persons of that sort w r ere all sent to the madhouse 
here, that it was disgraceful to have to do with madmen, 
no one pitied such creatures, they would have nothing to 
do with madmen. And I got the same answer from ten 
different quarters to which I applied. Now, granted I 
could procure trustworthy, reliable, strong men for this 
purpose, experience has taught me that they would be very 
expensive. Therefore I am desirous of giving up the treat¬ 
ment of this case. I cannot keep him with me, because he 
is not here to be fed, but to be cured. He has successfully 
resisted every attempt to treat him, and has thereby 
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grown extremely obstinate and contrary. It is only 
when it falls in with his humour that he can be induced 
to do anything; when this is not the case, he resists with 
the strength of a bear. In some place where human help 
is cheap, I believe it would not be impossible to cure him, 
And if it is desired I will give all the directions my experi¬ 
ence tells me are required. The first condition is that he 
should not suspect his host to be a physician. Should any 
one tell him as a reason for doing so and so that it would 
be beneficial to his health, and that a doctor has advised 
it, we may be sure that he will not do it, and, what is 
worse, any attempt to compel him would do more harm 
than good to his health. I must therefore beg that he be 
removed as soon as possible. If that is done, I will do 
my best to help this unfortunate man to health by advice 
And medicine—both founded on my experience with him. 
He is quite a different person from what he was described 
to me. He is the exact opposite of much that was said 
And written of him.” 

But Hahnemann was not able to get rid of his patient 
as soon as he would have liked. He had to write a good 
many letters to Becker and Dr. Blodau before the poor 
man was fetched back to Sondershausen. Blodau wrote 
to him in a sarcastic vein: “If you want to get Wezel 
back to Sondershausen you should apply to those who 
wished so much to send him to you. We here will 
hardly take the trouble to bring him back.” On the 
13th of August, 1800, Hahnemann writes: “ There is 
no question about an increase of the board money, 
which is already large, for here the affair cannot be 
managed by any amount of money. Do not leave 
Wezel a day longer on my hands. Had I known all I 
now know the whole affair would have gone on very 
well. Under suitable conditions, if the business were 
properly arranged, it would not have failed to succeed; 
Wezel must again become a useful member of society in 
a reasonable time ; I would say in from nine months to a 
year. I have hardly ever given a more assured prognosis 
in the case of an insane person. But I cannot undertake 
to cure him in my house. I cannot make you acquainted 
with all the circumstances of my position ; it is rather a 
gloomy outlook. I am not in a position to expose myself 
to the violent and dangerous outbreaks of an insane 
person.” Wezel only returned to Sondershausen in the 
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autumn of 1800, when Hahnemann’s advice was acted 
on. Wezel was again brought among friends, and was 
treated in a manner conformable to his vanity, amount¬ 
ing to megalomania. He allowed his hair and beard to 
be cut short, he dressed in suitable clothes, walked about 
the streets and promenades, lost much of his madness 
and wildness, though he never altogether laid aside his 
obstinacy and defiant manner, and he died in 1819, after 
a short illness, of senile decay. Blumroder, in his bio¬ 
graphical notice of Wezel, says that it was a mistake 
to send Wezel to Altona to be under Hahnemann’s care,, 
for he treated him on quite a wrong method, having him 
shut up in a strong room, and by this severity his insanity 
increased to furious madness, until at length he was sent 
away as incurable. 

It is quite possible that Hahnemann was forced to shut 
up Wezel in Hamburg for the protection of himself and 
his family, because he had no special institution with the 
appliances required for an insane person, but only lived in 
a private house; He had consequently to abandon in this 
case the non-restraint system, which he was the first to 
introduce into Germany. It is inconceivable that, without 
the most urgent reasons, he altered the opinions he had 
expressed a few years previously. But that he did not 
dismiss Wezel as incurable, but that he laid down a well- 
thought-out plan of treatment, which was followed, is 
evident from the letters above quoted. But it is not 
likely that medicines formed any part of this plan of 
treatment—that is to say, medicines selected according 
to the principle of similars, which had been enunciated 
only four years previously—seeing that his Fragmenta r 
the precursor of his Materia Medica Pura f only appeared 
five years later. So we may assume that the treatment 
he recommended was chiefly hygienic and regiminal. 


THE CURABILITY OF CANCER AND OTHER 
TUMOURS. 

By John H. Clarke, M.D., Consulting Physician to the London 
Homeopathic Hospital. 

II. The Action op Arsenic and Iodide of Potassium 
in the Cure of Tumours.— Acetic Acid. — Alcohol. 

It is not a little remarkable that the two medicines 
credited by old-school practitioners with the power of 
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removing morbid growths have both been credited by repre¬ 
sentatives of the same school with producing growths 
similar to those they cure. Mr. Jonathan Hutchinson has 
shown, as mentioned above, that Arsenic will, under some 
conditions, set up malignant new growth; and the same 
authority has adduced the case of a man who was suffering 
from multiple tumours supposed to be syphilitic and treated 
accordingly with heavy doses of Iodide of Potassium , with 
fatal results. The man was not syphilitic at ali, and the 
tumours were the result of medication with the same drug, 
administered, as was afterwards discovered, by his previous 
medical attendants for some supposed, but non-existent, 
syphilitic condition. 

In the face of these experiences it can hardly be con¬ 
tested that we have in the examples adduced in my first 
article instances of a crude kind of homeopathy. It must 
be remembered that homeopathy merely premises that a 
condition which a drug can cause, the like of that it can also 
cure. The intimate philosophy of the causative and cura¬ 
tive process it leaves to independent investigators to decide; 
and I have no intention of discussing it here. Arsenic and 
the salts of Iodine have been proved to possess a remarkable 
influence over nutrition, causing great wasting of the 
normal tissues and, if the action is not arrested, death by 
inanition. It has been suggested that their action in the 
removal of morbid growths is of the same nature; these 
growths, being less vital than normal tissues, are the first to 
disappear when the patient is got under the influence of 
the drug. This implies, of course, a poisoning effect; 
and in most of the cases mentioned above such doses were 
given. But I may point out that it does not follow that 
because a patient is given enough of a drug to produce 
symptoms of poisomng, and a morbid condition dis¬ 
appears at the same time, that therefore the poisoning 
was necessary or that the cure was, so to speak, a physio¬ 
logical one—due, that is, to the primary physiological 
action of the drug. 

If readers will refer to the first case quoted from the 
article by Mr. Simeon Snell (Homeopathic World of Feb¬ 
ruary, p. 64) they will see that the tumour “ continued to 
enlarge ” at first “ in spite of the administration of Iodide 
of Potassium—in fact, the commencement of the admini¬ 
stration of the drug was characterised by a somewhat rapid 
increase in the size of the enlarged gland. Later, how- 
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ever/* the report goes on, “it became more stationary.” 
Now, what is this, I ask, but the well-known phenomenon 
of homeopathic aggravation? The drug was given in 
substantial doses, and if the direct physiological action 
had taken place it would have produced absorption from 
the first and not increase. This becomes all the more 
evident from the sequel. By great good luck the patient 
had some affairs at home to attend to before he could 
submit to the operation which was proposed, “ seeing that 
the drug had had no good effect .” For the same reason no 
more of the medicine was given. (“No treatment had been 
adopted since his leaving the infirmary.”) And what 
happened ? The usual thing that does happen when the 
homeopathic simillimum has been struck and an initial 
aggravation has occurred and has been allowed to pass off 
and the action to continue undisturbed. In a few weeks’ 
time the patient reported the tumour considerably less. 
A fortnight later he was readmitted, when only the edge of 
the tumour could be felt. In the course of the next few 
weeks the cure became perfect. 

Against the explanation of these cures on the physio¬ 
logical ground of their absorbing powers stands the fact 
that neither Arsenic nor Iodide of Potassium can be 
made to absorb all or anything like all tumours. There 
must be some constitutional susceptibility—in other 
words, homeopathic relationship however crude—in order 
for their curative action to take place. Otherwise it 
would be as easy to get their action in every case of 
tumour as it is (for example) to get the physiological 
action of a dose of Castor Oil . 

Moreover, the success attending the use of Arsenic in 
homeopathic preparations in arresting and sometimes 
removing malignant growths further proves that the 
action is specific and not physiological. Both Arsenic 
and Iodide of Potassium produce the cachectic condition 
frequently found associated with cancer, and it is often 
more on the general than the local conditions that the 
homeopathist founds his prescription. 

In this connection it may be useful to point out that 
emaciating agents have frequently been found efficacious 
in removing tumours. I may refer here to Phytolacca , 
with which Dr. A. Q. Clifton has had such brilliant 
experience, and also to Acetic Acid , whose thinning 
properties are only too well known. 
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I will take the liberty of reproducing here the greater 
part of a paper by Frederick B. Percy, M.D., of Brookline, 
Mass., U.S.A., read before the Massachusetts Homeo¬ 
pathic Medical Society, and published in the New England 
Medical Gazette of November, 1896, entitled “ Acetic Acid 
in Malignant Growths.” Dr. Percy’s paper is one of great 
importance, and the clinical experience he records is 
worthy of the most careful consideration. Hering, 
in his Guiding Symptoms , mentions that Acetic Actd 
“ dissolves cancer cells,” and he gives as an indication 
in cancer of the stomach this symptom: “ Ulcerative 
gnawing at a single spot in the stomach.” However, 
Dr. Percy’s experience is all with the lower attenuations 
of the acid, which is used locally as well as taken inter¬ 
nally. Its action in these cases must be examples of what 
I may call generic rather than symptomatic homeopathy. 
I quote now from the article :— 

“ You will be surprised to know how little information any 
work on materia medica will give you as to the pathogenetic or 
therapeutic effects of Acetic Acid . The meagre article in the 
Cyclopedia of Drug Patkogenesy gives one no idea of its 
usefulness, but an article by Dr. Elias C. Price in the 
Hahnemannian Monthly for January, 1889, and Gentry's 
Record of the Homeopathic Materia Medica are both singu¬ 
larly full and clear. My attention was particularly drawn to 
its study and use by an article from the pen of Wm. Owens* 
M.D., entitled “ Uses of Acetic Acid in Certain Forms of 
Disease.” From this permit me to quote a few paragraphs r 
‘ As a therapeutic agent Acetic Acid liquefies albumen and 
fibrinous deposits as found in hyperplasias, indurations, and 
infiltrations, as the product of the acute or chronic inflam¬ 
matory process. It is particularly valuable in epithelioma 
and cancerous affections and in the indurated chancre of 
primary syphilis. It is said to be the only agent capable of 
destroying the cancer cell. In treating the cancerous patient 
we use locally a 2 per cent dilution of Acetic Acid , diluted with 
distilled water, and keep the part moistened all the time, using, 
a soft linen rag of several thicknesses, while we give internally 
the first dilution in water every four hours. Use the same treat¬ 
ment for epithelioma. In a few weeks exfoliation takes place 
and leaves a healthy surface. In the indurated chancre the 
first dilution is used locally and kept moist. In a few days the 
induration becomes softened, pus is formed in the ulcer and is 
usually discharged quite freely, the induration disappears and 
a healthy granulating surface remains. From this time the 
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second dilution is used until it is entirely healed.’ Then 
follow the clinical records of two cases of carcinoma of the 
stomach, two of cancer of the lip and face, and one of cancer 
of the breast. 

“ Three things impressed me most strongly in the above cases. 
The element of the miraculous was entirely wanting. The time 
required to bring about the cure was a year or more, and this 
was consistent with a proper understanding of the disease. 
And most important of all, no report of the above cases was 
made until some years after the treatment was discontinued. 
A few well-known facts about Acetic Acid only added to my 
already formed determination to put this remedy to test. The 
repetition of them will only weary you for a moment. As a 
germicide Acetic Acid is more potent than Merc. Corrosions 
or Carbolic Acid . Engelman has used it in obstetrical practice 
in 3 to 5 per cent, solution. He also recommends it as an 
intrauterine injection in septicemia. In gonorrhea an injec¬ 
tion of Acid. Acet. dil., one part to four of water, speedily relieves. 
You already know that vinegar, which owes its power to this 
acid, when taken in excess produces rapid emaciation, anemia, 
and loss of strength, a perfect picture of the cancerous cachexia 
and, according to Dr. Hering and Dr. Cutter (Sajous’ Medical 
Annual), tuberculosis. 

“The following cases are merely corroborative of Dr. Owens’ 
experience and will be stated as briefly as possible :— 

“ Case 1.—Mr. S., age 65. Farmer by occupation. Previous 
history revealed the occurrence of a growth on the upper lip 
which had been pronounced cancer, and removed by a well- 
known physician in Boston. Some months previous to my 
seeing him a similar growth appeared on the right upper lip, 
and the breaking down of tissue was very rapid. I found on 
first examination the lip partially gone; a raw, unhealthy 
surface with no attempt at granulation, the discharge offensive, 
and pain at times excessive, but always present. Physical 
examination revealed no organic disease, but general health was 
much impaired. The Acetic Acid lx. was prescribed internally 
and a 2 per cent, solution locally. In six weeks the change 
was most apparent, and at that time I advised spraying the lip 
with the solution instead of applying it on lint, and with much 
more satisfactory results. The case was under my observation for 
one year, and then I discharged him as cured, and it is now 
four years with no evidence of a return of the trouble. 

“ Case 2.—Miss G., age 23. Bom in Ohio. Present residence, 
Lynn. Occupation, missionary, Salvation Army. 

“Family history: Father and mother both dead. Father died 
suddenly, only sick a few hours, but was said to have Bright’s 
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disease. Mother died after miscarriage. Patient had no 
children’s diseases. Three years ago was very ill with 
gastric fever. 

“ Present illness: Has been ill since January. Sickness 
began with nausea and vomiting, and with brief respites this 
has continued ever since. Vomitus has always been green in 
colour and followed by intense thirst. After a severe relapse 
in August there came a period of relief, when a ravenous 
appetite for solid food was gratified, but soon followed by 
another upset. For the week prior to her admission to the 
hospital, vomiting had been incessant, and only rectal feeding 
sustained life. Her condition at this time was indeed pitiable. 
Hiccough was incessant , and even pellets of ice induced nausea. 
Emaciation was extreme and physical examination revealed 
marked tenderness over the liver with enlargement, and this 
was the seat of extreme pain. The epigastric region was very 
sensitive to pressure, in part due to constant spasm of the 
diaphragm. The lungs and heart were normal, and examina¬ 
tion of urine revealed only a trace of albumen with few granular 
casts. 

44 Arsenic Alb. 3x. powder every hour was first prescribed in 
conjunction with ether spray to pit of stomach to allay hic¬ 
cough. For food nothing but peptonised milk. Two days 
after this prescription the hospital record is as follows; 4 Has 
been vomiting all night. After food feels very sick. Vomitus 
more like bile than food. Complains and moans about pain in 
region of liver and under shoulder blade. Severe cramps in 
stomach. Prescribed Acid Acet. lx. in water. Changed to 
koumyss in place of milk and gave panopepton in connection 
with it every four hours. 

“ 1 October 5. Hiccoughs relieved by spray ; patient seems a 
good deal better; no vomiting ; slept better. 

“ 4 October 9. Patient is to sit up ; may have small chop. 

44 4 October 13. Rice, bread, and beef are eaten with no sub¬ 
sequent pain ; patient can sit up all day.' 

44 Case 3.—Mrs.-, age 60. Family history negative as to 

cancer. Father died from injury and mother from diabetes. 
Previous health remarkably good, with the exception of profuse 
hemorrhages at climacteric, which ceased after removal of 
uterine polypus. 

44 First noticed difficulty in swallowing, with some transient 
hoarseness in the summer of 1892. The trouble increased and 
in the fall of the same year a laryngoscopic examination showed 
enlargement of epiglottis with evident ulceration. A most 
eminent specialist who was consulted hesitated in his diagnosis, 
but was inclined to the belief that it was carcinoma of the 
extrinsic form. Other advice being deemed wise, another equally 
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well-known laryngologist was seen, and his opinion wavered 
between tuberculosis and carcinoma. Treatment availed 
nothing, and when the report from the examination of a 
section of the growth confirmed the diagnosis of cancer, 
surgical interference was advised. Knowing the unfavourable 
issue of such operations, this course was not followed. At this 
time swallowing of solid food was impossible, pain extending up 
into the ears was more and more intense, while the general 
condition already showed the influence of the disease. Then 
it was that with little hope the Acetic Acid locally as a spray 
and internally was begun. Nothing could have been more 
gratifying than the results of treatment, and in six weeks the 
growth had so materially lessened, and had assumed so healthy 
an appearance, that eating was once more a pleasure. To be 
brief, for more than a year that patient was as well and 
vigorous as ever, never for a moment conscious of the old 
trouble. At the expiration of that time the growth began 
anew, and the old treatment availed but little. Why then 
report the case ? you ask, and my answer is, unhesitatingly, 
because no known methods of treating such growths could have 
given anything like such satisfactory results. On this point hear 
what Warren says, ‘Patients afflicted with extrinsic cancer die 
usually at the end of a year or eighteen months.* *’ 

In this connection, bearing in mind the close chemical 
relation between Alcohol and Acetic Add , the following 
observation, taken from the Denver Journal of Homeo¬ 
pathy of February last, will be read with a good deal 
of interest. The Medical Brief, in which the article origi¬ 
nally appeared, is, I believe, an allopathic publication. 
In that case we have here further allopathic evidence of 
the curability of new growths. 

“DOES ALCOHOL KILL CANCER? 

“Dr. E. H. Bowling writes as follows in the Medical 
Brief :— 

“ ‘ Henry B., an old negro man, consulted me in the fall of 
1894 concerning a tumour on the inner side of his right thigh. 
My examination was rather brief, as he stopped me while I 
was passing by and came out to the road ana showed me the 
place. 

“ ‘I told him I was afraid it was cancer and that he had 
better have it cut out. He remarked that he would see about 
it, and I did not see the place again until some weeks ago, 
when he called me in to again see the place. It had grown 
to the size of a quart measure and had begun to slough, and 
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had an almost unbearably offensive odour. I told him again 
to let me cut it out and that I could suggest no other treat¬ 
ment that I thought would benefit the place in the least. He 
still could not bear the idea of a knife, and I left him without 
giving him one ray of hope for his recovery, so you can 
imagine my surprise when a few days ago he stopped me 
again to see the place, and instead of the tumour I found a 
hole in his leg that I could have, with ease, put my clenched 
fist into, with healthy looking granulations springing up all 
around the edges and with every appearance of getting along 
nicely. 

“‘The history of this treatment was this: His wife’s son 
had a tumour something like this on his jaw, and the doctors 
wanted to cut it out, but he would not allow it, when some 
peddler passing through the country had recommended a pint 
of brandy and six eggs mixed into a liniment and applied to 
the tumour three or four times a day, and the tumour came 
out entire and the boy had gotten well. So “ Uncle Henry ” 
had concluded to try the same remedy, with the result that 
two days before I saw him the whole lump had just dropped 
out without the suspicion of a hemorrhage, although the 
tumour had been bleeding rather profusely before he began 
using the remedy. The application did not cause one particle 
of pain and the offensive odour was entirely gone. He did 
not use more than half of the medicine. 

“ 4 Now this may not have been a cancer. There was no¬ 
enlargement of the inguinal glands, and of course I could not 
detect any cachexia, he being a negro. I did not have it 
examined microscopically, but all other symptoms pointed 
strongly to that diagnosis. But even granting that it was a 
benign tumour, was not the result rather marvellous ? ’ 

“ I report this case because there is no telling when I may 
run up with another case of cancer; it may be years, and I 
give the remedy so that some brother who is now at his wits’ 
end with a case, as I know he is if his experience is any way 
similar to mine, may try the remedy and possibly benefit his 
patient as well as gratify himself.” 


NOTES BY THE WAY.— BACILLINUM^, &c. 

By Dr. Ussher. 

Very few of us are users of this remedy, which ihight. 
well be ranked amongst things precious. I knew notlamg 
of it until I read Dr. Burnett’s book; that set me thinking. 
“ In its sphere,” he says, “it is valuable, and nearly alwg^ya 
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I use it (once a week), and Thuja as its complement 
night and morning. It clears up the evils of secondary 
vaccination in a complete way, one case of which had 
lasted till manhood/’ A man with a tumour of the tongue 
had received from one of the large hospitals a card of 
admission which described it as cancer, and an operation 
was decided on. Had it taken place his occupation was 
gone. Well, he had a cachectic look> but no cancer; or 
if cancer, it was cured in four months with Bac. 200 
once weekly, Thuja 30 night and morning, and the last 
part of the period Ars. 200. There is no trace of the 
tumour. I have not seen a hard tumour of the tongue 
get well of itself. The card is evidence of a mistake, or, 
shall we say, want of wisdom ? An anticipatory prognosis 
may cause one to look foolish. If I sent the man, they 
would keep the card and cheek the man. Simply to 
record what I saw Bac. 200 do in a case of Phthisis 
florida is to mark a marvel. A year back my patient 
looked the picture of health and beauty, but an unhappy 
love affair sapped her life. She was the wreck of her 
former self. There were three patches on the posterior 
left lung, and to prevent any error in diagnosis a friend saw 
her, and with his Brompton Hospital experience gave her 
a week to live. She survived over four months, and would 
have done longer but for a venture out in bitter cold air, 
which soon brought the climax. I have no doubt the 
lungs were tubercle-full, but the surface patches cleared off 
rapidly. In one family the children have supposed tubercle 
on the brain. They are very excitable and uncontrolled. 
They had a course of the Bac. 200 and Calc. Garb. 6x. 
Now they bid fair for health. I have noticed mental 
changes very decided—bad tempers are improved, the 
constitution has undergone change. There is clear colour 
and brightness of face added. You have no longer fierce¬ 
ness stamped on the face, but amiability. If you expect 
these things, time must be taken into consideration. One 
of my patients, subject to fits (epilepsy), had one severe 
attack after one dose of Bacc. 200. The 30th I often use, 
and follow it with lod. Ars. 12. I think the 1,000 irritates. 
To a case of spoiled heart with excessive action and impulse, 
due to rheumatic fever, I have given it persistently, one dose 
weekly, and followed by Ars. Aurum. 6x. or Ars. lod. 12, 
with vast help to the patient; his eyes from dull have 
become brilliant—repeated doses and long patience. The 
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same thing holds good for Bar . Garb. 12. Here is a case 
under my care for a year, February 10, 1897. She 
took no other medicine. I regret she was not photo¬ 
graphed. She had five tumours, three on one side of the 
neck—one as big as a hen’s egg—two on the other; very 
nervous ; dwarfish; and the appearance of these unsightly, 
scrofulous tumours was attributed to fright from a dog 
jumping up at her. The tumours under each jaw were 
hideous, and have been severely cut at one of the hospitals, 
tying down the child on one occasion. The extreme 
scroiulous look, pallor, liability to contract cold in damp 
weather, suggested Bar. Carb. given three times daily. She 
had it in the 12th, and now all deformity is gone save the 
scars, and plump face is the result. She has filled out 
every way, and persistency in the daily use of the remedy 
has led to a desirable result. But to turn again to* 
Bacillinum. Its power to renew health was very mani¬ 
fest with one young fellow, whose history is too long 
for a report. His case has been tedious. For the last 
month there has been no discharge, and the opening is 
contracted. “ Glasgow John,” the subject of these 
remarks, was at the inception of the case years old, 
feet high, and weighed 3 stone 12 lb. The opening 
in the cheek just under the curve of the helix was con¬ 
genital, but did not show any sign of discharge until 
three years ago, from October, 1893. A brother 
homeopath wanted an operation and the bone scraped. 
This I set aside thankfully. He had been taking Cal. 
Ph. 3x. and Sulph. 3x. alternately for months; was 
very pale and white, fontanelles long in closing, teeth 
late in coming, molars showing signs of decay, appetite 
poor, complexion fair, blue eyes, light hair, grows fast, 
does not make flesh. 

Now comes a wonderful fact. His sister, 10£ years old, 
has a similar formation on right face, but no discharge 
observed. The father’s only sister has four children, and 
the last child, two years old, has these punctures both sides 
of face; his grandfather died at 81, a strong man ; the 
grandmother 72. The boy’s father, 47 years of age, was 
18 months old before teeth came, fontanelles tardy in 
closing, skin eruption of long standing, but now counts 
himself healthy. Maternal grandparents now living, 72. 
and 70 respectively. The pus from puncture, five or six 
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drops, come on once a week with swelling. Such is & 
brief summary, but highly instructive. 

Silicea 6x. did him good at once, then Bacillinum in 30 
and 200, and one course 1,000, always associated with 
Thuja 30, conducted entirely by correspondence, and the 
patience of his parents is well worthy of all praise. He 
is renewed in constitution, and the case has renewed my 
confidence in Bacillinum and Dr. Burnett. To those who 
wish to make progress with chronic diseases it is a 
remedy of great expectations and a mine worth working. 

Lome Villa, 10, Geraldine Road, Wandsworth. 


MATERIA MEDICA MISCELLANY. 

By J. R. P. Lambebt, M.D. 

Erythroylon Coca in Asthma. —Dr. Ghosh (India) has 
recorded very good results from Coca in asthma. The 
first case in which he tried it was that of a man aged 38, 
of robust constitution, who had suffered from spasmodic 
asthma for ten years, and had been under allopathic and 
homeopathic treatment without relief. He had taken 
most of the commonly indicated medicines. The fits 
came on periodically, becoming especially severe towards 
new moon and full moon. Coca m J-drop doses every 
three hours was given, and the first dose gave relief in an 
hour and the second stopped the attack. A week later a 
milder attack was again relieved by the same prescription, 
the attack ceasing after the second dose. He was now 
free for six months, when a recurrence, due to inhaling 
brickdust, was again cured in the same way, and he 
remained practically free some years. Dr. Ghosh has 
since used this drug in the same way in twenty cases of 
spasmodic asthma 11 with great success,” and also in 
bronchitic asthma, but witn less success than in the 
spasmodic variety. He has only used the mother tinc¬ 
ture, the cases having all been severe; in milder cases he 
would recommend dilutions from the 6x downwards.— 
Horn. Recorder . 

The Therapeutics of Passiflora. —In a paper on this 
subject Dr. Rodecker says: “ In insomnia teaspoonful 
doses of the tincture have proved wonderfully effective. 
In simple neuroses of children, in worm fever, accom¬ 
panied by spasms, it is a specific, also in teething. It 
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has also proved valuable in megrim and neuralgias of all 
kinds. It has also been used with good result in a case 
of tetanus, caused by a rusty nail perforating the foot. 
He also recommends it highly in hysteric eclampsia, and 
in epileptic convulsions in children. In spinal irritation, 
in lying-in women, or in cases where there are twisting, 
grinding pains, it will give prompt relief, and is excellent 
for after-pains. It is also recompaended as a specific for 
toothache associated with irritability of the nervous 
system, also for over-excited reflexes, hyperesthesia of 
highly excitable surfaces, especially mucous membranes, 
and is also a good remedy in functional cardiac troubles/’ 
— Horn. News . 

The dose needs to be large, 30-60 drops of the tincture 
repeated several times if necessary. In exceptional cases 
it causes **dark urine,” when it is necessary to stop the 
medicine for a while. Its use is empirical and its action 
would appear to be purely physiological. We should be 
glad to hear of any provings of this drug. 

Lobelia in Infantile Colic. —On his subsequent visits to 
obstetrical cases, the doctor is often called to relieve the 
infant of what the nurse calls colic. The baby cries and 
kicks and squirms incessantly, giving no rest to any one 
in the house. After a careful inspection to see that no 
mechanical cause is doing the mischief, such as pins, 
chafing of clothing, &c., put one drop of Lobelia in an 
ounce of w T ater, and give one-half teaspoonful, warm, to 
the infant; it will be in a quiet sleep in five minutes. 
Any return of the trouble will yield to one or two doses.— 
Am. Horn. 

Opium 2x for Relief of Pain. —Dr. J. P. Willard, in a 
paper on Opium , said he had repeatedly used the 2x 
potency in cases of suffering, and it gave the patient 
permanent relief without producing any narcotic or 
secondary effect. In the discussion which followed Dr. 
B. A. Wheeler said that in pneumonia with dry, titillating, 
spasmodic cough, and in whooping-cough, with genosis 
and convulsions, Opium will promptly cure. — Denver 
Journal of Homeopathy . 

Iris Versicolor in Headache. —The cure of a case of 
chronic headache of twenty years’ standing by Iris is 
related by Dr. A. R. F. Grub, in the Minneapolis Homeo¬ 
pathic Magazine. The patient, a woman aged 53, had 
recurring headaches every eight days, or oftener. About 
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twenty-four hours before the headache came she experi¬ 
enced a peculiar drawing sensation in the right arm, 
gradually working up to the shoulder, and then the head¬ 
ache began, and for one or two days she would be wild 
with pain and suffer considerably from retching and 
vomiting. The attacks were followed by exhaustion for 
several days. A number of remedies were tried without 
success, and finally Iris 2x trit., which was followed by 
immediate improvement. She was free for three weeks, 
and then had a slight attack. The medicine was con¬ 
tinued for several weeks, three to four powders daily, and 
a complete cure resulted.— Am, Horn, 

Lycopodium m Constipation, —Dr. Halbert, in a lecture 
on this subject, attributes the constipation of Lycopodium 
to a paretic condition of the sympathetic nerve supply of 
the intestines. To this he attributes the gastric and 
abdominal symptoms and also intestinal catarrh and 
the resulting constipation. He also lays great stress on 
the mental condition and its effect on the sympathetic. 
“ In the proving of Lycopodium ,” he says, “ we find the 
most pronounced effect upon the mind. It is observed 
in the symptoms of depression and melancholy and appre¬ 
hension which are characteristic in every case. This may 
become so marked that weakness of memory ensues and 
the patient is disinclined to talk or be spoken to ; at times 
it may go on to the degree of inability to comprehend, and 
result in mental stupefaction. All of this will depreciate 
the mental power which is necessary for the proper 
function of the body, and this will be reflected first of all 
in the alimentary weakness/’ 

He then records a case of constipation of long standing 
where the mental symptoms were the most prominent, 
which was completely cured by Lycopodium, — Clinique, 


VACCININUM. 

By John H. Ciabke, M.D., Consulting Physician to the London 
Homeopathic Hospital. 

Two remarkable cases of vaccinia have been reported 
of late, and help to show the range of Vaecininum as a 
remedy. That this nosode is one of great importance 
all those who have used it according to its indications 
can testify. 
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The first of the cases is taken from the British Medical 
Journal of June 2nd. I will reproduce it in full:— 

41 Elephantiasis of Forearm from Eczema. 

44 C. T., aged 22 years, was vaccinated on the right arm 
when three months old. His mother says that shortly after¬ 
wards the present skin disease appeared on the upper arm, 
and has gone on progressing ever since. No local treatment 
has qver been attempted up to the present time. 

44 At present the eczematous condition extends over the 
whole arm from the root of the neck to the middle of the fore¬ 
arm, excepting a narrow stripe running longitudinally along 
the inner aspect of the arm. Nearly the whole of the right 
side of the chest is affected, anteriorly, laterally, and pos¬ 
teriorly, where it crosses the middle line, and reaches the 
vertebral border of the left scapula. On the face the right 
“flush patch ” is affected, since a slight abrasion of the skin 
received only two years ago. The skin on the affected areaa 
is markedly thickened and covered with abundant fine white 
scales, which are readily detached, and show underneath a red, 
somewhat vascular surface, slightly moistened with serous- 
discharge. Below the elbow there is great hyperplasia of the 
subcutaneous tissues of the forearm and back of hand, 
accompanied by slight edema, evidently caused by lymphatic 
obstruction in the upper arm. The upper part of the affected 
forearm measures twenty inches in circumference, the corre¬ 
sponding part of the left arm measuring only eleven inches. 

“The patient’s general health is good, but two or three 
times a year the condition of the arm undergoes acute 
inflammatory exacerbations, and at such times he has feverish 
attacks (102° to 103° F.), with sometimes tonsillitis and pain 
in joints, which I take to be due to septic absorption from the 
arm. There is occasionally a good deal of itching and dull 
aching pain in the arm, especially when it is in a dependent 
position. 

44 William Mitchell, M.B. & C.M. Edin. 

44 Bradford.” 

Eczema is a well-known result of vaccination, but I 
do not remember to have seen elephantiasis noted before- 
An illustration in the British Medical Journal shows 
well the conditions described. Another remarkable feature 
of the case is the periodical exacerbations. I should like 
to see this case treated with occasional doses of Vaccininum 
200 or Variolinum 200 or Thuja 30. Unless some constitu¬ 
tional change is brought about the unfortunate patient is. 
likely to carry the effects of his vaccination to his grave. 
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The next case to which I wish to refer is that of Miss 
Maxted, of Margate, mentioned in a previous issue of 
this journal. Of course the usual question-begging 
denials have been put forward by the pro-vaccinists; but 
to those who know anything of the matter the case is 
clearly one of malignant vaccinia. I do not think “ bad 
lymph ” had anything to do with it. All vaccine matter 
is “ oad” in the sense that it contains vaccine poison, or 
virus; and no one can tell whether a vaccinated person 
will have the disease badly or not from knowing the 
source of the “lymph” any more than he can tell 
whether a person infected with typhoid, for example, will 
have that badly or not, from knowing the person from 
whom the infection was derived. 

Here are the facts of the case as given in the Star of 
March 11th:— 


“ The painful circumstances connected with the sad death of 
Miss Maxted, at Margate, are within the recollection of the 
readers of the Star. We have carefully investigated the facts, 
and now set them forth as briefly and as colourlessly as 
possible. 

“ Before vaccination her friends describe her as a mag¬ 
nificent girl, who had never been ill in her life, and had never 
been under a doctor's care. So exuberantly energetic was she 
that her favourite amusements were wrestling and cycling. 
In July her mother accompanied her to Leatherhead, whither 
she went to enter the Post Office as sorting clerk and 
telegraphist. 

“ In accordance with official regulations Miss Maxted was 
vaccinated by Dr. Potts, the medical officer. 

“ Dr. Potts has stated that he used lymph procured from 
the National Vaccine Establishment, and that the vesicles 
looked perfectly healthy. 

“ Within seven days of the re-vaccination Miss Maxted was 
covered from her neck to her feet with sores; and after six 
months of intolerable and indescribable agony, she died, a mass 
of corruption, not a clear space of two inches being found on 
her body. It is worth noting that the three marks made on 
her arm at the time of vaccination never healed, but remained 
discharging and surrounded by sores until she died. 

“ When Dr. Pittock, of Margate (who for many years has 
been the Maxted family doctor), was called in to treat the poor 
girl on her return from Deatherhead, he said to Mrs. Maxted 
(and repeated the statement a month later to Mr. Maxted)— 
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“ * This is a case of bad lymph, and the vaccination was done when 
she was out of sorts.’ 

But when Mr. Maxted spoke of legal proceedings Dr. Pittock 
hedged, and merely said, 4 it was done when out of sorts,* 
dropping his statement as to 4 bad lymph.** As to this point 
both parents are positive, and the poor girl herself maintained 
up to her death that he had attributed the disease to 1 bad 
lymph.’ 

41 Dr. Pittock advised the parents to consult a London 
specialist, Dr. Cottle, and they agreed. Dr. Cottle, after a 
brief examination, stated (although the parents had not referred 
to vaccination) that the disease had not been caused by 
vaccination. Mr. Maxted pressed him to say what it was as 
well as what it was not. He did not do so. 

44 A few days later Dr. Pittock called and showed the 
Maxteds a letter from Dr Cottle to himself, in which he said 
that 4 the anti-vaccinators of Margate had discovered a mare’s 
nest.* Mr. Maxted expressed his annoyance at being con¬ 
sidered an anti-vaccinator, and taxed Dr. Pittock with writing 
to Dr. Cottle in order to secure a declaration that the disease 
was not due to bad lymph. Dr. Pittock has not denied this 
charge” 

If there is any such thing as cause and effect in medicine 
the vaccination of Miss Maxted was the cause of her 
illness and death ; and I entirely endorse the statement 
of the writer in the Star that “ Miss Maxted would he 
alive to-day if site had not been re-vaccitmted .” 


SULPHONAL EFFECTS ON KIDNEY AND SKIN. 

The following observation which appeared in the 
Lancet of November 14, 1896, is important as showing 
the power of Sulphonal to produce albuminuria and 
diminution of urine:— 

44 SULPHONAL POISONING IN A CASE OF MELANCHOLIA 

AGITANS. 

44 By F. P. Hearder, M.B., C.M. Edin., 

“ Assistant Medical Officer to the West Riding Asylum , Wakefield. 

“ A man forty-three years of age, single, of steady habits and with 
a good family history, four months previously to his admission on 
May 2, 1896, to the Wakefield Asylum had hurt the back of his head 
in an accident; he suffered much from shock and 4 had been very 
nervous since.’ Three weeks before his admission he cut his throat. 
His physical state on admission was as follows: His height was 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



HOm 3“m rld i SULPHONAL EFFECTS. 175 


4 ft. 10 in., and his weight 8st. 81b. He was fairly well nourished. 
He had a cut across the front of his throat one and a half inches in 
length, opening into the trachea and healing by granulations. When 
he spoke a peculiar buzzing and whistling sound was produced by the 
air escaping through this opening. His hair was black and his com¬ 
plexion was sallow. The pupils were unequal, the right being more 
dilated than the left; the left pupil reacted more perfectly. His 
knee-jerks were exaggerated and there was slight ankle clonus. His 
superficial arteries were thickened and tortuous; the heart’s action 
was irritable and irregular, and the sounds were accentuated, but 
there was no bruit. In the urine there was a copious mucous cloud ; 
it was acid, of specific gravity 1022, and contained no albumen or 
sugar. His mental state on admission was that of agitated or motor 
melancholia. He had a dejected and lachrymose expression and he 
had aural and visual hallucinations and delusions that harm (murder, 
&c.) was happening to his mother and sister; he cried and prayed for 
their safety. During the next few days he continued restless, sleep¬ 
less, needed forcible feeding, and was constantly attempting to tear 
the bandage off his throat, requiring continual supervision. A mix¬ 
ture of Bromide of Potassium with Chloral hydrate was exhibited 
with no good effect. 

“ Sulphonal w r as then tried (fifteen grains three times a day) 
administered in a warm drink, apparently with marked good effect, 
as he took his food better, slept well at night, and was less restless 
during the day. On the fourth day his gait was ataxic and his. 
expression and movements were * drunken.’ On the sixth day the 
urine—which, as is usual in patients taking Sulphonal , was being, 
carefully watched—was noticed to be becoming scanty and highly 
coloured. The Sulphonal administration was at once stopped and 
the urine examined. It contained no blood and no albumen. On the 
following day there was marked oliguria, about five ounces of urine 
being passed in the twenty-four hours. The urine was of about the 
colour of porter which had been shaken; there was no deposit, it was 
acid, and of specific gravity 1015. The amount of albumen was 
exceedingly copious , the urine on being boiled becoming almost solid.. 
The patient was in a somewhat soporose state; there was slight 
edema of the eyelids, but no swelling of the legs and ankles. The 
pulse was quiet and the temperature about normal. He was kept 
recumbent and a saline purge was administered, a diuretic mixture 
containing Citrate of Potassium and Acetate of Potassium being 
given, with diluent drinks, milk and soda-water and barley-water. 
On the following day the urine was still somewhat scanty, highly 
coloured, acid, and of specific gravity 1020, but it contained no blood 
or albumen. The patient was better and took food (fluid and semi- 
solid) freely. Since then he has made considerable physical and 
mental improvement, but continues depressed. Several subsequent 
examinations of his urine have revealed nothing abnormal. 

“With the exception of a few cases of post-influenzal debility 
where single doses of Sulphonal have been followed by toxic effects, 
all cases of Sulphonal poisoning have been after long-continued use 
of the drug, the symptoms usually being lethargy, giddiness with 
digestive disturbances, anorexia, constipation, occasionally diarrhea 
and vomiting, and hematoporphyrinuria. A German observer has 
also noted ischuria, oliguria, and sometimes albuminuria. Professor 
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Stokvis, experimentally administering Sulphonal to dogs and rabbits, 
found 4 it was only when the drug was pushed to a fatal termination 
that albumen appeared during the last days of life.’ In the above 
case the dose was comparatively small and the toxic effects acute. 
It is a good example of the necessity of training attendants and 
nurses to note the urine of every patient taking Sulphonal .” 

To this we may append the following sent us by a 
correspondent:— 

“X. Y. tells me that every time he takes Sulphonal he invariably 
has the same experience. This time he took five grains. Patches of 
erythema, of intensity proportionate to dose, appear, first, on inner 
side of first phalanx of little finger of right hand; second, over the 
proximal ends of metacarpal bones of thumb and first finger of left 
hand; third, on posterior surface of left forearm a little below elbow; 
fourth, on preputium.” 


SOCIETY’S MEETING. 


BRITISH HOMEOPATHIC SOCIETY. 

The sixth meeting of the session was held at the London 
Homeopathic Hospital, Oreat Ormond Street, W.C., on Thurs¬ 
day, March 4, 1897, Dr. Madden, the president, occupying 
the chair. 

Austin Edward Reynolds, M.R.C.S. Eng., L.R.C.P. Lond., 
L.S.A., of 81, Hornsey Rise, N., proposed by Mr. Dudley 
Wright, and seconded by Dr. Washington Epps, was elected a 
. member. 

The following specimens, &c., were shown: 1. A medicine 
bag, of small size, taking 52 to 78 bottles standing upright, and 
having space for stethoscope, specula, and small instruments 
(designed and shown by Mr. Spencer Cox). 2. A uterine 
fibroid removed by abdominal hysterectomy (Dr. Edwin Neatby). 

Dr. Pullar then read an important paper entitled 44 Notes on 
Psorinum and Hippo zenin, in which he discussed the general 
questions involved in the use of nosodes, and then delineated the 
therapeutic sphere of Psorinunv and its relation to the psoric dia¬ 
thesis, giving several illustrative cases. He has used it chiefly 
in potencies from 200 upwards. He then gave a short account 
of Hippo zenin (sometimes called Glanderinum ). He described 
its origin and preparation, and alluded to the phenomena of 
glanders in the horse, and suggested the possible uses of the 
nosode in human diseases, narrating some striking instances of 
its action. 

Dr. Hughes had prepared a supplementary paper 4 4 on the use 
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of nosode8 in homeopathic practice,” but, as the hour was late, 
he requested that his paper should be taken as read, and in lieu 
of reading it opened the discussion on Psorinum , and in doing 
so pointed out the uncertainty of the preparation known by this 
name, as it had been made from the products of various skin 
affections other than true scabies. Dr. Clarke said that the 
•constitutional symptoms of Psorinum and Sulphur were closely 
allied, the chief distinction between them being that Sulphur 
had aggravation from warmth, while Psorinum had marked sen¬ 
sitiveness to cold. He had found Psorinum a very valuable 
remedy and had often observed that it produced a voracious 
appetite in patients taking it. He also mentioned a case of 
very chronic post-nasal catarrh which had been rapidly cured 
by Hippozenin . Drs. Roche (Norwich), Moir, Goldsbrougb, 
and the president also took part in the discussion, and Dr. 
Pullar replied. 

The following is a synopsis of Dr. Hughes’ paper, which we 
hope to read on a future occasion : History—Garth Wilkinson, 
and Drysdale in Brit. Joum. of Horn., xii. and xv. Dudgeon, 
Lecture vi. Present state of the question. Pacts about Vac¬ 
cine and Tuberculine. Isopathic and homeopathic uses of 
nosodes. 


INSTITUTIONS. 

THE PHILLIPS MEMORIAL HOMEOPATHIC 
HOSPITAL. 

New Building. 

The eighth annual general meeting of this hospital was 
held at the hospital in the Widmore Road, on Friday evening, 
February 26. Mr. Walter Murton, C.B., president, presided, 
supported by Messrs. Madden, Beddow, C. Bell, Hose, Thomas 
Duncanson, Lindsay Bell, W. R. Hay, Churchill, Aylwin 
(treasurer), Miss Hyde (matron), Mr. J. M. Wyborn (hon. 
secretary). In the course of a very interesting speech the 
president said it was the intention of the committee to 
signalise the Queen’s Record Reign by raising a new building 
for the hospital. They were aware that the committee had 
in hand about £500 towards the rebuilding fund, and that a 
further sum of £2,500 was required. He was sure they would 
all earnestly resolve to do their utmost to raise that sum, large 
as it seemed to them in prospect, and he trusted that at no 
distant date they would witness the happy completion of the 
new hospital, and the full accomplishment of their scheme. 
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During the evening subscriptions to the amount of £900 
towards the building fund were promised. 

The following letter appeared in the Bromley and District 
Times of March 5th, appended to the report of the meeting :— 


“ To the Editor of the Timks. 


“ Sib,—F eeling sure that your readers will be interested in hearing 
the result of our late appeal, I now annex a list of donations received 
since the 1st January last, which, together with about £500 already 
in hand, totals half the sum required—£8,000—and I trust other kind 
friends will soon enable us to put the remainder on paper, and so 
complete a work already so well begun.—Yours faithfully, 

“C. A. AYLWIN, 

“ Treasurer. 


“ Sarrento, Bromley, 4th March, 1897. 

£ s. d. 

Mrs. Leishman. 800 0 0 

E. F. Duncanson. 250 0 O 

Mrs. Duncanson . 250 0 0 

Mrs. F. G. Smart. 100 0 9 

Miss Anderson and Major Anderson . 80 0 0 

Mrs. Walter. 10 10 0 

Miss J. L. Madden. 10 0 0 

A. W. Bailey. 5 5 9 

Sir S. E. Scott, Bart. 5 0 9 

Miss C. M. Duncanson and Miss M. F. Dun¬ 
canson . 5 0 0 

Colonel S. B. Bevington. 5 0 0 

Mrs. Russell.. 4 4 0 

Mrs. R. Scott . 8 8 9 

Philip H. Howlett . 2 2 0 

J. Y. Hay . 119 

Charles Farmer . 1 1 9 

Madame S. Reynaud . 110 

H. G. Sydney, Duchess of Manchester . 119 

T. S. Stericker. 110 

Miss May Duncanson. 1 0 0 

Ford Duncanson . 1 0 0 

Servants at Nutwood. 10 9 

C. F. Pfeil... 10 9 

Miss Bowen . 0 10 0 

Miss Garwood . 0 5 0 


“ To the Editor of the Times. 

“ Sib,—A t the annual meeting, held last evening, I had the satis¬ 
faction of being assured by the committee and medical officers that 
on no account would any part of the proposed new building be used 
for the purpose of experimenting upon living animals, and doubtless 
later on a note to this effect will be put upon the papers of the 
hospital. This will be welcome information to many in our neigh¬ 
bourhood, and is a step in the right direction, which might with 
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advantage be followed by some of the London hospitals whose funds 
have been at such a low ebb. 

“ I shall have great pleasure in contributing £250 towards the .£2,500 
required to complete the building scheme, and I trust that the appeal 
now being issuea will meet with a hearty and ready response.—I am, 
Sir, your obedient servant, 

“ALFRED E. BEDDOW. 

“ Southwood, Bickley Park, Kent, 

“ February 27, 1897.” 


BIRMINGHAM HOMEOPATHIC HOSPITAL. 

The annual meeting of the Governors of the Birmingham 
and Midland Homeopathic Hospital was held at the Council 
House on Thursday, March 4th. Lieutenant-General Phelps 
presided, and there were also present Drs. Blake, Wingfield, 
J. Craig, and C. A. Francois ; Messrs. A. Harris, Shirley Smith, 
R. L. Impey, and P. W. Walker. The report of the committee 
for 1896 gives the following statistics, compared with those of 


previous year:— 

In-Patients. 



1895. 

1896. 

Children . 

. 50 

45 

Adults. 

. 197 

191 


247 

236 


Out-Patients. 


Number of patients 

. 2,892 

.. 2,341 

Attendances . 

. 15,981 

.. 14,987 


Home-Patients. 


Number of patients 

. 405 

417 

Visits made by house-surgeon. 1,612 

.. 1,872 


Of the in-patients 152 were free, and 84 paid a small contri¬ 
bution towards the cost of maintenance. Of the out-patients 
791 were attended free, and 1,550 on payment of a registration 
fee. Of the home-patients 400 were visited by the house- 
surgeon free, on presentation of a subscriber's recommendation 
ticket, and 17 on payment .—Birmingham Gazette . 


HASTINGS AND ST. LEONARDS HOMEOPATHIC 
DISPENSARY. 

The annual meeting of the Hastings and St. Leonards 
Homeopathic Dispensary was held at the Institute, Cambridge 
Road, on Monday, February 8th. Mr. Tolly presided. 

12 
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The balance sheet showed the receipts to have amounted to- 
£311 10s. 3d., and there was a balance in hand of £17 10s. 

The Hon. Secretary (Mr. G. Osborn), in his seventeenth 
annual report, said that the number of patients and attendances, 
with an ever increasing inquiry for dispensary tickets, was a 
satisfactory indication that the benefits arising from the 
practice of homeopathy are still increasing, and that the public 
are learning to appreciate homeopathic treatment. Medical 
advice and medicine have been supplied during the past year 
to 1,423 patients, requiring more than 6,000 attendances, and a 
very large amount of time and attention on the part of officers 
and dentist, to whom mainly the efficiency and prosperity of 
the dispensary are due .—Hastings Times. 


DEVON AND CORNWALL HOMEOPATHIC 
HOSPITAL. 

The annual meeting of this institution was held on February 
16th at the Athenaeum, Plymouth, the Right Worshipful the 
Mayor of Plymouth (Alderman C. H. Radford, J.P.) presiding. 
From the annual report it will be seen that the large amount 
of useful work which has been earned on for many years in 
Plymouth and neighbourhood is still on the increase, and that 
the scope of the operations of this hospital has been greatly 
extended. During the twelve months ending December 31st 
last the patients admitted numbered 141, as compared with 93 
in the preceding year, this being the largest number entered in 
any one year since the foundation of the charity. The total 
visits paid to the dispensary were 13,360, an increase of 2,000 
over 1895, whilst over 4,100 persons were seen in their own 
homes by the medical officer, Dr. Vawdrey, as compared with 
3,000 in the preceding year .—Western Mercury . 


NORTH OF ENGLAND CHILDREN’S SANATORIUM. 

The general meeting of Governors was held at the sana¬ 
torium on February 13th. The annual report for 1896 shows 
that during the year 842 children were inmates of the 
sanatorium, being an increase of five over 1895. This 
number would have been much larger but for the very 
inclement weather during one or two of the autumn months. 
Of the 842 children, 345 were sent out quite well, 47£ 
improved, and 18 no better. Forty-one patients remained 
in the hospital at the end of the year. There were no deaths. 
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ORGAN DISEASES OF WOMEN.* 

There is no greater service that a medical man can render 
to his professional brethren than in making his experience 
available for their use and guidance by publishing it in 
readable form. When the writer of a book is not only a 
careful observer, but an original thinker with real therapeutic 
insight, the debt of obligation is all the greater. Dr. Burnett 
tells us in this little volume that two courses were open to 
him—to send it to the press just as it appears, or to lay it on 
one side till he could deal more largely and more adequately 
with his subject. He chose the former course, and we very 
heartily concur in his choice. The range of homeopathy is 
very wide, and every practitioner must conquer his own par¬ 
ticular portion of it. Some can do most with lower potencies ; 
some with higher; some with both. It is purely a matter of 
personal focus. Neither the one nor the other is right to 
the exclusion of the other. That is right to each practitioner 
which he can use with best curative effect. 

Dr. Burnett’s most characteristic work has lain in two chief 
directions—organ homeopathy and diathesic homeopathy ; and 
the little book before us contains some of the most interesting 
and valuable of his experiences in both these departments, and 
no homeopathist whose work lies in the special lines of the 
treatise can afford to neglect it. It is a very useful thing to 
be taken out of the well-worn ruts of practice now and then, 
and no one can be better trusted to do this work than Dr. 
Burnett. 


CASES OF SERIOUS DISEASE SAWED FROM 
OPERATION, t 

Ip any one should find Dr. Burnett’s digressions from the 
beaten tracks not sufficiently stimulating, we commend to his 
notice this pamphlet of Dr. Cooper’s. The experiences Dr. 
Cooper relates are of extreme interest in themselves, and 
amply prove that the stupid method of putting surgery first 

* Organ Diseases of Women , Notably Enlargements and Displacements of 
the Uterus and Sterility , considered as Curable by Medicines. By J. 
Compton Burnett, M.D. London: Homeopathic Publishing Co., 12, 
Warwick Lane, E.C. 2/6. Pp. 156. 

f Cases of Serious Disease Saved from Operation chiefly by Arborivital 
Remedies, with an Appendix on Systematic Progress in Medicine. By 
Robert T. Cooper, M.A., M.D. London: John Bale & Sons, Limited,. 
Great Titchfield Street, W. Pp. 66. 
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and medicine ninety-ninth, whenever it is a question of morbid 
growth or disease of bone, is due entirely to the crass ignorance 
of the medical profession as to the therapeutic powers of nature 
at our disposal. Dr. Cooper’s results have been obtained, 
some with ordinary homeopathic medicines, but mainly, as he 
says, with “ arborivital remedies.” Dr. Cooper’s definition of 
an arborivital remedy is as follows : “ An arborivital remedy 
is one whose action can only be explained by supposing a 
Ridden force to exist in plants that is not demonstrable to the 
senses, and that is independent of any special mode of prepara¬ 
tion.” In the Appendix Dr. Cooper discusses the dose question 
from his own point of view, and we commend his remarks to 
the careful consideration of our readers. We cannot say we 
discern any essential difference between the action of ordinary 
homeopathic medicines and Dr. Cooper’s arborivital remedies; 
but our experience of the latter is sufficient to show th$t Dr. 
Cooper has opened up a rich vein of therapeutic power. In 
his method of administering single doses of the matrix tinctures, 
and allowing each dose to work out its effect undisturbed, he is 
following Hahnemann’s own example, and his results prove the . 
correctness of Hahnemann’s statements as to the long periods 
through which some remedies continue to act. Dr. Cooper’s 
indications for the use of his remedies are for the most part 
known only to himself, but as his experience grows he is able 
to give them more definite shape. He has our best wishes for 
his success in the line he has struck out, and we have no doubt 
that his therapeutic enthusiasm will achieve still greater results 
than the remarkable examples recorded in this pamphlet. 


THE TURKISH BATH.* 

This pamphlet, which is reprinted from the Journal of the 
American Medical Association , consists of a paper read in the 
section on State Medicine at the Forty-second Annual Meeting 
of the Association, held at Atlanta, Georgia, in May, 1896. In 
it Dr. Jagielski, consulting physician to the well-known Royal 
York Baths, London, describes exactly what a Turkish bath 
ought to be and what it very frequently is not. The author 
writes from personal experience, and a very interesting and 
useful paper is the result. 

* The Therapeutic Action of the Turkish Bath. By Victor Jagielski, 
M.D. Chicago : American Medical Association Press, 1896. 
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THE NEW CHARTER.* 


A most useful and necessary work is being accomplished in 
an unostentatious fashion by the Humanitarian League , under 
whose auspices the present volume is issued. The old adage 
about want of thought being the cause of more ills than want 
of heart is perfectly true, and the League is doing much to 
supply the thought and knowledge the lack of which is at the 
basis of a vast amount of cruelty which the animal world at 
present endures. The New Charter consists of six lectures given 
in connection with the League, introduced by an interesting 
editorial note by Mr. Henry S. Salt. If we give the titles of 
the lectures and the names of the lecturers it will suffice to 
show the extent of the ground covered. They are as follows : 
I. “ The Humanitarian View: Social Conditions and the 
Treatment of Animals.” By John C. Kenworthy. II. “The 
Church’s View : The Christian Spirit and Ideal.” By Rev. A. 
L. Lilley. III. “ The Scientific View : The Claims of Common 
Life.” IV. “ Thp Ethical View : The Duties of Man to the 
Lower Animals.” By Frederic Harrison. V. “The Secularist 
View: The Kinship of Life.” By E. W. Foote. VI. “The 
Theosophical View : The Brotherhood of all that Lives.” By 
C. W. Leadbeater. 


A COMPEND OF THE PRINCIPLES OF 
HOMEOPATHY.t 

lx this small volume the author’s endeavour is to revive the 
principles taught by Hahnemann, which have now been verified 
bv a century of clinical application, but to which for some time 
past our school has not given sufficient attention, with the 
result that homeopathic practice has deteriorated. Recently a 
reaction has come in America, and to some extent in this 
country. The object of this book is to stimulate this reaction, 
which we feel sure it will do among all its readers. 

It contains an up-to-date digest of the Organon , which is 
constantly quoted. “ It does not pretend,” the author tells us 
in the preface, “ to be more than an attempt to elucidate the 
salient and vital points often abstrusely and always metaphori¬ 
cally treated by Hahnemann, and thus to familiarise the 
student with the fundamental groundwork of our school. 
These essential doctrines do not include the necessary accept- 

* The New Charter. A Discussion on the Rights of Man and the 
Rights of Animals. London: George Bell & Sons, pp. 133, stiff boards, Is. 

t A Compendof the Principles of Homeopathy. By Wm. Boericke. San 
Francisco: Boericke & Runyon, 1896. London: Homeopathic Publishing 
Company, 12, Warwick Lane, E.C. 
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ance of every statement of Hahnemann as of equal and 
absolute importance.” 

The chapter on the application of homeopathy is very good 
and useful, and altogether we heartily commend the book and 
would like to see it widely read. 


MEDICAL ANNUAL, 1897.* 

This well-known book of reference has become a necessity 
to a large section of the medical profession who wish to keep 
up with the times, and who have not the time or the opportunity 
to read through the whole of current medical literature and do 
the gleaning for themselves. From our point of view the 
weakest part of the book is the therapeutic part; but the 
editors cannot be held responsible for that. Their gleaning is 
limited to allopathic works chiefly, find if they find nothing 
much there, it is not their fault. 

Dr. Murrell is responsible for the “ New Remedies ” section, 
and his remarks on Glonoin or Nitro-Glycerine supply an 
interesting example of the allopathic method of testing the 
properties of drugs. He says : “ Women are, as a rule, more 
susceptible to the action of the drug than are men. I made 
some observations on women not suffering from angina pectoris 
with the view of determining their dose.” By this Dr. 
Murrell means not how much of the drug is necessary to 
produce curative results, but how much he can venture to 
give without actually poisoning the patient. This is the 
usual conception of the allopathic dose, as Dr. Cooper has 
pointed out. “ I found that 10 per cent, complained of the 
medicine when minim doses of the 1 per cent, were given, 
that on increasing the dose to 2 minims, 32 per cent, com¬ 
plained, and that more than half suffered from headache after 
taking 3 minims ”—whereat we suppose that 50 odd per cent, 
passed a hearty vote of thanks to their medical man. The 
little passage recalls to our recollection the case of another 
patient of Dr. Murrell’s, to whom he gave another Nitrite — 
Nitrite of Sodium —and who declined to take a second dose, 
when pressed by Dr. Murrell to do so, on the ground that he 
had a wife and family. 

* The Medical Annual and Practitioner's Index. A Work of Reference 
for Medical Practitioners. Fifteenth year, 1897. Bristol: John Wright 
& Co., Stone Bridge. London : Simpkin, Marshall, Hamilton, Kent & Co., 
Ltd. Pp. 722. 7s. 6d. net. 
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APPOINTMENTS, VACANCIES, REMOVALS, 

ETC. 


V We shall be happy to insert notices of appointments if gentlemen 
will be good enough to forward them to us, and also of posts vacant and 
likely to be vacant, on receiving information from secretaries or com¬ 
mittees. Under this heading also, we shall mention good openings for 
homeopathic practitioners and chemists. 

RBMOVAL. 

Dr. Samuel van den Berg he, Ghent, Belgium.—Dr. Samuel Van 
den Berghe has removed from Brussels and now resides at 10, Quai 
St. Georges, Ghent. 


OPENING. 

A Hertfordshire correspondent writes to say that he thinks his county is 
much neglected by young homeopathic doctors seeking a field. He thinks 
Hertford, Ware, and St. Albans worthy of attention. If our corre¬ 
spondent will refer to the Homeopathic Directory he will find that Dr. 
Lestock Reed is not very far from him at Thirlmere, St. Albans Road, 
Watford. 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS, NOTES 
AND QUERIES. 


*.• In this department we shall be happy to reply to any inquiries 
relating to homeopathy or to the matter of our magazine that our corre¬ 
spondents may like to address to us. We cannot, of course, undertake to 
give medical advice in particular cases, which is the business of a medical 
-attendant; but if our medical readers like to put queries to each other 
regarding points of practice or puzzling cases, we shall be happy to insert 
•queries and replies. 


Cra tcf.g us Ox ya c a nth a . 

Will you, or one of your correspondents, kindly say if the new heart 
medicine, Crataegus Oxyacantha, is made from the white hawthorn or the 
red; if the berry only is used, and what strength spirit the tincture is 
best made with ?—E. A. W. 

[We leave it to our pharmaceutists to reply to our correspondent.— 
Ed. H.W.] 

Shosy Shekob Bose, Dhurbunga, India.—We regret we cannot under¬ 
take to supply information which is to be found in the ordinary text-books 
on medicine. To reply to all your queries would entail the writing of a 
special treatise.—E d H. W. 


INFLUENZA. 

A correspondent asks us, in view of the recrudescence of the 
influenza epidemic, to devote an article to its treatment and manage- 
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ment. We must refer our correspondent to The Homeopathic World - 
for March and April, 1895, in which we have said most that there is 
to say on the subject. It is further dealt with in the last edition 
of the editor’s work, Cold-catching , Cold-preventing , Cold-curing . 
The only additional remark that we need make is to say that Dr. 
Cartier’s indication for Aviaire (30, every three or four hours) in the 
cough of influenza with affection of the apices, suspiciously like cases 
of tuberculosis, is a very good one. 




ARTHUR GUINNESS, M.D., F.R.C.S.I. 

In Dr. Guinness we lose one of our veteran practitioners.. 
In his early days he studied homeopathy under Dr. Curie. 
Having practised for many years at Cheltenham, Oxford, 
and other places, he was compelled by severe illness, some 
few years ago, to relinquish his practice at Oxford, when 
he returned to Cheltenham, where he had since been 
living in retirement. After a short illness, he passed 
away on March 9th, at the ripe age of 84. 

Mrs. Guinness soon followed her husband, having 
survived him only eleven days. 


W. H. BURT, M.D. 

A notable homeopath has passed away in the person 
of Dr. W. H. Burt, of Chicago. He died of apoplexy on 
January 29th at the age of sixty-one. His illness lasted 
only thirty hours, but six months previously he had had a 
first attack. We take the subjoined particulars of his 
interesting career from the Medical Visitor of March. 
Dr. Burt was elected Professor of Materia Medica at the 
National Medical College of Chicago in 1875 :— 

“ In Fredericton, Province of New Brunswick, Canada, 
February 25, 1836, Dr. Burt was born. He was the third son 
of a family of twelve. Upon him devolved the management of 
a farm, for his father died when he was a mere youth. His 
education was obtained in the common school of the province. 
His thirst for knowledge and his ability soon fitted him for 
teacher. The woods were full of medical plants, and the people 
had learned their value from the Indians, and all this he 
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absorbed. His bent for the healing art was early developed. 
He attended medical colleges in Philadelphia and Cleveland,, 
where he graduated when tw r enty-one years of age. He located 
first in Mount Clemens, Michigan, but soon removed to Lyons, 
Iowa, where the wTiter knew him as an enthusiastic prover of 
the American remedies. When the North-Western Provers' 
Union was organised in 1865, Dr. Burt was made an honorary 
member. He w r as a pioneer prover intent on learning the 
pathological or pathogenetic effects of the native indigenous 
plants. In New Remedies, by Dr. Hale, we find many original 
provings by Dr. Burt. His experiments upon animals were 
many and valuable. Dr. Burt was a bold experimenter, often 
taking as high as 150 drops of the tincture of a plant. Such 
“original researches ” in any other line or country would have 
made him famous. His experiments included extensive prov¬ 
ings upon himself with Esculus , Caulophylum , Collinsonia , 
Dioscorea , Erigeron , Hamamelis , Hydrastis , Iris , Lcptandra , 
Phytolacca, Pulsatilla mitt., Rhus venenatta , and Veratrum 
rir. Example is contagious. His little daughter, aged twenty- 
two months, got hold of his case one day and swallowed one- 
eighth of a drachm of Vcrat. vir. tinct., which promptly 
developed eclampsia. This involuntary proving has become 
a valuable guide in the selection of Verat. for convulsions in 
children. 

“Lincoln, Illinois, was his home for nine years. Here he 
enjoyed a large practice, making a good reputation as a 
surgeon. It was here that he collected facts about Ustilcujo 
madis too voluminous for the Neiv Remedies , and it was issued 
as a monograph. This was followed by pamphlets on that 
wonderful fungu9, the polyporus. He made provings of 
Cinchona , which, with much collected matter, made also a 
valuable monograph. 

“The interest in key-notes and characteristics was at its 
height about that time. These he collected, and, giving them a 
pathological basis, became the author of Characteristic Materia 
Medica (Boericke & Tafel), a w r ork that had a large sale, through 
two editions, becoming a text-book in all the homeopathic 
medical colleges.” 


Lippia Mexican a for Cough. —This agent has been before the pro¬ 
fession for several years. The specific indication given is a deep,, 
hoarse, ringing or barking chest cough, without expectoration, which 
some ladies have every winter. This remedy has permanently cured 
cases of this cough in from twelve to twenty days, that had lasted 
from four to seven winters. The dose recommended is from ten to 
thirty drops every two. three, or four hours .—(Chicago Medical Times), 
Horn. News. 
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GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


DRUG SUBSTITUTES. 

To the Editor of The Homeopathic Would. 

Dear Sir, —Among the increasing number of substitutes for 
homeopathic drugs, some of which we have drawn attention to 
from time to time in your pages, there now appears another 
which is doing duty for Teucrium Marum verum in both the 
English and German markets. 

This latest deputy can be best distinguished from the genuine 
•drug by its leaves, which, instead of being ovate generally, 
•entire, clear green above, and white and downy beneath, are 
linear-lanceolate, coarsely toothed and downy above and 
beneath. 

The plant also differs in odour and flavour from Teucrium 
Marum verum. 

Yours faithfully, 

E. Gould and Son. 

59, Moorgate Street, London, E.C., March 12, 1897. 


THE PRINCE OF WALES’S HOSPITAL SCHEME. 

To the Editor of The Homeopathic World. 

Sir, —Will you accord me space in your columns to draw 
the attention of your readers to certain probable consequences 
of the Prince of Wales’s Hospital Scheme ? The scheme, of 
course, is conceived in the most benevolent spirit, but what 
would its success involve ? That the governing bodies of the 
hospitals and their medical staffs would be placed in a position 
of even more irresponsible power than that which they occupy 
At present; and it is significant that even as it is, so many 
scandals have arisen that there is an increasing demand on the 
part of those who have looked closely into the matter for 
bringing the hospitals more under the jurisdiction of the public. 
The Hospital Fund, on the other hand, would entirely free the 
governing bodies from all necessity to consider public opinion 
at all, and we know that these bodies have been much harassed 
by unwelcome criticism of late. Therefore their dearest ambi¬ 
tion is, naturally, to stand in a position which will enable them 
to snap their fingers at popular feeling. 

Now, such a position of absolute power is one that no body 
.of men can enjoy with safety to those over whom it is exercised, 
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•or, for that matter, with safety to their own moral characters ; 
for the temptations to abuse it are overwhelming. In the case 
we are considering, these temptations are of an especially 
•dangerous and insidious kind. Medical men are presumably 
not more than human, and it is not necessary to take a par¬ 
ticularly harsh view of them in order to realise what I can only 
•call the insanity of placing at their mercy a number of poor, 
helpless, and ignorant people who are utterly without means 
of protest, even if they should know when their medical atten¬ 
dants are perhaps subjecting them to treatment for purposes 
other than the cure of their ailments. The doctor has his 
science as well as his patient to think of; he has his name and 
his living to make ; and if he is an ardent student the tempta¬ 
tion to swerve a little from the line of treatment best suited to 
the invalid, or to allow his recovery to be delayed for a time in 
order to glean a little wayside knowledge, must be overwhelm¬ 
ingly strong. And it would be so easy for the doctor to argue 
with himself that through a little pain and inconvenience to 
one patient he might save the lives of many, and, above all, 
make some discovery of value to science. But would the 
public give their money to hospitals if they knew that it might 
be supporting such practices? If they render the hospitals 
independent of their opinion by means of this fund, what hope 
have they of ever making an effective protest against such 
abuses, should there be reason to know or to fear that they 
•exist ? If this fund fulfil its object of paying off the debts of 
the hospitals, the governing bodies can treat all subsequent 
objections of the public to the use of hospital patients for 
experimental purposes with scientific scorn. They do so now, 
but not quite so openly as they will hereafter. Dr. De Watte- 
ville, who some years ago wrote in the Standard (November 
24,1883), urging that subscribers.should make the hospitals very 
•comfortable for patients, in order to compensate them for 
having to be used as clinical material (he uses the term 
“ corpora vilia ”), will, in time to come, have a large following; 
only then the question of comfort for the patients will be 
regarded as obsolete. The appeals will then be made for 
subscriptions solely on the ground that further medical know¬ 
ledge is urgently needed, and that the beds for experimental 
patients are insufficient. 

The trend of medical feeling is at present all in this direc¬ 
tion. Let us not forget the significant fact that a Bill to 
vivisect criminals was lately brought before the legislature of 
.an American state, and only thrown out by a small majority. 
The prevalence and awful nature of the vivisectional experi¬ 
ments in America on animals fully accounts for this natural 
progress of sentiment; but we must not forget that we our- 
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selves have animal vivisection in England, nay, in the medical 
schools attached to our very hospitals. I do not think that we 
can claim such radical superiority over the Americans as to- 
feel perfectly secure that similar education may not in course 
of time lead to similar results in ourselves. At any rate, it 
can scarcely be denied that the perpetual familiarity with the 
idea of torturing sentient creatures for scientific ends, and the 
sight of their suffering, must inevitably tend to make the idea 
of sacrificing one human being for the good of the many, or of 
science, seem less heinous and less terrible. As a significant 
sign that many people are alive to this danger, a society has 
lately been started whose sole object is the protection of hospital 
patients from such treatment. 

The matter is one of very grave public peril, and it is sad to 
think that our successors, perhaps fifty years hence, may have 
cause rather to curse than to bless the benevolent people who- 
are coming forward so liberally to support what they believe 
to be a scheme of widespread beneficence. 

This misfortune could perhaps even yet be averted if public 
meetings could be held, with the object of rousing attention to 
the subject, and of devising some means by which the public 
could safeguard their own rights. It ought to be possible to- 
take some precaution by which they could prevent their money 
being put to purposes of which they disapproved, and to protect 
from possible ill-treatment the poor and helpless who trust 
themselves within the doors of our hospitals. If only a power¬ 
ful enough protest could be made, and the issues rendered 
sufficiently plain, thousands of intending subscribers might be 
induced to give their donations only on condition that the fund 
should be administered by certain bodies in which the public 
could have representatives, and under certain restrictions which 
would entirely obviate the danger to which attention has been 
drawn. I believe that a public meeting with some such object 
in view is to be held in St. James's Hall before very long. 
Meanwhile no stone should be left unturned that may serve to 
bring the danger home to the general public. 

I am, Sir, yours truly, 

Mona Caird. 

Cassencary, Creetown, N.B. 


The Cough of Drosera. —Drosera is a reliable remedy for some 
cases of chronic cough, especially in those in which the cause is in 
the irritation of the cough centre at the base of the brain. It is not a 
remedy for gastric cough, but it has some influence upon the bronchial 
mucous membrane, and relieves bronchial irritation, respiratory dis¬ 
turbances, and even the distressing cough of phthisis pulmonalis.— 
(Eclectic Medical Journal) Horn. News. 
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Jaborandi in Erysipelas. —Dr. Duncan in the Medical Brief con¬ 
firms the experience of other writers in the use of this remedy. He 
says:— 

“ Recently I have been using this drug as a topical application in 
•erysipelas, with the most gratifying results to both myself and patients. 
In three cases it has aborted the disease, which was spreading rapidly. 
In every case its action has been prompt, and relief almost immediate. 
I use it by painting the parts with a brush or feather two to five times 
in twenty-four hours. Its first effect is a sharp smarting, which lasts 
but a moment, followed by the most agreeably soothing sensation. I 
have used it also with good results in other forms of irritation of the 
skin, bums, scalds, some forms of eczema and psoriasis.”— Horn. 
Neivs. 

Curb of Sarcoma in Algeria by Native Doctors. —Legrain 
{Bull, de VAcad. Med.) describes several cases of sarcoma which he 
had removed and examined histologically. These had been treated 
by native doctors, who applied a tar obtained from certain bushes in 
the Sahara district, among them juniper. In each case the sarcoma 
was entirely and permanently cured. The question arises whether 
the supposed sarcoma may not have been a tuberculous affection, as 
tar is especially efficacious in tuberculosis, while it has no effect on 
sarcoma, and it is not always easy to distinguish a sarcomatous from 
a tuberculous tumour. Legrain adds that epitheliomata are unknown 
in Algeria, except as they appear on a European. This may possibly 
be due to the vegetarian met without meat, and absolutely without 
pork. Vemeuil and Reclus asserted long ago that the herbivorous 
animals were much less liable to cancer than the carnivora, and they 
ascribe the six-fold increase in the number of cancers at their hospital 
during the last forty years to the increased consumption of meat by 
the labouring classes.— N. Y. M. T. 

Poisoning by Chloride of Barium. —Stem ( Zeitschr. f. Med. 
Beamte , July 1st, 1896) says that those engaged where this salt 
is employed in factories to prevent the incrustation of boilers, and in 
laboratories as a reagent for sulphuric acid, should be informed of its 
toxic property. A man, aged 56 years, drank by inadvertence some 
solution containing about 8.6 g (about ISO gr.) of the salt, and was at 
once affected by vomiting, diarrhea, and bv extreme weakness, and 
loss of voice ; an hour and a half afterwaras he was given solution of 
sulphate of soda, and after three hours one of sulphate of magnesia, 
in addition to oily emulsion and mucilaginous drinks. The first 
solution was partly rejected. He died from collapse ten hours after 
taking the poison. Post mortem on the fourth day the body was in 
advanced putrefaction, there were no signs of caustic action, but the 
fundus of the stomach, the kidneys, lungs, and vesical mucosa were 
much congested; about 0.158 g. of the chloride was recovered from 
the lungs and the heart with the blood in it.— Brit. Med. Jour. 

The Cause of Addison’s Disease. —Since this malady was first 
clearly defined as a pathological entity, its cause has continued a 
mystery, but the problem of its causation seems (Mod. Med.) to have 
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been recently solved by a discovery made at the Pathological Insti¬ 
tute of Berlin, viz., that a brown colouring matter, known as pyro- 
catechin, or brenzcatechin, is secreted or formed by the suprarenal 
capsules. Its production is confined to the medullary substance of 
the glands. This peculiar substance quickly turns brown by contact 
with the air, which explains the brown pigment present in Addison's 
disease. Investigation of its properties shows the pyrocatechin to be 
a poison, which leads to the natural conclusion that it maybe respon¬ 
sible not only for the pigmentation, but for the other symptoms- 
characteristic of Addison's disease.— N, Y, M. T . 

Erodium as a Hemostatic.— L. V. Komorovitch (Vratch : British 
Medical Journal) points to the powerful hemostatic effects of the- 
Erodium cicutarium (hemlock stork’s bill) in cases of metrorrhagia 
and menorrhagia. He tried this Bussian popular remedy in twenty- 
three cases, in twenty of which floodings were caused by metritis, in 
one by myoma, in one by cervical polypus, and in one by abortion. 
The remedy was always given internally in the form of a decoction 
(J ounce of the herb to six ounces of water), a tablespoonful every 
two hours. In all the patients the symptoms quickly subsided, even 
in those who had been previously treated by ergot and hydrastis 
canadensis without success. No accessory phenomena were ever 
observed, although in some cases the administration continued for 
several weeks. The erodium seems to exercise a direct tonic influence 
on the uterine muscular tissue, the organ growing distinctly firmer 
during the administration. In the case of cervical polypus the latter 
was found lying free in the vagina after two days’ use of the 
decoction— N. Y . M. T. 

Bennbt in Gangrene. —During the winter following the great fire 
in Chicago (says Dr. Gilman, in the Clinique) I attended a blacksmith 
whose feet had been frozen. Two or three surgeons had told him 
that as gangrene was beginning, amputation was the only means of 
saving his fife. When I first saw him the toes and a portion of the 
heels were gangrenous and apparently dead. The feet were the 
lighter or deeper shades of purple to the ankles, and rapidly following 
the same course as the toes. The patient expressed the determina¬ 
tion not to submit to amputation, stating he preferred death to 
mutilation. I had heard that calves’ rennet possessed a wonderful 
control in gangrenous conditions, and here, I thought, being relieved 
of all responsibility in the matter, was an excellent opportunity to 
test its efficacy. Accordingly fresh rennet was secured and applied 
daily to the diseased parts. The result was astonishing; the purple 
tissues rapidly resumed their normal colour, the black tissue becoming 
purple. Circulation was restored, and within two or three days the 
portions that had apparently been beyond all possibility of help pre¬ 
sented healthy granulating surfaces. The case recovered with the 
loss of the distal phalanx of the great toe of one foot only. Since 
that time I have used pepsin in one form or another for all conditions 
where there is incipient gangrenous degeneration, with thoroughly 
satisfactory results.— N. Y. M . T. 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



HOm AW U ^° rld ] MEDICAL AND SURGICAL WORKS. 191 


LONDON HOMEOPATHIC HOSPITAL, GREAT ORMOND STREET,. 
BLOOMSBURY. 

Hours of Attendance:— Medical (In-patients, 9.80; Out-patients, 
2.0), Daily; Surgical, Mondays, Tuesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays, 
2.0; Diseases of Women, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 2.0; 
Diseases of Skin, Thursdays, 2.0; Diseases of the Eye, Thursdays, 
2.0; Diseases of the Throat and Ear, Wednesdays, 2.0; Diseases 
of Children, Mondays and Thursdays. 9.0 a.m.; Operations, Tues¬ 
days, 2.80; Dental Cases, Thursdays, 9.0 a.m. 


MEDICAL AND SURGICAL WORKS PUBLISHED 
DURING THE PAST MONTH. 


American Text-Book of Prosthetic 
Dentistry (The). In Contributions 
by Eminent Authorities. Edit, by 
Charles J. Essig. Ulust. with 983 
Engravings. Royal 8vo, pp. 752. 

(Kimpton. Net, 26s.) 

Burnett (J. Compton). Organ Diseases 
of Women, notably Enlargements 
and Displacements of the Uterus 
and Sterility considered as Curable 
by Medicines. Fcap 8vo, pp. 156. 

(Homeopathic Publishing Company. 
2s. 6d.) 

Catechism Series. Anatomy: part 3, 
Head and Neck. 2nd ed. With 
Plates. Toxicology. Surgery: Part 4, 
Tumours, Diseases of Bones, 
Diseases of Joints. Crown 8vo, sd. 
(Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone. 
Each, Net, Is.) 

Clarke ( Fairlie) Manual of the Practice 
of Surgery. Revised and partly Re¬ 
written by Andrew Clark. 4th ed.. 
Illust. by 214 Engravings on Wood 
12mo, pp. 446. (Renshaw. 5s. 6d.) 

Fernie (W. T.). Herbal Simples Ap¬ 
proved for Modern Use of Cure. 
2nd ed. Cr. 8vo, pp. xxiii—651. 
(Wright, Bristol. Simpkin. 6s.) 

Gould (G. M.) and Pyle (W. L.) Anom¬ 
alies and Curiosities of Medicine. 
Being an Encyclopedic Collection 
of Rare and Extraordinary Cases, 
Ac., Ac. Roy. 8vo. (Rebman. 34s.) 

Hall (A. J.). Physiology Students' Note 
Book for the Laboratory. Part 1, 
Physiological Chemistry. 4to, bds. 
(Bailli6re. Net, 2s. 6d.) 

Imperial Health Manual (The). 
Being the Authorised English 
Edition of the Official Health 
Manual Issued by the Imperial 
Health Department of Germany. 
Edit, by Antony Roche. Cr. 8vo, 
bds., pp. 310. (Bailli6re. Net, 2s. 6d.) 

Marcet (William). A Contribution to 
the History of the Respiration of 
Man : Being the Croonian Lectures 
Delivered before the Royal College 
of Physicians in 1895. With Supple¬ 
mentary Considerations of the 
Methods of Inquiry and Analytical 
Results. Imp. 8vo, pp. 120 and 
Charts. (Churchill. 12s. 6d.) 


Meadows (Alfred) and Venn (Albert 
J.). A Manual of Midwifery. The 
4th ed.. Revised and Enlarged, and 
Illust. with 143 Wood Engravings. 
12mo, pp. 522. (Renshaw. 5s. 6d.) 
Medical Annual (The) and Prac¬ 
titioners’ Index: A Work of Refer¬ 
ence for Medical Practitioners, 1897. 
Illust. Cr. 8vo, pp. lxxv—728. (J. 

Wright, Bristol. Simpkin. Net, 
7s. 6a.) 

Napier (A. D. Leith). The Menopause 
and its Disorders. (With Chapters 
on Menstruation.) Roy. 8vo, pp. 
322. (Scientific Press. Net, 7s. 6d.) 
Neville (H ). The Student’s Handbook 
of Practical Fabric Structure. 8vo, 
pp. 244. (Simpkin. 6s.) 

Osborn (Samuel). Ambulance Lec¬ 
tures on Home Nursing and Hygiene. 
3rd ed., with Ulusts. 12mo, pp. 184. 
(H. K. Lewis. 2s.) 

Page (Herbert W.). Clinical Papers on 
surgical Subjects. Cr. 8vo, pp. 206. 
(Cassell. 5s.) 

Paget (Charles E.). Wasted Records of 
Disease. Cr. 8vo, pp. 92. (E. Arnold. 
2s. 6d.) 

Pye (Walter). Elementary Bandaging 
and Surgical Dressing, with Direc¬ 
tions Concerning the Immediate 
Treatment of Cases of Emergency. 
For the Use of Dressers and Nurses. 
Revised, and in Part Re-written, 
By G. Bellingham Smith. 7th ed. 
Illust. 32mo, pp. viii—218. (Wright, 
Bristol. Trfibner. 2s.) 

Rentoul (R. R.). The Causes and 
Treatment of Abortion. With an 
Introduction by Lawson Tait. 2 
Coloured Plates and 35 Engravings. 
8vo, pp. 288. (Bailli£re. 10s. 6d.) 
Ross(F. W. Forbes). Septic Conditions 
of the Infantile Alimentary Canal 
and their Treatment. 8vo, pp. 158. 
(Rebman. 7s.6d.» 

Swanzy (Henry R.). A Handbook of 
the Diseases of the Eye, and their 
Treatment. 6th ed. With Ulusts. 
Cr. 8vo, pp. 628. (H. K. Lewis. 12s. 6d.) 
Yearsley (Macleod). Injuries and 
Diseases of the Ear. Being Reprints 
of Papers on .Otology. Cr. 8vo, pp, 
48. (Rebman.* 2s.) 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



192 TO CONTRIBUTORS, ETC. [ Hom A^iJ ' 

TO CONTRIBUTORS AND CORRESPONDENTS- 


All literary matter, Reports of 
Hospitals, Dispensaries, Societies, 
and Books for Review, should be 
•sent to the Editor, Dr. Clarke, 
30, Clarges Street , W. 

All advertisements and business 
communications to be sent to the 
“Manager” of the Homeopathic 
Publishing Company, 12, Warwick 
Lane, Paternoster Row, London, 
E.C. 

Literary matter and corres¬ 
pondence should be sent to us not 
later than the 12th of each month. 
Proofs will be sent to contri¬ 
butors, who are requested to cor¬ 
rect the same and return to the 
Editor as early as possible. 

CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications received from 
Dr. Burnett, London; Dr. 
Ussher, Wandsworth ; Dr. 
Roberts, Dublin; Mr. Crespi, 
Darlington; E. J. H., Hertford; 
Messrs. E. Gould & Son, 
London; Mr. Joseph Collinson, 
Wolsingham; Dr. Dudgeon, 
London; Mr. J. Thurlow, High 
Wycombe; Dr. Stanley Wilde, 
Cheltenham ; Mrs. Mona Caird. 

BOOKS AND JOURNALS 
RECEIVED. 

Zoophilist. — Animals’ Friend. 
—Chemist and Druggist.—Horn. 
Review. — Allg. Horn. Zeit. — 
Med. Century.—La Homeopatia. 
—Herald Golden Age.—Medical 
Era.—Archiv. f. H.—Min. Horn. 
Mag.—Horn. Physician.—Hahn. 
Monthly. — N. Y. Med. Times.— 
L’Art Medical.—Pacific Coast J. 
of H.—H. Maandblad.—L’Art 
Medical—Med. Era.— J. Beige d’ 
Horn. — Amer. Homeop. — H. 
Monatsblatter.—H. Recorder.— 
Clinique.—New Eng. Med.Gaz.— 
Med. Monat. f. H.—Med. Visitor. 

: —Denver J. of H.—Healthy 
Life.—Rev. Horn. Fra^aise.— 


Maanedsckrift f. H. — Horn. 
Envoy.—Vaccination Inquirer.— 
Medical Annual,1897.—Doughly’s 
Genito-Urinary System. By G. 
P. Holden, M.D.—Organ Dis¬ 
eases of Women. By Dr. Burnett. 
—Annual Report Bournemouth 
Homeopathic Dispensaries. — 
Heart Repertory. By Dr. Clarke. 
—Herbal Simples, 2nd. ed. Dr. 
Femie. 

Homtopatlm: (fittorlb. 

CONTENTS OP MAR. NUMBER. 
Leading Article:— 

The Itch for Operating. 

News and Notes. 

Original Communications : 

The Homeopathic Treatment of 
African Malarial Fevers. By J. W. 
Hayward, M.D. 

Antimon. Crudum in Persistent 
Vomiting. By Alfred Heath, M.D. 
Remarks on “ Materia Medica ** Mom- 
chus (Musk). By Edward Mahony, 
M.R.C.8., L.6.A. 

Materia Medica Miscellany. By J. R. 
P. Lambert, M.D. 

The Abuse of Eucalyptus. By Fredk. 

Kopp, Greenwich, N.8.W. 

Styrapics. 

Society’s Meeting: 

British Homeopathic Society. 

I Institutions : 

I London Homeopathic Hospital Skat¬ 
ing Festival. 

Sussex County Homeopathic Dispen¬ 
sary. 

Leaf Homeopathic Cottage Hospital 
Report. 

Leeds Homeopathic Dispensary. 
Croydon Homeopathic Dispensary 
Report for 1896. 

Extracts : 

The Significance of South African 
Unrest. 

Volant Parasites in the Bowel. 
Reviews: 

Transactions of the International 
Homeopathic Congress, 1896. 

Samuel Hahnemann. 

Nervous Diseases. 

The Permanence of the Cure of Con¬ 
sumption. 

Literary Announcements. 

General Correspondence: 
International Homeopathic Congress. 
Bocnninghausen's Therapeutic Pocket- 
Book. 

The Stamping Out of Rabies. 

Plantago Major and Plantago Media. 
Homeopathic Grass-Medicines. 

The Climate of Bude. 

Varieties. 

Medical and Surgical Works. 

To Contributors and Correspon¬ 
dents. 


Digitized by LjOOQle 





"“■^'■vrvKsr 

Snh ° o1 of 


THE 

HOMEOPATHIC WORLD. 


MAY 1, 1897. 


A PORTENTOUS SNUB. 

We have never pretended to have much respect for 
the judicial impartiality of the General Medical Council. 
This is far from saying that the Council has not done 
excellent work in some directions; but, regarded as a 
judicial tribunal, we cannot help feeling that it is a 
monstrosity. While exercising the functions of judge 
and jury combined, it is to a large extent an embodiment 
of professional trades unionism, professional prejudices, 
and animosities. In many instances, we are convinced, 
it has been saved from having its judgments reversed 
only by the limited means of those whom it has perse¬ 
cuted. We need only refer to the case of Mr. Theobald, 
whose ill-treatment by the medical authorities is well 
known to our readers. 

But at last a check has come. The General Medical 
Council recently found itself in a position to practically 
disfranchise one of the licensing bodies — to wit, the 
Apothecaries’ Hall of Ireland. We have not space to 
go into the particular question at issue, but, in brief, 
it is something like this. The Hall has been dependent 
on the Irish College of Surgeons for two examiners in 
surgery. The College, having severed its connection with 
the Hall, the latter asked the General Medical Council to 
exercise its powers in appointing two. The Council, think¬ 
ing this a good opportunity of lessening the number of 
qualifying bodies by one—and that an unpopular one— 
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refused the request. The Hall appealed to the Privy 
Council, which is the authority over the General Medical 
Council, and represents the nation and national authority 
controlling the medical profession. The Privy Council 
advised the Hall to repeat its request to the Medical 
Council, asking them to reconsider their decision. The 
Medical Council responded by confirming their refusal, 
only two members voting against it. We leave our con¬ 
temporary the Medical Press (April 14th) to tell the rest 
of the story in its own words:— 

On Friday last the news was received in Dublin that the 
Privy Council had responded to the appeal of the “ Hall,” and 
granted to it the additional examiners in surgery asked for to 
enable the “ Hall ” to carry on its examinations as an indepen¬ 
dent medico-chirurgical licensing corporation. The terms of 
the communication from the Privy Council appeared to us to 
be of so much importance, this being a unique occasion for the 
exercise of its authority, that we have thought it well to publish 
the ipsissima verba , which are as follows :— 

“ Privy Council Office, Whitehall, 

“ April 8,1897. 

“ Sir, —With reference to the further hearing, on the 22nd ult., by the 
Committee of the Lords of the Council, of the appeal of the Apothe¬ 
caries’ Hall of Ireland, againt the decision of the General Medical 
Council, not to appoint assistant examiners under the provisions of 
the Medical Act of 1886,1 am directed by the Lords of the Council to 
transmit to you, to be laid before the Council of the Apothecaries’ 
Hall of Ireland, the accompanying copy of an order of council, dated 
22nd of March, 1897, notifying the opinion of their lordships that 
occasion has arisen for the General Medical Council to appoint 
assistant examiners in surgery under the Medical Act of 1886, for the 
purpose of qualifying examinations to be held by the Apothecaries’ 
Hall of Ireland, and directing the General Medical Council to appoint 
examiners accordingly. 

“ I have to add that the Order has been forwarded to the General 
Medical Council. 

“ I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

“ Charles Lennox Peel.” 


Order. 

At the Council Chamber, Whitehall, the 22nd day of March, 1897. 
By the Lords of Her Majesty’s Most Honourable Privy Council. 
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Present: The Lord President, Lord Macnaghten, Lord James of 
Hereford, Lord Rathmore. 

Whereas, by Sec. 5 of the Medical Act, it is amongst other things, 
provided: 

(Here the Section is quoted.) 

And whereas the Apothecaries’ Hall of Ireland is a Medical Cor¬ 
poration within the meaning of the Medical Act of 1886. 

And whereas, in the year 1895, the Apothecaries’ Hall of Ireland 
represented to the General Medical Council that it had used its best 
endeavours to enter into such combination as is contemplated by the 
Medical Act of 1886, and was unable to do so, and it petitioned the 
General Council to appoint two examiners in surgery, but the General 
Council declined to comply with such petition. 

And whereas, by Sec. 19 of the Medical Act, 1886, it is provided : 

(Here the Section is quoted.) 

And whereas the Apothecaries’ Hall of Ireland appealed to the 
Privy Council against the decision of the General Council, and their 
Lordships, on the 11th of May, 1896, having heard counsel on behalf of 
the Apothecaries’ Hall, adjourned the hearing in order that the Apothe¬ 
caries’ Hall might make a further representation to the General 
Council, and the General Council, if it thought fit, might reconsider 
its decision. 

And whereas the General Council, having reoonsidered the matter, 
has determined to abide by its former decision, and the Apothecaries’ 
Hall has requested the Privy Council to resume the hearing of the 
case. 

Now therefore their Lordships, having heard counsel on behalf 
of the Apothecaries’ Hall and on behalf of the General Council, do 
notify their opinion to the General Council that occasion has arisen 
for the General Council to appoint assistant examiners in surgery under 
the Medical Act of 1886, for the purpose of qualifying examinations to 
be held by the Apothecaries’ Hall of Ireland, and accordingly, in 
pursuance of the provisions of Sec. 19 of the Medical Act, 1886, the 
General Council is hereby directed to appoint such examiners. 

C. L. Peel. 

For the present we shall not comment upon this portentous 
document further than to remark that it is a new departure, 
which may materially alter the relations between the General 
Medical Council and the licensing bodies. Heretofore it has 
been the accepted theory that the General Medical Council is 
omnipotent on all matters of medical education and licensing 
and its pontifical pronouncements have been accepted by 
qualifying bodies with servile pusillanimity. Even upon such 
small matters as dental apprenticeships and preliminary ex- 
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animations, the licensing bodies have not dared to assert them¬ 
selves, no matter how unjust the proceedings of the Council 
might be, and its almighty powers have been brought out on all 
occasions to overawe dissentients, and to impose the will of the 
Council, whether righteous or not, or whether legal or not. 
That the General Medical Council should have been stripped 
of its armour, and by so friendless a body as the Apothecaries’ 
Hall of Ireland, is, certainly, a new and surprising experience. 
We glory in the proof that autocracy and, we will add, personal 
cliqueism, in the General Medical Council have got a heavy 
fall. A judicial body which makes itself the tool of an interes¬ 
ted party deserves no better fate, and, in the interests of the 
profession and the medical corporations, we hail the decision 
of the Privy Council as occasion for an appropriate Jubilee 
celebration. 

We concur entirely with the satisfaction expressed by 
our contemporary, and we have been not a little amused 
by the remarks of other journals on the matter. The 
British Medical Journal regrets very much that the 
Council, with which it is in general sympathy, should have 
brought upon itself this snub, which, “ unless judiciously 
handled, may seriously interfere with the prestige of the 
Council/* The only satisfaction it has in the matter is 
that of “ We told you so ”:—on more than one occasion 
it warned the Council of the danger they were running in 
refusing to act on the Privy Council's first hint. 

The Lancet is more hurt than angry. Here is the 
conclusion of its article. 

“ That four gentlemen, however eminent in statesmanship or law, 
should have such power over a medical body of thirty members, 
representing the profession and all its corporations, the universities, 
and the Crown, is indeed a serious fact, and one which will not readily 
be understood by the public or the medical profession. The General 
Medical Council, as a non-legal body, naturally sees in the words ( if 
they see fit ’ a certain discretion as to its function of appointing 
additional examiners. But the judgment of their lordships seems to 
abolish all discretion in the matter. It is time, in the interest of 
common sense, that either these words should cease to be used in 
the Acts of Parliament or that they should be allowed their natural 
meaning. 
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“ Meanwhile it seems to us to be a very regrettable matter that the 
General Medical Council, which may surely at least be credited with 
a desire to act in this respect with a due regard to the best interests 
of both the medical profession and the public, should have received 
such a rebuff at the hands of the Privy Council.” 

If the Medical Council were superior to law, as the 
Lancet imagines it ought to be, the avowed practice of 
homeopathy would soon be scheduled as “infamous 
conduct.” Perhaps this gentle reminder from the Privy 
Council will save us from the necessity of forming a new 
Medical Protection Society to defend its members against 
the arbitrary action of the medical parliament. 


REFORMED TUBERCULIN. 

In another part of our issue will be. found an abstract 
of Dr. Koch’s latest researches in regard to his somewhat 
too well-known “Consumption Cure.” It is not a little 
amusing to read the remarks of the medical journals on 
the announcement that Dr. Koch has at last succeeded 
in manufacturing a tuberculin that will refrain from 
killing and at the same time will occasionally cure. 
“ Once bit, twice shy,” is the attitude they all take up. 
“The signs are very promising,” but time must show 
what is the true value of “ Reformed Tuberculin ” (if we 
may be allowed so to expand Dr. Koch’s designation of 
“Tuberculin R.”). Such is the gist of the journals’ 
comments, and the result is—no express trains are laid on 
to Berlin to meet a rush of doctors such as occurred seven 
years ago. For one thing, the remedy is no longer a 
secret, and perhaps for that reason Lord Lister has had 
nothing to say in its favour this time. In any case, 
neither doctors nor patients have excited themselves very 
much over the Reformed article as they did over the 
Unreformed. 

It will be remembered that the latter consisted of 
a glycerine extract of a culture of tubercle bacilli filtered 
through porcelain so as to separate the bacilli,.and with 
a small quantity of carbolic acid added. Reformed Tuber- 
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culin is manufactured in this way: Recent cultures of 
bacilli of the most virulent kind are dried, then triturated 
in an agate mortar till they are nearly all broken up, those 
remaining entire being got rid of by dissolving the mass 
in distilled water, and treating the solution in a powerful 
centrifugal machine. On allowing to stand, an upper 
stratum containing no bacilli appears, and a lower 
colloid sediment, “ Tuberculin R.,” containing a few 
bacilli. The drying, pulverising, and centrifugalising 
process is repeated till the last bacillus is destroyed, 
and the solution becomes perfectly transparent. 

It will thus be seen that TR. is a trituration of the 
tubercle bacilli themselves, reduced to such fine dimen¬ 
sions as to render them entirely soluble. Herein Dr. 
Koch appears to have followed the homeopathic method 
in his preparation, as .he has already adopted homeo¬ 
pathy as his fundamental principle. And when we come 
to the dose, his plagiarism is even more apparent. TR. 
is mixed with a weak solution of common salt before 
injection, and the initial dose is ^> 0 th of a milligramme , 
i.e. y about *00003 of a grain!—that is to say, somewhere 
between the 2nd and 3rd homeopathic centesimal attenua¬ 
tions ! Having begun with injections of this strength, 
he gradually increases the quantity till it reaches 20 
millegrammes—that is, somewhat less than a third of a 
grain. It will be remembered that Dr. Koch’s contention 
in regard to his original “ lymph ” was that it was neces¬ 
sary to produce reaction in order to obtain beneficial results. 
It will also be noted that Dr. Burnett and others who 
used Tuberculin before and after Koch demonstrated that 
it was not only unnecessary but positively dangerous to 
give Tuberculin in such a way as to produce reaction; 
and, in fact, nothing was more effectual in giving the 
death-blow to the treatment than this self-same reaction. 
Thus once again Koch comes into line with the homeo¬ 
paths. His object has been to get rid of the reaction, and 
Reformed Tuberculin in 5x. strength is the result he has 
arrived at. 
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Dr. Koch has used the tuberculin in a large number of 
cases, and he specially mentions cases of lupus as having 
been benefited. Singularly enough, it was just cases of 
this disease that were most markedly relieved by the first 
tuberculin, with the difference that in those cases the 
reaction was excessive and was supposed to be necessary, 
whereas TR. relieves with almost imperceptible reaction. 
But homeopaths very soon discovered that Dr. Koch’s 
original Tuberculin cured lupus in the 200th potencies 
and higher without reaction. 

Taught by former experience, Dr. Koch is anything 
but Koch-sure about “ cures ” with his Reformed Tuber¬ 
culin. The one thing he is Koch-sure about is that it 
is the best possible thing in tuberculins that has ever 
been or will ever be produced. There is a suggestion 
of his imperial master in the almightiness of this 
utterance which does not commend itself to all his pro¬ 
fessional brethren. Dr. Hans Buchner, of Munich, in 
a laudatory article on the subject cannot refrain from 
criticising this statement. The Berlin correspondent of 
the British Medical Journal (April 17th) quotes from Dr. 
Buchner’s article, and we will conclude with an extract 
relating to this point:— 

“In this way his new tuberculin was prepared, which thus contains 
the constituent contents of the tubercle bacillus tolerably unchanged, 
and may therefore, in all probability, be expected to induce immuni ty 
against tuberculosis, and thus act as a curative. ... I could conclude 
with this [adds Professor Buchner], if Koch had not closed his 
communication with the words that it seemed to him certain that the 
preparation—that is, tuberculin—could not be further improved. 
Against this allegation I must demur until a method has been 
sufficiently tried which has been worked out in the Munich Hygienic 
Institute, with a view to obtaining the constituent contents of the 
cells of the lower fungi and of bacteria cells. ... As early as 1893 
my brother, Professor Eduard Buchner (Tiibingen) and I had suc¬ 
ceeded in breaking up bacteria cells mechanically by pulverisation in 
order to obtain the substances contained in them unchanged, that is, 
our method was then essentially the same as that which Koch uses 
at present for the production of his new tuberculin. However, our 
method of 1893 did not seem to us the ideal to be reached. We tried 
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to improve it, and eventually succeeded in doing so by preliminary 
pulverisation of microscopic cells, and then squeezing out the contents 
under a pressure of 400 to 500 atmospheres. This new method, 
which was published in January of this year, immediately proved its 
superiority over the previous ones by the discovery (my brother’s) of 
zymose, the substance contained in the yeast cell as the active 
principle of fermentation. At the same time the new method was 
employed in the Munich Hygienic Institute in order to obtain the 
cell fluid of bacteria, and Messrs. Halm and Bulling are engaged in 
therapeutic experiments with extract of tubercle bacilli thus obtained, 
which, however, naturally require a long period of time for com¬ 
pletion. As in Koch’s method, the living tubercle bacilli have first 
to be dried, then finely ground down, and then treated by water, his 
proceeding is more round-about, more disturbing chemically, and, 
besides, much more dangerous for the person employing it than ours, 
in which the living tubercle bacilli are pulverised in their damp 
condition by aid of fossil meal and fine sand, and then squeezed 
out directly in their damp, that is, non-pulverised, condition. 

Though it is not likely that TK. will show any great 
difference in action from the other tubercle nosodes, still 
it will be wise for homeopaths to obtain it in the 30th 
and upwards for proving and clinical use. As Aviaire 
differs from Bacillinum , so TB. will probably differ from 
both, and it remains for homeopaths to determine 
wherein the different indications consist. 


Hyperchlorhydria — Cale.-c. and Phos .—This form of dyspepsia 
seeming now to have been well established as a reality, we must look 
for its remedies. Dr. Coumont of Venders makes a contribution to 
the subject by relating a case cured by Calc . carb. 6 and Phosphorus 
6 in alternation. A subsequent relapse was speedily checked by the 
same medicines.— Joum. Beige d'Homoeopathic , November-December 
(/. B. H. S .). 

Niccolum in Migraine. —Dr. H. Moser has a paper on the treat¬ 
ment of this malady. His experience is that one can never hope to 
cure a case without getting the patient to give up coffee entirely; that 
sanguinaria and iris are the leading remedies; and that niccolum, 
when indicated, “ will surprise.” Its pain is most severe in the fore¬ 
noon, from ten to eleven, and may be so intense that the patient cries 
out in anguish. It occurs first on the left side, then possibly jumps 
over to the right. In the evening it subsides.— Amer. Homoeopathist , 
February 15th (J. B. H. S.). 
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The London Homeopathic Hospital and the 
Prince of Wales’s Fund. 

We are glad to see that the London Homeopathic 
Hospital has decided to have a Diamond Jubilee collec¬ 
tion on its own account. We do not see why loyal 
homeopaths should not send their shillings or guineas 
direct to Mr. Cross instead of to the Daily Telegraph , and 
we advise them to express their thankfulness in the 
former way. On Wednesday, May 26th, there is to be 
a Victorian Commemoration Banquet in the Victoria 
Hall, Hotel Cecil. We trust it may be as lively as the 
International gathering in the same place last year. 


The Death of the Queen’s Father. 

Apropos of the coming Jubilee celebration, a corre¬ 
spondent has sent us an extract from the Life of Queen 
Victoria , published in Lloyd's News on September 20th 
last. As it is an admirable specimen of the euthanasia 
practised by the faculty in the early part of the century, 
before Hahnemann’s work banished it from civilised 
medical practice, we reproduce the passage here:— 

“ Towards the middle of January the Duke of Kent had caught a 
severe cold, and was advised by his physician to give up for a time 
the long walks he was accustomed to take in afi weathers. This, 
however, he refused to do, and, being very careless in regard to his 
health generally, the cold grew worse. On the 20th of January he 
went out in a cold rain, and on his return to Woolbrook, regardless of 
the fact that his clothes and feet were damp, he went straight to the 
nursery and played with the little princess for upwards of an hour. 
In the evening he was taken seriously ill with inflammation of the 
lungs. The doctors prescribed large quantities of Calomel and 
Antimony , and, bleeding being greatly believed in, took no less than 
120 ounces of blood from his veins. One can scarcely wonder, there¬ 
fore, that the patient did not rally, but expired two days afterwards, on 
the evening of Sunday, January 28, 1820.” 


The Directory . 

Our readers will be interested to learn that the 
Homeopathic Directory has been very well received by 
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our contemporaries over the water. The Medical Visitor 
of March says of it:— 

“ British, Colonial , and Continental Homeopathic Medical Direc¬ 
tory, 1897, edited by a member of the British Homeopathic Society, 
with the collaboration of Dr. Alex Villers, corresponding member of 
the British Homeopathic Society. Published by the Homeopathic 
Publishing Co., 12, Warwick Lane, London, England. A very useful 
little volume, containing the names and addresses of all homeopathic 
physicians and chemists. Price 50 cents. Orders for it may be sent 
to the Medical Visitor .” 

The Homeopathic Recorder says:— 

“ The third edition of this most useful little directory is a consider¬ 
able improvement on its predecessors, both in accuracy and fulness. 
It is practically a directory of all the homeopathic physicians in the 
world save those of North and South America, though of these the 
Canadian list is given.” 


Antipyrine or Influenza. 

In the Westminster Gazette of April 8th was a very 
necessary note on the risks of over-dosing influenza 
patients with Antipyrine :— 

“A Danger of the Influenza Scare. 

“ A correspondent writes warning sufferers from influenza against 
the indiscriminate use of Antipyrine. He says: ‘ My physician, a 
distinguished man, told me only this morning that he ascribed the 
great death-rate from influenza in France to the careless use of Anti¬ 
pyrine. It seems there is a lotion, the name of which I forget, largely 
composed of Antipyrine, which French people have ready against the 
malady. If they take small doses it will not do much harm. But 
they are not content with small doses when they have influenza, and 
it kills them.’ Death of course is then erroneously ascribed to 
influenza, the fact being that * they die of their medicines.” 

We have no doubt whatever that if influenza has slain 
its thousands, Antipyrine and its kindred have slain their 
tens of thousands. 


Life on the Two “ Pathies.” 

The Homeopathic Envoy of April quotes from Life, the 
leading satirical journal of the United States, the sub¬ 
joined passage, which shows how far America is ahead 
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of us in the courage of its ideas. Only imagine our 
Punch daring to tilt against established ignorance in this 
fashion :— 

Hom. Or Al. 

The New England Medical Monthly , in answer to a statement in 
Life's columns, asks: 

By the way, does Life really know of any surgeon who removes the 
appendix on general principles ? 

Life does. 

Dr. -, of New York, than whom no allopath in this city is 

oftener named in this connection, advocates the removal of the 
appendix from children when fifteen days old. 

Dr. -, one of the most swollen of swell old-school doctors in 

this city, was recently operating before students. He was at work in 
the abdominal cavity. Coming to the appendix, he said : “ This is of 
no use to the patient; it may be of harm. While we are here we 
might as well remove it, and insure against future trouble.’* It was 
perfectly healthy. He removed it. 

Our esteemed contemporary then quotes us—for our demolition, 
of course: 

“ The joke of it is that during all this reign of blood and terror the 
homeopaths, it appears, have been quietly treating it (appendicitis) 
medicinally, seldom operating and rarely losing a case.” 

Just how “ rarely ” is not stated, but we will supply the information 
by saying that the proportion of fatal cases under any sort of medical 
treatment has been shown to be something over 25 per cent, from 
causes which cannot be reached by medical treatment—concretions, 
tuberculosis, empyema, abscess, &c. The death-rate of appendicitis 
under the best surgical treatment has been shown to be less than 
1 per cent., or almost no death-rate at all. 

Lack of space prevents our indulgence in lengthy details, but we 
will mention one homeopath, who has practised in this city twenty-five 
years, seeing his due share of appendicitis cases in his own practice, 
besides those brought to his notice by fellow-practitioners—he being 
a surgeon with college and hospital standing. He has never lost 
a case and never failed to cure a case, whether primary or recurrent, 
with strict homeopathic prescribing. 

Other veterans tell the same story. Occasionally, at very long 
intervals, a patient is lost. The percentage of deaths among these 
homeopaths is not 25 per cent.—one quarter of 1 per cent, would be 
a liberal estimate. We regret that our esteemed contemporary should 
“ give way ” the allopath in this thoughtless manner, but that 25 per 
cent, must refer to practice other than homeopathic. 

By the way, where shall we tabulate the cases mentioned every day 
in the daily press of eminent men who are operated upon, and die in 
a day or two ? Probably not included in the “ less than 1 per cent.” 

While not the advocate of any school, Life is still unable to resist 
the belief that those who are really attached to their appendix—in 
any sense—will find the safest ana most comfortable travelling on 
the homeopathic highway. 

All the guide-posts points in that direction. 
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Medical Education and Examinations. 

Professor Campbell Black follows up the case 
against the modem tendency of medical education in 
the following letter, which appeared in the British 
Medical Journal of April 17th:— 

“PHYSIOLOGICAL FACTS AT EXAMINATIONS. 

“ Sir,—Mr. Holmes has opportunely called attention in unequivocal 
language in a recent number of the British Medical Journal to the 
above question, and all who have any experience of the matter 
must cordially agree with him. Many of the questions put at our 
Examining Boards are no test whatever of the knowledge of the 
candidate in the general principles of the science of medicine. 
Especially is this the case in the departments of physiology and 
pathology. At one of the Scotch Boards the other day one of my 
own students was asked “ the difference between the connective 
tissue of the cortical portion of the kidney and that of the 
medullary.” How many medical men in Great Britain, including 
teachers, could say whether there is any difference ? What test 
would their ignorance on this point be of their general culture ? 
and what earthly bearing has such a question on the scientific 
practice of medicine or surgery ?—I am, &c., 

“ D. Campbell Black.” 


Calc. phos. and Staphisag. in Osteitis Deformans. —On January 
20, 1896, a boy aged 10 was brought to me. He was pale, emaciated, 
walked with his body bent forwards. The aims and head seemed 
larger than normal, there was curvature of the limbs with the con¬ 
cavity inwards. His expression was sad ; his mucous membranes 
completely discoloured. When a child he had manifested all the signs 
of scrofula, especially cicatrices in the neck. For two years he had 
suffered from pains in the head and extremities, which were not 
relieved by any medicine, and a few months later the deformity com¬ 
menced, and the pains increased and his intelligence was affected. 
He had undergone all sorts of medical treatment without any good 
effect, and at last he was brought to me to try what homeopathy 
would do for him. I prescribed calc. phos. 8x trit. three times a day, 
and staphisagria every two hours when the pains were bad. I saw 
him again in a fortnight. His appearance was quite altered. He 
walked more upright, the curvature of the legs was less marked, he 
had gained flesh, and the skin and the mucous membranes were less 
pale. He had only required the staph, for the pains one day. I con¬ 
tinued the same medicine for five months, at tne expiry of which he 
was completely transfigured, and had only slight marks of the disease 
he had suffered from.—J. Giro Savail, Bevista Homeopatica , vii. 325 
(J. B. H. S.). 
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POISONOUS INSECTS OF SOUTH AFRICA. 
LIVINGSTONE ON NATIVE HOMEOPATHY. 

A correspondent has sent us some abstracts and 
extracts from Dr. Livingstone’s Missionary Travels in 
South Africa (Edit. 1857, John Murray), which we have 
no doubt will interest our readers. 


N’gwa (p. 170). 

Bushmen use. poisoned arrows. The poison is made 
from the entrails of N’gwa , a caterpillar half an inch 
long. They squeeze out the entrails, place them round 
the bottom of a barb, and dry in the sun. Bushmen are 
careful in cleaning their nails after working with the 

K ison, as a small portion introduced into a scratch acts 
:e morbid matter in dissection wounds. The agony is 
so great that a person cuts himself, calls for his mother’s 
breast as though a child again, or flies from human habi¬ 
tations a raging maniac. The effects on the lion are 
equally terrible. 

Busmen have a reputation for curing the effects of 
this poison. They said, when asked, that they administer 
the caterpillar itself in combination with fat, they also 
rub fat into the wounds, saying, “ The N’gwa wants fat, 
and when it does not find it in the body, kills the man ; 
we give it what it wants and it is content ”—a reason 
which will commend itself to the enlightened among 
ourselves. 


Other Poisons. 

Bushmen also use as poison milky juice of the tree 
Euphorbia (U. arborescens) . A quantity mixed with 
water in a pond will cause a whole herd of zebras to fall 
dead from the effects of the poison before they have 
moved away two miles. On men and oxen this poison 
acts as a drastic purgative only. In some places the 
venom of serpents and a certain bulb (Amaryllis toxi- 
caria) are added to increase the virulence. - 
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Poison of Tampan or Corapato. 

“ We heard frightful accounts of the tampan (a large 
species of mite,” says Mr. Westwood, “ closely allied to 
the poisonous bug, so called, of Persia ( Argos reflexus ), 
respecting which such marvellous accounts have been 
recorded, and which the statements respecting the cara- 
pato or tampan would partially confirm”). Mr. West- 
wood thinks that the poison-yielding larvae called N’gwa 
is a “ species of chiysomelidae. The larvae of the British 
species of that family exude a fetid, yellow, thickish fluid 
when alarmed, but he has not heard that any of them are 
at all poisonous. 


Cure of Tampan Bite. 

Bite of tampan is more especially dangerous to strangers, 
as it sometimes causes fatal fever. 

Dr. Livingstone adds : “It may please our homeopathic 
friends to hear that in curing the bite of the tampan the 
natives administer one of the insects bruised in the medicine 
employed." 

On this our correspondent makes the following pertinent 
remarks : This latter tribe is the Banyai, then inhabiting 
(as I find by map) the southern bank of Zambesi, inland 
from T&te—an extensive country. The Banyai are, there¬ 
fore, quite distinct from the Bushmen, who cure N’gwa 
poison by giving the N’gwa. 

Thus we find that two distinct tribes— 14 the Bushmen,” 
a dwarfish, aboriginal race of low T development, and the 
Banyai, a very fine race (physically), tall and well-pro¬ 
portioned—practise homeopathy according to their lights. 
Both races are aboriginal. 

On p. 383 of Livingstone’s book there is another note 
on the effects of tampan bite: “The effects of tampan 
bite are a tingling sensation of mingled pain and itching 
which ascends the limb ( toes are generally bitten) until 
the poison reaches the abdomen, and then it causes violent 
vomiting and purging. When these effects do not follow 
fever sets in.” 

Livingstone had the tingling sensation for a week after 
being bitten. 
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MATERIA MEDICA MISCELLANY. 

By J. R. P. Lam best, M.D. 

Carbolic Acid in Cholera a)td Diabetes. —Dr. Ghosh has 
recorded a very interesting and instructive case of a man, 
35 years of age, who was suffering from vomiting and 
profuse purging with rice-water stools, great thirst for 
large quantities of water, restlessness and prostration, but 
not in proportion to the amount of vomiting and purging; 
the extremities were very cold and the skin of the fingers 
wrinkled; no pulsation perceptible at wrist nor over 
axillary artery ; there were occasional cramps in hands 
and legs, and urine had been suppressed since the first 
stool. Veratrum Alb. seemed indicated and was tried in 
12x, 30, and 6x potencies, but with no benefit; Carbolic 
Acid 6x, a drop every hour was then given. After the third 
dose he passed a semi-consistent stool; three hours later 
about an ounce of dark urine. Then for six hours no stool 
nor urine, though there was urging for both. The 12th 
potency was then given every three hours. After six 
doses passed a large fecal stool, a quantity of urine with 
no smell nor colour. No more medicine given. Two 
days later the patient said he had diabetes, but it had been 
much better since attack of cholera. A week before the 
urine had sp. gr. 1,040; it was then only 1,020. To test 
this no medicine was given, and in fifteen days sp. gr. 
was 1,044, whereupon Ac. Carb. 12x was ordered, with 
some improvement in a week. The 6x. was then given 
twice daily for a w r eek with great improvement. It was 
continued once daily for a week, with no restrictions as to 
diet, which consisted of rice, bread, vegetables, meat, 
butter, milk, &c. Eight months later, during which time 
no medicine was taken, urine had sp. gr. 1,015 and 
no trace of sugar, and a year later he was still quite well. 

Dr. Ghosh adds that in cholera Carbolic Add is our 
grand remedy when Verat. Alb. seems indicated and 
does no good. He has used it in a number of cases and 
not lost one.— Horn. Recorder. 

Stannum for Asthma with Albuminuria .—Dr. A. 
ViUers has recorded the following instructive case, which 
he was called a distance to see. A man, aged 48, had for 
two years suffered from attacks of asthma, which occurred 
chiefly on going to bed. He found dilatation of the right 
ventricle, and 0*7 per cent, of albumen in the urine, and 
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there had been attacks of anemia of more or less import¬ 
ance. He had not time to examine the urinary deposit. 
He found the asthmatic attacks had a peculiar slow 
augmentation. If it began when lying down, sitting up 
did not prevent the slow increase of the attack, which, 
when once commenced, followed a slow, ascending course 
and then slowly descended. He gave Stannum 30, there 
being no contra-indication. The success was surprising. 
In twenty-four hours he w r as able to remain lying much 
longer than before, and eight days later the patient’s 
physician wrote that the attacks of asthma and the 
albumen had completely disappeared; the patient 
remained for four years free from asthma, though the 
renal stasis visibly increased. The treatment was not 
continued all this time.— Univ. Horn. Annual . 

Chelidonium in Rheumatism. —The following case, 
published in the Denver Journal of Horn ., is well worthy 
of perusal. A girl aged six, in the third week of a slow, 
remittent fever, was suddenly taken with severe rheu¬ 
matic pains in her ankles and feet. The skin became 
hard, somewhat reddened about the inner ankles, and the 
feet considerably swollen and extended. The slightest 
movement or touch extracted screams of pain, from which 
the only relief was from constant ablution in hot water. 
A poultice was tried, but it was necessary to return to the 
hot water. There was no pain elsewhere beside a little 
rheumatic pain in the neck and slight pain over the 
bladder. There was no appearance of jaundice or any 
great disturbance of the alimentary tract. The tempera¬ 
ture was about 100, and pulse 112; urine loaded with urates. 
For three days she wejit from bad to worse, the paroxysms 
of pain becoming more frequent and of longer duration. 
Rhus . and Bry. f which latter seemed the true homeopathic 
remedy, both failed to relieve. Chelidonium was given, 
and in a few hours the pain was gone, the swelling of the 
feet began to subside, softening of the skin and relaxa¬ 
tion of the feet followed, and in a few days the patient 
was practically well. 

The writer adds: “ Chelidonium seems to rival 
Cimicifuga , Caulophyllum, and even Bryonia in rheu¬ 
matism of the extremities. The pains are of a sticking 
character and most liable to affect the tarso-tibial articu¬ 
lation.” 

Fucus Vesiculosus in Goitre .—Dr. E. N. Foster, writing 
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on this subject, says he has used Fucus in more than 
twenty-four cases of goitre both exophthalmic and 
simple, and has never failed to cure, provided the patient 
is not over 30 years of age. He uses ji twice or three 
times a day in well-developed cases, half the dose being 
sufficient in recent cases. He has never seen any un¬ 
pleasant symptoms develop during or after its use.— 
Horn. Recorder. 

Argentum Nitricum in Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis .— 
Dr. H. V. Halbert, writing on this disease, mentions a 
bad case where great improvement followed Argentum 
Nitricum . The patient was a young man 19 years of 
age, who dated his illness to a severe wetting two years 
previously, which was followed by a febrile attack and 
rheumatic pains for several months, and then a peculiar 
weakness of the hands supervened, so that he could not 
perform delicate manipulations with the fingers, and very 
soon atrophy of the thenar and hypothenar eminences 
and of the mterossei appeared, and the contractions of 
the flexors gave the “gnmn-claw” appearance. This was 
succeeded by atrophy of the upper arm muscles, and to 
some extent atrophy of the trunk and lower extremities. 
He had also fibrillary twitchings of the upper and lower 
limbs, and along with this unusual flexor contractions 
were manifest. There was some evidence also of bulbar 
involvement, for deglutition and speech were affected. 
The next complication observed was a marked spasticity 
of the upper and lower limbs, giving the appearance of 
paraplegia, and the general debility was so great that he 
was almost unable to perform any of the motor functions 
with ease. Massage, electricity, stretching, &c., had been 
tried for some time with little satisfaction, so medicinal 
treatment was decided on alone, and Argent . Nit. 3x and 
then 30x were given for some time, and within twelve 
months marked improvement had occurred. The spasti¬ 
city had much improved, the fibrillary twitchings ceased, 
the muscular strength and co-ordination were more normal, 
and the patient had put on flesh and was hopeful of 
ultimate cure.— The Clinique. 


14 
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ACQUIRED IMMUNITY FROM BITES AND 
STINGS. 

The two letters subjoined appeared in Nature of April 
8th. They will be read with interest in connection with 
the articles on snake-venom-proof persons we have pub¬ 
lished from time to time, and also with the article on native 
African homeopathy as related by Dr. Livingstone. We 
have known beekeepers who could not be stung by bees. 
In one instance a patient had a sore throat of typical 
Apis appearance, and the writer could not understand 
why Apis did no good till he learned that he was an 
amateur beekeeper, and was impervious to bee-stings. 

“Acquired Immunity from Insect-Stings. 

“ May I beg to add a few lines to the very interesting corre¬ 
spondence and discussion regarding the immunity of man from 
insect-stings and snake-bites after successive inoculations. The 
letter of Dr. Dawson Williams, in Nature of March 4th, calls 
attention to a certain degree of immunity which obtains among 
the Norwegians from the stings of the myg, a kind of gnat 
(probably our midge, Anglo-Saxon mygge). His statements in 
regard to the degree of immunity varying in different indi¬ 
viduals, is quite in accordance with our experience with the 
mosquito. His pathological description of the effects of the 
sting of the Norwegian myg would apply most accurately to the 
sting of the mosquito. We also become more or less immuned 
from the mosquito poison after much suffering in childhood. 
The swelling resulting from the mosquito sting will often close 
the eyes of an infant. In middle age the sting is hardly notice¬ 
able. English and Irish people, upon first coming to this 
country, suffer beyond measure, and often come under the care 
of a surgeon. It is a curious yet painful sight to see a brawny 
Englishman presenting the appearance of our young infants 
under the infliction of these pests. I have two Irish servants, 
who have been in this country two and seven years respectively. 
They both tell me that the mosquito bite, as it is called, no 
longer troubles them, though they were eloquent in the de¬ 
scriptions of their acute sufferings at the outset. More than 
a quarter of a century ago Dr. J. C. White, a distinguished 
dermatologist of Boston, in a communication to the Boston 
Medical and Surgical Journal , November 9,1871, discusses the 
subject fully in a paper entitled ‘ On the protection acquired 
by the human skin and other tissues against the action of 
certain poisons after repeated inoculation.’ He not only shows 
the immunity arising from the repeated stings of mosquitos, 
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but notices a like immunity arising from the domestic pests, 
Pediculus, Cimex, and Pulex. An American recalls his first 
experiences with the flea in Europe with the same horror that 
an Englishman remembers the welcome he received from the 
mosquito in America. 

41 More than a century ago attention was called to the immunity 
enjoyed by natives to the sting of mosquitos. In the efforts of 
Great Britain to suppress the revolt in the American colonies, 
European troops were hired to augment their armies. Among 
these were the Anspach-Bayreuth troops, and this contingent 
was accompanied by an intelligent surgeon, Dr. Johann David 
Schoepll. His letter to Prof. Delius, of Erlangen, on the 
4 Climate and Diseases of America,’ were published in pamph¬ 
let form in 1781. Dr. James R. Chadwick, of Boston, translated 
the pamphlet as being one of medico-historical interest. The 
following paragraph from these letters is of interest. The 
author says : 4 One fact is worthy of mention in this connection, 
which perhaps testifies as forcibly as anything can to the need 
of acclimatisation, and is moreover universally admitted to be 
true. In a newcomer almost every bite of the mosquito pro¬ 
duces a boil during the first year of his arrival, but fails to 
have this effect in the subsequent years.’ 

44 Edward S. Morse. 

44 Salem, Massachusetts, March 22nd.” 

44 To the query of Mr. Dawson Williams ( Nature , March 
4th, p. 415), as to whether the mosquito injects a toxin, an 
affirmative answer may be given. The mosquito has, instead of 
the two long simple salviary glands of other diptera, a complex 
system, three glands on each side of its thorax, two of each set 
unlike the third. All the six ductules from these glands unite 
so as to carry the secretion to the common salivary duct, and 
by it to the hypopharyx. The structure of the hypopharyx is 
the same as that of the sting of a bee, a tubular-pointed organ 
with a subterminal orifice. The only exit for the discharge of 
the complex glandular apparatus is into the wound made by 
the lancet-formed mouth-organs. 

44 1 have all this mechanism dissected out and preserved for 
microscopic examination; and it was figured in the American 
Naturalist of September, 1881. 

44 G. Macloskie. 

“Princeton University, U.S.A., March 24th.” 
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“TUBERCULIN R.” 

The Berlin Letter in the Lancet of April 10th gives a 
very succint account of Dr. Koch’s recent article, in which 
he relates the laborious research he has undertaken in 
order if possible to find a harmless Tuberculin. Whilst it 
must appear to homeopathists with their 30ths and 200ths 
a great deal of labour wasted, the whole subject is of 
sufficient importance to make it worth while reproducing 
the Letter here. 


‘TUBERCULIN R.” 


f Homeopathic World, 
t May 1. 1897. 


“ The New Tuberculin. 

“ A great sensation was caused by the announcement 
made by Wolff’s Telegraphic Agency that Professor Koch 
has discovered a new and powerful remedy against tuber¬ 
culosis, and the last number of the Deutsche Medicinische 
Wochenschrift contains a detailed account of the investi¬ 
gations on the treatment of tuberculosis with which he 
has been engaged since his first publications on the subject 
appeared in 1890. In the introductory part of his paper 
Professor Koch makes some general remarks on immunisa¬ 
tion, saying that—unlike cholera, typhoid fever, &c., 
which confer immunity against subsequent attacks—an 
infection by the tubercle virus predisposes to new attacks 
of tuberculosis. But there are nevertheless indications 
that under certain circumstances an immunisation may 
take place. These circumstances are present in the 
experimental tuberculosis of guinea-pigs and in the general 
miliary tuberculosis affecting the human subject, where at 
a certain stage the bacilli completely disappear. Immuni¬ 
sation is therefore apparently attained when the whole 
body, as in general tuberculosis, is invaded by great masses 
of tubercle bacilli and when these bacilli come in direct 
contact with normal tissue. Professor Koch accordingly 
endeavoured to produce analagous bodily conditions in the 
hope of arriving at artificial immunisation. He first 
experimented by extracting tubercle bacilli with deci- 
normal caustic soda. The fluid obtained in this way was 
not free from bacilli, for in a field of the microscope there 
were from five to ten of them to be seen, lying separately, 
not in heaps; they were, of course, dead. This prepara¬ 
tion is designated as TA (i.e., Tuberkulin, Alkalisches), 
and produces when administered reactions quite similar to 
those of the old tuberculin of 1890 ; relapses were, how- 
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ever, less frequent. But there was one drawback: when 
more than a certain dose was given suppuration occurred 
at the place of the injection, the abscesses being due to 
the presence of dead tubercle bacilli in the preparation. 
The fluid was therefore filtered and the bacilli completely 
removed; when this was done suppuration was avoided, 
but the action of the TA was still identical with that of 
the old tuberculin of 1890. As, moreover, the fluid was 
easily spoiled and required constant fresh preparation, 
Professor Koch finally abandoned the TA and proceeded 
to other experiments. Having found that normal tubercle 
bacilli are not easily absorbed by the organism, he endea¬ 
voured to facilitate their entrance into the body by 
mechanical means. He has made the very interesting 
discovery that the bacilli are covered with a layer of a 
fatty acid which makes their absorption difficult, and which 
must therefore be previously removed. This he accom¬ 
plished by triturating dried cultures in an agate mortar. 
After some time only a few bacilli remained entire, and 
they were got rid of by dissolving the mass in distilled 
water and treating the solution in a powerful centrifugal 
apparatus. In this way the fluid was divided into two 
layers: (1) an upper one not containing any tubercle 
bacilli, and designated as TO (i.e., Tuberkulin, Oberst) ; 
and (2) a lower one, which consisted of a colloid sediment 
with a few bacilli, and was designated as TR (i.e., Tuber¬ 
kulin, Rest). The TR was then again dried, pulverised, 
and treated as before in a centrifuge, the process being 
repeated till the last bacillus was destroyed and the whole 
fluid became perfectly transparent. This product caused 
no suppuration and was easily absorbed. The action of TO 
is very like that of the old tuberculin and the TA, with 
the exception that it does not cause suppuration. Its 
immunising action is very slight, whereas that of TR is 
very marked. When an excessive quantity is administered 
to tuberculous patients it, of course, setsmp reaction, both 
local and general, but its immunising effect is quite inde¬ 
pendent oi this ; whilst with the old tuberculin and with 
the TA and TO reactions are necessary for an immunising 
effect. Such reaction must be avoided in TR. A man 
immunised by TR does not show any reaction when he is 
treated with TO and TA, so that he is immunised against 
every constituent of the bacillus. For the preparation of 
TR the most virulent and recent cultures must be used. 
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The processes are very dangerous owing to the fact that 
living bacilli of high virulence have to be pulverised in an 
open mortar; indeed, Professor Koch felt as anxious as if 
he had to do with an explosive substance, and he points 
out that in making tuberculin on the large scale every care 
must be taken to prevent the bacilli from being scattered 
about, adding that this can only be done in a large factory. 
The Hoechst factory has been entrusted by him with the 
preparation of the TR. In making use of the TR it is ad¬ 
ministered by injection into the back with a well-sterilised 
Pravaz syringe. One cubic centimetre of TR, containing 
10 milligrammes of the dry substance, is mixed before use 
with weak sodium chloride solution, and in the first injec¬ 
tions milligramme of the substance is given. Injec¬ 
tions are to be made every second day, and the dose is 
progressively increased until it amounts to 20 milli¬ 
grammes. When the temperature rises the injections 
must be stopped for some time. Guinea-pigs treated in 
this way were so completely immunised that injections of 
virulent cultures had no effect on them. When TR was 
administered after an injection of tubercle bacilli a marked 
regressive metamorphosis of the tuberculous organs was 
observed. Full immunity is only attained two or three 
weeks after the administration of the maximum dose both 
in the case of the lower animals and in the human subject. 
In the beginning of the treatment there is no apparent 
effect’ and no impression is made on the tuberculous state 
until half a milligramme or one milligramme has been 
given, so that patients who are likely to live only a few 
months should not be subjected to the treatment. Also 
patients suffering from secondary infection by streptococci 
and those in whom septic processes complicate the tuber¬ 
culous affection will not derive any benefit from it. 
Temperatures exceeding 38° C. (100*4° F.) indicate a mixed 
infection and thus render the patient unfit for the TR 
treatment. Professor Koch has administered the TR to 
a great number of patients, especially sufferers from lupus, 
and in nearly every instance an improvement occurred— 
he did not say a “ cure/’ because the time during which a 
relapse might take place was not yet past. In lupus it 
was especially remarkable that, notwithstanding a very 
small local reaction, the disease became less. This result 
is the reverse of that which was found to occur with the 
old tuberculin, where the therapeutic effect depended on 
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the degree of the local reaction/ In pulniohftojtj*^ 
losis the only local reaction observed after the aammiKtra- 
tion of TR was a temporary increase of the catarrhal 
symptoms. After a few injections the sputum decreased 
in quantity, and at last it disappeared. In no instance 
did the general health suffer, nor were any undesirable 
symptoms observed. The patients’ weight increased, and 
their temperature remained normal. Professor Koch con¬ 
cludes that probably the methods of administration may 
be improved, perhaps by combination with serum; but 
he thinks it will be impossible to improve the preparation 
itself. 

“It is to be hoped that Professor Koch’s work, which 
undoubtedly is of the highest theoretical interest, will 
prove to be of practical value. The public and the lay 
press, remembering the collapse of the expectations 
aroused in the year 1890, are rather reserved on the 
subject, so that disappointments similar to those of the 
first tuberculin era will probably be avoided. 

“ April 6th.” 


REMARKS ON “MATERIA MEDICA”— 
NUX VOMICA. 

(Continued from p. 117.) 

By Edward Mahony, M.R.C.S., L.S.A. 

Face : excessive formication in the face; sensation of 
tension with bloatedness ; wretched, pale, yellowish clay- 
coloured complexion ; jerking, tingling, pustules. Eyes : 
closing of the eyelids, as if the upper eyelid were too heavy, 
accompanied by an effusion of tears ; the inner cantlius 
is painful as if made sore by friction (a. 2 h.); suppura¬ 
ting canthus , the outer canthus is agglutinated early in 
the morning; smarting in the eyes , especially in the outer 
can thus , as if occasioned by salt , with lachrymation; 
exudation of blood from the eye ; glistening, staring eyes; 
photophobia early in the morning, with obscuration of 
sight; luminous vibrations out of the direction of the 
visual ray, especially on the left side, in the forenoon; 
black and grey motes before the eyes, writh stupefaction 
of the head; presbyopia; contraction of the pupils; 
dilatation of the pupils with very slow breathing. Ears : 
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-creeping titillation and itching in the inner ear; tingling , 
hissing in the ears; ringing in the ears (a. 2, 4 h.) ; noise 
in the ears as of a fulling machine at night; hollow sen¬ 
sation in the ears, early in the morning, causing one’s 
own words to resound in one’s own ears, disappearing 
after dinner. External mouth : intolerable itching of the 
nose; lockjaw with perfect consciousness; painful peeling 
off of the lips (a. 3 h.); miliary pimples around the lips, 
containing pus; one single hair of the beard over the lip 
is painful to the touch, as if a splinter were sticking in the 
flesh (a. 5 h.). Jaws and teeth: a blotch in the skin of the 
lower jaw, which is painful only when touched ; swelling 
of the gums; painful swelling of the gums, with painful 
pimples on the inner surface of the lip and on the tongue 
as in mercurial ptyalism ; swelling of the gums to the size 
of a finger, with throbbing pain as in an abscess, hindering 
eating for five days; drawing toothache with stitches in 
an uncertain tooth; vacillating teeth ; the kinds of pains 
in the teeth are various, the principal conditions of aggra¬ 
vation being, previous to dinner, early in the morning, 
fatiguing the head, reflection, walking in the open air, 
immediately on waking and in the evening, after dinner, 
inspiring the open air with open mouth, warm drinks and 
soups, cold water, the warmth of the room, and ameliora¬ 
tion from sleep, inspiration of cold air, wrapping up the 
part warm ; falling out of sound teeth which never had 
been loose before; accompaniments are: jerkings in the 
ear, red hot spots on the cheeks and neck, and the mind 
full of despair and disposed to indulge in reproaches ; 
internal mouth : white tongue; difficult speech; dryness 
without thirst; pricking in the tip of the tongue after 
lying down, when on the point of falling asleep in the 
siesta (a. 2 h.). Pharynx and esophagus : swelling of the 
velum pendulum palati, with aching pain, also between 
the acts of deglutition, and a smarting sensation behind 
the velum pendulum palati (a. 32 h.); stitching in the 
uvula and the submaxillary glands during deglutition, 
with shuddering in the daytime, sweat in the night and 
headache ; scraping, scratching sensation in the throat, as 
after an attack of heartburn ; sanguinolent saliva; fre¬ 
quent accumulation of saliva in the mouth (the first twelve 
hours) ; expectoration of blackish, almost coagulated 
blood, at first at two o’clock in the morning, afterwards at 
two o’clock in the afternoon, with a peculiar taste in the 
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month and a smell of blood in the nose, a little blood 
coming out of the nose when blowing it. Taste and 
appetite : bread tastes sour; milk seems to sour; disagree¬ 
ably sweetish taste and smell; sour taste in the mouth, 
especially early in the morning ; putrid taste low down in 
the pharrjnx, when hawking up mucus (a. 2 h.); putrid or 
bitter taste early in the morning in the mouth, nevertheless 
food and drink have a good taste; meat and coffee have no 
taste; aversion to food (immediately); hunger, neverthe¬ 
less aversion to food; periodical canine hunger in the 
afternoon, especially after drinking white beer, after taking 
a little swallow of it, he becomes hungry, and if he lets the 
hunger pass off without eating, he feels as if he were 
replete with food ; he is hungry, but even if he eats ever 
so little he feels at once full to the mouth (a. 3 h.). 
Gastric symptoms: dissatisfied and sad after a meal; 
chilliness and coldness after a meal; after dinner a 
good deal of heat, especially in the face, it seemed 
to arise from the abdomen, the most sweat was on 
the whole of the back ; heat on the cheeks after a meal, 
accompanied by a more violent feeling of heat like burning 
in the interior of the cheeks, the pupils being very dilat¬ 
able, with photophobia, and chilliness and gooseflesh on 
the arms (a. 3 h.) ; sweat during eating, on the forehead 
and the hairy scalp; frequent or painful eructations; 
gulping up a bitter and sour fluid (a. 6 h.) also at night; 
frequent hiccough, without any apparent cause ; nausea 
early in the morning. Stomach : hematemesis; aching, 
spasmodic pain from the fauces down to the pit of the 
stomach early in the morning; pressure in the stomach 
as of a stone; drinking is immediately followed by a 
pressure in the pit of the stomach which causes asthma 
and is accompanied by distension of the abdomen (a. 2 h.); 
pain in the abdomen at every step, as if every part of it 
were sore ; contractive, clawing pain in the stomach abdo- 
men > gurgling in the side of the abdomen with anxiety ; 
contractive pain in the hypochondria (a. 6, 12 h.); disten¬ 
sion of the pit of the stomach, which is painful to the 
touch; fine pricking pain in the region of the liver (a. a 
few hours); thrill of chilliness across the region of the 
liver, a creeping sensation ; griping and clutching as with 
talons, in the epigastrium, coming and going; a sort of 
cooling burning, as saltpetre excites upon the tongue, 
from the pit of the stomach to the pharynx, especially at 
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night; pain in the pit of the stomach, as if bruised, shortly 
before dinner, and going off by eating; flatulent colic in 
the epigastrium , in the evening and after lying down 
(a. 5, 10, 13 h.); ascension of flatulence in the abdomen , 
and incarceration of that flatulence under the short mbs 
(a. 20 h.); flatulent distension of the abdomen after a meal 
(a. 12 h.); flatulent distension immediately after drinking; 
grunting and rumbling in the abdomen, early in the 
morning when in bed, accompanied by spasmodic and 
pinching, flatulent colic, heat in the palms of the hands 
and bottoms of the feet (a. 20 h.); colic, with sensation of 
dryness on the lips and heat in the face; painful prickings 
in the abdomen (a. 4, 6 h.) ; stitching in the right side of 
the abdomen, arresting the breathing, and abating by 
pressing the hand into the abdomen, in the forenoon; a 
sort of flatulent colic, deep in the hypogastrium, sharp 
pressure going and coming, as with a cutting or stitching 
instrument, upon the bladder, the neck of the bladder, 
the commencement of the urethra, the perineum, rectum, 
anus, as if cutting flatulence would pass through all those 
parts; the cutting becomes intolerable when making the 
least step (he has to walk crooked on account of the pain), 
it passes off speedily when sitting or lying down. Cutting 
colic with inclination to vomit; cutting colic in the 
hypogastrium, with inclination to vomit; disagreeably 
sweetish taste in the mouth, weakness and great drowsi¬ 
ness in the morning, relapsing after the lapse of twenty- 
four hours (a. 24 h.); colic in the open air as from a 

cold; colic as if a diarrhea occasioned by a cold would set 
in (a. 5 h.) ; pinching in the abdomen as from worms 
after drinking coffee, going off by bending the trunk 
backwards, and coming on again by stooping (a. 1 h.); 
pinching-tearing pain in the abdomen towards the chest 
(a. 1 h.) ; sensation and indications of inguinal hernia 
(a. 5, 7, 8, h.); aching pain in the region of the pubic 
bones ; twitchings of the abdominal muscles under the skin; 
creeping sensation in the abdominal muscles, the parts 
feel numb, pithy, and swollen. Stool: diarrhea, especially 
early in the morning and after dinner, dark coloured; 
colic , succeeded by discharge of dark-coloured mucus , 
causing a smarting burning in the anal region (a. 8 h.). 

In a note he remarks, continued copious diarrheic 
stools—or diarrhea properly so called—are no primary 
effects of Nux Vomica , as far as I have been able to 
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observe; the diarrheic stools mentioned in these symp¬ 
toms are either very small discharges of mucus with the 
stool and accompanied by pressing, or else, if the discharge 
were one of loose feces, it was a curative effect of Nux 
produced in a patient affected with costiveness and consti¬ 
pation and ineffectual urging for stool—involuntary dis¬ 
charge of liquid stool, with emission of flatulence, followed 
by the expulsion of hard stool ; expulsion of hard, thick 
feces (a. 24 h;) ; when going to stool, the pressing bears 
more upon the uterus than the rectum (as if she were in 
labour pains); whitish stool mixed with tenacious mucus 
and streaks of blood (a. 1, 2 h.) ; lancinating and constric¬ 
tive pain in the rectum and anus, as if occasioned by bad, 
blind hemorrhoids, after a meal and after mental labour, 
or after meditating (a. 38 h.) ; itching of the anus and hot 
stool. Urinary: stitching pain in the bladder after 
dinner, between the acts of micturition, diminished by 
emission of flatulence (a. 80 h.); he emits more urine than 
corresponds to the quantity of drink taken (then in a 
note copious emission of unne is a curative effect of Nuz 
Vomica) urine ; watery, pale, followed by discharge of a 
thick whitish purulent matter, with violently burning 
pain (a. 16 h.) ; burning and tearing pain in the neck of the 
bladder during micturition ; itching in the urethra during 
micturition; aching pain in the orifice of the urethra, 
with shuddering, between the acts of micturition. Genital: 
nightly emission with sexual dreams ; nightly emissions, 
followed by continuous coldness of the feet, not going off by 
motion (a. 6 h.); smarting itching of the inner surface of the 
prepuce especially towards evening (a. 1J h.) ; soreness in 
the fold between the genital organs and the thigh (glandular 
swellings in that fold); gnawdng-itching eruption on the 
pudendum; dry heat of the whole body directly after an 
embrace, the person cannot bear being covered, and has a 
dry mouth without thirst; the menses appear three days 
before the time (a. 48 h.); with abdominal spasms 
(a. 72 h.); they last a shorter time and are more scanty 
than usual; the menses, which had ceased flowing the 
day previous, reappeared for a few r hours (a. 3 h.); the 
menses appear at full moon; the menses cease for six 
weeks, and reappear at full moon; nausea early in the 
morning during the menses, with chilliness and fainting 
fits; tearing in the left ann and right thigh during 
the menses, after the siesta; creeping in the pharynx from 
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below upward during the menses, in the evening after 
lying down coryza , catarrh , the interior of the naris 
is sensitive to pain ; ulcerative pain of the anterior corners 
of the nostrils , and as if a wound were cut into (a. 1,10 h.); 
smell of rotten cheese, sulphur, glimmering tallow candle; 
sanguineous nasal mucus (a. 1 h.); discharge of nasal 
mucus without coryza (the interior of the nose is dry, 
although he is able to breathe through it) ; copious dis¬ 
charge of mucus from both nostrils, although they feel 
as if obstructed by catarrh ; heat in the head as from 
catarrh, with redness of one cheek, and discharge of 
mucus from the nose (a. 2,3 li.) ; itching of the obstructed 
nose as in dry coryza ; fetid odour from the mouth, early 
in the morning after rising, without he himself perceiving 
it. Larynx arid trachea : dry, painful catarrh, early in the 
morning, with increased temperature of the hands and 
feet, requiring those parts to b£ covered, although they 
have to be uncovered again after the lapse of an hour, 
followed by a general exhalation (and disappearance of 
the catarrh); violent cough early in the morning before 
rising, with expectoration of coagulated blood and aching 
pain in the chest (a. 18 h.); acrid sensation in the throat , 
only while coughing, and causing a pain in the pit of 
the stomach; cough occasioning a headache as if the 
skull would burst; cough occasioning a pain as if bruised 
in the epigastrium. Chest: tightness of the chest when 
going upstairs, as if his clothes were too tight, disappear¬ 
ing after sitting down ; when the clothes press tightly 
against the parts below the ribs, he is unable to breathe 
when walking, the breathing becomes freer when the 
clothes are somewhat loosened, but if he takes off his 
clothes entirely the breathing becomes again oppressed ; 
asthmatic , constrictive sensation transversely through the 
chest f when walking or going upstairs; asthma at nmht 
when waking from frightful dreams, she is scarcely able 
to draw breath, accompanied by humming in the ears, 
quick pulse and sweat; asthma early in the morning when 
in the recumbent posture, on turning to the right side the 
asthma disappears and headache comes on ; dilatation of 
the pupils during slow breathing ; disagreeable feeling in 
the pit of the stomach, moving up to the larynx, producing 
a suffocative sensation and arresting breathing; burning 
in the chest with anxiety; heat in the chest rising into 
the mouth, and occasioning restlessness, anxiety, and 
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sleeplessness (a. 6 h.) ; sensation in the chest as if some¬ 
thing would fall down (a. 6 h.); bruised pain from the 
sternum to the scapula, only in daytime, with stitches 
and shortness of breathing, both when at rest and in 
motion; pain in both nipples, as w r hen the milk becomes 
stagnant in the breasts after confinement; thrill of chilli¬ 
ness over the chest with tensive pain. Back : dull stitch¬ 
ing resembling a jerk in the small of the back and the 
ossa ischii, preventing her from turning from side to side, 
also when at rest she felt a dull pain in the small of the 
back, she was unable to remain lying still, the painful 
jerks neither permitted her to cough nor to sneeze; beat¬ 
ing pain in the small of the back with eructations and 
chills; aching pain in the loins, extending towards the 
spinal marrow, directly after supper, exciting anxiety 
(a. 1 h.) ; drawing in the back commencing in the nape 
of the neck (when sitting), and at the same time a violent 
pain in the pit of the stomach, being a sort of sudden 
griping, and obliging her to sit crooked ; burning , tearing 
pain in the back; continued burning-stinging pain between 
the scapulae; pain in the region of the last cervical 
vertebra, as if the flesh had been severed from the bone 
by blows, even the contact of the shirt was painful; tear¬ 
ing pain in the nape of the neck in the evening , in 
paroxysms (a. 2 h.). Superior extremities: bruised pain 
in the shoulder-joint and scapula, when turning the head 
to the opposite side ; indescribable pain in the shoulder- 
joint of that side upon which he is lying, early in the 
morning, gradually disappearing after turning to the other 
side, and accompanied by general exhalation (a. 10 h.) ; 
sensation of warmth in the head of the humerus and arm 
here and there ; lazy feeling in the arms ; she feels weary 
in the morning after having had a sound sleep, her arms 
and lower limbs ache as if she had slept upon a hard 
couch, after having sat still for half an hour she feels 
strong again ; sudden sensation of loss of strength in the 
arms (and lower limbs) early in the morning (a. 12 h.) ; 
drawing pain in the arm from below’ upwards with para¬ 
lytic stiffness ; deadness of the hands, they go to sleep; 
pain in the nape of the neck when walking in the open 
air, the pain afterwards moving into the w 7 rist-joint, a sort 
of paralytic pain ; he had not strength enough to grasp 
firmly; the pain went off in the evening when lying in 
bed. The hands are cool and damp, with coldness of the 
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tip of the nose. Cool sweat of the palms of the hands. 
(The hands are frequently dark red with turgescent veins.) 
Pain of the finger-joints, as after violent labour, and as if 
the tendons were too short. Lower extremities : pain in 
th'e right glutei muscles, as if the flesh had been severed 
from the bones by blows; jerking sensation in the right 
side of the thigh, as if one were pulling at a string; boils 
on the thigh, causing a violent stinging pain (a. 24 h.) ; 
sweat of the thighs and calves after midnight. Vaccilla- 
tion and unsteadiness of the lower limbs (a. 2 h.) ; the 
lower limbs feel so heavy that he is obliged to sit down. 
Trembling of the knee and of one foot, while the mind is 
agreeably but ardently employed, mostly in the evening, 
when standing. Sensation in the bends of the knees , as if 
they were too short , when rising from a seat. Disagree¬ 
able feeling in the knee-joint as if the synovial fluid 
were wanting, and as if the joint would crack when 
walking. Tearing pain in the ulcer upon the leg, when 
coming in contact with the open air, the pain disappears 
when the ulcer is shielded from the open air (a. 4, 20 h.). 
Tensive pain in the calves. Fixed, stinging, and burning 
pain at a small spot of the tibia (a. \ h.). Creeping, 
beginning in the feet and extending upward. The tarsal 
joint is easily sprained and bends readily when walking 
(a. 4 h.). Swelling of the dorsa of the feet; painful 
cramp-like contraction of the soles, when bending the 
legs, the contraction disappears when stretching them. 
Dull, numb pain (pithiness) in the heel as after a high 
leap. The corns on the toes feel sore like boils (a. 4,16 h.). 
Itching burning of the toes as if f rozen; cramp-like con¬ 
traction of the toes when yawning. General symptoms : 
In the evening the pains became intolerable; wounds 
which had been cured feel painful again (immediately) ; 
an itching burning is felt in the eruptions; single long 
stitches in various parts of the body, characterised by a* 
sore pain; darlings in various parts , concussing the 
whole body; they seem to dart through the whole body 
(a. 4 h.). 


Dioscorea in Pollutions. —Dr. Olive y Gros sends a series of 
eases to the Revista Homeopatica of Barcelona for 1896, which seem 
to show great power over too frequent nocturnal emissions on the part 
of dioscorea (3 and upwards), preceded by a course of china (3 x) 
{J. B. H. fif,). 
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SOCIET Y’S ME ETING. 

BRITISH HOMEOPATHIC SOCIETY. 

The seventh meeting of the session was held at the London 
Homeopathic Hospital, Great Ormond Street, W.C., on Thurs¬ 
day, April 1st, Mr. Dudley-Wright, Vice-President, being in the 
chair. 

The following specimens, &c., were shown : 1. Carcinoma of 
omentum (Dr. Galley Blackley). 2. Hypertrophic stenosis 
of the pylorus, with microscopical section of the same (Dr. 
Galley Blackley). 2. Malignant stricture of pylorus, with 
microscopical section of the same (Dr. Hervey Bodman). 4. 
Portion of liver from a case of pernicious anemia, showing the 
iron reaction (Dr. Hervey Bodman). 5. Liver showing suppu¬ 
ration around a nodule of secondary carcinoma (Dr. Hervey 
Bodman). 6. Large encephaloid carcinoma of testis, with 
microscopical section of the same (Mr. Knox-Shaw). 7. Der¬ 
moid cyst of the ovary, containing hair, bone, &c. (Dr. H. Wynne 
Thomas and Dr. Burford). 

Dr. Dyce Brown then read a paper on 44 Pneumogastric 
Paresis,” in which he sought to establish the existence of a 
definite disease, supposed to he due to softening of the vagus 
nerve-root, but he produced no pathological proof of his theory. 

In connection with this paper the Secretary read a communi¬ 
cation by Dr. Madden, entitled “A Case Illustrative of Pneu¬ 
mogastric Paresis ” with temperature chart. 

In the discussion which followed Mr. Wright took exception 
to Dr. Dyce Brown’s diagnosis of his cases, pointing out that 
there was no slowing of respiration in his cases, and also that 
the cardio-inhibitory fibres of the vagus reached it through the 
spinal accessory. Dr. Galley Blackley said that some patholo¬ 
gical proof was absolutely necessary to establish Dr. Dyce 
Brown’s contention, and in this Dr. Goldsbrough agreed and 
said it was important to disregard theories in treatment. Dr. 
Moir thought all Dr. Dyce Brown’s cases were due to general 
nervous breakdown, and more nerves were involved than the 
vagus. Dr. Hughes also thought the symptoms covered more 
ground than the distribution of the vagus, and mentioned 
Solanin and Laches is as medicines which acted prominently 
on that nerve. Dr. Madden’s case was thought by some 
members to have been due to septicemia. 

Dr. Leo Bowse then read a good, practical paper entitled 
“On some Difficulties in the Diagnosis of Diseases of the 
Lungs,” in which he discussed the following points : Importance 
of diagnosis. Methods of diagnosis. Difficulties in ausculta¬ 
tion. Importance of the comparison of the two sides. First 
signs of the disease. 
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LONDON HOMEOPATHIC HOSPITAL. 

Report of the Forty-seventh Annual General Meeting 
of the Governors, Donors, and Subscribers. 

The forty-seventh annual general meeting of the sub¬ 
scribers, donors, and governors of the Hospital was held at 
the Hospital, Great Ormond Street, W.C., on Friday, the 26th 
of March, the Viscount Emlyn occupying the chair. 

The past year is the first complete year of occupancy of 
the new Hospital, and the report shows a great increase in 
the amount of work done in the year, as was anticipated. The 
total number of in-patients treated in the year was 1,031, of 
which 521 were cured, 253 improved, 56 unimproved, 53 
discharged at their own request or as unsuitable, 68 died, and 
80 remained under treatment. It may be added that of the 68 
deaths, a number were admitted in a dying condition, and died 
shortly after admission. 

In the year 293 operations were performed, including many 
of a serious nature. The total number of out-patients for the 
year was 14,514, of which the following is a classified list:— 


Medical— 

Physician’s Cases. 7,273 

Gynecological .. 1,675 

Skin 651 

Children’s ,, . 455 

- 10,054 

Surgical— 

Surgeon’s Cases . 1,422' 

Eye „ 1,655 

Throat and Ear Cases . 1,383 

- 4,460 

14,514 

Dental Cases. 125 


These figures show the useful work done by the Hospital, 
and we regret to learn that there is still a great lack of funds, 
the total deficiency amounting to £10,000. We trust that all 
friends of the Hospital will endeavour to help to meet this 
deficiency. 

POST-GRADUATE LECTURES. 

LONDON HOMEOPATHIC HOSPITAL. 

The following post-graduate courses in general medicine 
and surgery, and in special branches, have been organised 
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with a view to spreading the knowledge of homeopathy 
among medical men. The lectures will be accompanied by 
the actual demonstration of cases and made as interesting 
as possible. 

Programme. 

On the Pathology and Therapeutics of the Blood, Dr. Galley 
Blackley (Senior Physician); 3 p.m. on alternate Fridays, May 
14-28, June 11-25, July 9-28. 

On Cardiac Disease and other Subjects, Dr. Byres Moir; 3 p.m. on 
each Monday in May, June, and July. 

On General Surgery, C. Knox Shaw, Esq. (Surgeon to the Hospital); 
4.30 p.m. on Mondays in May and June. (See also Ophthal¬ 
mology.) And Dudley Wright, Esq. (Assistant Surgeon); 4.80 
p.m. on Fridays in June and July. (See also Aural Disease.) 

On Practical Gynecology, Dr. George Burford (Physician for Diseases 
of Women); 3 p.m. on alternate Wednesdays, May 12-26, June 
9-23, July 7-21. And Dr. E. A. Neatby (Assistant Physician 
for Diseases of Women); 8 p.m. on alternate Wednesdays, May 
5-19, June 2-16, July 14-30. 

On Diseases of the Skin, Dr. Washington Epps ; 3 p.m. on Thurs¬ 
days in May, June, and July. 

On Diseases of the Nervous System, Dr. G. F. Goldsbrough (Assistant 
Physician); 4.30 p.m. on Tuesdays in May, June, and July. 

On Diseases of Children, Dr. Roberson Day (Physician for Diseases 
of Children); 4.30 p.m. on Wednesdays in May and June. (See 
also Anesthetics.) 

On the Pulse, and the Practical Use of the Sphygmograph, Dr. R. E. 

Dudgeon (Consulting Physician); 10.0 a.m. on Saturdays in May- 
On Practical Orthopedics, Gerard Smith, Esq.; 10.0 a.m. on Satur¬ 
days in June and July. 

On Ophthalmic Practice, C. Knox Shaw, Esq. (Ophthalmic Surgeon), 
4.30 p.m, on Mondays in July. 

On Aural Disease, Dudley Wright, Esq. (Aural Department); 4.30 
p.m. on Fridays in May. 

On Practical Pathology and Bacteriology, James Johnstone, Esq. 
(Assistant Surgeon and Pathologist); 4.30 p.m. on Thursdays 
in May, June, and July. 

On Anesthetics and their Administration, Dr. Roberson Day (Senior 
Anesthetist); 4.30 p.m. on Wednesdays in July. (See also Diseases 
of Children.) 

Consultations, The Medical Staff; 3.0 p.m. on alternate Fridays, May 
17-21, June 4-18, July 2-16. 

Surgical Operations, The Surgeons; 2.30 p.m. on Tuesdays in May, 
June, and July. 

A fee of three guineas for the whole or part of the course 
will be made to all but members of the British Homeopathic 
Society. 


15 
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HAHNEMANN CONVALESCENT HOME AND DIS¬ 
PENSARIES, BOURNEMOUTH. 

Report for 1896. 

The committee have pleasure in presenting herewith their 
annual report to the governors and subscribers to this instif 
tution. In spite of the generally decreased amount of sickness 
prevalent during the past year, they are gratified at being able 
to record a substantial advance in the work effected in the 
various departments of the institution. 

The Convalescent Home.— The home has been excep¬ 
tionally well filled with patients during 1896. A total of 148 
convalescents from various diseases have been admitted from 
all parts of the country, 91 being men and 57 women. Of 
these by far the greater number were, as usual, cases of chest 
affection seeking refuge in Bournemouth from the less favour¬ 
able climate of London and the northern counties. The 
following table gives the numbers received from various 
parts :— 


London (and suburbs) 65 

Yorkshire . 7 

Notts . 4 

Wales. 4 

Worcester . 5 

Birmingham. 5 

Oxford. 3 

Kent . 3 

Dorset. 3 

Hampshire . 4 

Gloucester ... ... ... ... . 4 

Bournemouth. 9 

Various other localities (Midlands and North) ... 32 


Total 148 

Medical Report, 1896. 

During the past year the medical work of the home and 
dispensaries has prospered and increased. 

In-patient Department.— Ninety-one men and 57 women 
have been received as in-patients during 1896, making a total 
of 148. This is an increase of 16 in the numbers for 1895, 
and is the fourth year in succession in which an increase has 
occurred. 

Out-Patient Department.— For the third year in succes¬ 
sion there has been a notable increase in the number of 
patients visited at the homes and at the cottage home. Two 
hundred and seven patients have been attended and 1,012 
visits have been paid them, these figures being double the 
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numbers attended in 1893, when Dr. OrdJobmiil^ilceijfhi^y^^gJ^^ 
amongst them. 

At the two dispensaries 854 patients have sought relief, 
being 551 at the Western, with 1,477 attendances, and 303 at 
the Eastern, with 910 attendances, the total giving 2,387 
separate attendances:— 


Recovered .452 

Improved .263 

Unimproved . 36 

No Report . 33 

Under treatment . 70 


854 


There have been three deaths in the home from phthisis and 
two at the cottage home from the same disease, whilst the 
following deaths have occurred in the practice of the dis¬ 
pensary :— 

4 from Phthisis 
1 from Broncho-pneumonia 
1 from Senile Atrophy 

January 13, 1897. 

H. Nankivell, M.D. 

William G. Hardy, M.B. 

George Frost, L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S. Eng. 

W. Theophilus Ord, M.R.C.S. Eng., L.R.C.P. Lond. 

B. W. Nankivell, M.R.C.S. Eng., L.R.C.P. Lond. 


NEW PREPARATION. 


VITALIA MEAT JUICE. 

A somewhat prolonged trial has convinced us that in this 
preparation we have one of the best meat extracts that have 
been introduced to the profession. It is, as its name implies, 
an undevitalised meat preparation containing all the essential 
juices of the meat in a readily assimilable form. In cases of 
gastric ulcer, where milk and all other forms of food have been 
rejected, we have found Vitalia to be retained. In anemic 
cases and cardiac cases with weak digestion we have found it 
of the greatest service. The following are the claims put 
forward on its behalf by the manufacturers (The Vitalia Co., 
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Waltham Buildings, 1, Holbom Circus, E.C.). So far as our 
experience of it goes these claims are fully sustained:— 

The Vitalia Meat Juice is prepared by a cold process, and contains 
the vital constituents of lean beef in a diffusible form. 

The materials from which it is made are carefully selected and 
treated upon sound scientific and physiological principles. 

As a result, it contains in solution the nutritive elements of the 
tissues, unchanged in form and undiminished in complexity. 

The total amount of solids in solution exceeds 20 per cent., and 
consists mainly of nutrient materials. 

It is therefore a true food or restorative, and not a mere stimulant, 
as core beef teas and extracts prepared by the Liebig formula, or a 
mere conservator of energy, as are meat and chicken jellies, &c. 

Vitalia Meat Juice has all the potentialities of nutrition of lean 
beef itself, and presents the following advantages :— 

1. Being prepared without heat, it contains all the albumins and 

g obulins of the tissues ready for immediate absorption and assimi* 
tion. 

2. It contains the soluble phosphates and the iron of the tissues in 
their natural colloidal forms. 

3. It contains 20 per cent, of the plastic food elements of the 
tissues. 

4. It is efficient, palatable, and economical. 

5. It is perfectly sterilised, and contains no objectionable preser¬ 
vative. 

The use of such a potent and easy assimilated food as the Vitalia 
Meat Juice is especially indicated wherever an impaired digestive and 
assimilative power synchronises with great waste of tissue as in all 
febrile conditions. 

In anemic, chlorotic, and marantic conditions generally its use is 
recommended, on account of the natural colloidal iron and phosphates 
which it contains. 

In mal-assimilation and in all intestinal disturbances, whether 
chronic or temporary, where digestion is interfered with, its diffusible 
quality renders it a valuable adjuvant to therapeutic treatment. 

In neurasthenia and all conditions of nerve tissue waste it will have 
a markedly beneficial effect, owing to the presence of the soluble 
phosphates in organic combination. 

In enteric fever it is especially indicated, as it contains one hundred 
grains of diffusible albumins in each fluid ounce, and is entirely free 
from any insoluble or indigestible material. 

In convalescence, both the albumins and albuminates increase 
the assimilative and digestive energies, and have a rapid restorative 
effect. 

In supporting treatment where only small quantities of food can be 
ingested it will be found invaluable, as it supplies all the required 
nourishment in the smallest possible bulk. 

In administering Vitalia it should not be diluted too much, 
not more than one to six. 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



Homeopathic World."! 
May 1, 1897. J 


EXTRACTS. 


229 


EXTBACTS. 


LLANGAMMARCH. 

The following case reported by Dr. W. Black Jones in 
the Lancet of February 13th is a good instance of the 
treatment carried out at Llangammarch. 

“ A Case Treated with the Barium Water of Llan¬ 
gammarch Wells. 

“A young man, aged twenty-four years, was first seen by me 
on July 31st. His previous history was good; he had never 
suffered from acute rheumatism, but had had scarlet fever 
when a child. He was always fond of athletics, had rowed a 
good deal at school, but not much since. In 1895 he was in 
Switzerland, and thinks he over-exerted himself in climbing. 
His present trouble was first noticed in February, 1896, when 
he complained of attacks of palpitation, which were especially 
marked after ascending stairs and after smoking cigarettes, of 
which he consumed a considerable number. He used alcohol 
in moderation. His digestion had not been good. On examin¬ 
ation he was found to be a well-built, muscular man. The 
chest was of a good shape, the apex beat of the heart was not 
distinctly felt, but percussion of the area of cardiac dulness 
showed that it was enlarged slightly to the left. Upon auscul¬ 
tation no murmur was audible, but after exertion (as running 
round the room) a systolic murmur was heard which was 
conducted outwards. The pulse was sixty per minute, of good 
volume, but irregular, there being from four to six intermissions 
per minute. The urine was normal. 

‘ ‘ The treatment adopted was as follows. He was directed to 
keep in the fresh air as much as possible, not to climb hills or 
exert himself in any way. He was strictly dieted and not 
allowed tobacco or alcohol. He was ordered a glass of barium 
water thrice daily, and barium baths were administered three 
or four times a week. The latter varied in duration from five 
to twenty minutes and in temperature from 95° to 85° F. He 
was also advised to take walks daily up a sloping path about 
300 yards in length, having an incline of 1 in 6, stopping every 
few yards for a rest. With the exception of an attack of 
indigestion his progress was very steady. I found that whilei 
immersed in the bath the pulse fell from four to six beats per 
minute, while the volume increased. This effect was main¬ 
tained for some hours afterwards. The gentle exercise on the 
sloping path did not increase the frequency of the pulse. He 
soon entirely ceased to have any palpitation, and on August 
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24th I found that although there was no change in the area 
of cardiac dulness, yet the pulse was much more regular, that 
the intermissions had diminished considerably, and that the 
murmur was not audible even after running up two flights of 
stairs. On my return to London in October I found my 
patient still free from palpitation, and he informed me that he 
had had considerable bicycle riding without experiencing any 
ill effect.” 


SOME ACCIDENTAL PROVINGS OF FAMILIAR 
DRUGS.* 

By C. M. Haynes, M.D. 

It was during the first year of my practice that I was con¬ 
sulted by a young mother for sore mouth. Her gums were 
spongy, bled easily, and were very red. There was constantly 
some salivation with a few deep, red ulcers, having sharply cut 
edges as if scooped out with a sharp olive-shaped instrument. 
These ulcers were located beneath the tongue and along the 
sulcus between lower lip and jaw She told me these were 
sometimes covered with a white coating, or canker, but I never 
saw them in that state. Her general health was fair notwith¬ 
standing constant irritation in the mouth, which made her very 
nervous. I should add that flatulency and pyrosis were present 
to some extent, while cold hands and feet were habitual. I 
asked her, as I usually do, what medicine she was taking, and 
she replied none. She had suffered in the same way for a year 
and a half. She had used a solution of borax and honey and 
other domestic remedies, and had been given Calomel , Iodide 
of Potash , &c., by her family physician, but nothing helped her. 
I prescribed Carbo Veg., beginning with 3x. and running up to 
the 30th, without result. I prescribed, in turn, everything that 
seemed to have any relation to the case, and some that had 
none. I failed completely, and leaving the state soon after, 
seven years elapsed before I saw her again. When we met 
she immediately asked me if I would like to know what cured 
her. Of course I replied affirmatively. It seems she consulted 
an old doctor who claimed to be guided by spirits, and he asked 
her at once how much charcoal she was eating a day. She 
said a saucerful. He replied, “ Quit it—that is all you need.” 
She obeyed, and Nature’s kindly hand healed her disease 
immediately. She had contracted the habit of eating charcoal 
during her first pregnancy, taking it for acidity of the stomach. 

* Read before the Cook County Homeopathic Medical Society (Medical 
Visitor , July, 1896). 
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The same first year of my medical career I received an 
urgent message one evening to come instantly to see Mrs. A., 
who had suddenly been attacked by erysipelas about an hour 
before, and was apparently in great danger. I had casually 
met the lady ten hours earlier when calling upon her daughter, 
and, while a confirmed invalid, she was in her usual state with 
no sign of any acute disease pending. Upon entering her room 
I found her tossing restlessly about from side to side of her 
bed, rising to sitting posture, falling back suddenly, and, with 
a frightened air, moaning, “ I feel awfully bad ; so sick, so 
sick.” A bright red flush like hectic glowed on each cheek, 
her eyes were bright, her pupils dilated. Between moans she 
was constantly trying to swallow, complaining that mouth and 
throat were dry and parched and her tongue stiff, but there 
was no thirst. The red spots rapidly spread over her face, 
which became swollen; delirium supervened. The pulse was 
full and bounding, the flesh hot and dry, and the restless 
tossing about increased, while she picked at the bedclothes 
and tried to brush away specks seen floating before her. 
After doing what I could for a trouble I could not comprehend, 
I began looking about the room, and seeing a medicine bottle 
upon a table within her reach, I examined it. I found it to be 
the prescription of an oculist, and learned that her eyes had 
been troubling her for a week past, and the oculist had been 
sent for that afternoon, and the patient had poured some of 
the drops into her own eyes as ordered. So far as I could 
judge, the solution was of standard strength, and not more 
was missing from the bottle than could be accounted for by 
the spilling incident to dropping it into her eyes without a 
drop tube. I proceeded with the treatment on the supposition 
that I had a case of Atropine poisoning to combat. I saw the 
bright red flush pass into a purple hue, the hands and feet 
grow cold, the pulse become slow and feeble, and a condition of 
hebetude set in ; but I kept on working over her, and towards 
morning had the satisfaction of seeing her begin to rally. 
Eventually she recovered. I then learned that she had tried 
every doctor in her vicinity, seeking relief from excruciating 
neuralgic attacks, and when she obtained a prescription that 
relieved, continued to use it even though she were in the care 
of another practitioner. Her favourite remedy at that par¬ 
ticular time was a suppository containing a heroic dose of Bell ., 
which she was using when the trouble with her eyes began. 
The oculist called in had prescribed his routine remedy for all 
eye troubles, Sulphate of Atropine solution. She had used too 
much in her eyes, but she had also used a suppository at about 
the same time, and it was nearly three hours after this double 
dose that I was called. 
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A young man staggered up to my desk in a business office 
in this city about 11 a.m. one day saying, 44 Doctor, what will 
become of me ? I am blind ! ” I asked, “ How long since you 
first noticed it?” He replied, “ My sight began to fail about 
an hour ago, and now I can see nothing at all.” Knowing that 
he had defective eyes, and was under the constant supervision 
of an oculist, I asked if he had been dropping any medicine 
into his eyes. He replied that an hour or two previous he had 
used the drops his oculist had ordered him to apply when his 
eyes were worse. I suggested that the drops were responsible 
for his blindness, that it would pass off in a few hours, and 
tried to allay his fears. He was unwilling to accept my 
opinion, because he had used the same medicine for several 
years, when needed, with no unpleasant effect. I examined 
his prescription, and found it the standard one prescribed by 
oculists under the circumstances. He had, however, had his 
prescription newly filled by a different druggist. I was inclined 
to believe that there was a mistake in filling it, but my experi¬ 
ence with dropping Atropine solution into my own eyes without 
a drop tube, and having it run into my throat rid the nasal 
duct suggests another method of Atiojrine poisoning than 
simply absorption by the conjunctival surfaces. The young 
man’s sight recovered as I predicted. 

Mrs. B., age 32, suffering from uterine disease, complained 
that every few days she had strange and alarming attacks, 
which she described as follows : Great dizziness, dimness of 
sight, as if the air was very hazy, peculiar sickness resembling 
nausea without any tendency to emesis, faint feeling in the 
heart, dryness of mouth and throat. There was alternate 
flushing and hot dryness of skin, with “ creepy ” chills and 
goose-pimple surface, but no moisture in either state. There 
was also an inclination to turn around towards the right side, 
and while attempting to attend to her kitchen work she would 
find herself turning about a complete circle towards the right 
every time she hunted for anything not within reach of her 
hand. There was great fear of impending evil—thought she 
was about to be paralysed. I soon discovered, by keeping a 
record of the recurrence of these attacks, that they came about 
twice a w r eek with great regularity. 

I questioned her very closely, and discovered that she (in 
common with many others) thought it no harm to help out a 
woman doctor by prescribing for herself occasionally. She had 
elected to try some tiny gelatin-coated pills made by P. D. and 
Co. containing Aloin , Bell ., Nux. She had taken one pill for a 
dose, and repeated it tw T ice a week, alw r ays the evening previous 
to one of her mysterious attacks. A discontinuance of this 
medicine banished them entirely. 
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I have had a similar experience in other cases, and while 
visiting the establishment of P. D. and Co. in Detroit I asked 
why the toxic effect of Bell . was so frequently produced by 
their pills, while those of other manufacturers, purporting to 
have the same formula, never give rise to unpleasant symptoms. 
They doubted the accuracy of my observation, but finally ex¬ 
plained that their pills contained Bell, of assayed strength, 
while others used commercial extract of Bell. Later they took 
the trouble to write me a long letter to prove that the very 
small quantity of Bell, in their pills could not possibly produce 
toxic symptoms. 

Mrs. F., age 26, married at 19, presented herself for treat¬ 
ment for amenorrhea. There had been complete suspension 
of menstruation for a year and a half, preceded several months 
by a gradual diminution in amount. Her friends feared she 
was becoming consumptive. She was plump, with firm flesh, 
but her skin was bloodless, her lips pale, her ears transparent, 
extremities always cold. Her peculiarly waxen white face and 
hands was the most noticeable feature of her case. Her eyes 
were blue and a shade lighter than normal, I was informed. 
Her hair was dark brown. She complained of nothing but a 
feeling of languor. She had no cough and no disorder of any 
organ so far as I could discover. She had a fairly good appetite, 
digested well, and slept well. Negative symptoms only were 
elicited by the closest questioning. I struggled with the case 
for three months without the slightest result. Some time after 
I came West I learned that soon after she was in my care her 
husband noticed her one morning go to her dressing-case and 
furtively take something from a package in a drawer. When 
she left the room he hastened to secure the package, and took 
it to their family physician for examination. It proved to be 
pulverised arsenious acid—the crude drug. It was with the 
greatest difficulty that they extorted from her a confession that 
she had been addicted to the drug for many years, having 
begun its use for her complexion. The attempt to wean her 
from the habit resulted in her death. 

I have met with three provings of carbolic acid used in an 
enema. In two of the cases there was a sensation of faintness 
radiating from the heart, oppressed breathing, cyanotic flush of 
face and finger-nails, trembling of whole body, with muscular 
relaxation and great fear. The third case occurred in an insti¬ 
tution where flushing the colon was a fad. The superintendent 
was personally treating a large, vigorous man of 70, when I 
heard my name called urgently. I hastened to the bath-room, 
and found the patient pulseless, cyanotic, lower jaw dropped 
—apparently dead. The superintendent was paralysed with 
fright. I did not stop to make inquiries, but suspecting that 
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carbolic acid had been used, it seemed expedient to relieve the 
patient of his enema without loss of time, and I secured my 
rectal speculum and stretched the anus (at that time I had 
never heard of Dr. Pratt’s method in asphyxia), the colon was 
emptied, breathing was resumed, and in a couple of hours 
the patient was sent home in a carriage, safe but extremely 
prostrated. 

Mr. C., a Swedish editor, aged 32, consulted me nine years 
ago in reference to heart disease. He was tall, thin, with an 
exceedingly red face and a countenance expressive of great 
anxiety. He had been examined several years previous by a 
specialist in his own country, who had pronounced his case 
one of congenital valvular disease of the heart with a grave 
prognosis. I found upon examination a slow, intermittent 
pulse beating about 60 per minute. There was some imper¬ 
fection in the valves fully compensated by hypertrophy. He 
complained of a sense of weight and throbbing in the frontal 
region, great debility, nausea, confusion of vision with occa¬ 
sional appearance of sparks or black spots before the eyes, 
giddiness and attacks of syncope, which frequently caused him 
to fall in the street. I asked the usual question, “ What medicine 
are you taking?” and he handed me a bottle of tincture of 
Digitalis , full strength, saying that he was never without it, 
that he took a dose regularly four times a day, and always took 
a swallow of it when he felt indications of a “ bad spell.” I 
insisted that he must give up his medicine or I could do 
nothing for him. He begged to be allowed to keep it with 
him, being convinced that he was liable to die any hour is 
deprived of it. A friend who accompanied him took forcible 
possession of the bottle, and promised to look after him and 
administer the medicine if he saw any signs of danger. This 
compromise effected, I gave him Sacch. Lac powders and blank 
pellets to be taken in alternation, and requested him to call in 
a week. At the end of this time there was some improvement 
in his mental condition particularly. There was never a return 
of syncope after stopping the Digitalis, and he progressed 
toward recovery with satisfactory speed. I heard of him last 
week. He has, since I met him last, taken a course in 
theology, is in charge of a Swedish church in the East, and is 
in perfect health. 

About three years ago, one Sunday afternoon about five 
o’clock, I received an urgent message to call upon a lady 
suffering from congestive chill. She lived but a few doors 
distant, and I was soon at the house. The first sound I heard 
when the street door opened was the chattering of her teeth 
and low moaning as of one in mortal peril. Upon entering 
the room I found her whole body shaking so violently that it 
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required the constant attention of two persons to keep her in 
bed. Her face was swollen and of a peculiarly dusky hue as 
if the blood in the capillaries were black ; her finger-nails were 
of the same hue. As I touched her I was astonished to find 
the flesh pungently hot and the pulse weak, small, and so rapid 
I could not count it. She could not bear the presence of a 
light, and was keenly sensitive to every sound or movement 
around her bed. She complained of being icy cold, and her 
friends had been applying heat as well as they could under the 
circumstances, and giving her whisky internally. I called for 
hot water to give me time to think what to do, but even as I 
waited the pulse began to lose its rhythm and to beat with 
that irregular, tumultuous motion which often presages 
paralysis of the heart. I realised that I could not diagnose 
the disease then, and that the heart must be stimulated 
instantly. Acting on that belief, I succeeded, after a two 
hours’ struggle, in controlling the more dangerous symptoms, 
when I began an investigation. I should, however, add that 
not for a moment did my patient show any sign of mental 
disturbance. While keenly alive to her danger, she gave 
intelligent direction to attendants where to find things I called 
for and assisted me in all my efforts for her relief. I learned 
that the previous evening she had been so exposed that she 
contracted a violent cold. Her physician, in the state whence 
she came, was of our school, and prescribed Aconite for first 
stage of a cold. She was out of the medicine, and sent to the 
drug store for an ounce of Aconite, not knowing anything about 
attenuations or properties of the drug. She had taken five 
drops of the tincture every two hours since 8 a.m., or in all 
twenty-five drops of a very active tincture of Aconite root in 
the course of eight hours. 

I am satisfied that, between self-prescribing and that of the 
patent medicine vendors, we will, if observant, oftener find 
drug provings among our patients than we have hitherto 
suspected. 


Cimicifuga in Cbrebro-Spinal Meningitis. —When there are alter¬ 
nate tonic end clonic convulsions, all food and drink instantly rejected, 
no sleep for many hours; in a case of this kind cimicifuga proved 
speedily curative, after many drugs had been tried and no improve¬ 
ment gained.— N. A. J. H. 

Nitro-Glycerine in Gall-Stone Colic. —Dr. G. Lindsay Turnbull 
(Lcmcet) reports a case of biliary colic repeatedly relieved by the use 
of nitro-glycerine. A tablet of one one-hundredth of a grain gave 
speedy relief. He was induced to use the drug from its known power 
of relaxing unstriped muscular tissue. When there is intolerance for 
morphia it would be well to try nitro-glycerine. 
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HEMORRHOIDS AND HABITUAL CONSTIPATION.* 

As the preface, to be quoted below, will sufficiently 
indicate, this book is a contribution to the crusade against 
unnecessary surgical interference so much in fashion 
among all schools of practice in this ultra-mechanical age. 

“ Preface. 

“ One of the first things that proved to my mind beyond doubt 
the great superiority of homeopathy over the ordinary method 
of dealing with disease was its action in cases of old-standing 
constipation. In the early days of my investigation into the 
new system, I reasoned with myself, that if patients who had 
for years depended on purgative drugs for every action of the 
bowels they obtained could be delivered permanently from the 
necessity of using drugs of any kind, there was no longer any 
question which method I ought to choose. Such I found to 
be the daily experience of every careful homeopathist, and, 
following my preceptors, I have proved the truth of it over and 
over again in my own practice. Some of the evidence I shall 
adduce in the following pages. 

“ One particular object I have in view in writing this treatise 
is to demonstrate what homeopathy is capable of accomplishing 
in the world, if only it had fair play. That it does not have 
fair play many people know, but the majority do not. In every 
w ay possible the so-called orthodox allopathic school of medi¬ 
cine seeks to prevent the public and medical students from 
knowing anything about homeopathy, and puts all kinds of 
impediments in the way of medical men who would like to 
practise it. It may not be known that there exists a work 
much thought of by the allopathic sect, facetiously termed A 
Code of Medical Ethics. One of the ‘ law's ’ of this code begins 
w r ith these words:—‘ It is derogatory to the true science of 
medicine to practise homeopathy.* As well might it be said 
4 It is derogatory to true religion to practise the cardinal 
virtues.’ But we can see the force of the so-called 1 law T ’ 
when we realise that the profession generally scorns the idea of 
curing patients, and only professes to treat them. Now’, as 
Hahnemann pointed out, the business of a physician is not to 
jjhysic, but to cure. 

“ The best sphere in which to test the curative virtues of any 

* Hemorrhoids and Habitual Constipation : their Constitutional Cure. 
By John H. Clarke, M.D. London : James Epps and Co., Limited, 170,. 
Piccadilly, and 48, Threadneedle Street. 1897 . Pp. 110. Cloth, Is. 
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system is in chronic cases. In acute cases there is more room 
for questioning the effects of medicines ; but in old-standing 
cases—tumours of slow growth and diseases getting slowly 
worse, or remaining stationary, or changing their phases but 
never disappearing—here is a field in which the operation of 
a new factor in the shape of medicine is not to be questioned 
when a predicted change occurs, except by those who are 
wilfully blind. 

“ The mere ‘ physicking ’ of patients does not require the skill 
of a highly educated medical man ; and I maintain that medical 
men should be above such work, except as a temporary 
expedient on occasion. There are times when it is worth while 
to obtain the physiological effect of some purgative medicine, 
but that is not a thing to put in the place of a cure. The con¬ 
stitutional cure of the condition is the only object worthy of the 
physician’s aim. It is hardly possible to conceive the change 
that would take place in society if all medical men understood 
the power of homeopathic remedies. For one thing, our news¬ 
papers would be relieved of a large share of their advertise¬ 
ments. If medical men were educated to their true functions, 
quack nostrums would cease to have any vogue. Moreover, 
our landscapes and seascapes would lose disfigurements of 
which the artistic mind so bitterly complains. 

“ Another object I have in view is to prove that the ordinary 
routine practice of allopathic doctors in trying to cure patients 
of piles by cutting them off is at once unphilosophic, injurious, 
and unnecessary. A large majority of cases of piles are per¬ 
fectly curable by homeopathic remedies, and those which cannot 
be absolutely cured can almost invariably be so far remedied 
as to render operation out of the question. An operation does 
not remedy the state on which the piles depend; on the con¬ 
trary, it merely removes an expression of the constitutional 
state, and if Nature does not revenge herself for the outrage on 
some more vital part, the patient must be considered very 
fortunate. “John H. Clarke.” 


HEART REPERTORY.* 

The preface of this work will sufficiently indicate its 
aim. 

“ The last portion of my work on Diseases of the Heart and 
Arteries (about sixty pages) is devoted to a description of the 

• Heart Repertory. Compiled mainly from the author’s work on 
Diteases of the Heart and Arteries. By John H. Clarke, M.D. London : 
E. Gould and Son, 59, Moorgate Street, E.C. Cloth boards, 2s. 6d. 
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remedies that have been proved most useful in these affections ; 
and since its publication I have compiled an Index of the 
symptoms of the various medicines named with those of a few 
others. This has appeared in different numbers of the Homeo¬ 
pathic World, but it has seemed to me that many might like 
to have it in a separate form. 

44 It will be seen that in the Repertory I have adhered to the 
schema form for the basis, and the alphabetical order for the 
symptoms under each section. By this means it is possible to 
find any symptom that may be wanted with the least amount 
of trouble. “ John H. Clarke.** 


DR BURNETT’S “ FIFTY REASONS.” * 

We are glad to see a new edition of this excellent missionary 
work. “ Fifty Reasons,” as Dr. Burnett says in his Preface, 
44 has led many to investigate the claims of homeopathy and the 
Science of Drug Therapeutics It has done more than this : it 
has provided its readers with a luminous record of clinical 
experience which has helped many practitioners to obtain like 
results. Dr. Burnett dedicates this edition to Dr. Alfred E. 
Hawkes, of Liverpool. 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS, NOTES 
AND QUERIES. 


*** In this department we shall be happy to reply to any inquiries 
relating to homeopathy or to the matter of our magazine that our corre¬ 
spondents may like to address to us. We cannot, of course, undertake to 
give medical advice in particular cases, which is the business of a medical 
attendant; but if our medical readers like to put queries to each other 
regarding points of practice or puzzling cases, we shall be happy to insert 
queries and replies. 

H. D. — “8x” means three decimal places: *001 or T n\nyth. 
“ 8 ” means three centisimal places: *00 00 001 or TutfJ.ffTrcth. 

L. Nabain Mookebjee. —There is only one Physiological Journal 
published in this country, The Journal of Physiology . The price is 
‘21s. per volume. Offices, Ave Maria Lane, E.C. It is devoted princi¬ 
pally to the more abstruse and experimental topics of the science, 
and would probably be of little service for ordinary practice. Kirke’s 
Handbook of Physiology , published by Murray, 14s., would be more 
likely to suit you. 


* Fifty Reasons for being a Homeopath. Giv9n by J. Compton Bur¬ 
nett, M.D. London: Homeopathic Publishing Company, 12, Warwick 
Lane, E.C. 1896. Pp. 294. Cloth, 2s. 6d. 
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APPOINTMENTS, VACANCIES, REMOVALS, 

ETC. 


We shall be happy to insert notices of appointments if gentlemen 
will be good enough to forward them to us, and also of posts vacant and 
likely to be vacant, on receiving information from secretaries or com¬ 
mittees. Under this heading also, we shall mention good openings for 
homeopathic practitioners ana chemists. 

Dr. Ord, Boscombe.—Dr. Ord, of Madeira Road. Bournemouth, 
attends daily at Messrs. Gilbert and Hall’s Pharmacy, 4, Bank Build¬ 
ings, Chislehurst Road, Boscombe: on Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Thursdays, at 12 noon; Tuesdays and Fridays, 3 to 4 p.m. 


LONDON HOMEOPATHIC H08PITAL, GREAT ORMOND 8TREET, 
BLOOMSBURY. 

Hours of Attendance :— Medical (In-patients, 9.30 ; Out-patients, 
2.0), Daily; Surgical, Mondays, Tuesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays, 
2.0; Diseases of Women, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 2.0; 
Diseases of Skin, Thursdays, 2.0; Diseases of the Eye, Thursdays, 
2.0; Diseases of the Throat and Ear, Wednesdays, 2.0; Diseases 
of Children, Mondays and Thursdays. 9.0 a.m.; Operations, Tues¬ 
days, 2.30; Dental Cases, Thursdays, 9.0 a.m. 


MEDICAL AND SURGICAL WORKS PUBLISHED 
DURING THE PAST MONTH. 


Anderson (James). Notes on Medical I 
Nursing from the Lectures Oiven to ! 
the Probationers at the London * 
Hospital. Edit, by Ethel F. Lam- | 
port, with an Introductory Bio¬ 
graphical Notice by Sir Andrew 
Clark. 3rd ed. Cr. 8vo, pp. 198. 
(H. K. Lewis. 2s. 6d.) 

Butler (G. F.). A Text-Book of Materia 
Medica, Therapeutics and Phar¬ 
macology. Roy. 8vo. (Rebman 
Publishing Co. 22s. 6d.) 

Cabot (R. C.). A Guide to the Clinical 
Examination of the Blood for 
Diagnostic Purposes. 8vo. (Long¬ 
mans. 16s.) 

Davis (Edward P.). A Treatise on 
Obstetrics for Students and Practi¬ 
tioners. Dlust. with 217 Engravings 
and 30 Plates in Colours and Mono¬ 
chrome. Roy. 8vo, pp. 648. (Pent- : 
land. Net, 16s.) 

Hughes (Amy). Practical Hints on , 
District Nursing. (Burdett Series.) i 
Cr. 8vo, pp. 99. (Scientific Press. Is.) 

Jaruntowsky (Dr. Arthur von). The 1 
Private Sanatoria for Consumptives , 
and the Treatment Adopted within 
them. Trans, by H. C. Beale. Roy. 
8vo. (Rebman Publishing Co. Net, 1 
Is. 6d.) | 

Johnson (Theodora). The Swedish 
System of Physical Education: Its I 


Medical and General Aspects, Ex¬ 
panded from a Paper Read before 
Members of the British Medical 
Association. With 27 Illusts. Cr. 
8vo, pp. 79. (J. Wright and Co., 

Bristol Simpkin. Net, 3s. 6d.) 

Medical Register (The), 1897. 8vo, 
pp. 1,550. (Spottiswoode. 6s.) 

Raue (C. G.). Special Pathology and 
Diagnostics: With Therapeutic 
Hints. 4th ed. Super roy. 8vo, 
pp. 1,039. (Homeopathic Publishing 
Company. Net, 36s.: half-mor , 40s.) 

Richardson (Benjamin Ward). Vita 
Medica: Chapters of Medical Life 
and Work. 8vo, pp. 512. (Longmans. 
16s.) 

Treatise on Surgery (A). By Ameri¬ 
can Authors. For Students and 
Practitioners of Surgery and Medi¬ 
cine. Edit, by Roswell Park, A.M., 
M.D. Vol. 1, General Surgery, with 
358 Engravings and 21 Full-page 
Plates in Colours and Monochrome, 
pp. 798. Vol. 2, Special or Regional 
Surgery, with 451 Engravings and 
17 Full-page Plates in Colours and 
Monochrome, pp. 804. Roy. 8vo. 
(Pentland. Net, 34 b.) 

Wilson (Dr. Andrew). Common Ail¬ 
ments and their Cures. Cr. 8vo, sd., 
pp. 256. (Bellairs. Net, Is.) 
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TO CONTRIBUTORS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


All literary matter, Reports of 
Hospitals, Dispensaries, Societies. j 
and Books for Review, should be J 
sent to the Editor, Dr. Clarke, ’ 
30, Clargea Street, W. 

All advertisements and business 
communications to be sent to the 
44 Manager ” of the Homeopathic 
Publishing Company, 12, Warwick | 
Lane, Paternoster Row, London, 
E.C. 

Literary matter and corres¬ 
pondence should be sent to us not I 
later than the 12th of each month, j 
Proofs will be sent to contri- | 
butors, who are requested to cor¬ 
rect the same and return to the 1 
Editor as early as possible. • 

CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications received from I 
Directors Denver Horn. Medical 
College and Hospital; Dr. Cooper, 
London; Dr. Dudgeon, London ; 
Mr. Jos. Collinson, Wolsingham ; 
Mr. Tuke, Harrogate; Mr. J. j 
Stevenson, Crouch End; Mr. W. 
Tebb, Burstow; Dr. Ord, Bourne- I 
mouth. 

BOOKS AND JOURNALS 
RECEIVED. 

Zoophilist.—Allg. Horn. Zeit. 

— H. Monatsblatter. — Horn. 
Review.—Chemist and Druggist. 
—Prisons Service Review—H. 
Maandblad.—Cornish and Devon 
Post (Mar. 20th).—Pacific Coast 
J. of H.—Med. Century.—El | 
Propagada Horn. — La Biblio- j 
graphe Scientifique.—Archiv. f. 
Horn. — Medical Era. — Horn. I 
News. — Amer. Homeop. — H. 
Recorder.—Clinique.—New Eng. 
Med. Gaz.—Revist Homeopat.— 
Med. Visitor.—Hahn. Monthly. 

— Medical Counselor. — La 
Homeopatia.—Horn. Envoy.— 
Rev. Horn. Beige.—Med. Mon. 


f. Horn.—Healthy Life.—Vacci¬ 
nation Inquirer.—Denver J. of 
H.—Indian Homeo. Review.— 
Russian Journal of Homeo.— 
L’Art Medical.—Med. Argus.— 
Swedish System of Physical 
Education. By Theodore John¬ 
son.— Lethargy or Apparent 
Death. By “Kamice.” 


<Ebt homeopathic Sdtorltr. 


CONTENTS OF APRIL NUMBER. 

Leading Article 

The Medical Education of the Future. 

News and Notes. 

Original. Communications: 

An Episode in Hahnemann’s Career. 

The Curability of Cancer and other 
Tumours. ByJohn H. Clarke, M.D. 

Notes by the way.— BacHlinum^ Arc. 
By Dr. Ussher. 

Materia Medica Miscellany. By J. R. 
P. Lambert, M.D. 

Vaccininum. By John H. Clarke, 
M.D. 

Sulphonal Effects on Kidney and 
Skin. 
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HOMEOPATHS, QUACKS, AND PROFESSOR 
VIRCHOW. 

We rejoice to see that our friends in Prussia are standing 
up for their rights. Of course they have not succeeded in 
getting them; but every move of the kind works for good, 
and this particular move on their part has had one result 
which should make every peace-at-any-price homeopath 
take up arms against established medicine on the spot. 
W r e allude to the pronouncement on homeopathy which 
it has called forth from Professor Virchow. 

It will be best to let the Berlin correspondent of the 
British Medical Journal tell the story, and we will now 
quote from his letter which appeared in the issue of 
May 22nd:— 

“There was a discussion on medical legislation in the Prussian 
Diet a few days ago. In the course of the debate on the Budget, 
Herr von Werdeck, a Conservative member, expressed his regret 
that homeopathy had no place in the public hospitals, and that no 
homeopath had a seat on the Ministerial Medical Board. Dr. Eckels, 
a National Liberal member, asked for more stringent legislative 
measures against quacks. The Under-Secretary of State, Herr von 
Babtsch, in reply, said that a homeopathic clinic and a homeopathic 
drug store existed in Berlin, and that a homeopath sat on the Minis¬ 
terial Examining Board; the Government could go no further than 
this. As to the quack question, which was a very delicate and com¬ 
plicated one, negotiations were being carried on with the medical 
department of the German Imperial Government, which he hoped 
would result in a parallel action of the two Governments. Professor 
Vibchow said that he did not believe in legislation against quackery. 
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The young generation of doctors were loud in demanding “ protection 
by law,” but this demand was a sign of inexperience. As to 
homeopathy, his point of view was very similar. Homeopathy was 
not a scientific method at all, but simply a negation. He would not 
ask for legislation against it, but he would not cease to raise his voice 
in warning as often as there was any question of establishing homeo¬ 
pathic hospitals or of teaching homeopathy as a science. If the 
Government were to put itself at the head of a homeopathic move¬ 
ment, Prussia would soon cease to march in the vanguard of civili¬ 
sation.” 

Now this is really very considerate on the part of the 
professor. Homeopathy is “ simply a negation,'* and such 
a powerful negative that it is capable, if established in 
Prussia, of robbing that country of its place in the van¬ 
guard of civilisation ; and yet this magnanimous scientist 
would not ask for legislation against it any more than he 
would for legislation against quackery! A “ warning 
voice ” he would raise and nothing more. It is for this 
“ warning voice ” that we thank him. The greater part 
of the life of the professor has been spent in looking 
through microscopes at sections of dead bodies, in order 
to decipher the changes wrought by disease in the 
intimate structure of the tissues. And very excellent 
work he has done in this direction. But what connection 
there may be between this kind of work and that of 
curing diseased persons is quite another question. We 
have never heard it alleged of Virchow that he has paid 
any attention to this subject, and therefore his opinion on 
homeopathy is intrinsically worth just as much as the 
opinion of any other magnate on a subject he knows 
nothing about. But it has a certain value nevertheless : 
it affords a measure of the official allopathic view of the 
greatest therapeutic advance of the century. 

There are not a few homeopaths whose catholic souls 
can hardly brook the thought of their being therapeutic 
dissenters, and who seem always to be expecting the 
medical millennium to happen next week. We commend 
to the notice of these well-meaning persons the speech of 
Professor Virchow. If that does not suffice to open 
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their eyes to the gulf that still exists between the science 
and art of curing and the science and art of the other 
thing known as allopathy, we fear nothing will. For our 
part we have been very conscious of its existence all along, 
and have done our best to warn our colleagues against 
the risk of tumbling into it. We are therefore obliged to 
Professor Virchow for helping us in this work, and for 
inspiring us with new impulse to expose that established 
fraud that goes by the name of “ rational and scientific 
medicine,” whilst its own most eminent adherents pro¬ 
claim that it has nothing rational or scientific about it; 
which professes not to “ cure ” but only to “ treat,” and 
which stigmatises as quacks those who have really learned 
to apply the principles of the True Healing Art. 


Conium in Headache. —The Conium headache is as if the head were 
44 beaten to pieces ” ; also a feeling as of a downward pressure 44 as 
from a stone on the top of the frontal bone.”— Horn. Envoy from 
Chronic Diseases. 

Mezerkum in Headache. — Mezereum headache is relieved by 
“bending low down”; it will be the more indicated if there are 
itching eruptions, or nightly itching of the body.—( Chronic Diseases) 
Horn. Envoy. 

Stigmata Maydis (Corn-silk) in Catarrh of Bladder. — The 
fungus that forms upon the maize-plant, ustilago maydis, is well 
known for its action in the female generative sphere. The stigmata, 
however, the so-called 44 corn-silk,” have now been discovered to act 
on the heart and arteries like digitalis, and also to exert a curative 
influence in catarrh of the bladder and urinary tract. Dr. J. H. Cook 
relates an obstinate case of the latter kind, in which, after everything 
else had failed, he gave teaspoonful doses of the fluid extract, with 
most unhoped-for results. — Med. Century , December 15th. [Yet 
another succedaneum of digitalis in its cardiac action seems to have 
been found in the fruit of the common hawthorn—crattegus oxya- 
cantha. Introduced by an Irish practitioner named Greene, an 
American one, Dr. M. C. Jennings, imparts his knowledge and ex¬ 
perience of the plant to his countrymen in the N. Y. Med. Journal of 
October 10th, with cases. Crude dosage seems to be required here, 
as with its prototype.— Horn. Recorder , December.] 

The com-silk is also brought before us as a urinary remedy by Dr. 
R. K. Paine. He finds it especially valuable in the cases for which 
sabal serrulata has been so much praised of late—chronic catarrh of 
the bladder in old men, from enlarged prostate and the consequent 
retention of urine. He gives five-chop doses of a tincture.— Minne¬ 
apolis Horn. Magazine , February (B. J. H. S.). 
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NEWS AND NOTES. 


The Paris Fire. 

It is with profound regret that we record the loss 
sustained by our confrere , Dr. V. L6on Simon, in the 
recent Paris calamity, in the person of his daughter, 
Mdlle. Marie Th£r£se Simon, who was numbered among 
the victims. Mdlle. Simon was twenty-two years of age. 
Dr. Simon and his family may be assured that his many 
friends in this country sympathise with them most deeply 
in their great sorrow. Homeopathy has sustained 
another loss in the same disaster in the person of Dr. 
Rochet, who died at the age of sixty-eight. The only 
other adult male victim was another doctor—Dr. Feu- 
lard—who lost his life in trying to save others. Dr. 
Rochet, says the Lancet , unlike the rest of the men 
present, refused to try to get out, saying, “Women first.” 


Disinfection. 

We have often thought that there was a great deal of 
superstition in the modern worship of the paraphernalia 
of disinfection; but we were not prepared to find such 
official endorsement of our view as appears in the Report 
of the Medical Officer of Health for Camberwell, Dr. 
Francis Stevens, to his vestry. We will quote one or two 
passages : 

“ I may here mention that we constantly receive letters from the 
school authorities asking whether disinfection has been carried out, 
and in some cases complaining of our delay in forwarding the notices. 
This neglect and delay is, however, intentional, as we have always 
made a practice of waiting about a fortnight after the carrying out of 
disinfection before giving notice to the schools to see whether any 
fresh cases occur. The disinfection consisted of spraying the room 
with a solution of 1 in 8,000 of corrosive sublimate, of taking away 
all clothing, &c., that had been in contact with the patient, and 
exposing the same to super-heated steam in the Vestry’s disinfecting 
machine. An examination of the houses was made at the time if the 
patient had been removed or delayed until recovery if otherwise, and 
proper notices were served on the owners of the houses to execute 
any work which appeared to be necessary. A list is prepared daily 
for transmission to the Public Libraries, so that these may be made 
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aware of the existence of the disease in houses where the books may 
have been borrowed from the Library. 

“ Some slight alteration has been made in the method of procedure 
since the reassembling of the schools in January, 1897, namely, that 
I myself have visited nearly all the cases, and I have given strict 
orders that all the children in the infected house should be excluded 
for a period of twenty-one days after the recovery, death, or removal 
of the patient. 

“ During this period we carried out no disinfection of the rooms in 
the schools, my reason for not doing so being that on previous 
occasions when this had been done the results have not been 
encouraging. 

“ Choumert Road School, as regards the Infants’ and Girls’ Depart¬ 
ment, was disinfected in the Easter vacation, 1896, particular 
attention being paid to the washing of all the slates in a disinfectant 
solution. The first week after the reassembling of school there were 
no cases, but in the second week there was a case, and in the third 
several children were attacked. There were thus no reasons for 
supposing that the disinfecting had been of any service. During the 
past two years we have disinfected three schools, two of them being 
under the control of the School Board for London, and the third a 
voluntary school, but in none of these instances was I convinced 
that the disinfection was of any material advantage .” 


Phytolacca Electrica. 

An interesting note under the heading “ An Electric 
Plant” appeared in the Monthly Magazine of Pharmacy 
for May. 

“Nicaragua produces a plant which appears to be charged with 
electricity to such an extent that, if its branches are touched with the 
bare hand, a perfect shock is felt, similar to that given bv electricity. 
It influences the magnetic needle at a distance of half a dozen yards, 
and the nearer it is placed the greater this influence is apparent, 
while if the instrument is placed in the centre of the bush a steady 
circular movement is observable. The time of day exerts a marked 
influence upon the activity of the plant, the maximum of its elec¬ 
trical influence being evinced at about two o’clock in the afternoon, 
while during the night it appears to have no effect whatever. Stormy 
weather increases its remarkable demonstrations. The plant is called 
the Phytolacca electrica .” 

It is interesting to recall in this connection that our 
own Phytolacca decandra has for one of its leading indi¬ 
cations a sensitiveness to electric changes, particularly 
aggravation from damp and chill, and the effects of a 
wetting. There is in plant electricity a whole untrodden 
world awaiting the advent of some Columbus or a Nansen 
to make it known. 
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How Not to Do It. 

The subjoined cutting from the Echo of May 5th 
affords a sad example of how ready medical men are to 
act in a way the reverse of prudent when they themselves 
are stricken with illness. The commonest observation 
ought to teach medical practitioners that among the most 
fruitful sources of want of success in the treatment of 
disease are—(1) undue apprehension on the part of the 
patient, and (2) the giving of medicines improperly 
selected on the part of the physician. Yet, as can be 
seen from this cutting, a medical man when he meets 
with a slight accident makes the twofold blunder of 
becoming panic-stricken, and of giving himself Anti¬ 
toxin ; this last for no better reason apparently than that 
because it is of supposed utility in diphtheria it must 
therefore be the only cure for tetanus! Even the 
philosophy of a Pasteur ought to have taught him that 
utility in one disease does not imply utility in all other 
diseases. 

The circumstance should convince all supporters of 
homeopathy how necessary it is to continue the public 
advocacy of homeopathy with its law of similars to guide 
them in disease, and how very far the profession still is 
from recognising the multiplicity of forms assumed by 
disease, and the corresponding diversity of its remedies. 

“A Remarkable Premonition. 

“ At Rock Hall, Uckfield, on May 4th, an inquest was held by Mr. 
G. E. Hillman, respecting the death of Dr. Adolphus Joseph Richard- 
son, aged 50 years, of Church Road, Hove, who died on Sunday frotn 
lockjaw, following injuries he received while cycling at Buxted Hill on 
Friday last. Dr. E. H. Black, of Buxted, stated that the deceased 
appeared to be only slightly bruised, and progressed favourably, but 
on Sunday, 25th, he declared to witness he knew he should die of 
tetanus on the following Sunday. Witness saw no indications of such 
a complication, but the deceased was so positive that on Tuesday, at 
his own wish, Antitoxin was brought from London, the deceased 
being positive that that was the only cure for tetanus. On Thursday 
last deceased said he knew tetanus had developed, and in the evening 
witness noticed the first symptoms, which rapidly increased, and 
caused death on Sunday. The jury returned a verdict of * accidental 
death,’ and expressed their sympathy with the widow and relatives 
of the deceased.” 
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An Experiment in Whooping-Cough. 

We take the following from the British Medical Journal 
of May 22nd :— 

“The Duration of Infection in Whooping-Cough. 

“ Weill, who in 1894 expressed the opinion that whooping-cough 
is contagious only during the premonitory catarrhal stage, has since 
put his opinion to the test (Lyon May 9, 1897). On various 

occasions he permitted nearly a hundred young children , who had not 
previously suffered from whooping-cough , to he associated in the 
same ward for twenty days or more with children suffering from the 
disease during the stage of whooping. In only one case was the 
disease contracted, and in this instance the patient from whom the 
infection was derived was in the very earliest period of the whooping 
stage. In three small epidemics Weill was able to satisfy him self 
that infection was contracted from children who had not yet begun to 
whoop. He concludes that infection ceases very soon after the cha¬ 
racteristic whoops commence, and that therefore in a family it is not 
the patient who is already whooping, but his brothers and sisters who 
have not previously had whooping-cough who ought to be isolated.” 

We do not question the correctness of Weill’s obser¬ 
vations as regards his own cases, but we do protest 
that it is far from establishing the point he claims. We 
have known whooping-cough to be communicated to 
families by children in whom the disease had long passed 
the acute stage and in whom only an occasional spas¬ 
modic cough remained. But that is not our only reason 
for reproducing the paragraph. We should like to ask 
whether the worthy doctor, who was no doubt filled with 
the charitable intention of settling a scientific point for 
the good of humanity, first obtained the consent of the 
children’s parents, if they were not old enough to give 
their own. Seeing that whooping-cough is not uncom¬ 
monly attended with serious risk to health and life, there 
was no sort of justification in testing the point in this 
way. In this connection a pamphlet by Miss Cobbe, 
which is the subject of our next note, comes pertinently to 
hand. 


44 Versuchsthiere.” 

The subject of Miss Cobbe’s pamphlet is the story of 
cancer-grafting in France and Germany. The story is 
not a new one, but it has never been told in its com¬ 
pleteness, with all the official details and criticisms, 


Digitized by AjOOQle 



248 


NEWS AND NOTES. 


rHomeopathic World. 
L June 1,1897. 


before. The title of the pamphlet is Human Animals 
for Research (“ Versuchsthiere ”) in the Hospitals * 
Miss Cobbe adds an explanation of the word “ Versuchs- 
thiere ” “ This German word, signifying literally Beasts 

for Research , is applied in modem medical slang in 
Germany both to vivisected animals and to patients in 
hospitals. In England the latter are called in medical 
parlance Clinical Material .” The incident of the cancer¬ 
grafting experiments with the comments they called 
forth forms one of the most remarkable examples of the 
erroneous view taken by a large section of the medical 
profession on this vitally important question. But it 
is not by any means an isolated example. That 
14 science first, patients second ” is the common creed is 
shown by numberless instances like the one we have 
alluded to just now. Here is another from page 14 
of Miss Cobbe’s pamphlet:— 

“A few years ago Dr. GaiUeton, subsequently Mayor of Lyons, 
and invested with the Cross of the Legion of Honour by President 
Carnot, was (so said the Newcastle Chronicle , September 21, 1888), 
condemned in the cotirts of justice for the following offence. He took 
an orphan boy from a charitable institution and inoculated him with 
a most horrible disease. The innocent child died miserably, and the 
doctor defended his action on the grounds that he 1 had had in view 
only the progress of Science; and that all the world might have 
benefited by the death of the motherless pauper boy.'" 

If the professors of “ medical ethics ” cquld rise to any 
subject higher than medical trades-unionism, here is a 
work they might usefully turn their attention to. The 
men who perpetrate these things are not so much to 
blame individually after all. They only carry out the 
common sentiment. If there is no authority within the 
profession capable of correcting this vicious mental atti¬ 
tude, it will devolve on enlightened outsiders to bring the 
lever of public opinion to bear; and, after all, the public 
is the master and not the servant of the profession. 


A Dose of Aconite. 

Apparently the elephant affords another example of 
the differences that obtain between man and animals 

* Printed for Frances Power Cobbe, Hengwrt, Dolgelly, by Pewtress 
and Co., 28, Little Queen Street, London, W.C. 
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in their reaction to poisons. We quote the following 
account from the Chemist and Druggist , May 15th :— 

“Poisoning an Elephant. 

“A large elephant escaped from Cross’s Menagerie at Liverpool 
a few days ago, and was kept chained in an outhouse on the farm on 
which it was captured, at Netherton, and in charge of three keepers. 
Mr. Cross, thinking it not advisable to try to bring it back, for fear it 
might do more damage, ordered it to be killed. He was afraid to risk 
shooting it, lest, if the first shot did not take effect, the animal might 
go mad or break away. So he resolved to try poison. He got Mr. J. 
Hocken, chemist, Ola Hall Street, and his son to accompany him, 
and taking a large bottle of prussic acid and a package of aconitine, 
a quantity of buns, apples, and carrots, the party set out. The 
carrots, which were given to the elephant, it ate with relish. One 
with the inside scraped out, and the top left for a plug, was then 
filled with aconitine, and passed to the beast, who swallowed it in 
an instant. ‘ There,’ said Mr. Hocken, 4 he has swallowed enough 
poison to settle 2,000 people.’ It had no effect, however, on the 
elephant, which went on eating as before. After anxiously waiting 
and watching in the drenching rain and bitter cold, it was resolved to 
try the prussic acid. A large brass syringe was filled with the poison ; 
a keeper coaxed the animsd to open its mouth by holding a bun high 
up, and the acid was then injected into the mouth. The elephant 
seemed to dislike this very much, and a drink of water, for which it 
appeared to crave, was given to it. Instead of swallowing the water, 
however, the creature just washed its mouth out like a human being 
and let the water run out on to the floor, and appeared as well as 
ever. Another syringe full of the liquid was then brought, but the 
elephant would allow no one to approach it, seeming to know what 
the syringe meant. Every one was at his wits’ end to know what to 
do next. After much waiting the idea was hit upon to wrap the 
syringe in a bag. This done, more food was thrown into the elephant’s 
mouth, and the syringe waB all ready when suddenly a cry was heard— 
‘Father, I am done.’ It appeared young Mr. Hocken, who was 
using the syringe, was smoking a cigarette, and having his mouth 
partly open, had inhaled some of the prussic acid, and was nearly 
gone. He was without the slightest delay taken to a pump, and cold 
water was poured on his head till it nearly took his breath away. 
This probably saved his life. By this time the elephant showed signs 
of uneasiness, leaning against the wall, lifting its feet, and so on. 
Another dose of poison was given to end it quickly, and the animal 
died about three hours after the first dose. Without any plunging 
the animal quietly fell over on its side, and was dead in an instant. 
The carcase has been given to the Liverpool Medical School.” 


Melbourne Homeopathic Hospital. 

Through the courtesy of Messrs. Martin and Pleasance 
we are enabled to give our readers the latest report of the 
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above-named institution, and we wish to call attention to 
the comparative figures of attendance, cost, and results of 
the three principal hospitals in Melbourne. We can only 
describe it as a magnificent triumph for homeopathy and 
for the staff and management of the institution. 


ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


THE CURABILITY OF CANCER AND OTHER 
TUMOURS. 

By John H. Clarice, M.D., Consulting Physician to the London 
Homeopathic Hospital. 

(Continued from p. 164.) 

III. The Action of the Iodides. 

Befoke I proceed to relate my own experience I will 
quote at length two articles which have appeared recently 
illustrating the action of the Iodides of Calcium, Barium, 
and Ferrum , which it will be useful to consider in connec¬ 
tion with that of the Iodide of Potassium, which has been 
instanced in the preceding article. First I will quote an " 
article on Calcic Iodide, by Dr. C. L. Nichols, of Worcester, 
Mass., from the New England Medical Gazette of December, 
1896. The article was first communicated to the Massa¬ 
chusetts Homeopathic Society. 

An old practitioner of large experience said to me in the 
early years of my medical life, “ Give me Opium , Calomel , and 
Digitalis, and you may destroy all other drugs, for I can effect 
with these three everything which can be accomplished in the 
treatment of disease.” 

This is hardly in harmony with the tendency of the times, 
which presents us almost daily with some new drug, or new 
form of a familiar one, until the old and well-tried medicines 
are well-nigh buried out of sight. 

Sir William Broadbent expressed more than half the truth 
when he said, at a recent meeting of the British Medical 
Association, “New drugs are added every day for the benefit, 
chiefly, of those who do not knowhow to employ the old ones.” 

This statement applies equally to our homeopathic pharma¬ 
copeia, when we remember that eighty years ago Hahnemann’s 
Materia Medica Pur a contained forty-six remedies, while Allen’s 
great work in 1874 numbered over three hundred. 
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But after all has been said, not one of us would dispense 
with any of these, and the important point for us to seek is the 
verification of the symptoms presented under the new drugs 
until they also may take their places with the few well-tried 
medicines we know as polychrests. It was a thought like this 
that has prompted the present paper, which, though frag¬ 
mentary, is given to you with the hope of suggesting a more 
extensive and, perhaps, definite study of a comparatively new 
compound, both elements of which are old and tried. 

1. Case of Mrs. J. H. B., 49 years of age. No record of 
hereditary taint, complexion sallow and earthy, eyes blue, had 
noticed a bunch in the breast for some months; attention having 
been first called to it by her dressmaker, but lately on account 
of severe pain after using her arm, and on account of great 
tenderness of the whole breast. Examination showed a bunch 
in the upper segment of right breast with apparent retraction 
of nipple, skin unchanged, tumor freely movable, rounded and 
irregular in shape, but not nodular, about the size of a small 
lemon, as it seemed through the thick adipose tissue ; the 
axillary glands were not affected and general health was good, 
although the face was sallow and earthy in colour. Pain was 
shooting and aching, and the bunch was quite tender when 
touched, but showed no evidence of fluctuation, and the nipple 
seemed to be depressed rather than retracted. She stated that 
shehad been told by several physicians that the bunch was 
cancerous, and, while very anxious, she had refused to have 
an operation. 

She was told to keep that arm quiet, not being allowed to 
sew or raise the hand to her head, and was given Calcic Iodide 
3x, two grains four times a day. This was continued for 
several months and then given only night and morning for 
two years, during which time the tumour diminished slowly 
but steadily, until it finally disappeared. During the course of 
this treatment two smaller tumours appeared in the other 
breast, but vanished in a few weeks without change of 
remedy. 

2. Case of Mrs. J. L. E., whose mother died of uterine 
cancer, age 32, has had one child, lives in an old and damp 
house, too much shaded by trees, naturally florid complexion, 
eyes blue, but now face is sallow and earthy. She is anxious, 
nervous, and sleepless. Has noticed a small bunch in her left 
breast without being able to ascribe a cause, and fears some 
malignant trouble. 

Examination revealed a small bunch in left breast about the 
size of an English walnut, freely movable, round, and hard, no 
pain, bnt tenderness to touch or pressure. 

Calcic Iodide 3x was prescribed, two grains four times a day, 
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and continued for several months until the bunch entirely dis¬ 
appeared. 

During this process two others showed themselves, one in 
each breast, but vanished in a short time. 

3. Case of Mrs. R., age 34, has had four or five children, 
nursing them all and having had a mammary abscess during 
first lactation, but in the breast not now affected. Complexion 
sallow, skin unhealthy, but well in. other particulars; though 
much depressed about this trouble. 

Tumour was found to be a large, hard, nodular growth in the 
right breast, freely movable, tender to touch, with occasional 
sharp pains after using that arm. 

Calcic Iodide 3x was given, two grains four times a day, and 
after two or three months’ treatment the tumour was gone. 

4. Case of Mrs. H., age 43 years, no history of hereditary 
trouble. Has had for some six months a very painful bunch 
in right breast. Examination showed it to be beneath, or else 
on the under surface of the breast, about midway between the 
nipple and circumference in the upper segment, very tender to 
touch and fluctuating. 

Diagnosis of cancer was made by two careful physicians and 
the knife was urged, but she refused. 

Calcic Iodide 3x, two grains four times a day, was given, and 
has been continued for three months, using caution about 
raising the arm. The pain is entirely gone, the tenderness 
much less marked, and the size of the tumour reduced by 
about one-half. 

These cases taken in sequence are given to call attention to 
two points:— 

First, that certain tumours of the breast are curable without 
the use of the knife. 

Second, that the remedy Calcic Iodide has a definite value in 
such cases. 

Let me state here, lest a wrong inference be drawn, that I 
would not urge, advise, or countenance the use of this or any 
other internal remedy, without present knowledge, in a case of 
malignant disease, because the record of the knife in the early 
stages of malignant tumours cannot be equalled by any medicinal 
treatment. 

Still, it behoves us to consider more carefully our diagnosis 
in the early stages of these tumours in order to select our 
treatment and thus overcome some of the opposition to surgical 
means, which is so predominant in the minds of most sufferers, 
that it has sometimes seemed to me the cause of that secretive¬ 
ness which in malignant cases we consider almost diagnostic of 
cancer 

In his classical work on this subject Gross states that the 
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symptoms characteristic of non-carcinomatous growths are that 
“ the tumour is circumscribed, rounded, or ovoid and bossed in 
outline, often several in the same breast, of firm consistency, 
freely movable with normal skin, no record of heredity, no 
involvement of nipples or lymphatic glands ” ; and he further 
states, in summing up his conclusions, “ that if you find a 
uniformly hard, movable, nodular, slowly growing tumour 
usually in the upper and outer part of the breast, free from 
ulceration or alteration of the skin, veins, nipple, or lymphatic 
glands, in a comparatively young woman, particularly if more 
than one tumour is present, your diagnosis may be fibroma. 
If in middle life and the tumour is fluctuating or has points of 
fluctuation, it is a cystic fibroma.” 

In a recent article on Dispersable Tumour, Herbert Snow 
calls attention to a class of cases which he names fibroma of 
adolescence, caused (a) by pressure of corsets, ( b ) by injury to 
the substance, and (c) by inflammation of the lactiferous ducts 
in neurotic subjects. These he claims can be dispersed by 
inunction of Iodide of Lead ointment in a few weeks ; but he 
states that the fibroma of middle life, particularly if cystic, can 
never be removed except by the knife. 

It is my opinion that the three cases first mentioned were 
fibromata, and that the last—not yet cured, though much 
improved — is a cystic fibroma, in accordance with the 
diagnostic symptoms of Gross, and that the steady dis¬ 
appearance of them may be fairly ascribed to the Calcic 
Iodide employed. 

Attention was first called to the use of this drug in tumours 
• by Dr. Henry M. Paine, of Albany, and a number of successful 
cases have been recorded where it was used in uterine fibromata. 
It has been my desire in this paper to show that the same 
remedy is of value in fibromata elsewhere, and thus perhaps 
define pathologically, as well as pathogenetically, the action of 
Calcic Iodide . 

Side by side with this valuable record of experience, a 
paper by Dr. J. E. Gilman on the cure of a case of 
Hodgkin’s disease by means of Iodides {Clinique, January 
15th) will be read with much interest, and the discussion 
on the paper with no less. It will be observed that the 
indications were more or less general, and the attenuations 
used were low. This is inevitable in the treatment of 
many tumour cases where no fine indications are to be 
obtained. In the absence of any definite law of attenua¬ 
tions I should be inclined to state the case (so far as my 
experience and reading point) thus: When clear symp- 
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tomatic indications are obtainable and the simillimum is 
found, give the remedy high. When the homeopathic 
correspondence is only a rough one—a simile , but not a 
simillimum —better results are obtained by medicines ap¬ 
proaching the crude. This applies to tissue and organ 
homeopathy. Dr. Burnett, who has done much to define 
the latter group, has also carried forward Hahnemann’s 
teachings on Chronic Diseases.” He has been one of 
the most energetic of recent workers in extending our 
knowledge of the diatheses, and what may be termed 
diathetic homeopathy. Hahnemann’s Psoric, Sycotic, and 
Syphilic miasms have been amplified and classified, and 
corresponding remedies—nosodes and others—discovered. 
The diathetic remedy is always to be regarded as a 
simillimum, and must be given in very high attenuations, 
and rarely repeated if good results are to be obtained. 
This is Dr. Burnett’s experience and my own ; and it is 
also that of earlier workers in the same field. 

I will now pass on to Dr. Gilman’s paper:— 

Hodgkin’s Disease Cured by Internal Remedies. 

The definition of this disease as given in the Reference 
Handbook of the medical sciences is “ a disease of which the 
most prominent features are a more or less general enlarge¬ 
ment of the lymphatic glands; enlargement of the spleen due 
to hypertrophy of its malpighian bodies; new formation of 
adenoid tissue in various parts of the body ; a high though not 
extreme degree of anemia and the absence of leucocythemia.” 
Without entering into the etiology or the morbid pathology of 
the disorder, I wish to call your attention briefly to some of 
the symptoms of the disease and illustrate it with a case 
occurring within my notice. Enlargements of the lymphatic 
glands in some part or other of the body forming conglomera¬ 
tions or bunches of glands resembling clusters of grapes to the 
touch are among the earliest symptoms, the glands gradually 
assuming the hypertrophied character. As they increase they 
press upon contiguous tissues and cause profound disturbances 
of function and nutrition, and an anemic condition sets in 
sooner or later. According to the location of the enlarged 
glands depends a good deal the more marked disturbances. If 
the cervical and thoracic glands are the ones affected it may 
interfere with the circulation of the blood in the brain, or 
cough, dyspnea, and difficult deglutition may ensue; if in the 
axilla brachial neuralgia and edema of the arm may follow ; if 
the inguinal glands similar disturbances of the lower extremities; 
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jaundice and ascites, when the portal glands are enlarged. 
There is a condition of anemia, the patient tires with the 
slightest exertion, and there is palpitation of the heart. Fever 
presently appears of the hectic variety, with morning remissions, 
and having somewhat of the appearance of a malarial paroxysm, 
but lacking the rhythmical regularity of the malarial diseases. 
The fever may reach 103° or 104°, or even a little more on 
occasions, and there are night-sweats; when the fever is 
pretty continuous and reaches this intensity the patient 
speedily sinks under the disease. Digestive disturbances are 
present; there is impaired digestion, nausea, vomiting, and 
gastralgia ; stomatitis sometimes occurs. Constipation is the 
rule and a disagreeable and persistent pruritus may be present. 
The prognosis is an unfavourable one, nearly all cases accord¬ 
ing to different authorities proceeding to a fatal termination. 
Especially unfavourable symptoms would be the considerable 
number of the glands involved, especially if in dangerous 
location and long-continued high temperature. The average 
duration of the life of the individual after the advent of this 
disease is about two years. 

Case .—With this brief statement of the generalities of Hodg¬ 
kin’s disease I wish to attach the statement of the patient 
himself as given to me :— 

“ Chicago, Sept. 18, 1896. 

“ Dr. J. E. Gilman. 

“Dear Sir, —Up to the age of twenty or twenty-two I had enjoyed 
what might be called perfect health, scarcely knowing the meaning of 
the word fatigue, but about 1888 I had spells of being bilious, slight 
palpitation of the heart, and my complexion at times having a dark 
yellowish cast, accompanied by a drowsy feeling, especially after 
eating. 

“ I w r as told this was caused from my liver and dyspepsia, and at 
different times took medicine prescribed by my doctor. In 1893 I 
accepted a position at 4 the Columbian Exposition,’ thinking that as I 
had been confined indoors most of the time for several years an out¬ 
door position would be beneficient to me; but much of the time my 
appetite was poor and I lacked ambition, feeling tired and sleepy, as 
I thought much more than was natural, although at times would feel 
as well as I ever did. 

“I had fairly good health until about January 1, 1895, I had a 
severe cold or grippe with rheumatic pains in different parts of my 
body and bones, and at about this time noticed an enlargement at the 
lower extremity at the right side of my neck, that felt like a sack of 
marbles about the size of a goose-egg. 

“ I consulted a doctor and after taking his medicine for a month or 
six weeks, and getting worse as I thought, discontinued its use. I 
then tried Payne’s Celery Compound, also Warner’s Safe Cure with no 
better results. 

“During this time I had severe night-sweats, wanted to sleep about 
two-thirds of the time, and had little ambition for work or recreation 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



256 THE CURABILITY OF CANCER. [Homeopathic* World. 

L June 1,1897. 


of any kind; had a dry tickling cough and at times palpitation of the 
heart with spells of dizziness. This continued until May 2, 1895, 
when I became so weak that I took my bed, and May 5th, I think it 
was, you were called to see me and since that time you, no doubt, 
have sufficient knowledge of my case. I am weighing more and 
feeling better generally than I have for the past eight years and hope 
in a short time to see the slight swelling remaining on my neck 
disappear. 

“ Respectfully, 

“ S. W. H.” 

When I took charge of the case, May 6, 1895, the patient 
presented the following symptoms: There was a fever of 
almost constant type, only occasionally would the temperature 
be normal and reacting at one time to 105°. Night-sweats were 
profuse and exhausting. There were two large grape-like bunches 
the size of my fist, involving the cervical glands, and in other 
parts of the body were noticeable enlarged and knotted glands. 
The patient was emaciated. There was present the stomach de¬ 
rangement with stomatitis and a profound exhaustion. The 
cervical pressure made deglutition an effort, and there was 
cough and some dyspnea due to an extension to the thoracic 
glands. There was enlargement of the tonsils. In this we 
have as a simile Baryta Iod., and for a while I gave this as 
the main remedy. Arsenic Iod. aided the removal of some of 
‘ the digestive disturbance at a little later date, followed by 
Ferrnm Iod. for the relief of the night-sweats and the anemic 
condition. G-uaiacol was given, I confess, somewhat empiri¬ 
cally as an experiment but largely as an antiseptic. The three 
iodides—the Baryta Iod., the Arsenic Iod., and the Feirum Iod . 
—had so many times removed glandular engorgements, hyper¬ 
trophies, and various neoplasms that I thought here is so close 
an analogy to the localised forms in which they have proven 
specific that certainly they should remove this also, and the 
result was as stated. The patient steadily and rapidly im¬ 
proved so that by July 20th he was able to take a short journey 
to the country, the glandular trouble gradually disappearing, 
so that at the present time, October, 1896, it may safely be 
said that it is cured. From an experience extending through 
twelve years I have given these three remedies in all cases of 
hypertrophy of glandular structure, such as nodules in the 
breast, enlargements and induration of the cervical and inguinal 
glands, and in this time have removed many cases that the 
surgeon had marked as his own especial property, and I do not 
now recall one single instance of a failure to entirely remove 
the induration and restore the normal condition of the involved 
tissues when the 3x triturate of these three iodides has been 
followed up persistently and steadily. 
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Discussion. —Dr. Shears : I have been much interested in 
the report presented by Dr. Gilman, although I arrived too 
late to hear the first part of the paper. I have long been 
familiar with Dr. Gilman’s faith in these remedies for the 
treatment of this class of cases, and I have personal knowledge 
of a number of cures which he has made and which were fully 
as remarkable as the one here reported. 

The efficacy of each of the remedies mentioned is due, I 
believe, to the Iodine contained therein, and is another illustra¬ 
tion of the action of that drug upon the glandular system as 
shown by its use in the treatment of goitre, as well as the use 
of Calcarea Iod. in the scrofulosis of children, the Baryta Iod. 
in hypertrophied tonsils, and the Potassium Iod. in the glandular 
lesions of syphilis. Its action, while not restricted to any 
especial portion of the glandular system, is most marked upon 
the thyroid, the mammary glands, the ovaries, and the testes. 
These enlargements are almost always a hyperplasia of the 
glandular structures, and are due to an inflammatory process 
which may be either sub-acute or chronic in character, usually 
the latter. They are most often of slow growth and painless, 
manifesting the sluggishness and indolence so characteristic of 
Iodine in all its forms. The advantage of its employment in 
the different forms mentioned by Dr. Gilman, namely, the 
Baryta , the Arsenic, and the Fcrrum Iod. y lies, I believe, in 
the fact that with the change from one to another the action of 
the drug continues without increasing the dose, and thus its 
effects are manifested for a much longer period of time than 
would be possible with any one of the salts or with the Iodine 
in its pure form. 

While I have great confidence in the use of this drug in 
these hyperplastic enlargements, I have very little faith in its 
action upon true neoplastic formations. Knowing of Dr. 
Gilman’s success in the treatment of certain glandular enlarge¬ 
ments, I have given the remedies a thorough trial in undoubted 
cases of real malignant growth, but have never seen a favourable 
result. When, therefore, the symptoms indicate the presence 
of a malignant tumour, I cannot counsel delay in the utilisation 
of the only method which offers promise of definite cure, 
namely, complete and thorough removal. 

Dr. Gilman : I have but very little to add to the statements 
that I have already made except by the way of amplification. 

I have used the three iodides for the past twelve or more years 
in numerous cases. I first used them in a case of painful and 
rapidly increasing nodular growth in the breast. The patient 
was approaching the climacteric, and the growth had become 
a very serious matter. Profs. Helmuth, Hall, and others had 
examined the case, and the opinion was given that from three 
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to five years would end life unless an operation could remove 
the trouble. In a few months of this kind of treatment the 
neoplasm was removed without surgical interference. An 
injury eight years or so later caused a development of the 
former symptoms, which were easily removed in a very few 
weeks. Since that time I have used it with unvarying success 
for all glandular engorgements of the breast. 

Another case to illustrate its action. A young lady steno¬ 
grapher had an induration of the glands of the neck. So large 
had it become as to be a positive deformity; so hard that it 
was stony in the sensation to the touch, and it interfered with 
movement of the jaws and the muscles of the neck. It was 
still increasing. Drs. Fenger, Senn, and Isham had each seen 
it and had each decided that the knife was the only relief, and 
her employer sent her to me for advice. I told her that if she 
would take the medicines regularly I might be able to arrest 
the growth without an operation. In three months there was 
not a trace of it. It had melted away as a snow-bank before 
the summer’s sun. At first there was softening, then the lump 
broke into two, and these pieces softened and disappeared. 
There has been no return of the trouble. There have been so 
many such instances that I give the treatment with a feeling 
of certainty of success, and can assure the patient with the 
confidence bom of continual accomplishment. 


THE VALUE OF COLLINSONIA CANADENSIS 
IN HEMOBEHOIDAL AFFECTIONS. 

By Frederick Kopp, Greenwich, N.S.W. 

The value of Collinsonia Canadensis in the treatment 
of all hemorrhoidal affections has been placed, during 
latter years, beyond all dispute. Analogous to Nux 
Vomica and Sulphury two very valuable remedies in the 
treatment of hemorrhoids, Collinsonia Canadensis is, per¬ 
haps, the most valuable homeopathic remedy we possess 
in the treatment of that painful and often most obstinate 
disease. The homeopathic treatment of hemorrhoids 
forms a striking contrast to that of the old school. 
While obstinate constipation is undoubtedly one of the 
prime causes of hemorrhoids, it stands to reason that a 
purgative, such as Castor Oil or Senna , for instance, must, 
instead of curing the disease, rather intensify it. The 
object sought to be gained by purgatives evidently is to 
prevent the accumulation of hardened feces in the 
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intestines; yet this object may be obtained (without the 
undesirable and injurious process of purging the patient 
and relaxing the bowels, thus naturally weakening them 
still more) by the occasional injection of tepid water up 
the lower bowel, varying in quantity from half a pint to 
one pint. This mode of treatment not only is without 
any injurious after-effects, but, on the contrary, acts 
beneficially by softening the feces, contracting the 
blood-vessels, and preventing straining while at stool. 
Hemorrhoids are caused, as is well known, by anything 
that retards the return flow of blood from the lower 
bowels, or causes a relaxed condition of the mucus 
membrane. The use of all preparations of Opium , as 
prescribed by allopathic physicians, is, to say the least of 
it, not without its objections, and at the most can only 
give temporary relief from pain without in any way being 
conducive to the cure of the disease. The application also 
of leeches to external hemorrhoids while in a state of 
inflammation is very untrustworthy and unscientific, and 
savours strongly of the dark ages. If allopathic prac¬ 
titioners would adopt the safe and simple remedies of 
homeopathy there would be no need for them, on the 
failure of their so-called remedies, to have recourse to 
operations. I have known of cases in which operations 
were performed which were afterwards in a worse con¬ 
dition than they were before the knife had been used, and 
I am positively certain that every one of these cases would 
have been readily amenable to simple homeopathic treat¬ 
ment, without resorting to such harsh measures. 

Collinsonia Canadensis is indeed a very valuable remedy 
in all hemorrhoidal affections. It is a curative in cases 
of bleeding hemorrhoids, in which constipation, alter¬ 
nating with diarrhea, is a prominent and distressing 
symptom. In obstinate and chronic hemorrhoids, 
whether bleeding or not, and in which constipation 
is a most persistent symptom, the drug may be used 
with great advantage. It is a reliable remedy in all 
cases of congestion of the pelvic viscera, in which the 
presence of hemorrhoids is the exciting cause. Many 
cases of chronic constipation, in which the most prominent 
symptoms were a large accumulation of flatulence, and the 
presence of hemorrhoids, have been effectually and per- 
mantly cured by this remedy. 

The value of Collinsonia Canadensis in hemorrhoidal 
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dysentery has also been placed beyond all dispute, and it is 
one of the most valuable remedies that we possess in 
combating that disease. In cases of indigestion, accom¬ 
panied with constipation and hemorrhoids, it would 
, be specially indicated. The headache arising from 
suppressed hemorrhoids also comes under the sphere of 
the action of the drug, and is amenable to its potent power. 
It is also highly indicative in cases of catarrh of the 
bladder, which are associated with hemorrhoids. , Cases 
of spermatorrhea are undoubtedly sometimes met with 
which defy all ordinary modes of treatment. In these 
cases a careful examination of such patients will often 
reveal the presence of hemorrhoids and constipation, 
which by their presence keep up the irritation. In such 
instances a prolonged use of Collinsonia Canadensis 
effectually removes the cause, and the cure of the 
disease after that is soon, in the majority of cases, 
brought to a successful termination. 

In the female generative organs the drug is invaluable 
in all cases of uterine diseases, which are dependent upon 
and kept up by diseases of the bowels and rectum. In 
dysmenorrhea in which there are complications of con¬ 
stipation and hemorrhoids it is an effectual remedy, and 
one that can be relied upon. In those chest pains which 
so often alternate with hemorrhoids, Collinsonia Cana¬ 
densis is also of great service, and usually proves curative. 
In cardiac affections, in which the pulse is raised to from 
120 to 140 beats per minute, and where the action of 
the heart is either rapid, regular, or irregular, in which 
there are periodical attacks of oppression, faintness, 
dyspnea, fulness of the chest, great debility, and 
syncope, and in which the above symptoms are greatly 
aggravated by excitement or by motion, and the patients 
are subject to hemorrhoids, Collinsonia Canadensis is a 
prime remedy, and speedily removes these unpleasant 
symptoms. In all cases of palpitation of the heart, 
accompanied with indigestion, flatulence, and hemor¬ 
rhoids, the drug may be administered with the greatest 
confidence, as it is highly indicative of these conditions. 

The high value of Collinsonia Canadensis in all diseases 
associated with hemorrhoidal affections will be at once 
apparent. It occupies a most important place in our 
materia medica, and is a remedy that we should not like 
to dispense with. It has proved a curative in cases which 
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have defied all other remedies, and its value therefore as 
a remedial agent in hemorrhoidal affections has by no 
means been over-estimated. In female complaints it is of 
great value. It is often indicated in the constipation 
following labour, in vicarious menstruation, in which 
there is a vicarious discharge of blood from hemor¬ 
rhoids, accompanied with a feeling of weight and an 
itching in the rectum, and constipation; in leucorrhea, 
which is accompanied with constipation and hemor¬ 
rhoids ; in diarrhea during pregnancy, in which the 
diarrhea is alternated with constipation, and the patient' 
is subject to hemorrhoids, and in pruritus vulvse, in 
which hemorrhoids and constipation are exciting causes. 
In all the above complaints peculiar to women Collinsonia 
Canadensis is of priceless value, and often works wonders. 
Additional indications for the use of the drug are a feeling 
of lassitude and constant desire to sleep, a yellow-coated 
tongue and bitter taste in the mouth, colic accompanied 
with much flatulence and nausea, burning and itching of 
the anus, and pulmonary hemorrhage. 

Besides Nnx Vomica and Sulphur , Collinsonia Cana¬ 
densis is also analogous to other valuable drugs used in 
the treatment of hemorrhoidal affections, the most 
prominent being Podophyllum Peltatum , JEsculus Hippo - 
castanum , Hamamelis Virginica , Dioscorea Villosa , and 
Sanguinaria Canadensis. 

The <j> tincture should be made with strong alcohol, either 
from the root, or from the entire plant, and the dilutions 
of the various potencies prepared from this. The lx 
dilution is the one most generally used, and will, in the 
majority of cases, be found highly effective. 


MATERIA MEDICA MISCELLANY. 

By J. R. P. Lambert, M.D. 

Hypericum for Piles. —According to Dr. Roehrig, the 
only real specific for piles is Hypericum , and even in cases 
where they are due to diseases of the liver or heart it will 
be found more effective than any other remedy. It may 
be used locally or internally. 

Dr. Roehrig says that in cases of pneumonia the. 
patient should always be asked if he has been afflicted 
with .bleeding piles, and if the piles have disappeared 
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during the attack of pneumonia, because if this has been 
the case the prognosis is very bad. In such cases one 
should never fail to give Hypericum. —Translated from 
the German for Horn. Recorder. 

Lapis Albus in Glandular Enlargements. —Dr. Dewey 
finds Lapis Albus almost a specific for scrofulous cervical 
glands where the glands have a certain amount of elasticity 
and pliability about them rather than a stony hardness. 

In one case which he mentions of an anemic girl with a 
large glandular growth the size of a goose’s egg on the 
right side of the neck, Lapis Alb. 6 reduced the glands so 
much that in three weeks the swelling was not notice¬ 
able, and eventually entirely disappeared. In this case 
the medicine produced a ravenous appetite and greatly 
improved the anemia. 

He also mentions the case of a lady, aged 35, who had 
a goitre the size of a fist of over twelve months’ growth. 
Under Lapis Alb. 6 , a dose every three hours, the swelling 
began to disappear at once, and was completely cured. 
The patient had previously taken Spongia , Iodine , and 
Thuja , and some other remedies.— Horn. Recorder , 

A New Clinical Symptom of Petroleum Confirmed. —In 
a paper to the Massachusetts Homeopathic Society Dr. 
Payne mentions two cases in which Petroleum was given 
with great benefit on the indication of a sensation of 
dryness and constriction on the skin of the face and 
eyelids, as though it were covered with a thin layer of 
albumin. In one case an entire loss of eyelashes from 
infancy was rectified and a new and healthy growth re¬ 
established under the action of this medicine given 
internally, though the local application of the crude 
drug had utterly failed to accomplish good results. The 
second case was a woman, aged 45, suffering from re¬ 
current iritis and also ectropion, the result of trachoma. 
She suffered great distress each night from dull, heavy 
pains in her eyes. The lower lids were completely everted 
so that the conjunctiva was exposed, and this was of a 
dull, pale pink colour, and covered with transparent 
elevations the size of a pin’s head. The cheeks beneath 
appeared glazed and contracted ; there was no discharge 
from the eyes except an occasional lachrymation, as¬ 
cribed to the pain of the iritis. On account of this 
condition of the skin Petroleum was prescribed, with the 
result of a complete and rapid subsidence of the symptoms 
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and disappearance of the pain and ciliary injection, and 
the lids resumed their normal position and appearance.— 
Hahn . Monthly 

Hematuria from Renal Disease Cured by Thlaspi Bursa 
Pastoris .—Cash records the case of a worn, emaciated 
man of 63 years who had been ailing a long time. There 
were pains about kidneys, he was passing large uric acid 
crystals, also pus and a good deal of blood ; this was 
sometimes bright, but often of a dark colour. Bleeding 
was often increased by the least movement. His bladder 
had been sounded, but no stone could be detected. 

Arnica , Millefolium , Hamamelis and Terebinth had been 
tried, but with little if any result. Finally two drops of 
the mother tincture of Shepherd's Purse were given every 
two hours. In five days the blood was markedly and 
strikingly less. Patient was able to return home, a 
distance of four miles by train, which he accomplished 
“without any aggravation to speak of.” The bleeding 
was checked after it had been on him for twenty-two 
days.. He wrote three months later saying that there had 
been only one return of the bleeding since, and then he 
had a short attack which was brought on after riding over 
some cobble-stones one day when out in his bath-chair.— 
Monthly Horn. Review. 

Magnesia Carbonica in Ear Affections. —According to 
Dr. R. T. Cooper, the ear affections of Magnesia Carb. 
contrast in every way with Calcarea. The bulk of 
Calcarea cases are to be met with before 14 years of age 
and belong to both sexes, but Magnesia is applicable to 
all ages, and principally, if not solely, to the female sex. 

Magnesia Carbonica exerts its spell over sensitive, 
broken-down women, especially those who have lived a 
hard life. The symptoms that call for it are a sense of 
numbness in various parts, a feeling of nerve prostration, 
and a sensitiveness to the least start, such as touching the 
body suddenly, loud noises, &c. A history of mental 
shock, a severe nervous strain, and shocks from drowning, 
or by lightning especially, suggest it, as well as a pro¬ 
nounced tendency to constipation. The ear symptoms it 
meets are a considerable amount of deafness that has 
come suddenly and has from time to time varied remark¬ 
ably, and in which there is much numbness of the outer 
car, a feeling of distension of the middle ear, and a dul- 
ness, not always easily discernible, in the receptive power 
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of the brain. The patient seems dazed, and to be slow in 
replying, and slow in calling to mind past events. There 
is also a good deal of subdued tinnitus, a tendency to 
toothache and headache at the catamenia, and severe 
dysmenorrhea with or without a lessened power to hear 
the tuning-fork. 

Dr. Cooper says that as an alleviator of pain Magnesia 
Carbonica in high dilution is as much under-valued as 
Magnesia Phosphorica is over-valued. The indications 
for the former are full and sufficient, those for the latter 
scanty and not always reliable. The deafness of Magnesia 
Carbonica , though great in degree, is not deep-seated ; it 
is not due to inflammatory changes involving stiffening 
and thickening of the ear structures, but is rather a 
neuroparalytic affection. It is this purely nervous 
deafness which sometimes yields to electricity, and which 
has led to an over-estimation of various forms of elec¬ 
tricity as remedial in deaf cases. Magnesia Phosphorica 
enjoys with Magnesia Carbonica a power over constipa¬ 
tion due to inertia of the bowels in rheumatic subjects, 
greater than it has hitherto been accredited with, and in 
sleeplessness due to indigestion and flatulence it often 
acts most satisfactorily. The persistent nervous depres¬ 
sion of young girls sometimes succumbs to it. A sense 
of distension as well as of numbness calls for Magnesia 
Carbonica. He mentions a case of a woman of 45 who 
had suffered much from worry and grief in whom Magn. 
Carb. removed a feeling of distension in both the head 
and chest. 

Dr. Cooper mentions a symptom found in Hahne¬ 
mann’s Chronic Diseases: “Two wisdom teeth made 
their appearance,” and says he has found this drug 
particularly useful when wisdom teeth are by reason of 
interstitial pressure causing deafness. While admitting 
that the cause of the disturbance is liable to shift with¬ 
out any extraneous aid, he says his statement is de¬ 
pendent on a large number of cases .—Medical Century. 


Merc. cob. in Retinitis Albuminurica. —Dr. Speirs Alexander 
records a well-marked case of this affection in which under the 
influence of mercurius corrosivus 3x “ defective vision improved, 
power of accommodation returned, retinal degeneration cleared up, 
and the albuminuria almost disappeared .”—Monthly Horn. Retveiv, 
January (B. J. H. S.). 
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SOCIETY’S MEETING. 


BRITISH HOMEOPATHIC SOCIETY. 

The eighth meeting of the session was held at the London 
Homeopathic Hospital, Great Ormond Street, W.C., on Thurs¬ 
day, May 6, 1897, Dr. Madden, the president, being in the 
chair. 

The following resolution, proposed by Mr. C. J. Wilkinson 
(Windsor), was carried:—“ That the Committee of the Materia 
Medica Section is hereby empowered to ask members of the 
Society to volunteer as provers of drugs used in the treatment 
of diabetes, to organise and superintend such provings, and to 
collect results into a report, to be presented to the Society 
during the next session.” 

The following specimens, &c., were shown :—1. Photographs 
of a case of spastic paralysis, Dr. Wynne Thomas; 2. Speci¬ 
mens to illustrate Dr. Edwin Neatby’s paper; 3. “Prone 
Couch ” and other apparatus to illustrate Mr.. Gerard Smith's 
paper; 4. Specimen of congenital cervical fistula, Mr. Knox- 
Shaw; 5. Calculus removed by lateral lithotomy, patient having 
been previously submitted to both lithotrity and lithotomy, Mr. 
Knox-Shaw. 

Dr. George Burford then read a joint-paper by Dr. E. A. Hall 
and himself on “ Two Cases of an Uncommon Form of Bicycle 
Accident in Women, with some remarks on Bicycling in General 
for Ladies,” in which they discussed the following points:— 
The place of bicycling in the physical life of women; some of 
the hygienic aspects of feminine bicycling; medical and surgical 
aspects. 

In the discussion which followed, Mr. Gerard Smith strongly 
recommended the use of the seat instead of the saddle for ladies. 
Dr. Shackleton asked if cycling ever produced metrorrhagia? Dr. 
Neat by said that bicycling sometimes proved a cure for retro¬ 
flexion and also for prolapse of the uterus. A number of 
other gentlemen spoke on the paper, their opinion being unani¬ 
mously in favour of cycling being very beneficial for women 
save in certain exceptional cases, the most important of which 
are cases of cardiac weakness. Dr. Burford then replied, and 
emphasised the statement that the great danger of cycling is to 
the heart and arteries: in reply to Dr. Shackleton’s question 
he said that he had seen metrorrhagia produced so severely 
that the pursuit had to be abandoned. 

Mr. Gerard Smith then read an excellent practical paper 
entitled, “ Early Diagnosis in Spinal Caries,” of which the 
following is a synopsis : Constitutional conditions predisposing 
to caries; special postures and movements as symptoms; 
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facial expression; temperature ; reflex and muscular spasm; 
local and referred pain ; cases of early paraplegia. Drs. Blake 
and Moir and Mr. Knox-Shaw tpok part in the discussion. 
The latter mentioned a case in which there was no rise of 
temperature all the time the patient was in hospital, which was 
the reverse of what Mr. Gerard Smith said as to the tempera¬ 
ture, viz., that it is always somewhat raised. 


INSTITUTIONS. 


MELBOUBNE HOMEOPATHIC HOSPITAL. 

We have received the following Report, dated Melbourne, 
22nd March, 1897, and have pleasure in commending it to the 
notice of our readers :— 

To the Subscribers and General Public. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,— The Board of Management con¬ 
sider it desirable that the work that is being done by this 
Institution, as certified to by the Government Inspector, should 
be placed before you in a concise form. The figures given are 
taken from the Annual Report by the Inspector of Public 
Charities, for the year ending 30th June, 1896, and presented 
to both Houses of Parliament by command of His Excellency 
the Governor. The document covers all hospitals, asylums, 
orphanages, refuges, and benevolent societies, giving elaborate 
tables of income and expenditure in detail of each institution, 
and extends over thirty-three pages. It is merely proposed in 
this paper to give you the results of the work done by this 
Institution, at what cost, and with what result. This state¬ 
ment is not put forward in any vaunting spirit, or desire to 
exalt the work done at the expense of kindred institutions 
(the Melbourne Hospital is almost a State institution, and 
receiving accidents from the whole of the metropolitan and 
suburban area, the death-rate shows high in consequence), but 
to show subscribers that their contributions are carefully con¬ 
served, and the expenditure reduced to the utmost verge of 
economy. 

Attendance. 



In-Patients. Out-Patients. 
Daily Average. Cases Treated. 

Attendance. 

Melbourne Hospital 

292-2 

15,969 

31,938 

Alfred Hospital 

1172 

3347 

18,482 

Homeopathic Hospital.. 

98*5 5300 
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Cost of Maintenance per In-Patient. 


Salaries 
and Wages. 

Expenses: 
Collection. 

Provisions. 

I 

1 'S 

1 J?l, 

fa 

Medical 

Comforts. 

Medicines. 

Bedding 

and 

Drapery. 

Average 

Cost. 

Melbourne IjE s. d. I 

\£ s. d .\£ s. d. 

£ 8. d. 

£ s. d. 

£ s. d. 

\£ s. d. 

£ s. d. 

Hospital. . 22 8 3 

1 6 11 15 14 7 

4 0 7 

2 11 0 

5 9 10 

I a io 3 1 

a 19 3 

Alfred ! 

1 13 3 15 18 3 






Hospital.. <23 11 10 1 

5 0 7 

3 3 10 

5 17 5 

1 12 5 

a 14 8 

Homeopathic 1 







Hospital .. 18 2 0 

| 1 17 9 14 17 9 

a is 10 

a o 9 

a io i 

0 19 7 

a o s 


Results—In-Patients. 



Average Stay in Days. 
Males. Females. 

Deaths 

PER CBNTAOE. 

Melbourne Hospital .. 

84 

82 

15-9 

Alfred Hospital 

87 

86 

10*4 

Homeopathle Hospital.. 

99 

as 

9*1 


The mean of the Government Grant to all hospitals per 
In-patients is £30 3s. 7d. 

The Homeopathic ranks nearly the lowest on the list, only 
receiving £15 7s. 7d. * 

During the past year the necessity of providing certain con¬ 
veniences for the efficient working of the hospital—such as 
the installation of a fresh hot-water supply, the repainting of 
the wards, and providing an observation w’ard for infectious 
cases—has entailed upon the management an abnormal expen¬ 
diture of about £300; and to meet requirements a new 
laundry is absolutely demanded. The Government have been 
appealed to, and whilst acknowledging the justice of the claim 
for a more equitable share of the Charitable Grant, are unable 
to adequately respond for want of funds ; the only recourse is 
to appeal to the public for increased assistance, and the man¬ 
agement prefer doing so in a direct manner, basing their claims 
upon the statement now submitted. 

In conclusion, the Board of Management would refer to one 
important object—the efficient training of nurses. By judicious 
selection, the establishment of a high standard of education, 
and with the assistance of the medical staff and the Ladies’ 
Aid Association, the certificated nurse, upon the completion of 
her term of three years, is enabled to obtain a high position in 
kindred institutions throughout the colonies, and their services 
are eagerly sought after. Therefore, as a curative and educa- 
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tional institution it is worthy of the support not only of 
homeopathists, but the general community. 

We have the honour to be, 

' Yours faithfully, 

J. W. HUNT, ) 

G. G. CRESPIN ( Finance 

CHARLES HUDSON i Committee. 
EDWARD WATERS ) 


HOMEOPATHIC MEDICAL SCHOOL, CALCUTTA. 

We have received from the Principal of this School, Dr. M. 
M. Bose, M.D., L.R.C.P. Edin., &c., the Report for the years 
1896-97, with announcements for the sixteenth working year : 
beginning on June 15, 1897. We rejoice to learn that the 
School shows an excellent view of work accomplished and a 
steady growth in popularity and efficiency. It has our best 
wishes for its continued and increasing success. 


EXTRACT. 


THE VIRUSES OF TUBERCULOSIS IN 
HOMEOPATHIC THERAPEUTICS * 

By Dr. Francois Cartier, Physician to the HOpital St. Jacques, 
Paris, France. 

I must disclaim any intention of traversing afresh 
the pathogenesy of Tuberculin , or of instituting an 
examination into the various treatises put forth on the 
subject of the virus of tuberculosis by the allopathic as 
well as by the homeopathic school. 

The materia medica of Tuberculin takes its rise in the 
complex result of the use of Koch’s lymph, in experiments 
upon animals, and in certain symptoms observed by those 
who have experimented upon themselves with different 
products of tuberculous nature. I shall therefore indicate 
the published sources, and I specially desire to place before 
the Homeopathic Congress of London the tuberculous 
virus under certain aspects which are perhaps new; and 
if my conclusions seem somewhat paradoxical, I am 

* From the Transactions of the International Homeopathic Congress , 1896. 
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content to accept, with a good grace, the criticism of my 
colleagues. 

Fourteen years anterior to the researches of Kod\, 
Hering, Swan and Biegler availed themselves, as a 
homeopathic remedy, of the maceration of tuberculous 
lungs, and of the sputa of tuberculous subjects. 

Dr. Compton Burnett, in his book A Cure for Con¬ 
sumption, several years before Koch’s experiments, noticed 
symptoms resulting from taking the preparation which 
he calls Bacillinum. 

Drs. de Keghel * and J. H. Clarke + instituted an 
inquiry into the symptoms produced by the employment 
of Koch’s lymph in the case of tuberculous and non- 
tuberculous patients. 

Dr. Mersch J published a pathogenesy, based to a large 
extent upon that of Dr. de Keghel; it is an excellent work. 

Dr. d’Abzeu,§ of Lisbon, sent to the Tuberculosis 
Congress of 1895, at Coimbra, a study of the works of 
Koch and Pasteur, and an enumeration of the treatises 
published by homeopathists. 

We must notice also an English translation of Dr. 
Mersch’s pathogenesy, by Dr. Arnulphy, of Chicago, in 
which special attention is paid to the symptoms observed 
in healthy and non-tuberculous persons, with some 
original remarks about Tuberculin. It is published in the 
Clinique for this year (February, 1896). 

Nor must we overlook a series of writers who have 
published isolated observations of the cases of persons 
cured with Tuberculin. Such are Drs. Lambreghts, 
Joussett, Zoppritz, Horace Holmes, Richardson, Young, 
Clarke, Pinart, Youman, U. H. Merson, Snow, Lamb, 
Clarke, Ebersole, W. James, Kunkel, A. Zoppritz, Stein- 
hauf, Van den Berghe, &c. 

Finally, for my own part, in my articles in L'Art 
Medical , published three years ago, and in the 
Hahnemannian Monthly (July, 1894), I have insisted on 
homeopathic action of the viruses of tuberculosis. 

In certain of the pathogenesies of Tuberculin we find 
thrown pell-mell together symptoms appertaining to 

* L'Union homtlopathique, vol. v. No. 3. 

t Homeopathic World , vol. xxvi. No. 304. 

J “ On Tuberculin,” an extract from the Journal Beige d’homeopathic, 
1895. 

I Pathogenese , sua importancia. 
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Koch’s lymph, as well as others which belong to the 
product baptized by several names, such as Bacillinum 
and Tuberculin , in the recommendation of which Hering 
and Swan, and Dr. Compton Burnett in England, have 
made themselves conspicuous. 

Bacillinum —since it must be distinguished from Koch’s 
Tuberculin —is a maceration of a typical tuberculous lung.* 
Koch’s lymph is an extract in glycerine of dead tuber¬ 
culous bacilli. The former is a compound natural 
infection; the latter is a product of laboratory experi¬ 
ment. In the one, various bacteriological species are 
associated which give, clinically, an appearance of 
cachexia and of hectic fever ; from the other we may at 
times observe vascular, cardiac, renal changes having no 
connection w r ith the clinical “syndr6me” of pulmonary 
tuberculosis. To place these products together in the 
same pathogenesy gives an absolutely wrong sense, and the 
fact that both contain Koch’s bacillus gives no excuse for 
confounding them. In my opinion there are, from a 
homeopathic point of view, distinct differences between 
Bacillinum and the Koch’s lymph. 

Experimentally Koch’s bacillus, like many other 
microbes, does not reproduce a clinical symptom-group; 
and we homeopaths must have an assemblage of clearly- 
defined symptoms before prescribing a poison on homeo¬ 
pathic principles. Such is unfortunately the case vrith 
many other microbes in pure culture. The experimental 
diphtheria does not resemble clinical diphtheria. The 
pneumococcus, pathogenetic of pneumonia, is met with in 
many other diseases, such as pleurisy, salpingitis, 
meningitis, See. Koch’s bacillus, too, sometimes remark¬ 
ably mild in its effects, and seeming to meet with no 
reaction in the system, evolves aside as in the verrucous 
tuberculosis; while at other times nothing is able to 
arrest the action of this terrible microbe, and the world 
still waits in vain for the man who shall find the means 

* Dr. Compton Burnett, in his book New Cure for Consumption , p. 129, 
makes this remark, “ The best way to get some really good Bacillinum is 
to take a portion of the lung of an individual who has died of genuine 
bacillary tuberculosis pulmonum, choosing a good-sized portion from the 
parietes of the cavity and its circumjacent tissue, as herein will be found 
everything pertaining to the tuberculous process—bacilli, debris , ptomaines 
and tubercles in all its stages (such was practically the origin of the 
matrix of my Bacillinum )—and preparing by trituration in spirit. In this 
way nothing is lost.” 
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of combating it. The toxins of tuberculosis are far from 
reproducing clinical tuberculosis; yet even here we find a 
curious aspect sometimes assumed by certain poisons 
drawn from the pure cultivation of microbes. We cannot 
produce with Tuberculin symptoms analogous to those of 
real tuberculosis—as it is possible, for instance, to 
produce tetanus with its toxine alone, Tetanin . 

As a general rule, in the case of a healthy man Koch’s 
lymph would not develop any reaction, its effects 
manifesting themselves in a febrile congestion, which 
betrays the presence of tubercules. In our pathogeneses 
(those of Mersch-Arnulphy), we note the following 
symptoms— 44 catarrhal pneumonia with soft hepatisation, 
and tendency to abscess formation ;* at post-mortems it is 
not a gelatinous or fibrinous exudation which oozes out 
from the alveoli, but an opaque and watery fluid ; 4 never,’ 
so says Virchow, ‘is there found the characteristic lesion 
of croupous pneumonia.’ ” A pneumonia from which 
issues an aqueous and opaque liquid ! I confess I do not 
understand it. 

Experimentally this same lymph of Koch gives 
symptoms of inflammation of the arteries which are not 
found in clinical tuberculosis. 

Animals inoculated with progressive doses of Avian 
Tuberculin , or with serum of tuberculous animals, under¬ 
go wasting and loss of appetite, and other general 
symptoms. They may die of cachexia, or may develop 
an isolated abscess ; but they do not present characteristic 
symptoms as they would under the action of Cantharis , 
of Phosphorus , or of Lead. 

Finally, inoculation with dead bacilli may produce real 
tuberculosis. 

In the pathogenesy put forth by homeopathists, 
pulmonary symptoms do not occupy a prominent place. 
Dr. Burnett, who has experimented on himself with 
Bacillinum , notes at the end of his symptoms, after the 
headache, a slight and almost insignificant cough. 

In explaining the clinical forms of infectious com¬ 
plaints, we are frequently forced to admit the increasingly 
preponderant part played by association of microbes—as it 
is the frequent case in diphtheria—and especially the 
modifications which depend directly on the disposition of 
the organ attacked, and not upon the action of the 
microbe itself. 
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An examination of the above considerations leads me to 
the following conclusions :— 

1. That the importance of the materia medica of the 
tubercular viruses ought not to be exaggerated. There 
are few characteristic symptoms to take on; it is more wise 
to guide oneself in the homeopathic application of the 
therapeutics by the clinical symptoms of the evolution of 
the various tuberculoses, rather than by the intoxication 
produced by their active products, the Tuberculins . 

2. Koch’s lymph, Bacillinum and Avian Tuberculin 
must be studied separately, clinically as well as experi¬ 
mentally. Bacillinum presents symptoms very different 
from those of Avian Tuberculin , and specially from those 
of Koch’s lymph ; and I intend to divide my remarks 
into three parts, corresponding to these three substances, 
which have actually become homeopathic remedies. 

***** 

At the time of the introduction of the ever-memorable 
Kock’s lymph, there were included under the head of 
poisonings by this drug vascular lesions, as I have 
mentioned above, acute arteritis, arterio-sclerosis, changes 
in the vessels of the heart and the kidneys, and acute 
nephritis. Apropos of acute nephritis, the supposition 
was that the kidney became congested because of the 
presence in that part of certain tuberculous islets, and 
that the kidney responded, like the tuberculous lung, 
under the influence of the Tuberculin , by acute con¬ 
gestion. 

However this might be, these vascular lesions drew 
attention to the homeopathicity of Koch’s lymph in 
nephritis. Dr. Jousset has experimented in it with 
encouraging results, using homeopathic dilutions, in 
Bright’s disease; and at the meeting of the Societe 
Homeopathique Fran^aise on April 18, 1895, Drs. 
Tessier, Silva, and Jousset, father and son, mentioned 
the diminution of albumen in cases of chronic and in¬ 
curable nephritis, and the appearance of that substance 
in acute cases. 

Dr. Arnulphy, in a series of articles in the Chicago 
Clinique , which I have read attentively, speaks favourably 
of Koch’s lymph in homeopathic dilutions in cases of 
tuberculosis. Personally I have not used it, and I am 
loth to pass judgment on observations recorded in very 
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good faith. I would merely remark to my honourable 
colleague that Koch’s lymph was used in our school in all 
the homeopathic dilutions possible at the moment of its 
far-resounding discovery—a fact which he should know 
as well as myself. To mention only one instance—Drs. 
Simon, Y. L. Simon Boyer, and Chancerel used the drug 
at the Hahnemann Hospital in Paris at the time of the 
arrival in France of the first consignments of lymph from 
Germany; and I am nearly certain that there is not at 
this time a single country where homeopathists have not 
used this remedy in all the infinitesimal dilutions. 
Homeopaths and allopaths have actually taken pretty 
much the same side as regards the primitive formula put 
forward by Koch (I am not now speaking of trials of new 
tuberculins) ; and Dr. Amulphy would be fortunate 
enough were he able to revive its credit after its several 
years’ oblivion as a cure of tuberculosis. 

Clinically this lymph of Koch has led to wonderful 
cures in lobular pneumonia, for it produces pneumonia, 
broncho-pneuinonia, and congestion of the lungs in the 
tuberculous patient. Its homeopathic action would thus 
appear more trustworthy than its isopathic, and Dr. 
Amulphy makes this remark : “I make bold to state that 
no single remedy in our materia medica, not excepting 
Ipecac., Iodine , Tarter emetic, and even Phosphorus , 
approaches the singular efficacy of Tuberculin in well- 
authenticated cases of that affection (broncho-pneumonia), 
be it in the child, the adult, or the aged. Its rapidity 
of action in some cases is little short of wonderful, and 
all who have used it in this line are unanimous in their 
unbounded praise of its working.” 

The four cases quoted by Dr. Mersch (Journal beige 
d'Homiopathie , November, 1894, January and May, 1895) 
are very instructive: 

The first is that of a member of the Dutch Parliament 
who had contracted a pneumonia which reached a chronic 
stage. While undergoing a relapse his expectoration 
assumed a rusty-red colour, which colour disappeared com¬ 
pletely in three days on treatment with Tuberculin 30th. 

The second case is that of a person who was seized, 
after an attack of measles, with broncho-pneumonia. On 
the fifth day Dr. Mersch prescribed Tuberculin 6th. In 
a day or two the condition of the chest was completely 
altered. 
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In the third case an old lady was likewise attacked 
with broncho-pneumonia, together with digestive troubles, 
and was for a long time in a serious state. After the 
lapse of a single night, which was a rather distressing 
one, under the action of the remedy the amelioration was 
great, and it was with difficulty that Dr. Mersch found a 
touch of bronchitis in the very place where the day before 
he had heard nothing but the tubular souffle . The 
prescription ran: Tuberculin 6th, eight packets of ten 
globules each, one to be taken every two hours. 

Finally, in a fourth case, the patient was p lady of 
vigorous physique, and twenty-five years of age, who had 
capillary bronchitis, combined with the symptoms of 
angina pectoris. Dr. Mersch had once more an oppor¬ 
tunity of viewing with astonishment the rapidity with 
which the therapeutic action of Tuberculin may be 
manifested in such cases. 


Bacillinum deserves study from two points of viewj 
isopathically in the treatment of tuberculosis, homeopathi- 
cally in the treatment of affections of the respiratory 
organs without tuberculosis. To fully understand its 
action it is necessary to know with exactness its 
composition. Dr. Compton Burnett has christened it 
Bacillinum , because he recognised in its lower dilutions 
the presence of Koch’s bacilli. As a matter of fact, 
Bacillinum contains in its elements everything that a 
cavity of a tuberculous lung is capable of containing, that 
is to say, many other things besides Koch’s bacillus. 
The bacillus of Koch is feebly pyogenetic, and the 
purulent contents of the cavities include pyogenetic 
staphylococci and streptococci, to say nothing of the 
organic products which play a large part in the production 
of the hectic fever of tuberculosis. It is a combination 
of toxins, then, which constitutes Bacillinum , and 
especially of toxins of a purulent nature. I lay stress 
upon this last fact, as it goes to sustain the opinion that 
I hold on the action of Bacillinum . 

The infinitesimal dose of homeopathy is in no way 
inimical to the entrance of all the elements constituting 
a substance into its materia medica. The salts of 
potassium owe their effect to their base as well as to their 
acid; Graphites is analogous to Carbo and Ferrum , 
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because it contains both carbon and iron ; Hepar Sulphuris 
Calcareum acts by reason of its sulphur as well as of its 
lime. Bacillinum, then, combines in its action all its 
constituent products, owing its efficacy to its suppurative* 
microbes as well as its inclusion of Koch’s bacillus. 

This method of viewing the matter, which is peculiar 
to myself, permits me to include in one and the same 
category the action of Bacillinum in consumption and its 
action in non-tuberculous bronchitis. 

I have studied conscientiously the action of Bacillinum 
in tuberculosis, and I must confess that I am looking out 
still for an authentic case of cure by this remedy. Never¬ 
theless, in the midst of the paucity of drugs for the 
treatment of tuberculosis, I am happy to state that 
Bacillinum has produced in my hands considerable 
amelioration of the symptoms of this disease. Perhaps 
in certain cases it produces what Bernheim would call 
“latreve tuberculeuse.” But sooner or later the drug, after 
ameliorating the symptoms, loses its effect, and the disease 
again gets the upper hand. I wish I could be as 
optimistic as Dr. Compton Burnett in his interesting 
book A Cure for Consumption ; but that is impossible. 

In looking over my observations, I find that the 
symptom which has always undergone the greatest 
mitigation has been the expectoration. When Bacillinum 
acts on tuberculosis, the sputum is less abundant, less 
purulent, less green, and more aerated. It is this which 
has always struck me most in the action of Bacillinum. 
It is rarely that a patient satisfied with the remedy fails 
to remark, “I expectorate less.” In cases of dry cough 
at the beginning of tuberculosis, I have not noticed that 
the drug evidently arrests the tubercular process. 

I would most severely criticise, as well for myself as 
for others, cases of so-called “ cure of tuberculosis.” 
There certainly are persons in whom the disease does not 
develop. These may have been accidentally infected, and 
their phagocytes may have struggled against their 
microbic foe. But in the case of an individual in whom 
the tubercle finds a suitable field for development, it is 
the merest chance that he entirely recovers without 
ulterior relapse ; mostly it is a seeming cure, caused by a 
time of pause in the microbian pullulation. 

Last year I had under my care, at the Hopital St. 
Jacques, a truly extraordinary case. It has been followed 
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out by Dr. Jousset, by Dr. Cesar, head of the hospital 
laboratory, and by the house-physicians. It was that of 
a woman who entered the hospital suffering from 
influenza, and who, a few days after a slight amelioration 
of her symptoms, was attacked with a pulmonary con¬ 
gestion, clearly localised in the top of the left lung, and 
accompanied by all the clinical symptoms of tuberculosis 
—r&les and moist crepitation, dulness, exaggeration of 
the thoracic vibration, mummular expectoration, fever, 
perspiration, spitting of blood—everything was there. 
Examination of the sputa showed distinctly the presence 
of Koch’s bacilli. Every one at the hospital diagnosed 
tuberculosis, myself the first. I gave her Avian Tuber - 
culin t and in three weeks all the symptoms had dis¬ 
appeared. That woman left the hospital completely cured, 
and a year afterwards her health was still perfect. In 
my opinion this patient never had consumption ; she was 
attacked with pseudo-phymic bronchitis—a complication 
which is very often found with influenza, and which may 
very easily be mistaken for tuberculosis; and in spite of 
the presence in the sputa of Koch’s bacillus I would not 
register it as a case of tuberculosis, because, in contra¬ 
distinction to that single case, I could mention twenty 
cases of tuberculosis whose symptoms neither Avian 
Tuberculin nor any other such drug has cured. 

There is absolutely no connection between the clinical 
evolution of real tuberculosis and observations based on 
the autopsies of old persons whose lungs contain cavities, 
but whose death was not due to tuberculosis. To admit, 
with Professor Brouardel, that three-fourths of those who 
have died a violent death are possessed of tuberculous 
lesions, whose existence was not suspected while the 
subject was living, would be running absolutely counter 
to clinical experience. The time is probably at hand 
when the different kinds of tuberculosis will be dis¬ 
tinguished and separated, as w r e distinguish and separate 
the varieties of serious pleurisy and purulent pleurisy, of 
broncho-pneumonia arising from the presence of pneu¬ 
mococci, of streptococci, or of staphylococci. Malassez 
has already described cases of pseudo-tuberculosis, or 
zoogleic-tuberculosis, whose existence has only been 
acknowledged of late years. Courmont has discovered a 
pseudo-bacillosis of a bovine origin. We have a pseudo- 
bacillosis of a strepto-bacillary origin, not to mention the 
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'‘professional” tuberculoses, such as that to which 
persons are exposed who have to breathe the fumes of 
charcoal. 

To return to Bacillinum , I consider this remedy as a 
powerful moderator of the muco-purulent secretion of 
consumption. While diminishing the secretion it modifies 
the auscultation ; there is less thick sputum, the cavities 
are drier, the peri-tuberculous congestion less intense. 
The clinical symptoms follow those of the auscultation; 
as the patient expectorates less he is less feeble, coughs 
less, gains strength, and regains his spirits; but the 
tubercle remains untouched. The peri-tuberculous con¬ 
gestion only is diminished, as one may observe with the 
naked eye when Koch’s lymph is employed in the amelio¬ 
ration of lupus. The peri-tuberculous inflammation 
disappears; the skin seems healthy, but the yellow 
tubercle remains as it was, and the patient is still uncured. 
Such are the limits I assign to Bacillinum in its action 
on consumption. 

Far more potent is the part played by Bacillinum in 
non-tuberculous pulmonary affections, for the simple 
reason that the struggle is with a less redoubtable 
opponent. Ebersole, Young, Zoppritz, Burnett, James, 
Holmes, Jousset, Steinhauf, have published cases of the 
cure of acute bronchitis, influenza, diarrhea, syphlitic 
eruptions, cystitis, ringworm of the scalp, nephritis, 
idiocy, retarded dentition, cretinism, gout, rheumatism, 
Ac., with Tuberculin or Bacillinum. 

If we wish to prescribe Bacillinum successfully in non- 
tuberculous affections, we must observe, on auscultation, 
symptoms analogous to those which are perceptible in 
tuberculosis. The peculiar characteristics which indicate 
Bacillinum for non-tuberculous maladies of the respiratory 
organs are, in my opinion, the two following : The first is 
oppression; the second, muco-purulent expectoration. 
These tw’o phenomena show themselves always in the 
last stage of tuberculosis, that is to say, together with the 
products contained in the preparation of Bacillinum. 
Dyspnea resulting from bronchial and pulmonary obstruc¬ 
tion caused by a superabundant secretion from the mucous 
membrane is marvellously relieved by Bacillinum. I put 
forward this fact, not on the evidence of a single isolated 
observation, but on that of several cases conscientiously 
studied. Such expectoration leads to the auscultation of 
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sub-crepitant r&les, sounding liquid and gurgling, having 
some analogy to the moist sounds of tuberculosis. 

This power of BaciUinum to relieve oppression in 
pulmonary catarrh is in no way surprising from the point 
of view of the law of similars; for in the acute and 
infectious stage of tuberculosis the dyspnea is a charac¬ 
teristic symptom, and is' far more distressing than the 
cough. I have read with pleasure, in the work of Dr. 
Mersch, of Brussels, on Tuberculin , of a fact which 
corroborates my statement as to the influence of Bacil- 
linum over catarrhal dyspnea. After the sixth dose the 
patient, who was suffering from bronchial asthma, was 
seized with violent intercostal pains, with augmented 
cough ; but the oppression entirely disappeared after the 
first day, and did not return even three months after the 
treatment had ceased. 

In h'Art Medical of January, 1894, and in the 
Hahnemannian Monthly of July, 1894, I published the 
case of an old man of eighty years of age, suffering from 
broncho-pneumonia, who, in the last stage of asphyxia, 
had been saved by BaciUinum. Two years ago I was 
called upon to treat another octogenarian who, as the 
result of a cold, developed an obstruction in the bronchial 
tubes, and at the basis of the lungs. He passed sleepless 
nights in a sitting posture, striving to draw deep inspira¬ 
tions. Phosphorus , Arsenic , and Stibium produced no 
relief. I gave him BaciUinum 30th, and he slept the 
whole night through. Doses of this remedy, ad¬ 
ministered at longish intervals , always produced a 
remarkable amelioration. Last year I was called to 
the house of an upholsterer. He preferred not going 
to bed at all to passing the night in bed without closing 
his eyes. He had humid asthma with incessant cough, 
which ended by causing him to eject thick yellow and 
puriform mucus. For eight days he took Arsenic and 
Blatta , and for a whole week he passed the nights 
without sleeping. From the day he took BaciUinum he 
was able to sleep. I saw' him again this year in good 
health. Once or twice he was attacked with the same 
bronchorrhea, and had my prescription made up at the 
chemists, with the same success. This year, too, I have 
given BaciUinum to several patients at the H6pital St. 
Jacques for the same symptoms, and it has never yet 
failed me. 
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When I am called upon to treat a patient suffering 
from an obstruction of the bronchial tubes occasioned by 
mucus, which is frequently thick and opaque and puri- 
form—an obstruction extending to the delicate bronchial 
ramifications, and causing oppression more frequently 
than cough, I turn my thoughts at once to Bacillinum. 
Bacillinum is a drug for old people, or, at any rate, for 
those whose lungs are old ; for those chronically catarrhal, 
or whose pulmonary circulation is enfeebled, without 
regard to the age of the subject; for those who have 
dyspnea, and who cough with difficulty from inaction of 
the respiratory ducts; for the humid asthmatic, the 
bronchorrheal, who feel suffocated at night; and, finally, 
for those who, after taking cold, are straightway attacked 
with pulmonary congestion. Here, I believe, is the exact 
sphere of action of Bacillinum as a homeopathic remedy. 

Bacillinum has been stigmatised as an unstable pro¬ 
duct. I consider this reproach ill-founded. Bacillinum 
is no more unstable than Psorinum , which is an approved 
remedy in homeopathy. Typical tuberculous lungs con¬ 
tain practically almost invariable elements. Do not the 
microbes produced by cultivation and the animal extracts 
show any variation in quality, and do they not change in 
the long run ? 

Like most homeopathists who have made use of 
Bacillinum , I think it is best given in the high dilutions 
and at long intervals. Drs. Compton Burnett and Van 
der Berghe recommend the higher potencies—the 1000th, 
100,000th, &c. ; whereas I content myself with the 30th, 
which satisfies every requirement. As regards the in¬ 
tervals which must elapse between the doses, certain 
writers recommend from one to two weeks. In acute 
cases I generally give six globules of Bacillinum 30th 
every two or three days; and in chronic cases of tuber¬ 
culosis, &c., one dose about twice a week. 

We are no longer permitted to include in the same 
description the tuberculosis of birds and that of mammals. 
Although the two bacilli, a6 far as form and colour are 
concerned, are absolutely identical, the evolution of the 
two forms of tuberculosis presents characteristics so 
different that we are forced to study them separately. At 
this day the debate is a question of words, and experts 
discuss whether there are two distinct genera or merely 
two different species. 
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I have tabulated shortly their various characteristics: 


Aspect of cultures. 


Medium of culture. 


Temperature. 

Odour. 

Duration. 


Seat of the 
tubercles. 


Transmissibility. 


Tuberculosis of Birds. 


Tuberculosis of Mammals. 


Extreme softness on 
glycerine jelly or on 
serum. 


Transferred from a solid 
to a liquid medium the 
bacillus grows rapidly, 
having the appearance 
of rounded grains. 

Develops at a tempera¬ 
ture of 45° C. 

Somewhat sour. 

Takes longer to develop, 
and may remain for a 
year or thereabouts. 


In animals usually on 
the liver, the spleen, 
the intestines, and the 
peritoneum. 

Only from one bird to 
another, except in the 
case of the parrot. 


Human tuberculous growths 
are adherent, hard, and diffi¬ 
cult to break up even with 
a strong platinum wire on 
glycerine jelly as well as on 
serum. 

Cultivation more difficult. 


Ceases to develop at tempera¬ 
tures under 41° C. 

More subtle and fresh odour. 

Is with difficulty generated 
again at the end of six 
months. At the end of eight 
or ten months loses its vege¬ 
table character. 

In the lungs generally in men 
and in certain animals; in 
the spleen, the liver, and the 
glands in rabbits and guinea- 
pigs. 

Mammals are unaffected by 
the tuberculosis of birds, and 
vice versd. 


It is this characteristic of non-transmissibility from 
mammals to birds, and vice versd , which forms the chief 
difference between the two kinds of tuberculosis. Strauss 
failed in his endeavour to inoculate a fowl with tubercu¬ 
losis by injecting fifty kilogrammes of tuberculous human 
sputa, whereas the fowl, absolutely impervious to human 
tuberculosis, became infected when treated with a very 
slight quantity of the avian tuberculosis. The guinea-pig, 
so sensitive to the human microbe, presents encysted 
abscesses when treated with the virus of birds ; it dies of 
cachexia, but never, as far as the naked eye can discern, 
of generalised tuberculosis. Rabbits are more sensitive 
to the avian infection. Dogs are absolutely refractory. 
The monkey, so delicate in our climate, and which almost 
invariably perishes from tuberculosis, is uninjured by 
inoculation from avian virus. The parrot is a remarkable 
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exception to the general rule; it is the only bird which 
resists avian tuberculosis, while, on the other hand, it is 
sensitive to that of man. Such facts as these irrefutably 
differentiate the two kinds of tuberculosis. 

Ever since this variety of tuberculosis has been dis¬ 
tinguished, attempts have been made to inoculate or cure 
human tuberculosis with that of birds. In our school the 
thing has been attempted at the Hdpital St. Jacques, 
where Aviaire has been administered in homeopathic 
dilutions, in potions or through punctures in cases of con¬ 
sumption. As a matter of fact neither allopaths nor 
homeopaths have succeeded in obtaining a formula which 
will cure consumption with the virus of birds. Ameliora¬ 
tion has been noted as with other remedies, but never a 
series of authenticated cures. Nevertheless, in every 
country experiments are continually being made; we 
must hope that they will end in a more decisive success 
than is at present the case. 

Hoping to profit by the homeopathicity of an active 
virus, I was, I think, one of the first who employed 
Aviaire in non-tuberculous respiratory affections on the 
lines of Bacillinum , and I am bound to say that up to the 
present my faith in the law of similars has not been 
shaken by my experiments. 

In L'Art Midical (August, 1895) I published a number 
of cases in which I successfully treated localised bron¬ 
chitis, generally the result of influenza, and reproducing 
the symptoms of tuberculosis, with Aviaire . The most 
characteristic of all these observations is that of which I 
have spoken above. The patient was restored to health 
as if by magic with Aviaire within three weeks. 
Dr. P. Jousset, anticipating my observations, thus 
expressed himself in the number of L'Art Medical 
preceding the one which contained my remarks: “A 
young woman entered the Hdpital St. Jacques at the end 
of January, 1895, with feverish influenzal bronchitis. At 
first the patient was treated with small doses of Sulphate 
of Quinine, and a little later she took Ipecac . and Bryonia 
alternately. The fever disappeared and the general con¬ 
dition improved considerably, and the sub-crepitant r&les 
became confined to the top of the left lung. The patient 
continued to expectorate thick nummular and puriform 
sputa, as in the influenza. After some days the disease 
resumed its sway, the bodily forces diminished, the 
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emaciation made great progress, and local and general 
signs indicated rapid consumption. Bacteriological 
analysis led to the detection of numerous Koch’s bacilli. 
I gave over the .case at this time, and some weeks 
afterwards I learnt with surprise that the patient was 
well and growing fat, and that the inoculation of the 
sputa had produced no effects. The cure has been main¬ 
tained for three months, and the young woman has 
resumed her employment.” I had prescribed Aviaire 
100th, five drops a day, during the whole period of the 
disease, unaccompanied by any other remedy. As I have 
said before, more than a year afterwards the young 
woman continued in good health. 

Following this case, Dr. Jousset quoted two analogous 
instances in his practice, both of influenzal bronchitis, in 
which the sputa contained, for a certain period, Koch’s 
bacillus. One was cured with Aviaire 6th and strong 
doses of Sulphate of Quinine , and the other with Aviaire 
6th and twenty drops of Tincture of Drosera a day. 

“ What conclusions must I draw from these facts ? ” 
says Dr. Jousset. “ That the avian tuberculosis cured 
the consumption ? I have failed too often in the treat¬ 
ment of ordinary consumption with this remedy to admit 
that.” That is my own opinion also. 

Koch’s bacillus has been found in the nasal secretions 
of healthy hospital nurses, and of students of medicine, as 
noted by Strauss. Would it not be possible to come 
across it accidentally in certain kinds of expectoration, 
just as the pneumococcus is found in saliva? 

In one of the numbers of La Medecine Modeme of last 
year there appeared a short article on the “ Influenzas 
known as pseudo-phymic.” The writer remarked on the 
strong analogy which certain complications of pulmonary 
influenza presented to acute tuberculosis. He observed, 
among other forms: 1st, the influenzal bronchitis which 
affected one of the summits of the lung, the most difficult 
form to diagnose from tuberculosis ; 2nd, the broncho- 
pneumonic form; 3rd, the pleuro-pneumonic form, 
bearing a close resemblance to tuberculous pleurisy. I 
might remark that this last form is still little known and 
ill-defined. The influenza microbe always imitates to a 
remarkable degree the microbe of tuberculosis in certain 
instances; and if we wish to effect a cure on the laws laid 
down by Hahnemann in certain forms of influenzal bron- 
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chitis, we must frequently seek for the simillimum in the 
virus of tuberculosis. 

I have mentioned oppression as one of the characteristics 
of Bacillinum. Now influenzal bronchitis is markedly 
accompanied by an incessant cough and by grave general 
symptoms. There is more frequently acute than passive, 
obstructive and dyspneic congestion. I am inclined to 
prefer Aviare to Bacillinum m such cases, and I should 
like to briefly touch upon certain cases in my* practice. 

I have under my care a little girl of twelve years of age 
who has for two years developed an influenza which 
rapidly leads to pulmonary symptoms, always distinctly 
localised in the top of the left lung. The mother is 
tuberculous, and the child, who was born with forceps, 
has her left chest less developed than her right. The 
congestion which accompanies the influenza is sudden 
and severe; within twenty-four hours the lung is invaded, 
and fine r&les are soon heard. Twice running, at intervals 
of a year, Aviaire 100th has stifled the symptoms in a 
few days. I have seen an analogous case, only with con¬ 
gestion of the base of the lung. 

In my clinical report of the H6pital St. Jacques (in 
August, 1895), I note ten cases of acute influenzal bron¬ 
chitis with incessant cough, fever, and expectoration, 
rapidly cured with Aviaire. This year I have prescribed 
it with the same success as at the H6pital St. Jacques in 
cases of influenzal bronchitis, with active congestion. I 
will mention two cases of the pulmonary complications of 
measles which were rapidly dissipated by this remedy; 
but I must also mention a third case of measles in which 
Aviaire failed, and Bryonia proved successful. The child 
had an acute rubeolic laryngitis, and few pulmonary 
symptoms. Bryonia was in this case more decidedly 
indicated than Aviaire. 

The dilution of Aviaire which I have always used is 
the 100th. I give usually five drops a day. 

It seems that Aviaire does not act in diminishing the 
cough like an anodyne or a narcotic, but braces up the 
whole organism. The relief of debility and the return of 
appetite are the phenomena which I have observed in 
conjunction with the diminution of the cough. 

I have given Aviaire 100th for weeks, and even for a 
month, regularly every day, without having observed 
excitement or aggravation. It would thus appear to be 
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a remedy of long lasting action, capable in certain cases 
of modifying the organism, and of bracing a constitution 
which has become enfeebled from the effects of influenza 
or of suspicious bronchitis. 

In contrast with BaciUinum I have noted, in my obser¬ 
vations on Aviaire, considerable cough and little dyspnea 
—an acute, inflammatory, extremely irritating cough, 
such as one meets with in acute diseases, or in sub-acute 
affections, in young people; a cough which fatigues, and 
which leads to enfeeblement and loss of appetite—in a 
word, a suspicious cough. To conclude my remarks the 
utility of Aviaire in suspicious bronchitis —an expression 
on which I again lay stress—I will recall certain indu¬ 
bitable examples of the cure (at the H6pital St. Jacques) 
of bronchitis or of pulmonary congestion at the top of 
one of the lungs, or of bronchitis on one side only, or 
of congestion predominating on one side. These localisa¬ 
tions on one side are sufficiently grave symptoms to 
warrant apprehension of the hatching of tuberculosis. 

If I were myself attacked, as the result of influenza 
of measles, or of some weakening malady, with an in¬ 
cessant tickling and stubborn cough, with certain closely 
localised pulmonary symptoms; if I lost my strength 
and appetite ; if, in a word, I were attacked by bron¬ 
chitis whose upshot was highly doubtful, and which 
caused apprehension* of tuberculosis, I should not hesi¬ 
tate a single moment, with the examples which I have 
had before me, to try Aviaire 100th upon myself. 

Such is the conclusion of my clinical observations made 
at the Hdpital St. Jacques in August, 1895. 

What I said last year I can only repeat with renewed 
confidence in this; and I hope that the years which 
follow will not cause me to alter my opinion. 


R EVIEW , 

DISEASES OF THE NOSE AND THROAT.* 

The author of this useful little treatise explains the 
object he had before him in the following preface :— 

* A Monograph of Diseases of the Nose and Throat. By George H. 
Quay, M.D., Professor of Rhinology and Laryngology in the Cleveland 
Medical College. Philadelphia: Boericke and Tafel. London: Homeo¬ 
pathic Publishing Co. 1897. Cloth, pp. 214. Price 6s. 6d. 
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“ It has been the author’s aim in the succeeding pages to 
present in concise form a monograph on the diseases of the 
nose and throat especially adapted to the needs of the student 
and the general practitioner. 

“ The book is the outcome of an experience in the general 
practice of medicine, which was not small, supplemented by 
several years of exclusively nose,* throat, and ear work. 
During the last five years I have been in almost daily contact 
with students, in the capacity of teacher, and have especially 
felt the need of a condensed work on the subject dealt with. 

“ Few general practitioners have either the time or the 
inclination to wade through a column of rhinology and laryn¬ 
gology which deals with exhaustive details, though a working 
knowledge of the disease of the nose and throat is absolutely 
essential to the successful physician. I have therefore kept 
constantly in mind these two classes of readers. 

“ Only enough anatomy and physiology to enable the reader 
to comprehend the text. 

“ I have especially endeavoured to emphasise throughout 
the work the necessity of treating the patient in his totality. 
It has, however, been my aim to impress on the reader the 
fact that many diseased conditions met with in the nose and 
throat demand for their relief approved surgical treatment in 
addition to internal medication. Neither local nor general 
measures should, in my opinion, be used to the exclusion of 
the other.” 

We can congratulate Dr. Quay on his success in 
carrying out his endeavour. His Monograph is admirably 
suited to the purpose for which it was written. He 
does not belong to the Surgery-first-and-medicine-a-long- 
way-behind school, as the very full indications he gives 
for remedies appropriate to the various conditions amply 
testify. At the same time he is quite prepared to operate 
when operation is necessary. When that may be depends 
not alone on the condition, but very greatly on the 
practitioner’s skill. The better the homeopathist the less 
surgery there will be required. Dr. Quay mentions the 
nosodes, and especially Bacillinum, several times, and 
recommends their use ; but he has a good deal yet to 
learn in this direction. We hope in his next edition to 
find the indications for Lueticum and Medorrhimim in 
nose and throat affections. If he will also turn his 
attention to Psorinum he will find a very leading place 
for it among his remedies for hay fever. 
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GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


WANTED: A DOCTOR FOR CHINA. 

To the Editor of The Homeopathic World. 

Sir, —Could you assist us in securing a homeopathic 
doctor for medical mission work ? We have a hospital 
and a dispensary; also a class of students, to whom we 
are endeavouring to teach the principles and the practice 
of homeopathy. Our mission is in Ningpo, China. Any 
one who has leanings to this side of mission work would 
find this a useful and congenial sphere. Would the 
friends of homeopathy do their utmost to assist us in 
this matter? 

Yours truly, 

R. Swallow, M.D. 

We should be happy to receive applications or 
suggestions from our readers and put them in communi¬ 
cation with Dr. Swallow, the head of the mission, at 
present in this country on leave.—E d. if. W. 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS, NOTES 
AND QUERIES. 


*/ In this department we shall be happy to reply to any inquiries 
relating to homeopathy or to the matter of our magazine that our corre¬ 
spondents may like to address to us. We cannot, of course, undertake to 
give medical advice in particular cases, which is the business of a medical 
attendant; but if our medical readers like to put queries to each other 
regarding points of practice or puzzling cases, we shall be happy to insert 
queries and replies. 


A VIAIRE. 

Sir,—I have read with interest your article on “ Reformed Tuber¬ 
culin ” in The Homeopathic World In the last paragraph you 
mention .4 via ire as differing from Bar illinu m. Will you kindly let 
me know where one can find an account of the former and its differ- 
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ence compared with Bacillinum. I see no mention of it in any work 
I have or in the abbreviations of Prescriber. 

Yours faithfully, 

Percy Newell. 

Silwood Place, Crowborough, Sussex. 

May 3, 1897. 


REPLY. 

We have thought it best to reproduce Dr. Cartier’s paper read before 
the late International Homeopathic Congress, and since published in 
the Revue Homceopatique Fran^aise, as the most satisfactory way of 
replying to our correspondent. We have already given an account of 
this very important paper with the discussion thereon in the report of 
the Congress (Homeopathic World, Oct., 1896). The reason why 
Aviaire is not mentioned in the Prescriber is that it had not been 
introduced when the last edition of the Prescriber was published.— 
Ed. H. W. 


LONDON HOMEOPATHIC HOSPITAL, GREAT ORMOND STREET 
BLOOMSBURY. 

Hours of Attendance :—Medical (In-patients, 9.30; Out-patients, 
2.0), Daily; Surgical, Mondays, Tuesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays, 
2.0; Diseases of Women, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 2.0; 
Diseases of Skin, Thursdays, 2.0; Diseases of the Eye, Thursdays, 
2.0; Diseases of the Throat and Ear, Wednesdays, 2.0; Diseases 
of Children, Mondays and Thursdays. 9.0 a.m.; Operations, Tues* 
days, 2.30; Dental Cases, Thursdays, 9.0 a.m. 


MEDICAL AND SURGICAL WORKS PUBLISHED 
DURING THE PAST MONTH. 


Bcericke (Win.). A Compend of the 
Principles of Homeopathy as taught 
by Hahnemann, and verified by a 
Century of Clinical Application. 
Demy 8vo, pp. 160. (Homeopathic 
Publishing Co. Net, 8s. 6d.) 

Bramwell (Byrom). Atlas of Clinical 
Medicine. Vol. 3. Imp. 4to, pp. 150 
and plates. (T. & A. Constable. 
Net, 42s.) 

Densmore (Emmet). How Nature 
Cures. Comprising a New System 
of Hygiene; also the Natural Food 
of Man. A Statement of the Prin¬ 
cipal Arguments against the Use of 
Bread. Cereals, Pulses, Potatoes, 
and all other Starch Foods. New ed. 
8vo, pp. 436. (Swan Sonnenschein. 
4s. 6d.) 

Elder (Wm). Aphasia and the Cerebral 
Speech Mechanism. Illust. 8vo. 
(Lewis. 10 h. 6d.) 

Fenwick (W. Sol tan.) The Disorders 
of Digestion in Infancy and Child¬ 


hood. With Illusts. The Second 
of a Series of p Monographs upon 
Diseases of the Stomach. 8vo, 
pp. 392. (Lewis. 10s. 6d.) 

Gray (Wm.). Influenza. With Special 
Reference to some Peculiar Symp¬ 
toms. 8vo, pp. 70. (Lewis. 3s. 6d.i 

Hare (Hobart Amory). Practical Diag¬ 
nosis: The Use of Symptoms in the 
Diagnosis of Disease. Illust. with 
191 Engravings and 13 Coloured 
Plates. 8vo, pp. 566. (Kimpton. 
Net, 21s. 

Hawthorne (C. O ). Foreensic Medi¬ 
cine and Toxicology: A Manual for 
Students. 2nd ed. Cr. 8vo, pp. 175. 
(Stenhouse, Glasgow. Net, 4s. 6d.) 

Heape (Walter). The Menstruation 
and Ovulation of Macaeus Rhesus. 
With Observations on the Changes 
Undergone by the Discharged Fol¬ 
licle. Part 2, Phil. Trans. B., Vol. 
188for 1897. 8vo, pp 301. (Dulau. 2a.) 
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TO CONTRIBUTORS, ETC. "Homeopathic Wortd. 

L June 1,1897. 


TO CONTRIBUTORS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


All literary matter. Reports of 
Hospitals, Dispensaries, Societies, 
and Books for Review, should be 
sent to the Editor, Dr. Clarke, 
30, Clarges Street , W. 

All advertisements and business 
communications to be sent to the 
“ Manager ” of the Homeopathic 
Publishing Company, 12, Warwick 
Lane, Paternoster Row, London. 
E.C. 

Literary matter and corres¬ 
pondence should be sent to us not 
later than the 12th of each month. 
Proofs will be sent to contri¬ 
butors, who are requested to cor¬ 
rect the same and return to the 
Editor as early as possible. 


CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications received from 
Dr. Percy Newell, Crowborough; 
Mr. J. W. Daw, London; Dr. 
Cooper, London; Dr. M. M. 
Bose, Calcutta; Dr. Lambert, 
London; Messrs. Martin and 
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QUACKS AND QUACKERY. 

Of quacks and quackery there truly is no end, nor is 
there likely to be an end if things go on as they are. Time 
was when medical men, inspired by a profound sense of 
their own dignity and of the necessity of maintaining the 
commercial as well as the scientific interests of the pro¬ 
fession, not alone refused to prescribe secret remedies, but 
branded with odium the possessors of nostrums. 

Now all this is changed; under the title of “Proprietory 
Articles’’ the most favoured of chemists are found to cram 
their—shall we say shops? (rather let us be polite—it is 
ethical to be so—and say warehouses), with all kinds of 
secretly concocted bottles. These “ proprietary articles ” 
are said sometimes to be the property not alone of the 
chemist, but that even qualified doctors possess a pecuniary 
interest in them; a supposition that, no doubt, is the 
creation of minds untutored in the polite art of medical 
ethics. 

Be this as it may, it is quite certain that circulars are 
being sent in abundance to qualified medical men asking 
them to become part proprietors of all kinds of nostrums, 
and it surely is no unkind inference to suppose that the 
distribution of such circulars among members of the pro¬ 
fession must be attended with some measure of success. 

But these enterprising nostrum-mongers (ought we tp 
say merchants , and be polite to them ?—a question of 
ethics) are not content with soliciting co-partnership from 
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the exalted “ diplomates ” ; they even go so far as to offer 
payment to the great men—for what ? Oh, ye teachers 
of Ethics, can you not see that “ Medical Extracts,” 
" Medical Brief,” &c., are full of signed articles lauding 
the virtues of secretly prepared remedies, and that there 
are many medical journals got up in the interests of 
special nostrums and supported by writers who appear by 
their qualifications to hold high positions in the learned 
profession of medicine. 

Surely it does not add to the dignity of the profession 
to accept remuneration for such work as this ! 

The writer was lately attending an American lady, who 
delivered herself of the following: “ Well, doctor, I don’t 
know how it is over here, but in the States the doctors 
have taken to ordering secret remedies, and wherever I go 
the same thing prevails ; I am told to take this, that, and 
the other specific, until I begin to ask myself, what is the 
use of having a doctor at all? And,” she added, “ the 
worst of it is these specifics never agree with me.” 

All this evil arises from the profession being incom¬ 
petent to deal with chronic disease. The old days of 
blue pill, blistering, and purgatives, have gone, and the 
days of enlightenment have come in, and unless the pro¬ 
fession accepts this enlightenment through the medium 
of Hahnemann’s Chronic Diseases , they will perforce 
be obliged to grope in the dark, and to aid and abet the 
nostrum-monger and quack. 

Well might we as homeopaths chuckle were it not that 
even our own ranks are becoming infected. The public 
nowadays will not read medical literature ; and as for the 
controversy between homeopathy and allopathy, it is 
looked upon as a thing of the past. The public is being 
instructed by advertisements in the daily and weekly 
Press; and as of late our homeopathic chemists, out of 
deference doubtless to the B. H. Society, have ceased to 
advertise, the cry is being continually made by the public : 

44 We hear nothing about homeopathy ! ” 

Such a condition of things was not likely to last; and 
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now our daily papers are being crammed with enormous 
notices of remedies, said to be homeopathic, for every 
disease under the sun. 

The success of such remedies depends of course upon 
the ignorance of the general mass of the people as to 
what is homeopathy, and the persistent refusal that is 
manifested by the ordinary reader to study books of 
any kind, but more especially works such as those of 
Hahnemann ; often for no better reason than the deter¬ 
ring influence of the date on the title-page. 

It it most disheartening to find the younger generations 
of both the laity and of the profession so averse to a 
perusal of the early literature of homeopathy, a study of 
which is essential to the comprehension of the science, 
and which cannot possibly be out of date while the truths 
inculcated go unrecognised. 


THOSE DREADFUL MICROBES! 

Not a day passes without some new microbe being dis¬ 
covered. The bacteriologists seem to take a malicious 
pleasure in poisoning our existence. Formerly we lived 
in tranquillity and died we knew not how. Now we 
cannot swallow a drop of water without being warned 
of the risks we run. 

Noxious microbes are shown to be everywhere. The 
mother must refrain from kissing her baby for fear of 
giving it microbes or of being herself infected by her 
baby’s innocent cheeks. The young husband should look 
twice before kissing his wife. The honeymoon is a con¬ 
stant reciprocal exchange of microbes. 

Must, then, we ask of the savants, all raptures, all 
love dalliance be given up? Oh, no! they reply, not at 
all; but we must take precautions and use antiseptics. 
Before venturing to kiss your beloved, pass over your 
face a towel dipped in a solution of corrosive sublimate, 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



292 THOSE DREADFUL MICROBES! [ Hom eoj>athic y W° rld . 


carbolic acid, or boric acid, and make her do the same. 
That’s what science prescribes! And they are in real 
earnest, the wretches! They fail to see that they deprive 
of all poetry our lives, which are already too prosaic ever 
since steam and electricity were invented. 

I often wonder what can be the mental condition of a 
bacteriologist. What a terrible thing it must be to find 
microbes everywhere, not to be able to eat or drink any¬ 
thing without having to dispute for their possession with a 
legion of bacilli, to see in imagination on the rosy cheek 
of a child or the lips of your betrothed bride a swarm 
of venomous bacteria! How the bacteriologist must 
dread the hearty handshake of a friend! Indeed, he 
denounces shaking hands as dangerous, and insists that 
it should never be done without antiseptic gloves! 
Beware, he cries, of bank-notes ! They are the favourite 
receptacle of microbes ; in their tiny folds lurk millions 
of noxious germs. Abolish your curtains, your carpets, 
your chintz- or cretonne-covered furniture, get rid of 
everything that makes your house look pretty and produces 
those shades and gradations of light so loved by artists. 
Away with antimacassars, away with stuffed easy chairs ; 
they only collect dust, and dust is—microbes ! Don’t 
travel. Those industrious bacteriologists have found in 
a quarter of a cubic centimetre of dust obtained from the 
lining of a compartment of a first or second-class railway 
carriage 87,852 microbes, 32,617 of which might cause 
the most serious diseases. If you want to live long, let 
your apartment be a large prison-cell painted in oil- 
colours, sleep upon a plank, drink only boiled water, cut 
all your friends and relations. Would such a life be 
worth living?—Dr. Aleque, Journal de la Santi. 


Atropinum in Gastric Ulcer. —Dr. Thom reports a rapid and 
permanent cure of a gastralgia of some standing by sulphate of 
atropine 5x trit. The patient was supposed to have ulceration of 
the stomach.— Horn . Recorder, February (B. J. H. S.). 
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Homeopathic World.' 
July 1,1897. 


NEWS AND NOTES. 


Hahnemann’s Tomb. 

Our hearty congratulations to Dr. Cartier and his 
colleagues on the success which has at last crowned their 
long endeavours. After delays innumerable the Boenning- 
hausen family have accepted the terms of Dr. Cartier’s 
committee, and the rights connected with the tomb have 
now passed into the hands of his disciples. Henceforth 
it will be no longer difficult for pilgrims from distant parts 
to identify the last resting-place of the master. 


The Influence of the Moon on Medicinal Action 
and on Diseases. 

In our present issue will be found an important com¬ 
munication from Dr. Skinner illustrating the value of 
observing the changes of the moon in giving certain 
medicines in chronic cases. In connection with this 
should be read an interesting article on the influence of 
the moon’s changes on certain skin cases which we have 
extracted from Star Lore. The further our knowledge 
goes the more evident it becomes that the universe is a 
universe, and that nothing is isolated, but that everything 
influences every other in greater or less degree. 


Playing with Microbes. 

We take the following from the Chemist and Druggist 
of June 5th :— 

44 Loeffler’s Bacillus in Samoa. 

“In 1896 a firm at Samoa, in the Pacific, imported a supply of 
Professor Loeftler’s ‘ mice-typhoid-bacillus,’ with which to extermi¬ 
nate rats on the cocoanut plantations. Rats, mice, and flying-foxes 
(Pteropus Samoensis) were inoculated with no very certain results, 
except in the case of the flying-foxes; but after a time an extraordi¬ 
nary epidemic of chicken-cholera arose among domestic fowls, and 
dogs also died in great numbers. It has not been ascertained for 
certain, however, whether these facts were due to the 4 mice-typhoid- 
bacillus ’ or to the unprecedentedly hot and dry weather.” 
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Jubilee Homeopathic Banquet. 

We are glad to learn that the banquet given by the 
authorities in celebration of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
was a distinct success. A report will be found in another 
part of our present issue. Donations amounting to over 
£7,000 were announced. 


Thuja in Tumours. 

We clip the following from the Medical Argus for 
May:— 


“ Tumours Cured by Thuja . 

“ Dr. Sarah N. Smith gives two cases, one of ulcer, one of vascular 
tumour, on the hand. Setting down both as * syotic,’ she gave Thuja 
in Dunham’s 200th; and either got well in a couple of months.— 
Horn. Physician , April. 

“ Dr. Candy was consulted by a lady who presented a verrucous 
tumour of the neck attached by a small pedicle. It was of the size 
of one’s thumb, and if pulled caused a pain to shoot through that side 
of the head. She suffered occasionally from lancinating pains com¬ 
mencing in the growth and radiating into neck and head or down into 
chest. It was impossible to rest on that side. Thuja 6 was given 
internally, and one-tenth solution of the tincture in almond oil applied 
locally. After a few days the growth became flaccid and pale, and 
after a fortnight it fell off, without pain, together with several smaller 
tumours of the same character. The pains also left her.— Hahn. 
Monthly , March.” 


Physics and Medicines. 

Some months ago we announced that Mr. Picken was 
about to contribute an article on the above subject to the 
North American Journal of Homeopathy in reply to com¬ 
ments on his previous work by a contributor to that 
journal. This article appeared in the March number of 
the North American , and it is of so much importance that 
we shall transfer it to our own pages. The first part 
appears in this issue. The whole article has had the 
advantage of being corrected for the press by the author. 
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Action of Chenopodium on the Eae. 

We take the following from the Medical Argus of 
May:— . 

“ Chenopodium in Otitis Interna. 

“ Linnell (< Journal of Ophthalmology , Octoloay , and Laryngology ) 
states that our means of curing or even ameliorating affections of 
the internal ear are so meagre that anything which promises to extend 
them is deserving of record. He then narrates a case in which the 
occurrence of a serous or bloody effusion in the labyrinth, followed 
by inflammation, and preceded and followed by a slight catarrhal 
otitis media, seemed to afford the most rational explanation of the 
symptoms exhibited. 

“ The improvement in the case narrated seemed to him to be fairly 
attributed to the remedy prescribed (Chenopodium 6x). The con¬ 
dition had lasted for upward of three years, and had not been 
benefited by previous treatment. No other treatment was employed 
while taking Chenopodium . 

“ He further reports a second case, where there was an implication 
of the left labyrinth in connection with slight otitis media catarrhalis 
chronica of both ears. The symptoms were: Deafness in left ear for 
several years; no tinnitus; consciousness of the ear; sensitive to 
musical sounds; deaf for the watch and voice. Rmt., normal; Lmt., 
somewhat retracted and dull; no light spot; good vibration with 
octoscope. Eustachian tubes dilatable. Bone conduction diminished 
from left mastoid. In this case the prescription was Chenopodium fix, 
and permanent improvement in all the symptoms followed. 

“In the proving of Chenopodium we find recorded progressive 
deafness to the voice, but great sensitiveness to the sounds of passing 
vehicles, each one of which sounded like roaring of immense cannon 
right into his ears; the same sensitiveness to other sounds—for 
example, the tea-bell; also buzzing in the ears.' 

“ This condition—deafness to the voice but sensitiveness for other 
sounds—was present in both of the cases recorded above, and Linnell 
has found it a reliable indication for the remedy. In addition, he puts 
on record as cured symptoms the following, viz.: Absent or deficient 
bone conduction restored under the use of the drug; roaring tinnitus 
synchronous with the action of the heart. A consciousness of the 
ear; sensitiveness to musical sounds and to cold. Hearing better for 
shrill, high-pitched sounds than for low' ones." 


Berbbris as a Cosmetic. —Dr. Baisig writes: “If you wish to 
smooth the skin on a lady's face which has become rough and un¬ 
sightly, give her berberis, and she will give you many a puff, together 
with her thanks. Pimples and brown fiver spots are also removed by 
this remedy."— Med. Century , January (B. J. H. 8.). 

Manganum in Headache. —A peculiarity of Manganum is that its 
pain over the whole brain seems to be “from above downward," 
another is a feeling of “ concussion in the brain " from shaking the 
head, moving or walking .—(Chronic Diseases) Horn. Envoy . 
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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


INCIPIENT PARALYSIS.— LYCOPODIUM AND 
SULPHUR. 

By Thomas Skinner, M.D. 

I was consulted in 1877 by a well-to-do merchant in 
Liverpool (when I resided there) on account of what 
his homeopathic physician termed incipient paralysis. 

Status prcesens. —The right side of his chest felt as 
if it were filled with ice, so cold it seemed to him, 
and his left leg and foot felt numb and colder than his 
right limb (right upper, left lower). 

Diagnosis of the Remedy. —There could be no 
difficulty in deciding on the remedy, as he was 
particularly fond of money-making besides the other 
symptoms. Lycopodium , cm. (F.C.) was given ii> one 
dose at bedtime and the usual placebo morning and 
night thereafter. To call in a fortnight, which he did, 
and he informed me that the right chest and the left lower 
extremity were almost normal. He now complained to 
me of what he should have stated at the first, that his 
feet felt as if loaded with lead , and that he had a work to 
lift them when walking, giving him a very awkw T ard gait. 
I knew that Lycopodium had the symptom, but that 
Sulphur had it much better marked (see Allen’s valuable 
Encyclopedia ), and as Lippe informed me that “Sulphur 
acted best at time of New Moon” I gave my patient one 
powder of Sulphur cm. (F.C.) with the following cate¬ 
gorical direction: “Is it convenient for you to leave 
Liverpool at present? ” To which he replied, “ I should 
think so. There is nothing doing, and every second man I 
meet is desirous of borrowing one or two hundred pounds 
from me. I will leave Liverpool to-morrow if you think 
it advisable.” “Have you any objection to go to 
Brighton ? ” “ That is my favourite resort when I want 

a change! ” “Then go at once, and take this powder with 
you. On the night of the 11th of June , 1877, at bedtime , 
put this powder dry on your tongue , and take no medicine 
of any kind in the interval.” (The 11th of June, 1877, was 
the time of New Moon.) I told him nothing of my reason 
for selecting that date, but begged of him to inform me 
how he felt the following day as regards the heaviness of 
his feet . 
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On the 13th of June, 1877, I received a letter in¬ 
forming me as follows : “ On rising from bed I crossed 
my bedroom to my toilet table with as light a step as I 
ever did in my life. I cannot understand it; it surely 
could not have been the result of the sugar I put on my 
tongue at bedtime.” 

In conclusion, the gentleman came to me to see if he 
could find any difference in the practice of a “ high 
dilutionist ,” hearing that I had learnt the practice in the 
United States of America when I visited that country in 
1876—a very great mistake, as I learnt it from the first 
in Britain. 


MATERIA MEDICA MISCELLANY. 

By J. R. P. Lambert, M.D. 

Iris Versicolor in Sciatica. —Dr. Payne reports a cure 
of sciatica of three weeks’ duration with Iris Versicolor. 
The patient was a widow of light complexion, aged 42. 
Immediate relief followed the administration of the 
remedy. Dr. Wesselhoeft has recorded among other 
provings of Iris that it induces severe left-sided sciatica, 
shooting pains and lameness on motion. Sick headache 
coming on with a blur before the eyes finds an effective 
remedy in Iris. Facial neuralgia also often yields to it.— 
Medical Argus. 

The Mental Symptoms of Baryta Carbonica. —The 
following is from a translation for the Homeopathic 
Recorder from Dr. Dahlke’s work on “ Mental Symptoms,” 
which he considers the most important essential in the 
total image of the symptoms of any remedy. 

The translator quotes the following under Baryta Carb. 
Adults, especially old people, have a peculiar antipathy to 
strangers and shun any face that does not belong to the 
family; they imagine that they are laughed at; aversion 
to society. Children are unwilling to play. They sit in 
a comer and do nothing. Baryta acts on the two ex¬ 
tremes of life, old age and infancy; the latter action is 
the most important. It lacks, however, the intimate 
relation to dentition which is peculiar to Calcarea , and it 
also lacks the partial sweats. A Baryta child remains 
behind in its growth, has a thick abdomen, does not learn 
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to walk or talk, and there is gradually developed a state 
of imbecility, a retiring disposition, strikingly lacking in a 
feeling of modesty, which symptoms offer a further diffe¬ 
rentiation from Calcarea . Yet another difference is that 
Calcarea acts more on the nose and Baryta on the tonsils. 

Some Special Indications for Dioscorea Villosa. —In 
the head the special indications for Dioscorea are : Dull 
stupefying pain in both temples as if from pressure; 
relieved at once by pressure, but when the pressure is 
removed the pain is sharper and worse than before. 
Sharp pain in the left temple with nausea and chills. 
Pulling pain in occiput, causing a stupid sensation ; feels 
confused ; calls things by wrong names. 

In the eyes the indications are: Eyes feel as if some 
large, smooth substance were in them. Feeling as if dust 
or lashes were in them. Sharp pains in left eye. Sharp 
pain in right eyeball through to the occiput. Both eyes 
weak, sore, and smart badly. 

The mouth of Dioscorea is dry, bitter or sore, worse in 
the morning. 

In the stomach Dioscorea has pain either sharp, dull, 
cramping, or twisting, worse by stooping, relieved by 
standing erect. Severe pain in either hypochondrium, 
either sharp, dull, cramping, or twisting. Bowels sore ; 
sharp, cutting, cramping pain in bowels. 

In the male organs Dioscorea is an important remedy. 
Its special indications are: desire increased or greatly 
diminished; genitals cold and relaxed. Nocturnal emis¬ 
sions in sleep, or no erections for many days. 

In the chest Dioscorea has a sharp pain in either lung, 
worse in region of nipple, arresting motion or breathing. 

In the back, lameness in dorsal or lumbar region, aggra¬ 
vated by stooping. 

In the lower limbs Dioscorea has cramping pains in the 
legs in their whole length. Knees quite lame, weak or 
painful. Rheumatic pains worse at night or in early 
morning. At first the pains are aggravated by motion, 
but afterwards relieved.—Dr. M. E. Douglas, in the 
Southern Joum. Horn. 

Veratrum Album in Melancholia. —In a paper on the 
subject of Melancholia with Stupor, Dr. W. M. Butler 
gives the following indications for Veratrum Album . 
Marked cerebral enervation with inability to control his 
movements; obstinate taciturnity ; mind dull and stupid; 
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face pale and sunken; nose blue; coldness of the body 
and limbs with perspiration on the forehead and lowered 
general vitality. 

In his experience it has proven the most valuable 
remedy in our materia medica in combating this formid¬ 
able disease. Many of these patients, who for weeks had 
passed their days sitting with heads bent and hands 
resting on their knees, noticing nothing, w’ith their 
mental and physical vitality reduced to the lowest ebb, 
he has seen under the influence of this drug revived, 
renewed, and restored to their normal activity of mind 
and body.— N. A. J. H. 

Thyroidin in Myxedema and Psoriasis. —Dr. H. V. 
Halbert says that Thyroidin , as a potency, is a valuable 
adjunct in both these diseases, but thyroid feeding should 
be discouraged. Its heroic use is less harmful in myxe¬ 
dema, but he thinks its greatest therapeutic value will be 
found in psoriasis. It should, however, not be given to 
old people or any patient with a weak heart, and should 
not be used in the developing stage of psoriasis, nor in 
extremely hyperemic cases. It has been most success¬ 
fully employed in both these diseases when the case was 
one of rapid development. It must be used with caution 
and continued a long time. When an aggravation ensues 
it should be discontinued till the excessive hyperemia 
disappears. He has found the 3x and 30x potency most 
useful, and has used it with results surpassing his most 
sanguine expectations, when all else has failed. He often 
substitutes for it a potency of Sulphur and then returns 
to Thyroidin with excellent results.— The Clinique. 


PHYSICS AND MEDICINE: THE SCIENCE AND 
PHILOSOPHY OF MEDICINE. 

By W. Buist Picken. 

The recently published article on “ Physics and Medicine— 
Homeopathy, Isopathy, and Immunity,” by Dr. E. F. 
Licorish, of Barbadoes, demands the serious attention of the 
homeopathic school. At this rather late day I desire to 
submit to Dr. Licorish, and to the readers of the North 
American generally, some critical observations on the article 
referred to. 

In so far as Dr. Licorish is at one with me in regard to the 
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rationale of homeopathy, it is unnecessary to say anything 
here. The sympathetic reader will understand the pleasure 
with which I read “ Physics and Medicine/’ as he will 
appreciate the motives which confine me at present to a 
critical review of the remarkable contribution by Dr. Licorish. 

Dr. Licorish believes his theory of the modus operandi of 
the similar remedy to be quite different from all other theories 
yet advanced, with the exception, perhaps, of mine; he 
believes, also, that I failed to see the full signification of the 
scientific facts adduced by me in my paper on “ The Science 
of Homeopathy ” ; immediately after which declarations of 
belief he states that his own theory “ starts with the assump¬ 
tion, already recognised by many leading scientists, that all 
vital forces are in reality physical forces.” Now, if I rightly 
understand Dr. Licorish, I fear it will have to be admitted that 
we agree where he thinks we differ, and that we differ where 
he supposes us to agree. 

As explicitly stated in the article mentioned, my aim in 
writing “The Science of Homeopathy” was to formulate the 
great truth of homeopathy according to the requirements 
of modern science ; and, as indicated by me elsewhere (. N.E . 
Medical Gazette , July, 1892), this was done with intended 
limitations and conscious reservations. To have expressed 
myself fully on the subject would have been to go beyond 
received science, and thus to disqualify in some degree my 
exposition as scientific. This was frankly confessed at the 
time, to the editor of The Homeopathic World, during a 
conversation with him on Matter and Motion. And now I 
must lift the corner of the veil of my ultra-scientific reserva¬ 
tion, in showing that I differ from Dr. Licorish just where he 
takes it we agree. 

“All vital forces are in reality physical forces,” says Dr. 
Licorish, who then gives quotations in corroboration from 
Huxley, Thomson, and Foster. These references, being in 
evidence of what Helmholtz calls “ our lineage with the sun,” 
I might have quoted in support of my own argument, instead 
of others, strictly synonymous, which were given, from 
Huxley, Tyndall, Mayer, and other authorities. But although 
I could justly use the former extracts in elucidation of the 
rationale of the similar remedy, and thus appear to be wholly 
in agreement with Dr. Licorish, it is yet impossible for me to 
accept as truth his dictum that “ all vital forces are in reality 
physical forces.” 

With Tyndall I recognise the essential unity of all forces, 
organic and inorganic. “The matter of the human body is 
the same as that of the world around us ; and here we find 
the forces of the human body identical with those of inorganic 
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nature.” To say, however, that vital forces and physical forces 
are in reality identical is not to say that “ vital forces are 
in reality physical.” Because the physical and vital forces are 
alike derivative, being categories of force derived from a prior 
category, and having the same ultimate category. It is as 
incorrect to say that “ all vital forces are in reality physical,” 
as it would be to say that “ electrical forces are in reality solar 
forces,” or that “ solar forces are in reality thermal forces,” or 
chemical forces. Reality cannot be predicated of any one of 
these orders of forces any more than of any other of them. 
Strictly vital forces are derived from lower physical forces, and 
the lowest of the latter are also derivative, but by action of a 
higher, which is at the same time the lowest of another and 
more interior system of forces. The vital forces, so called, of 
current teaching, include with the properly vital forces those 
which are below this grade, besides those which are above the 
merely vital—hence the prevalent confusion of thought on the 
subject. 

Moreover, it is contrary to reason to define the higher in 
terms of the lower, although they are subject to mutual 
transformations. For the lower has the signification of the 
higher only in latency, whilst the higher unfolds the latency of 
the lower into the actual, and at the same time receives into 
itself latently. another higher. This is a universal process. 
But in virtue of the unity of all diversity we may often 
illuminate the obscure lower, and perceive its real interior 
nature, by intelligent application to it of the terminology of 
the higher, especially of the relative ultimate, or cyclically 
highest. 

The physical forces, it is said, are the forces which pertain 
to matter. But what is matter ? As Professor Foster truly 
says, “the consideration of what is called ‘structure’ and 
‘ composition ’ must, in harmony with the modern teaching of 
physics, be approached under the dominant conception of 
modes of motion.” Matter, in the modem scientific view, is a 
manifestation of force. Whether matter takes the mineral, 
vegetable, or animal form, depends on its modes of molecular 
and atomic motion. According to theoretical chemistry, all 
matter is made up of molecules, and these molecules of atoms. 
“ The physical state of bodies depends upon the arrangement 
and motions of the molecules, the other physical and chemical 
properties depend upon the kind and number of atoms in the 
molecules, upon their arrangement and relative motions,” 
Julius Thomson says. Unfortunately, chemistry is commonly 
regarded as a fundamental science, whereas it is only 
intermediate. Thus viewed, the physical forces are properties 
of constituted modes of motion, not of matter, which is itself 
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so constituted. “ Matter and motion, as we know them,” says 
Herbert Spencer, in First Principles , “ are differently 

conditioned manifestations of Force. Our experience of 
Force is that out of which our idea of matter is built. . . . 
Forces standing in certain correlations form the whole content 
of our idea of matter/’ 

According to one set of “authorities,” matter in the last 
analysis is “ made up of atoms ” ; and atoms are “ indivisible 
particles of matter.” So that, in this analysis, matter is, after 
all, only matter I The materialism of such “ science ” is as 
inevitable as it is superficial and philosophically worthless. 
Because, if atoms are the analytically ultimate particles of 
matter, and combine to constitute molecules, which by their 
complexity, arrangements and motions constitute the physical 
forces, matter is thus “just matter”; and “when Bishop 
Berkeley says there is no matter, it is no matter what Bishop 
Berkeley says! ” 

The progressive scientist declares, however, that the atom is 
not a particle of matter, but a centre of force ; that, as Herbert 
Spencer affirms, both matter and motion are manifestations of 
Force. If we ask for an exposition of the nature of motion, 
that is what we get: “ Neither when considered in connection 
with space, nor when considered in connection with matter, 
nor when considered in connection with rest, dQ we find that 
motion is cognisable.” A frank enough confession of learned 
ignorance, truly. How ridiculous, then, the monstrous 
pretensions of such minds nevertheless to elaborate a science 
and philosophy of motion, or of the manifestations of motion! 
And if we inquire as to the essential nature of Force, the same 
great exponent of the “ Positive Philosophy ” answers that 
all modes of consciousness are derivable from experience of 
Force; and that experiences of force are not derivable from 
anything else. Of this undecomposable element in knowledge, 
he remarks that it is a truism to say it is inscrutable. Hence 
the easy genesis of his Unknowable ! 

The advanced priesthood of scientific materialism teach, in 
effect, that we know nothing, and never will know anything of 
the true nature of Matter, Motion, Force ; except that the two 
former are differently conditioned manifestations of the latter, 
and that matter is indestructible, and motion continuous (or, 
“ more strictly, that something which has motion for one of 
its sensible forms ” is continuous), in virtue of the persistence 
of Force. And let it be noted that the distinguished thinker 
who wrote that significant parenthetical qualification of a 
statement of his own, yet was on the same subject guilty of 
so gross a violation of logic as to make his comparative 
personal nescience the criterion of knowledge possible to all 
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others. It would be futile, if not fatuous, for us to expect that 
Matter, Motion, and Force could be expounded in such 
manner as to make the universe intelligible, by thinkers who 
blunder so fundamentally as to elevate dogmatic negation to 
the position of positive affirmation, and attempt to force it so 
to function. They do not even perceive that the correla¬ 
tive of Force is Form (Spirit-Force, Matter-Form); and that 
as the process of involution of Force proceeds, evolution of 
Form takes place—that as Force is progressing interiorly, 
becoming more and more spiritual, by inter-action of mind and 
matter, higher and higher matter-form is in the same ratio 
evolved. 

Returning to the scientific authorities who teach that all 
matter is made up of molecules as these are of atoms, and 
that the physical forces are constituted modes of motion, I put 
to them this irrepressible question : What is it that moves 
matter —that constitutes the atom with its attractions and 
repulsions, that combines atoms into molecules, and derives 
from atomic and molecular arrangements and combinations all 
the phenomena of motion ? 

To the concept of matter, we find that even the most crass 
materialist is obliged to add the concept of motion, in his effort 
to understand the universe; and reasoning that all matter 
must be in some kind of motion, he has at length arrived at 
the conception that matter is a mode of motion. Of what is 
it motion ? we again ask. But there is no answer given. To 
repeat that it is the chemical atom would merely be to say 
that matter is simply matter, and that it is matter which 
moves matter. A mental outlet from this intellectual cul de sac 
is only possible to the materialist thinker in the opposite 
direction. There he soon reaches an intellectual vacuum, 
wherein movement for him is impossible. Because his 
correlative to matter is motion ; and to say that matter is 
moved by motion (which is his logical alternative), is for him 
to collapse. Yet in this direction lies the open and only way. 
He will discover, one of these days, what is involved in the 
truth that the term motion connotes effect quite as truly as it 
denotes cause —that it is an intermediate term, not one cor¬ 
relative to matter; that motion is a manifestation of the true 
correlative of matter which is mind : that Universal Matter is 
moved by Universal Mind , of which the lowest manifestation is 
mineral motion, the next vegetable life, animal sensation the 
next higher, and human intelligence the highest manifestation 
in the external universe. 

Matter and Mind are the primary universal correlatives; and 
the absolute Reality underlying both is Spirit. 

The vital forces, being derived from inorganic forces by the 
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positive action of inherent Spirit, are, therefore, in reality 
spiritual, not physical. 

It is because of its spirituality that homeopathic therapeutics 
transcends orthodox medicine, and that the method of similia 
is destined to supersede the practice of contraria as certainly 
as that Law of Right shall in the fulness of the time supersede 
the rule of might in the human world. And it is for the 
reason that the triumph of homeopathy is inseparable from 
its spirituality that I have here dealt at such length with “first 
principles,” in refutation of the alleged physical reality of 
vital forces. The justification of such fragmentary treatment 
of philosophical problems in themselves so profound, lies in 
my undertaking only to raise the corner of the veil of my 
reservation on the science of homeopathy. Were this a 
magazine of philosophy, or of general science, I might 
attempt a brief demonstration of principles which must be 
left here too like mere propositions. 

There is a widespread expectation amongst scientific minds, 
of a new and grand generalisation of science, of a discovery 
transcendently great, that is felt to be imminent. And the 
expectation, I do not hesitate to say, is better grounded than 
the scientists themselves are aware. For we are on the eve of 
the revolutionary discovery by science that mind is not the 
product of matter, but is its eternal and infinite correlative; 
that cosmic motion is the manifestation of Cosmic Mind, as 
the vital forces are of the Universal Life; and that the unity 
comprehending the complementaries of Universal Matter and 
Universal Mind is Spirit—the absolute Substance of the Uni¬ 
verse, which they have yet to know, but which will attract 
their investigating powers to glorious exercise for ever. 

To us, matter represents the universal Negative Energy, 
governed by the universal Positive Energy, or mind ; while 
mind represents the universal Positive Energy, conditioned by 
the universal Negative Energy. The Negative is exterior, and 
the Positive interior in the Infinite Unity. Spirit is the absolute, 
manifesting concurrently as matter and motion in all their 
grades . When this trinity is recognised and understood, it 
will be known that the so-called ultimate atom of chemistry is 
ultimate only in the relative chemical sense; it will become 
known also that ether is “ atomic ” in its constitution, and 
that the atom of magnetism is the highest ether-atom, the true 
ultimate atom of matter—beyond which, and in immediate 
conjunction with which is mind, in its lowest modes of motion. 
Then will come to light the radical defects of the “ Positive 
Philosophy ” of our day, and it will be realised that man is 
not confronted in the universe with an eternally repulsive 
“ Unknowable,” but has before him the infinitely attractive 
Unknoivn. 
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If any reader of mine be still in doubt as to direct relation 
of those observations to the subject of this paper, let him 
apply them to the vexed questions of homeopathic posology, 
and the absurdity of the microscopic criterion of potency will 
be obvious. 

In illustration of the illuminative and energising effect of 
the foregoing propositions on formulae of received science and 
philosophy, let me quote a small paragraph from The 
Principles of Biology , first in Herbert Spencer’s own form of 
correct but barren statement, and then in the energised form 
of generative truth. ** The fundamental antagonism between 
Dissolution and Evolution consists in this, that while the one 
is an integration of motion and disintegration of matter, the 
other is an integration of matter and disintegration of motion.” 
Energised and re-ordered, the paragraph reads thus : “ The 
fundamental antagonism between Evolution and Involution 
(or ‘ Dissolution,’) consists in this : Evolution is an integration 
of matter and disintegration of motion (or individualisation of 
universal mind) ; Involution (or ‘ Dissolution ’) is a disintegra¬ 
tion of matter and integration of motion (or organisation of 
individual minds).’’ In which short methodological statement 
we have at once scientific affirmation of the immortality of 
the soul and the solidarity of the race. 

Proceeding with my review of the article which has led us 
so far afield in the universe, I may notice the theories of 
McLauchlin that Dr. Licorish seems to think different from 
those set forth in “ The Science of Homeopathy.” 

Fermentation and infection being similar processes, both 
due, as McLauchlin says, to one-celled micro-organisms, 
acting as physical and not as chemical agents, the products 
of infection and fermentation are inhibitory bodies, their 
accumulation arresting the process of which they are the 
result. “ Pathogenetic bacteria cause pathogenesis by the 
dynamic energy of their structure.” 11 Any bacterium,” he 
writes, “ is pathogenetic to an organism when the molecular 
wave vibrations of the bacterium coincide in periods of time 
with those of an albuminoid of the organism, and the former 
can disrupt and convert the latter into poisonous ptomaines.” 

Without going further than Dr. Clarke’s introduction to 
“The Science of Homeopathy,” I find amongst the points 
mentioned as established in my essay, “ that each substance 
possesses the property of absorbing any motion which corres¬ 
ponds to its own molecular motion (illustrating the like-to-like 
formula).” And in my extract from Heat , pp. 404-6, is given 
a full statement of the conditions of absorption of molecular 
motion, and consequent molecular disruption. 

Now, if pathogenetic bacteria act by the dynamic energy of 
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their structure, and the products of their action are “ inhibi¬ 
tory bodies,” how is this to be explained, in terms of motion? 
They excite molecular motion according to the law that like 
begets like , and as this begotten motion is not physiological 
it cannot expend itself physiologically throughout the organism, 
but culminates in molecular disruption. The products of dis¬ 
ruption necessarily embody the forces which constituted them, 
and are consequently competent to induce motions similar to 
those that generated them. In the field of their production, 
however, they can operate only as reactions , and to do so must 
be negative to the original positive pathogenetic forces moving 
from within outwardly, and by interference equilibrating the 
positive forces with which they coincide, precisely as the 
ordinary homeopathic remedies act in idiopathic disease. This 
explanation of the “ inhibitory ” action of ptomaines I offer as 
an intelligible interpretation of the phenomena under considera¬ 
tion, in terms of motion. It is thus seen that therapeutic 
interference may vastly exceed the range to which Dr. Licorish 
is disposed to limit it. “ It may happen,” he says, “ that a 
remedy finding an entrance into the body may follow a course 
meeting the course of the disease through the body; when 
this happens, and where the molecular waves of each coincide, 
an immediate cure may take place. This contrary or opposite 
course, I believe, however, rarely happens. It is seen, perhaps, 
when severe pains or acute conditions are immediately relieved 
with the similar remedy, not in a definite disease. This 
assumed action is considered to be the real one by Mr. Picken 
in his paper, ‘ The Science of Homeopathy/ I, however, 
as already stated, regard it as taking place very exceptionally. 
Looking at the theory of the homeopathic remedy as making 
a path for the disease, we can on the like theory explain not 
only isopathy and serum therapeutics, in which of course I 
firmly believe, but also the means by which disease immunity 
is secured.” 

This alleged pioneer work of the similar remedy I shall deal 
with presently. As regards serum therapeutics and isopathy, 
little need be said now. The former is practically identical 
with the latter, and both are essentially one with scholastic 
homeopathy. As I have already shown (. N . E. Medical 
Gazette , July, 1892), the forces inherent to substances which 
exhibit the phenomena of interference may appear to be 
identical, but regarded as specifically related forces they will be 
seen to be similars. “ Strictly identical forces must be identical 
in all respects, in which case they become one. If two streams 
of force from the same kind of substance be merely differen¬ 
tiated as positive and negative they are no longer identical, but 
necessarily similars.” 
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Dr. Licorish thinks that medicinal interference is perhaps seen 
when severe pains or acute conditions are immediately relieved 
by the similar remedy, not in a definite disease. That remark 
surprises me. Since the grand typical signs of developing 
disease generally are precisely those just referred to, it follows 
that the vital motions which give rise to them are the essential 
motions of disease, and therefore that medicines which can 
equilibrate these at their source are true remedies. At this 
stage of disease it is mainly the motions of sensation which are 
disordered, hence the possibilities of almost instantaneous 
initiation of cure. When, however, the disordered motions 
are propagated to other molecular systems—to the varying 
orders of substances lower in grade than that of sensation, 
of necessity curative medicine must be competent to excite 
the appropriate motions in the same systems. And as in 
disease perverted function of organs and connections charac¬ 
teristically follows perverted sensation, and perverted structure 
follows both, the necessity of varying time for cure is easily 
understood. It must be remembered that in constitutional 
disease a veritable world of forces are in disorder, and 
that the many products of disease are all results of morbid 
motions. The human organism is constituted of twenty-one 
different systems of forces, arranged into three groups of seven 
each, inter-acting ad infinitum. Very naturally, then, are we 
often unable to obtain immediate manifestations of interference, 
or absorption of molecular motion, in “ definite diseases ” and 
established disorders generally, like what we are familiar with 
in relation to acute pain, &c. But even in chronic disease the 
remedial action of a simillimum may be practically instan¬ 
taneous, although the sensible therapeutic manifestation be 
long delayed. The compositions of molecular forces in the 
organism are incalculable. Instead of representing them by 
the simple combinations of molecular and atomic motion that 
may occur in a pool of water, as Dr. Licorish has done, there 
is reason to believe that they are more justly represented by 
the molecular and atomic motions of all the stars in the 
heavens. 

We know something of the time required to integrate the 
molecular motions of food into sensation, nerve, muscle, bone, 
Ac., and it is evident that the disintegration of the same sub¬ 
stances, or transformation of their motions, will (other things 
equal) require a corresponding time. It is quite clear that 
therapeutic manifestations must exemplify the same laws. A 
u definite disease ” derives its character from the composition 
of forces and periods of molecular and atomic motion con¬ 
stituting it. The time necessary for its cure will depend, 
generally, on the degree of interiorness of the remedy, and 
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the number of grades of molecular and atomic motion to be 
transformed. This is well illustrated in the respective times 
necessary for cure of the same kind of disease under different 
systems of treatment—say the ordinary “ allopathic,” the 
homeopathic, the magnetic, and the psychic methods. This 
is also the law of the sometimes startling cures from high 
potencies. I, of course, cannot now work out all this to 
a demonstration, and must content myself with pointing out 
what I believe to be truth. 

When Dr. Licorish says that in giving the similar remedy 
“ we evidently reinforce the disease,” and that, in his opinion, 
it is to this circumstance the energy of the infinitesimal remedy 
is due, he re-states old and familiar theories. Both Dudgeon 
and Wesselhoeft have promulgated the same beliefs. 

But when he asserts that less resistance of the organism to 
disease 14 means less disruption of the normal albuminoids,” 
it appears to me that he is manifestly in error. The inter¬ 
pretation hitherto put on the phenomena of health and disease 
is to the exactly opposite effect. And Dr. Licorish has said 
nothing to raise a doubt as to the justness of this interpreta¬ 
tion. The stability of health is in the ratio of the stability’ 
of equilibrium of the complex normal motions of the organism 
under adverse influences. Disease-inducing conditions are 
virtually nothing to the organism that remains positive to 
them—the organic resistance being too great. It is only when 
the adverse forces become positive to the organism that disease 
ensues; and the disorder proceeds as the resistance diminishes. 

(To be continued.) 


THE CURABILITY OF CANCER AND OTHER 
TUMOURS. 

By John H. Clarke, M.D., Consulting Physician to the London 
Homeopathic Hospital. 

(Continued from p. 258.) 

IV. The Distant Origin of Tumours of the Breast. 


Since my last article was written there has appeared 
in the Medical Journal a report of a paper by Dr. Beatson, 
of Glasgow, read at a meeting of the British Gynecological 
Society, with a discussion thereon which deserves very 
special attention. The best report appears in the Medical 
Press of March 24th and May 5th, and I propose to make 
lengthy extracts. The point brought out is one dealt 
with fully by Dr. Burnett in his well-known work on 
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Tumours of the Breast , and as Dr. Beatson’s paper forms 
such an eloquent commentary on Dr. Burnett’s words, I 
cannot do better than make a quotation from them here 
as a sort of text. 

“To begin with,” says Dr. Burnett (p. 160), “the 
tumours in the female breast are very rarely primary to 
the breasts, but are most commonly produced in the 
breasts much in the same way that the organ is enabled 
to perform its natural function of suckling the human 
offspring, i.e., the part is rendered physiologically active 
from the utero-ovarian sphere. Whether this view of the 
origin of mammary tumours has ever been promulgated 
before I do not know, in any case, I have it from my own 
observations in practical life. Usually there is some dis¬ 
ease or irritation in the lower part of the body, either 
arising primarily there or else expressed there holopathi- 
cally. . . . The one point I here insist upon is that mam¬ 
mary tumours do not usually arise from a cause existing 
primarily in the breasts themselves, but the cause is 
usually in some other more or less remote part of the 
organism, most frequently in the ovaries.” 

In quoting from Mr. Beatson’s paper it must be under¬ 
stood that it is in the clinical observations that the value 
of it lies, and not in the method of treatment he pursues. 
The removal of the ovaries for disease of the breast is in 
my opinion quite devoid of justification, even if there were 
no possibility of medicinal cure. And it will be noticed 
that it is only in cases pronounced to be “ inoperable,” so 
far as the breast is concerned, that the other operation is 
advocated. It is difficult to see how any one who realises 
that the origin of breast cancer is often in a remote and 
apparently undiseased organ can advocate the excision of 
the breast as a cure; but the straits to which old-school 
pathology and treatment are driven are sufficient to 
account for almost any inconsistencies. 

“ Discussion on Dr. Bbatson’s Method of Treatment of 
Inoperable Carcinoma. 

“ Mr. Armstrong (Buxton) said that he had been invited some time 
ago to make a communication to the Society on what he had seen in 
Glasgow of Dr. Beatson’s method of treating carcinoma, and being 
much impressed with the principles involved, he expressed his willing¬ 
ness to comply, and the more so, that he had been much struck by the 
candid and scientific attitude of Dr. Beatson himself with reference to 
the cases treated by this method, and the deductions to be made from 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



310 THE CURABILITY OF CANCER. [ Hom jSFy ia C 8OT 0rld * 


them. Before the meeting, the President and Council invited Dr. 
Beatson to come up to join in the discussion; and as they had the 
pleasure of Dr. Beatson’s presence this evening, he felt sure that he 
could not do better than to simply explain to the Fellows how it was 
that he came to be introducing the discussion, and to leave in the more 
capable hands of Dr. Beatson the task of explaining the principles of 
the treatment, and the results obtained by it up to the present time. 

“ Dr. Beatson (Glasgow) said that when he received from Dr. Arm¬ 
strong the invitation of the Council he at first hesitated, because he 
thought that it might seem as if he had something fresh to communi¬ 
cate; at the same time, he felt that after a paper such as he had 
written on the subject, he ought, if called upon, to appear to explain 
his method in further detail. In the first case to which Dr. Armstrong 
had referred, the mamma, axillary glands, and part of the pectoral 
muscle had been removed and found to be cancerous, three months 
later the disease again manifested itself, and the case was considered 
hopeless for operation. Thyroid was given to a physiological extent, 
but in vain. The tubes and ovaries were then removed, and the 
Thyroid again pushed. In little more than two months she was much 
improved ; in five months the malignant tissue had become yellow and 
fatty, and in six it had gone; now, at the end of twenty-one months, 
the tissues were sound and the woman was in good health. The value 
of the case to him was that it seemed to throw some light on the 
nature of carcinoma, and the only question was as to the right inter¬ 
pretation of the facts of the case.” 

This is the most important of Dr. Beatson’s observa¬ 
tions. It is followed by a lengthy disquisition on the 
nature of cancer, into which it is not necessary to go. I 
will, however, give the conclusion of his remarks on this 
head, together with the remainder of his paper detailing 
his further experience, with the discussion. The other 
cases will be found to be not of an encouraging nature; 
though they showed a connection between ovary and dis¬ 
eased gland. In the discussion other points came out, 
notably some experience with the new erysipelas toxin— 
also the reverse of encouraging. 

“ A third explanation was based on Goodsir’s paper on nutritive 
centres. Goodsir held that every organ had a nutritive centre in the 
shape of a few cells, which normally disappear after they have done 
their work, and which, if they persist, may give rise to new growths. 
The whole paper was very suggestive. He (Dr. Beatson) had ventured 
to put forward another theory, that the explanation was to be found 
in the supposition that the cancer growth was due to a return to 
activity of the germinal epithelium. In all cells there was a certain 
reproductive power, which became lessened by the specialisation of 
the cells ; but after this specialisation subsided, the reproductive 
activity might re-awaken, though they did not know what was the 

E otentiality of the cells, with regard to their reproductive power. It 
ad seemed to him possible that in the case of the breast actual 
germinal cells might be present, derived from the ovary. But in any' 


Digitized by 


Google 



BomeopathicWori^] THE CURABILITY OF CANCER. 311 

case the influence of ovaries and testes on local cell-activity was well 
known, as illustrated by the growth of the antlers of the stag. 

“ What, then, was the explanation of the cases to which Dr. Arm¬ 
strong had referred ? Two suppositions were possible: (1) That it 
was possible to influence the proliferation of the cancer-cells; (2) that 
it was possible to influence the tissues in which they lived. If cancer 
started horn a single cell, probably it would not be possible after a 
time to influence the growth itself. If, on the other hand, the change 
was one from normal to abnormal epithelium, it would be susceptible 
of greater influence, by acting on the surrounding tissues. The treat¬ 
ment of osteomalacia by removal of the ovaries showed that such an 
influence could be brought to bear; and so also in dealing with cancer, 
the removal of ovaries or testes might exercise a marked influence on 
the growth. Further, he believed that in thyroid extract they had an 
important auxilliary substance. The nature of its action was not 
known, beyond this, that it appeared to modify the lymphatic elements 
and channels ; and it was through these channels that the spread of 
cancer occurred. The action of thyroid extracts on lymph channels 
and spaces was seen in the case of myxedema and lupus. He believed, 
therefore, that by the removal of the ovaries and by the administra¬ 
tion of thyroid extract it was possible to considerably modify the 
cancer process. In the cases quoted it was evident that the cancer 
first lost its vascularity, then became fatty, and finally disappeared, 
whilst the tissues reverted to the condition of a healthy scar. Since 
the first series of cases, he had treated other cases in the same way, 
including five breast cancers, but in not one of the latter had there been 
success. In the first the right breast had been removed; her condi¬ 
tion was very unfavourable, but he first gave the thyroid extract, then 
removed the ovaries. For a month there was improvement, especially 
in the direction of freer movement, and diminished pain. Then she 
became worse, and died of secondary deposits in the liver. In the 
second case, the left breast had been removed, there was recurrence. 
The same treatment was adopted as in the previous case, and for five 
months she was better, after which the course was as in the first case. 
The other three cases were somewhat similar, so that he was forced to 
the conclusion that after the growth had reached a certain point the 
treatment was useless. Then he tried it in cases of uterine cancer. 
There was certainly less hemorrhage and destruction of tissues after¬ 
wards; but one died of surgical kidney, one of involvement of the 
ureters, and two others, though still alive, were not much better. His 
observations were all in favour of early and wide removal of cancer, 
but the results of such early removal supported his theory. After 
removal, if recurrence took place, the removal of the ovaries and tubes 
might be tried if the patient were young; if near the menopause he 
should try the thyroid treatment and remove the ovaries, but if 
secondary deposits had occurred he thought further treatment useless. 
He had brought these cases forward not to boast of them, but to see 
if any light could be thrown on the subject, for he had kept an open 
mind in the matter. 

“ The President said that the Society was much indebted to Dr. 
Beatson for his-lucid and honest exposition of his views. Such work 
was valuable, even if the results were not entirely encouraging. They 
were all agreed that early and wide removal of cancer was the proper 
treatment, and he was glad to hear that Dr. Beatson thought so too. 
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Dr. Beat son’s remarks were well worth thinking over, and it might 
certainly be worth while in some cases to adopt the treatment. He 
would ask Mr. Marmaduke Sheild to give them his views, with special 
reference to the value of Coley’s fluid. 

“ Mr. Mabmadukb Sheild observed that he was not aware before he 
came that the discussion was to include the consideration of the nature 
and origin of cancer. On this point they were still in absolute 
ignorance. A discussion took place at the Pathological Society, 
twenty years ago, on this subject, and though it was characterised Joy 
exceptional eloquence, it imparted very little exact knowledge. He 
endorsed the President’s remarks in thanking Dr. Beatson for his 
honesty in bringing forward his failures as well as his successes, and 
his observations were highly suggestive. As regards the spread of 
cancer from a focus, they still did not know how soon constitutional 
infection took place; for instance, in cancer of the breast, an extensive 
operation might be undertaken, while secondary deposits had already 
occurred. This was a blot, if there were one, in Halstead’s results; 
his cases were not free from mestastatic deposits, and very little that 
they could do would enable them to foresee this complication. He 
was sorry that Dr. Beatson had both given thyroid, and removed the 
ovaries, for it was, in consequence, difficult to gauge the effect of 
either measure. As regards thyroid extract, he had seen a good 
deal of its use in diseases of the skin ; its action was to cause much 
depression of the circulation and of the vital powers, and he had 
known patients to be much depressed in consequence. The checking 
of the circulation might have had some effect on the cancer growth. 
As regards the removal of the ovaries, it was to be noted that cancer 
generally occurred at or about the menopause, when the ovaries ceased 
to be active ; but it seemed to him that it might be logical to remove 
the ovaries in the case of younger women, especially because cancer 
growth was always much more rapid in such cases, and any treat¬ 
ment that offered a chance of checking this rapidity might very 
properly be tried, but such operations should only be undertaken after 
grave consideration. They were only too likely to be abused. In 
this connection it was a very remarkable fact that in the case of the 
male, removal of the testes was sometimes followed by hypertrophy 
of the breasts; this was an instance of how little they knew of the 
conditions of growths. It was a well-known plan of cancer-curers to 
treat by means of a milk diet, and to depress the system by free 
purgation; by this means retrogression of the growth could some¬ 
times be secured. An illness sometimes had the same effect, and he 
had seen several instances. Thus he had a case in which secondary 
nodules were present; the patient became ill with pulmonary conges¬ 
tion running on to pneumonia. She took very little food, and when 
she recovered from her lung troubles, the nodules had all disappeared; 
but within three months the growth returned, and she diea. The 
natural vagaries of the disease were very peculiar, a fact which they 
only could appreciate who had seen a good deal of carcinoma, and 
this made it difficult to trace the effect of any particular drug. This 
led him to make a few remarks about Coley's fluid. His experience 
had not been very large, but he had read other people’s cases. He 
had used it himself only in four cases—two of carcinoma and two of 
sarcoma. Coley’s fluid was a preparation derived from a cultivation 
of streptococci and bacillus prodigiosus; the cultivation was filtered 
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and treated so as to give a sterile fluid. The idea was derived from 
an observation of Fehleisen, that certain growths disappeared under 
an attack of erysipelas. His observation had been confirmed by 
others. But, on the other hand, the reverse might occur, and he had 
himself known two cases at St. George’s Hospital, where erysipelas 
attacked an ulcerating carcinoma of the breast, with a fatal result, 
and this was a point to be borne in mind. His four cases with Coley’s 
fluid were as follows: 1. Recurrent carcinoma of the breast: he in¬ 
jected with three minims of Coley’s fluid on six occasions; but it made 
the patient very ill, and she would not go on with the treatment. 2. 
A tumour of the breast, with the clinical characters of scirrhus. She 
would allow of no operation ; electricity had been tried. He injected 
her four times, but it made her very ill, and she would have no more. 
3. Sarcoma of the thigh. The growth increased and broke down, 
and masses soon appeared in the abdomen. 4. Also a case of 
sarcoma. The nodules disappeared under the injections, but 
apparently from necrosis; they were not absorbed. The patient 
died of pyemia, and general deposits were found in the body, the 
organism being the staphylococcus; therefore, the patient was 
probably destroyed by the necrosis of the tissues. Butlin had found 
it of limited use in sarcoma, but useless for carcinoma. In saying 
this, he did not wish to cast aspersions on Coley’s treatment; for in 
such desperate cases any rational remedy ought to be tried. Coley 
himself, in his last letter, said he limited its use to spindle-celled 
sarcomata. This remarkable form of sarcoma was very apt to 
retrogress, especially when it became inflamed, and Coley’s fluid 
might act here by setting up inflammation, and he believed that a 
similar effect might follow the injection of tuberculin, or any similar 
substance. For his part, he thought that Coley’s fluid might prove 
of value in some cases of sarcoma; but he did not think it would be 
of any service in carcinoma. In conclusion, he would express the hope 
that if Dr. Beatson had any further opportunities of testing his method, 
he would try the two plans separately .”—Medical Press, March 24th. 

At this point the discussion was adjourned. It was 
resumed at the next meeting of the Society, and we now 
give the remainder, taken from the Medical Press of 
May 5th. 

“Dr. Bantock said that the addresses at the previous meeting, 
from Dr. Beatson and Mr. Marmaduke Sheild, were two of the most 
interesting he had heard. The subject also was one of the greatest 
interest, and any light that could be thrown upon it was welcome. 
He would not enter upon the speculative questions as to the origin 
of cancer cells and their relation to surrounding tissues; he had 
seen no evidence to justify the idea that anything definite had 
been arrived at on those points. But coming to the question of 
treatment, they were on firmer ground. And here, in the first 

S lace, he congratulated the Society on a speech showing the can- 
our and honesty evidenced by Dr. Beatson’s remarks. He felt he 
must take Mr. Sheild’s view that it was a pity that in the first 
remarkable case both methods were used together. The case had 
a great interest for him, and he had since been on the look-out 
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for evidence to support it; but all his experience was against the 
hope that there was anything in it. Soon after Dr. Beatson’s first 
paper was published, a lady came to him and asked him to remove 
her appendages, because she had cancer of the uterus; but he thought 
it was hopeless, and so could only tell her that he could not promise 
her a cure; after which he heard no more of the case. His reason 
for the line he took was that he had seen a case in which the ovaries 
had been removed for fibroids; afterwards she got cancer, and died; 
and he had seen other similar cases. Still, there was Dr. Beatson’s. 
case to be taken into account, so that he had to keep an open mind. 
He gathered that Dr. Beatson had not met with another case which 
supported the plan of treatment; but he thought he was right to 
pursue his inquiries if a patient were willing to try the plan, because 
at present they knew of no cure at all. 

“ Mr. Bowreman Jessett said he was sure that they had all listened 
with much interest and profit to the very able paper read at the last 
meeting by Dr. Beatson on the treatment of inoperable cases of 
carcinoma. His observations were not altogether new to them, as he 
had read a paper upon the same subject at the Edinburgh Medical 
and Chirurgical Society in May of last year. The subject, however, 
opened up a very wide field ana really to a great extent involved the 
nature and etiology of cancer, but if one once entered upon this point 
he was afraid it would not require only one evening to discuss the 
subject but many evenings would have to be devoted to it. Dr. 
Beatson’s remarks, however, led him to discuss shortly whether they 
were to look upon cancer as a local or constitutional disease. Was it 
hereditary, or did it come from purely local causes, such as constant 
irritation, blows ? &c. Now this question was somewhat thrashed out 
by the British Medical Association some few years ago in the investi¬ 
gation as to the origin of cancer, instituted by that Association, the 
outcome of which was rather to lend countenance to the hereditary 
theory, and this brought them, he thought, somewhat nearer the 
truth, for there was no doubt that many persons suffering from cancer 
had a family history of the disease, and this often in a very marked 
manner; thus, a lady, with cancer of breast, consulted him some 
time since who had had a father, a brother, and two sisters die from 
cancer. In another case a man came to him with epithelioma of the 
tongue. His father died of cancer of the penis ; his uncle of cancer 
of the tongue; his brother had cancer of the tongue, and one 
sister had cancer of the breast; and he could record others nearly as 
striking. On the other hand, by far the larger number of patients 
that consult one, suffering from cancer, have no family history. 
From these premises he personally thought that persons who had a 
family history were more prone to the disease than those who had no 
such history: that is, if a young person with parents who had had 
cancer, had a kick in the shin, a blow on the breast, or some constant 
local irritation, he or she would be much more likely to develop some 
form of malignant disease, than if they had not cancerous history. 
On the other hand, he did not consider that because a person had 
cancer his progeny were of necessity bound to have it also; he con¬ 
sidered it a purely local affection manifesting itself in a person possibly 
predisposed to the disease. Now, he could not help thinking that Dr. 
Beatson had somewhat the same views as these when he thought of 
the idea of cancer being possibly under the control, so to speak, of 
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the generative organs, more especially the breast, as it was conceiv¬ 
able that the periodic irritation and congestion of the mammary 
gland, in a person predisposed to malignant disease, might be a cause 
of proliferation of the glandular epithelium and cancer, and he 
gathered that Dr. Beatson's theory was that by anticipating the 
menopause by removal of the ovaries, a rapidly-growing carcinoma 
might be converted into an atrophic scirrhus of old age, if not cured. 
In the cases treated by Dr. Beatson, it was noticeable that they were 
all taking large doses of thyroid extract, and for experimental research, 
it would seem a pity that this should have been the case, as it was 
difficult to differentiate the amount of credit which was due to the 
drug, or to the removal of the appendages. But he would like to point 
out that it might be a very dangerous doctrine to promulgate that 
removal of the ovaries, Ac., was a cure for cancer, unless it could be 
proved absolutely that this was the case, or that the removal of these 
organs had a direct influence per se upon the growth and extension 
of the disease. For it must not be lost sight of, that if castration 
could cause an influence for good in inoperable cases of cancer, it 
would be argued by some that much more then must the operation 
be beneficial when the disease had not extended so far. They were all 
agreed that cancer always presented itself in a much more virulent 
form in the young than in those who had passed the menopause. 
The disease was much more likely to recur after operation, and the 
prognosis was necessarily much worse. All surgeons were also agreed 
that, with their present knowledge, early and very free removal of the 
disease and structures around it was the treatment which held out the 
best chances of cure. But in operating, they were unable to say that 
the disease would not return, or how long the patient would be free 
from recurrence. He had operated on the very worst and most 
unfavourable cases when they might reasonably expect an early 
recurrence, and the patient had kept well for years; one very re¬ 
markable case occurred to him of a lady, about 60 , with a scirrhus 
of the left breast. The whole gland was implicated and the skin 
^und it, the gland was firmly fixed to the pectoral muscle, and 
everything looked as unfavourable as possible, and it was only on 
account of the severe pain that he operated, holding out no hope of a 
permanent cure; yet that patient now, twelve years after the operation, 
was quite free from recurrence ; on the other hand, a young, healthv- 
looldng actress, ®t. 82 , consulted him for a small lump in her breast 
^hich he diagnosed as scirrhus. He amputated her breast very 
fr^ly, and cleared the axilla. She made a rapid recovery. In three 
months there was a recurrence in the scar; he again removed this 
Jmelv, successfully, but recurrence again took place. Then she placed 
herself under another treatment, with no benefit, and she returned to 
uim, and died within a year of the first operation. Dr. Beatson’s paper 
mteed the question—would the removal of the tube and ovaries have 
done this poor girl good ? On the whole, it appeared to him that 
w hile castration might have the effect of averting the development 
carcinomatous growths in certain glands, which might have some 
mternal connection with the testes and ovaries, yet, he considered, 
with the very guarded and limited evidence before them, which Dr. 
Beatson had so fairly put before the Society, that it would be a very 
dangerous theory to promulgate, as, in the hands of charlatans, it 
might lead to disastrous consequences. 
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“ Dr. Herbert Snow, referring to Coley’s fluid, said that the treat¬ 
ment by inoculation came from the States about twenty years ago, 
and then died out; after which Coley reintroduced it. He judiciously 
limited it to “ sarcoma,” which was a vague term, covering a multi¬ 
tude of sins and many errors. It was an old tradition that erysipelas 
could cure cancer, but a false one. At one time they had a good deal 
of erysipelas in the Cancer Hospital, but no case of cancer or of 
sarcoma ever showed the least benefit; and probably the cases 
recorded were not cancer, but syphiloma, Ac. Therefore, until they 
had very valid evidence that erysipelas had done good, they had no 
right to dabble in toxins. Cancer of the breast always began, as far 
&9 he knew, in a single focus, as Hr. Beatson had said. Dr. Beatson 
had gone on to speak of its diffusion, but he omitted to mention its 
extension by regurgitation from the lymph channels into the marrow 
of the bones, where it might remain for some time. He spoke of the 
mystery of the origin of cancer of the breast, but he (Dr. Snow') did 
not think that there was any special mystery about it, for it alw ays 
took a definite course. The breast and uterus were both rich in cells 
which underwent a monthly change, the uterine changes were plain 
to view, but those in the breast were as definite, and the relation of 
both sets of changes to the nervous system was shown by the con¬ 
current emotional disturbances. Therefore, they always found that 
before cancer of the breast or uterus declared itself the patient had 
suffered from depression and low nervous vitality, with wakefulness 
at night. So constant had he found this association that he now 
inquired for it in every case. 

” Mr. Stanley Boyd said that the speakers so far had taken the 
theoretical point of view, and he wished to say a few words from 
a practical standpoint. He saw Dr. Beatson’s paper last year; 
influenced by that, he took away the ovaries from a patient from 
whom he had removed a cancerous breast. She was 44. He removed 
a tumour from the left breast in 1892; and the whole breast in 1898. 
There was recurrence in the scar in 1894. In May, 1896, she came 
to him to see if nothing could be done; a few days before she had 
had a swelling above the scar, and a cough. The general health and 
the breathing were good. Examination of the chest and abdomen 
showed no visceral disease. Locally, she had a mass in the pectoralis 
major, and enlarged axillary glands, with subcutaneous induration 
about the scar ; and just before the operation she had a nodule 
adherent to the chest wall of the left side, on a level with the cartilages. 
He began by removing this; there was a track of induration from it. 
which he followed, removing the cartilages of the third and fourth 
ribs; in the anterior mediastinum there was a gland; and at this 
stage he stopped. Then she heard of Beatson’s paper, and asked 
him about it; the first case seemed to be a complete cure; the 
second, an alcoholic, seemed not to have improved. He heard 
nothing more for some time, then at a meeting in November, 1896, 
Mr. Gould reported a case he had had of undoubted cancer at the 
Middlesex Hospital; without any special treatment she recovered 
completely. He inquired about her menstrual history, and found 
that her menopause nad occurred at about the time she was at her 
worst, and was overlooked. At the same meeting Mr. Bowlby told 
him of a case in which he had removed the ovaries from a patient 
who had a growth in the axilla after removal of the breast. She did 
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very well for a time, and he had not heard about her since. So he 
told all this to his patient's husband, and he saw her again in 
December. There was then great infiltration at the site of the last 
operation, and glands along the pectoralis minor. He could find 
no evidence of visceral disease ; menstruation was regular. On 
December 22nd, he performed oophorectomy ; both ovaries were 
large. On December 27th there was marked diminution of the 
fulness; in two weeks the infiltration over the heart was much less. 
On February 22nd it had disappeared, and the heart could be felt 
beating plainly at that spot, ana five out of the six nodules had also 
gone. Case 2. This was more recent. The patient, jet. 87, was sent 
to him by Dr. Saunders, in March, 1896. She had a mammary 
tumour, first observed two months previously, and attributed to a 
blow. There were a few axillary 7 glands involved. He removed the 
whole growth and part of the pectoral muscle. There were secondary 
nodules all over the pectoral muscle and in the axilla. In February, 
1897, he saw her again, when she had many nodules in the skin and 
subcutaneous tissue, and involving the costal cartilages ; other nodules 
were in the axilla. She was very thin and pale. On February 21st 
he performed oophorectomy. In a week the vascularity of the nodules 
was markedly less, in two weeks the nodules themselves were smaller. 
Since then the patient had gained flesh and got a better colour, though, 
of course, this might be due to increased hope, and to the rest in bed 
and feeding up. Case 8. The patient was sent to him by Mrs. Boyd. 
She was aged 86, and had suffered from pain and hemorrhage for two 
years, due to malignant disease of the uterus. It was an extreme 
case, and she had a vesico-vaginal fistula, both vagina and peritoneum 
being involved. Oophorectomy was done on January 15th. A week 
later the vagina was softer. At the beginning of March she was very 
ill and weak, and it was thought that she was dying. On April 7th 
the house-surgeon saw her and found her much better. Mrs. Boyd 
had seen her that day; she was much better, and was up and about, 
doing her work, although the local condition was worse ; but the 
general condition had much improved. As far as the evidence went, 
six cases of cancer of the uterus had now been reported, treated by 
this method, and in not one had any local advantage been derived. 
From this it would appear that cancer was not an entity, but that 
there were several kinds, or that oophorectomy had more effect on 
some tissues than on others. The effect on muscle seemed to be less 
than on skin, connective tissue, and lymphatics. As regards the con¬ 
dition of viscera, Dr. Beatson had stated that he found no improve¬ 
ment; yet there were the two cases of Gould and Bowlby on the other 
side, so that they should not too readily decide that visceral disease 
did not allow of the treatment. What they had to do was to see 
what led to recession of the cancer growth and try to imitate the 
process. Oophorectomy might be one of these influences. As regards 
the influence of age, all his patients were women stiff menstruating, 
so that he could say nothing as to operating after the menopause, but 
he should deprecate limiting the operation to the case of laotating 
women. 

“Dr. Beatson, in reply, thanked the Society for the kind and 
attentive hearing which they had given him. Briefly, his remarks 
at the last meeting were on two points : 1. The nature and origin of 
cancer. 2. The question of treatment. On the first point his remarks 
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were necessarily speculative; on the second they were practical, and 
based on actual cases. In the first case he reported there was no 
doubt that the disease was cancer. He had said that he had not seen 
such good results in the other cases; but in all these local changes 
were seen, which, if the cases had been more favourable, might have 
led to improvement. He was not prepared to say whether the removal 
of the ovaries influenced the cell proliferation or their nutrition; he 
thought Mr. Boyd's explanation was correct, that the tissues were 
affected thereby, in much the same way as was seen in cases of 
osteomalacia. He was not wedded to the ovarian or testicular 
explanation of cancer; but he had felt that they had to do with an 
activity of the germinal cells, and in deciduoma malignum he thought 
that he found a support for his suggestion. He was now confining 
his attention to two points: 1. The cancer bodies in relation to the 
maturation of ova. 2. The question whether it was possible to 
influence cancer growth by the inoculation of germinal epithelium. 
These cases were a reproach to medicine ; and he felt that if he had 
been able to attract attention to them, good would have been done; 
because it would be established whether they had to deal with a 
parasitic disease, or with a disease of the tissues. And so he was 
glad that there were so many now working at it. In conclusion, he 
thought it would be found that there was a good deal of variation 
in the individual susceptibility to the beneficial effects of his treat¬ 
ment." 


SOCIETY’S MEETING. 


BRITISH HOMEOPATHIC SOCIETY. 

The ninth meeting of the session was held at the London 
Homeopathic Hospital, Great Ormond Street, W.C., on 
Thursday, June 3, 1897, at a quarter to eight, Dr. Madden, 
the president, occupying the chair. 

The secretary of the section of Materia Medica and Thera¬ 
peutics presented a communication from Dr. Bojanus, of 
Samara, Russia, a corresponding member of the Society, 
entitled “ Lathyrism : a Contribution to pure Materia Medica." 

Dr. C. E. Wheeler then read a good, practical paper on 
4 ‘ Tubercular Meningitis in Children, and its Treatment," in 
which he first mentioned the importance of distinguishing a 
non-tubercular form of meningitis which is often mistaken for 
the tubercular form, and is characterised by the early 
appearance of head retraction and the prolonged stupor 
stage. The possibility of recovery from the true tubercular 
form, however, is proved by finding evidence of its previous 
existence in patients dying from other causes years afterwards, 
as has been done. He mentioned two cases, one which was 
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distinctly palliated by homeopathic treatment though it ended 
fatally; and the other had been distinctly relieved and was still 
under treatment. In discussing the homeopathic treatment he 
mentioned Iodoform and Zinc Met . as especially hopeful 
remedies and alluded also to Tuberculinum , Belladonna , Bryonia , 
Hellebore and Apis, He also discussed the surgical treatment. 
A very profitable discussion ensued, in the course of which Dr. 
Madden recommended the use of only the higher dilutions, 
especially of Calc. Carb. He had seen cases presenting the 
appearances of tubercular meningitis recover under this drug. 
Dr. Dyce Brown also added his testimony in favour of Calc . 
Carb. 30, and said he had cured cases of this disease with it. 
Dr. Hughes said he never cured a case till he tried Calc. Carb. 
30 on Jahr’s recommendation, and that case recovered, and he 
has not lost a case since. He also mentioned a report of seven 
cases by Dr. Arnulphy in Belgian Homeopathic Journal in 
which Sulph. was the chief remedy. Dr. C. Wolston said 
he had found Zincum 6 most useful, and recommended the hot 
pack as an excellent palliative adjuvant, but he had not seen a 
cure. Dr. Neatby mentioned a case of recovery under Iodo¬ 
form 3x, and a case where Oxalic Acid promptly relieved 
symptoms of meningitis. Mr. D. Wright, Mr. Shaw, and 
Drs. Jagielski, Lambert, and Blackley also took part in the dis¬ 
cussion, and Dr. Wheeler then replied. 

Dr. Edwin A. Neatby then read his paper, postponed from 
last meeting, a valuable communication, entitled “ Notes of 
some recent cases of Carcinoma Uteri,” of which the following 
is a summary: 1. Cancer of junction of body and cervix. 
Removal by vaginal hysterectomy. Recovery. Specimen and 
drawing of same. 2. Cancer of body of uterus. Removal by 
pan-hysterectomy. Death. Specimen of same. 3. Epithelioma 
of cervix uteri. Removal by vaginal hysterectomy. Specimen 
of same. 

Very little discussion followed, in the course of which Dr. 
Burford expressed his opinion that in the diagnosis of these 
cases clinical indications are of more value than pathological 
examination. 


Kali Phosphoricum and Eutocia. —Where this remedy has been 
given steadily for several weeks before labour, confinement becomes in 
many cases a much less painful procedure. It is recommended either 
in the third or sixth, a small dose daily. As an excitant of labour 
pains it is also well spoken of. Dr. Holbrook says that when labour 
pains are weak and irregular nothing acts more efficaciously than Kali 
phosphoricum.— Med. Argus. 
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INSTITUTION. 


LONDON HOMEOPATHIC HOSPITAL. 

COMMEMORATION BANQUET. 

The Viscount Emlyn (treasurer) presided over a banquet at the 
Hotel Cecil, on May 26th, to commemorate the “ Diamond Jubilee,” 
by completing the building fund of the London Homeopathic Hospital. 
There were also present: Mr. and Mrs. A. Ridley Bax, Mr. and Mrs. 
Beecroft, Dr. and Mrs. Bennett, Dr. Galley Blackley, Dr. T. W. Blake, 
Dr. Victor Blake, Mr. Josiah Booth, Mr. and Mrs. A. Boulton, 
Mr. Sydney Brooks, Colonel and Mrs. Clifton Brown, Mr. E. Clifton 
Brown, Miss Clifton Brown, Dr. Dyce Brown, Dr. Burford, Dr. and 
Mrs. Burwood, Mr. J. 0. Butcher, Mr. Watson Caldicott, Mr. and Mrs. 
Callard, Mr. Alan E. Chambre, Miss Belle Clancy, Dr. George 
Clifton, Madame Belle Cole, Mr. Stanley Cooper, Miss Couch, Rev. 
and Mrs. Dacre Craven, Mr. and Mrs. G. A. Cross, Mr. and Mrs. W. 
M. Cross, Mr. Sydney Cross, Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Cross, Mr. 
W. S. Cuff, Captain Cundy, Captain and Miss Davies, Dr. and Mrs. 
Roberson Day, Mrs. Drew, Dr. and Mrs. Dudgeon, Dr. W. Epps, 
Mr. Sydney Gedge, M.P., Mrs. Gedge, Dr. and Mrs. S. Gilbert, 
Mr. and Mrs. Gillespie, Dr. Goldsbrough, Signor Guetary, Dr. E. A. 
Hall, Mr. H. Harris, Mr. R. Harris, Mrs. Hughes, Miss Hunt, Miss 
Edith Hunt, General Hutchinson, Mr. and Mrs. A. M. Jay, Mr. and 
Mrs. Johnstone, Mr. and Mrs. C. Kelly, Miss Kennedy, Dr. and Mrs. 
Kennedy, Mr. H. J. Kluht, Mr. and Mrs. Lambert, Mr. E. H. Laurie, 
Miss Laurie, Miss Lea, Mr. and Mrs. C. Layton, Miss Lewis, Dr. 
MacNish, Mr. H. Manfield, Dr. Marsh, Mr. F. J. Mirrielees, Dr. 
Byres Moir, Mr. James Moir, Dr. Edwin A. Neatby, Mr. and Mrs. 
Patrick Ness, Dr. and Mrs. Newbery, Dr. W. T. Ord, Mrs. Robert 
Orr, Mr. R. A. Owthwaite, Mr. and Mrs. W. Pite, Mr. and Mrs. 
Pollendine, Dr. Powell, Dr. Cash Reed, Mr. and Mrs. E. Roche, Mr. 
Raphael Roche, Mr. and Mrs. A. Rosher, Dr. Ross, Dr. and Mrs. Leo 
Rowse, Dr. and Mrs. Sanders, Dr. Shackleton, Miss E. Shackleton, 
Mr. Knox Shaw, Miss Maud Shaw, Miss Grace Simon, Mr. and Mrs. 
G. Smith, Mr. J. P. Stilwell. Miss Alice Stilwell, Mr. L. M. Stocken, 
Mr. and Mrs. Stretton, Mr. E. H. Thirlby, General Thomson, Mr. A. 
Watkins, Dr. and Mrs. Wheeler, Mr. and Mrs. M. H. Wilkin, Mr. 
William Williams, Mr. A. Williams, Miss Williams, Mrs. Willis, Mr. 
and Mrs. Dudley Wright. 

Lord Emlyn, in proposing the toast of “ The Queen,” said: Ladies 
and Gentlemen,—My first duty is of course to submit to you a toast 
always received with acclamation by every kind of people who claim 
to be British citizens. But this year more than before in thinking of 
that great celebration—the celebration of the sixtieth anniversary of 
her glorious reign—we look back through those long years and see 
from year to year and from day to day that her Majesty has gained 
a hold on the people which no sovereign of England has ever done 
before. We look back on those years, some of sorrow and some of 
happiness, and we all wish her every blessing, and tender to her our 
loyal thanks, our gratitude, and our love for the good work she has 
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done for the people committed to her charge. I ask., you also, to 
drink to the health of the Royal Family. We knofo^he good work 
they are doing. They have guided the stream of nAttpna^ chatty in 
the channels that carry most good to the desecVinaf poor.' Her 
Majesty, we know, expressed the desire that her Diamond Jubilee 
should benefit those who need it most. She did not wish to circum¬ 
scribe or direct the course of the celebration, but with true 1 womanly 
sympathy she expressed the wish that in whatever way was thought 
to be the best the suffering poor should be relieved, and then with 
unerring judgment the Prince of Wales initiate the great fund which 
bears his name. Then we have the Princess of Wales following up in 
the same line and expressing the wish that the poorest and weakest 
should not be forgotten in this year, and that our celebration shall 
also be extended so that it shall also be a celebration for them. It 
was a truly womanly suggestion, and one that appealed to us all. 
We couple together the whole of the Royal Family and we cannot 
forget our own patron. We know well what the Duchess of Teck has 
done in the past. Many of us have been personally cognisant of the 
services she has rendered. We have watched with distress the course 
of the illness which has recently affected her, and it has been our 
happiness to see her gain in health and strength. Now, to-night we 
are celebrating our Queen’s Jubilee and trying to pay our debts. I 
am not at all ashamed of trying to pay the Hospital’s debts, and I 
hope to-night we shall rise feeling we have made a very big step 
forward in that direction. Our Queen has given us advice to help the 
poor, and the best way we can do this—we who believe that homeo¬ 
pathy is of enormous value—is to clear off the debts of the Hospital 
and put it on a sound financial basis. I think we, as homeopathists, 
shall have done the best thing in our power to carry out what our 
Queen has asked us to do in this Jubilee year. After this toast has 
been honoured we will have the pleasure of hearing rendered an ode 
which has been written for the occasion, the music of which has been 
composed by Mr. Josiah Booth. We are very grateful to the artistes 
who are helping us to-night, but we feel that we are singularly for¬ 
tunate in another respect. It is not every hospital which, in addition 
to a medical staff and surgical staff and a staff of nurses, possesses a 
poet as well in the person of its secretary- superintendent. But so it 
is with us, and yoit will see for yourselves how doubly fortunate we 
are. And now, ladies and gentlemen, I ask you to drink the health 
of our Sovereign and the Royal Family. 

The toast was drunk with great enthusiasm, after which Madame 
Belle Cole sang the ode to which Lord Emlyn had referred, and 
which had been specially composed for the occasion by Mr. G. A. 
Cross, the secretary-superintendent. Madame Belle Cole was in 
splendid voice, and the words and music were alike rendered with 
all the expression of a great artist. 

Lord Emlyn then moved the toast of “ Prosperity to the London 
Homeopathic Hospital.” He said: “Ladies and gentlemen,—In 
moving this toast I am bound to say that I am very glad indeed to 
propose the toast, and to be able to say that I think the Hospital is 
prospering well. If you ask me to give some reasons for saying this, 
I shall have to trouble you with many. Some of you know them all, 
but many of you don’t know the reasons. First of all I must ask you 
to bear with me while I tell vou what we are doing. In 1896 we had 
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1,031 in-patients, and during the ten years before that the yearly 
average of in-patients was 634. Therefore we are doing a great work 
with regard to in-patients. Now with regard to out-patients. The 
average for ten years before 1896 was 8,000; in 1896 the number 
was 14,500. Therefore the work we are doing amongst in and out¬ 
patients shows we are doing good and useful work. I think those 
of you who have gone over the Hospital, as well as those who are 
our most earnest supporters, will alike bear testimony to this, that so 
far as our wards are concerned, they compare very favourably with 
those of any hospital in London, not only in regard to being up to 
date, but in regard to their homelike, cheerful, and bright appearance. 
I will ask you to go into the children’s ward and see what a beautiful 
appearance it presents, and how cheerful and bright everything is; 
and the same thing will be found throughout the Hospital. With 
regard to the nurses, I think we may properly lay claim to being 
second to none. They are most carefully and efficiently trained, 
and those who have completed their training in the Homeopathic 
Hospital are fit to be compared with those who come from any 
hospital in England. Now, unfortunately, I am the treasurer of 
the Hospital, and some very earnest ladies who are such excellent 
supporters of our institution are most careful in cross-examining 
me as to what we are doing in the regions of finance; and when 
you are cross-examined by ladies in this respect you have to be 
uncommonly careful. One of the largest hospitals in London is 
costing for maintenance £82 per bed. Now you know that the 
higher the number of beds the less costly it is to work them—that 
is, you can exercise more economy when your are providing for 
several hundred beds than you can in providing for one hundred. 
Well, in spite of this fact that one of the largest hospitals is costing 
£82 per bed, our Hospital, with just one hundred beds, costs only £78. 
Therefore, ladies and gentlemen, you can see that we are not ex¬ 
travagant. But, on the other hand, we have a medical staff who are 
most exacting in their requirements. They must have everything 
absolutely up to date. It is the same in other hospitals—the 
medical staff generally have their way, and so it is with us, and 
in the Homeopathic Hospital you have an institution which is 
thoroughly up to date, and I beg therefore to congratulate you in 
this respect. Some little time ago I had to ask that a special 
general meeting should be called to consider the financial aspect of 
the Hospital, and we had then to face a debt of .£6,000 on the 
building fund. Our secretary-superintendent is a man of a most 
hopeful disposition, and his prophecies have a fortunate way of 
coming true, and he assured me some time ago that he was going 
to wipe out this debt. Well, when we had our special meeting we 
had a debt of £6,000, and we had to make arrangements to borrow 
the sum unless we could persuade our friends to free us from that 
necessity and clear us. One gentleman, who has already given us 
£2,000, told us that when we had got all but £500 he would give us 
funds to make up the last £500. To-night we want to see all but 
that £500. My hope is that this evening when w r e leave this room 
we shall leave our Hospital absolutely clear of debt. What has been 
done in the way of financial assistance to the Hospital has been done 
to an enormous extent not by those who have a scanty knowledge of 
the working of the Hospital, but by those who are often there, and 
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who know the work, the difficulties and the value of the work that is 
done. I think that is one of the most satisfactory things we have 
had to deal with in connection with the Hospital. I should like to 
express on behalf of all connected with the Hospital our heartfelt 
gratitude to all those who have helped us during the last five years. 
When it was broken to me that I was to preside to-night, I was 
wondering whether I should be here in the position of a Chancellor 
of the Exchequer with a large deficit or a large surplus in hand. 
Well, to-night I feel in the position of a Chancellor who has had a 
successful year, or the chairman of a large commercial undertaking 
who has not to make a speech but simply to declare a dividend. 
Now, there is another side to all this which I am not going to avoid. 
In addition to our building fund and the debt we have also had to 
face, and we discussed it at our special meeting, we have had to face 
the fact that for some years our expenditure would be greater than 
our income. You cannot launch a big hospital and at the same 


moment increase your income. We have taken steps to deal with 
this up to 1898, and we hope gradually and steadily to pay off this, 
and to put our expenditure and our income account on a firm and 
sound basis. I think what we have learned during the last two or 
three months show’s us that the friends of homeopathy in this country 
have a strength behind them that will carry us through. But before 
we bid farewell altogether to our building fund I want to say one or 
two words to you about it, because it is necessary that we should 
know what has been done in this respect. First of all we had a very 
modest proposal as to the building of a hospital. Then some of our 
friends gradually widened their ideas, and instead of a very modest 
proposal we got to a proposal which brought upon us an expenditure 
<£48.000. Some people ridicule the existence of homeopathy, but 
if you have any friends of that turn of mind you might induce them 
go to our Hospital and criticise it as best they can, and bring a 
medical man from another hospital, and then tell them that this 
hospital has not a penny of debt, that it is a freehold; that it has 
°°st j£ 50,000, and that this sum has been raised within five years, 
Mid then ask them if they think there are no homeopathists in 
England. This result is a very startling one. Look back, those of 
you who can, to 1837. I am told that there was but one homeopathic 
medical practitioner in England; I won’t venture to say how many 
mere are now. In the last five years we have built a hospital to cost 
*50,000, freehold and unencumbered, and as I said just now the 
Ingest givers are those who know the Hospital best. There is “ A 
I'nend well known to the Hospital.” That lady visits the Hospital 
Perpetually. In all, she, knowing everything about the Hospital, and 
one of the keenest critics, has given us £1 1,000 for the building, 
there ig my friend Captain Cundy, who is one of the best friends the 
~P 8 pital has ever had. He is not only a keen critic, but a man 
is ready at all times, at any moment, to take up any needful 
He is Vice-Chairman of the Board, and, in the absence of our 
S 00 ** friend Mr. Trapmann, he is Acting Chairman of the House 
J^^aittee, and Acting Vice-Treasurer. So you see he is a sort 
01 ^ord High Admiral of Everything. But the work he does is really^ 
f? 8 * all praise. If any one of us is hard worked, Captain Cundy m 
j ready to step into the breach and do the work. But not only 
068 Captain Cundy do so much work, but he appreciates us so much 
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that he has recently given ns £750. I think I am right in saying 
that Dr. Washington, through a relative of his, has brought us 
£2,000. Colonel Clifton Brown has given us numerous gifts. The 
oldest friend of the Hospital has given us £2,000, and her sister has 
given us £2,500. I cannot quote every one who has given ; it would 
be impossible to do so. What I want to press upon you is this: They 
are not outside people with a large amount of money which they wish 
to squander, but have taken the trouble to select this Hospital. They 
are people who know and value the great good we are doing in the 
Hospital. Then there is a member of the board, Mr. Ridley Bax; he, 
some years ago, endowed a bed with £1,000, but now on this 
occasion he has endowed a cot by a gift of £750 more. That is 
satisfactory in itself, and we are very grateful for it, but more grateful 
for the words he has said of us, for in making this gift he says that 
both he and his wife, he being an active member of the Hospital com¬ 
mittee, are struck by the open and straightforward manner in which 
everything is done, and from their knowledge they have desired to 
make this further gift. A munificent gift, given in that spirit and 
with that knowledge, is to my mind of enormous value, and far 
more than that of one who might shower his gold upon us, not 
knowing anything about us. The Jubilee has its demerits as 
well as its merits. There is not a parish which has not its com¬ 
memoration. Every one has his or her own pet scheme, and yet in 
this year that everybody is striving for money, the Homeopathic 
Hospital has been able, if my information is correct, to pay off its 
building debt. This Jubilee, this evening, this dinner, will be notable, 
as it will enable us to clear off our debt, and thus enable us presently 
to do that which is absolutely necessary, to make our income equiva¬ 
lent to our expenditure. I beg now, without any further delay, to 
propose the toast of the Homeopathic Hospital. 

The toast having been duly honoured, 

Mr. Stilwell said: I have much pleasure in rising to return our 
most hearty thanks for the kind way in which this toast has been 
proposed and received. As Chairman of this Hospital I shall, I 
hope, to-morrow stand clear of the debt on the Hospital. We shall 
have a freehold hospital free from debt, and with every appliance of 
modem science within its walls. We as homeopathists claim to have 
a better system of medicine than any other system in the world, and 
I think when I look at the Hospital which has now been built so 
successfully in Great Ormond Street, that we have means of allevia¬ 
ting the troubles, miseries, and infirmities which unfortunately human 
nature is liable to, in a way that cannot be surpassed under any other 
roof in England. We began five years ago to collect money to rebuild 
our Hospital, a hospital which consisted of three old houses. Our 
physicians and our surgeons said that it was absolutely necessary, 
from their point of view, that we should have a new building contain¬ 
ing every modem advantage. Our then chairman told me that he 
said, “ If you want such a hospital you must help us to build one. 1 ' 
The medical profession sprang to the idea, and the result is that 
to-night I hope we may be able to announce before we break up that 
we have a new Hospital, rebuilt with everything that our medical staff 
desire, free from debt. I recognise the unfailing goodness of all those 
who have so generously supported us. They have stood by the board 
in all their difficulties. There were many things which were unfore- 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



Homeopathic World-1 
July 1,1897. J 


INSTITUTION. 


325 


seen at the moment. It was a difficult thing to build so large a 
hospital on so small a piece of ground. All questions of that kind 
are now happily at an end, and we possess an hospital that defies all 
criticism. We are greatly indebted to the medical profession, and 
welcome some of them on our board, one of whom carried us through 
a very difficult time, and by his advice we were able to bring things 
to a very happy conclusion. There is no one to whom we are more 
indebted than Mr. Trapmann. He has been absent in the south of 
France for the winter, and I had hoped he would have returned for 
this festive occasion. I need say nothing of Captain Cundy after the 
words of our noble Chairman, but I will say that we are deeply 
indebted to our Secretary-Superintendent. He has worked night and 
day to swell the total of the building fund, and with what success you 
shall judge this evening. I thank you very heartily for your kind wishes. 

Mr. Sydnby Gbdgb, M.P.: My lord, ladies, and {gentlemen,—I am 
sure you will all agree with me that any one is deserving of sym¬ 
pathy in having to make a speech after the two remarkable speeches 
we have had from our Chairman and Mr. Stilwell. In those speeches 
they really proved the argument which I have now to lay before 
you. They have eulogised both the medical staff and the Board of 
Management, and I have now to propose the toast of the health of 
those two bodies. Well, ladies and gentlemen, I think we may well 
take it for granted that these bodies really do deserve all that can be 
said in praise of them. All of you, and those whom you represent, 
would not continue to pour money into the coffers of this Hospital 
unless you and they were thoroughly satisfied that the money was 
efficiently expended. Every sovereign that is spent in this Hospital 
gives you twenty shillings’ worth of value, and this is due to your 
Board of Management. Now this Hospital has only one hundred 
beds, but it ought to have one hundred and twenty beds, and I under¬ 
stand this number is necessary for the training of medioal students. 
Well, if this be the case, the thing for you to do is to raise the one 
hundred beds to one hundred and twenty. I don’t know whether the 
extra twenty beds should contain patients, but perhaps if there was 
any difficulty in finding these extra patients some of you could be 
prevailed on to fill the gap. The Board of Management have done a 
very wise thing in electing two members of the medical staff. The 
most happy thing the board has done is in increasing the number of 
specialists. In old times specialists were laughed at, but our Board of 
Management, which you know is thoroughly up to date, recognised 
that everybody cannot know everything, even in medical science, and 
thev have added to the medical staff a gentleman well acquainted 
with electricity, also a gentleman practising orthopedic surgery. I 
am happy to say that a surgeon of the staff of the Crown Prince of 
Greece, who recently came over and saw the Hospital, was so well 
pleased with it that he asked to come again. Well, I think I cannot 
say anything more now in praise of the Board of Management and 
the medical staff, as you are all aware of their excellence. You have 
heard an allusion made to Mr. Cross. Well, I am convinced that our 
Secretary-Superintendent is deserving of all the good things that have 
been said about him. Now, one word more about the board. On it 
you have Lord Ernlyn and Sir Henry Tyler, and, having these two 
men, it is unnecessary for me to say that the board must be 
thoroughly businesslike and up to date in all its methods. I now 
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propose to you the health of the Board of Management, and couple 
with it the names of Captain Cundy and Dr. Dyce Brown. 

The toast having been duly honoured, 

Captain Cundy said: My lord, ladies and gentlemen,—My friend 
Mr. Sydney Gedge has quite snuffed me out, as he has said every¬ 
thing that I was going to say, and so I shall not do more than 
express to you the happiness I feel in occupying the position which 
I fill. I feel, indeed, that the happiness is so great that it only 
needed your hearty appreciation to make it quite complete. I 
rejoice to think of the good results that have arisen from the happy 
idea of joining in the management members of our medical staff. 
The companionship in the management has been most successful, 
and everything works most harmoniously. I should like to say a 
few words about the Hospital, and especially about our nurses. A few 
weeks ago, I saw in a paper to winch I subscribe (the Hospital) a 
reference to our nurses, and it was to the effect that the trained 
nurses of the London Homeopathic Hospital could not be exceeded 
by those of any other hospital in the efficiency of their training. 
Homeopathy is a good work, it is a work which is doing a vast 
amount of good, and if it is right to work hard for the success of a 
good cause, then assuredly we are right in working hard for the 
advance of the great medical science of homeopathy. In our Hospital 
we have doctors and surgeons, and our friends on the board and our 
secretary-superintendent, Mr. Cross, and in fact every one, working 
hard; and I want to say now to you all, both ladies and gentlemen, 
that I hope you will all do that you can to help us to push on the 
cause, which undoubtedly is the cause of true medical science. 
During the sixty years of her Majesty’s reign homeopathy has gone 
ahead. It has progressed with every year which has been added to 
her Gracious Majesty’s happy rule, and now, in this the Diamond 
Jubilee, the record year of the longest and most brilliant of our 
history, we, I am glad to think, have brought our Hospital to 
its present state of perfection, and also, I believe, have freed it 
from building debt. I thank you all, ladies and gentlemen, for 
the kind way in which you have received the toast, and hope that 
you will continue to help us as you have done in the past, and thus 
push this great work still further and further ahead. I thank you 
very much. 

Dr. Dycb Brown : My lord, ladies and gentlemen,—I thank you 
all very warmly on behalf of the Medical Staff for so heartily 
drinking this toast, and I feel it a great honour to respond to it. 
Now I am quite sure that you will agree with me when I say that 
the prosperity of the Hospital must depend on the efficiency of the 
mecUcal staff. The work of our staff is a labour of love. Their whole 
heart is in their work and in the prosperity of this Hospital and in the 
advance of the science of homeopathy. The number of patients has 
increased year by year, both in the in and out departments, and this, 
I take it, is the best test that can be made of the popularity as well as 
its general efficiency. If the work of the medical staff and the board 
were not satisfactory the number of patients would very quickly 
dwindle away, but with our Hospital the numbers are increasing so 
fast that we cannot fail to see that our work is giving satisfaction to 
the public, and in this fact we have our reward. I thank you once 
more, ladies and gentleman, for your kindness. 
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Mr. G. A. Cross (Secretary-Superintendent) then announced the 
donations to the Victoria Commemoration List for the completion 
of the Building Fund, the total amounting to .£7,122. 

Mr. Alan E. Chambre : I trust that I shall not be wanting in 
chivalry in departing slightly from the formula which has been 
observed by every speaker this evening in opening his speech. I 
begin my speech by saying, My lord and gentlemen. It is the subject 
matter of my toast which precludes my addressing myself to other 
than gentlemen. My toast is one which is always received in all 
assemblies of men worthy of the name, not only in this country, but 
wherever assemblies of Englishmen are found, with all the honour 
which is invariably given to the ladies. We are fortunate to-night in 
having this banquet graced by the presence of the ladies, ana this 
festival has been made more charming by their company. I might 
perhaps close my remarks by simply proposing the toast, but, with 
your permission, I cannot on such an occasion as this, when we are 
assembled in honour of the Diamond Jubilee of her Gracious Majesty, 
sit down without alluding to her who is the first lady in the land. 
Nor can I sit down without alluding to our noble patron, the Duchess 
of Teck, as to whom we have all felt the greatest anxiety, but who is 
now, I am rejoiced to think, on the high-road to recovery. Then 
again I must allude to the ladies who have assisted us in obtaining 
the large sum of money we have raised. Then the lady visitors, 
and lastly but not least those who with their highly trained skill, 
render valuable services under the direction of the medical staff—I 
mean the nurses. I might expatiate at great length on the many 
virtues of the ladies, but at this late hour I will not do so, and will 
content myself with calling upon the gentlemen to join with me in 
drinking the toast of “ The Ladies.” 

The toast having beeen honoured, 

Colonel Clifton Brown said: At this late hour I cannot detain 
you long, but it is with very great pleasure I propose the health of 
the Chairman. Everything that he does shows us that he is a sound 
financier, and I am sure in his able hands the finances of the Hospital 
are safe. To-night he has presided over us in his usual able manner 
and has announced to us that we are free of building debt, and in 
so doing has shown what can be done by homeopaths. I give you 
the toast of “ The Chairman.” 

Lord Emlyn : I thank you very heartily for the kind way you have 
drunk my health and Colonel Clifton Brown for the kind words he 
has used. You must not take it that I am responsible for the happy 
results shown this evening. They are due to the secretary-superin¬ 
tendent (Mr. Cross), the board of management, and the medical 
profession, not only in London but all over the country. So far as 
keeping a tight hand on the finances is concerned, I hope I shall be 
able to do this for many years. I want to propose one more toast, 
“The Artists,” who has given us a very’ great musical treat. 

The toast having been honoured, Mr. Cross briefly responded, 
at the request of Mr. Raphael Roche. 

The excellent music, under the arrangement of Mr. Raphael Roche, 
to* artistes being Madame Belle Cole, Miss Grace Simon, Miss Belle 
Clancy, Senor Guetary, and Mr. Sidney Brooks, contributed very 
touch to the enjoyment of the occasion. 
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URTICARIA AND LUNAR INFLUENCE. 

A gentleman holding a responsible post under Government, 
sends an interesting account of a case of urticaria—the familiar 
‘ 4 nettle-rash. ’ ’ The sufferer was born in France at 5h. 40m. a.m. 
of the 15th of April, 1889, Mars being in the ascendant in Taurus 
12° 26', and the moon, nearly “ full,” in the sixth house, in 
Libra 16° 14', separating from opposition with Mercury in Aries 
14° 44', and applying to conjunction with Uranus in Libra 
19° 43'. “ During dentition the child’s rest was so much dis¬ 

turbed, that three different women had to take it by turns to 
sleep with them, for it would have killed any one woman, from 
want of sleep, if she had constantly to attend to the child. Yet 
the child herself did not seem seriously affected by her torment 
of irritation and wakefulness, and has since grown up very 
robust and handsome. When she had done teething, the girl 
only suffered occasionally, and her parents could always tell 
when the attacks were coming on by her increased restlessness 
and mental irritability. At last it was noticed by the Breton 
nurse that the eruption was always worse when the moon was 
nearly fully and now T it apparently seldom, or never, appears 
except when the moon is full, and then it surely comes to the 
very day. The young lady is now almost eight years old; her 
last attack of urticaria w r as on the 16th, 17th, and 18th, of 
February, 1897, the full moon taking place on the 17th. So 
regular are her attacks that we never need to refer to an 
almanack to verify the dates of full moon. These facts are 
singular, but absolutely correct.” 

We are greatly obliged to our correspondent for so kindly 
calling attention to this particular case. Astrologically speak¬ 
ing, the urticaria is due to the opposition of the (nearly full) 
moon, at birth, to Mercury, and Mars in the ascendant in 
Taurus. The Mercurial influence renders the physical tempera¬ 
ment nervous, and the Martial influence (in Taurus) renders 
the skin liable to eruption. 

Urticaria is often an accompaniment of difficult dentition, 
disturbance of the digestive apparatus, and is met with chiefly 
in nervous children, The best remedies for it are ZJrtica urens 
(under Mars) and Apis mellifica; when it has become chronic, 
Antimonium crudum (martial) or Arsenicum t in infinitesimal 
doses, according to the symptoms. Dr. Bichard Hughes finds 
“ Chloral a single and sufficient substitute.” 

Dr. B. H. Gross, in his admirable introduction to his com¬ 
parative Materia Medica, says : “I suppose there is no vindi- 
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cation needed for having placed the influences of the moon ^ 
and sun in contrast, as it is known that the influences of either 
exclude those of the other more or less, and,* for instance, that 
a thunderstorm is not so likely to occur when the moon is 
above the horizon. Besides, there are but few remedies which 
represent the influences both equally. It is true that the 
electrometer has scarcely been used, thus far, in the provings 
of remedies, the state of the atmosphere during a thunderstorm 
being only a phenomenon of dynamic electricity, measurable by 
the galvanometer.” 

Again, Dr. Gross observes : “ It is easy for any one to flatter 
himself that he is a great genius if he rejects, as prejudice and 
delusion, all such phenomena as, not being plain upon the 
surface, cannot be immediately taken hold of. 

“We frequently find during predominating polar currents of 
air a diminished irritability of the nervous system and a 
vascular erethism (Mexico, Hungary); while during an 
equatorial direction of winds there is nervous erethism with 
synchronous torpor of the vascular diseases.” 

We trust that our medical readers will bear these points in 
mind, and send us any striking observations they may make on 
crises in disease as affected by lunar phases and configurations 
—the second volume of the Text Book of Astrology affords 
guidance in this research .—Star Lore , March, 1897. 


THE NEW PSYCHOLOGY. 

Prof. Elmer Gates, of Washington, is one of the most 
active and brilliant of the new school of psychologists. 
The occasional insight he gives us into his work, the new 
world it opens to us, makes us impatient for the time when 
he shall be ready to give the results of his investigations in a 
more complete form to the public. In his recent experiments 
he shows that the ether which fills all the interstellar universe 
really consists of distinct particles, but these particles are 
as much smaller than a chemical atom as a chemical atom is 
smaller than the sun. In carrying out his experiment it 
became necessary to produce an absolute vacuum which had 

* To this Dr. Constantine Heringadds the following apt remark : “ Some 
doctors get into a condemnation fit if they see the moon mentioned in a 
medical work. With the most miserable superficiality they call it a super¬ 
stition. But aggravations of symptoms, apparently synchronous with 
certain phases of the moon, have been observed, and, indeed, noted by 
observers like Hahnemann, Boenninghausen, and a few others. And they 
proceeded with such care that only from a very few medicines, about 5 
per cent, of the whole number, such observations exist, and that is all that 
bas been collected during half a century I It is very cheap to sneer at it. 
But such critics have no right to call an easy process of this kind reasoning.” 
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never been accomplished before. To produce this result the 
professor takes a tube of potash glass, which is so hard that it 
requires a much greater heat than any other kind to melt. 
He fills the tube with another sort of glass, which has a 
melting point 500° lower than that of the potash glass. The 
tube and its contents are then subjected to slow heating until 
the soft glass is sufficiently melted to enable it to be pulled out 
bodily part way from the tube of hard glass containing it. 
The space thus left is an absolute vacuum. There is not one 
particle of air or any other gas, and yet here is a quantity of 
absolutely pure ether composed, as he proceeds to show, of 
distinct particles. In this experiment a metal ball on the end 
of a platinum wire is fixed in place incidental to the process of 
creating a vacuum. A glass lens focuses the sun’s rays at a 
point near the ball. At the point of focus, owing to the sun’s 
energy, the particles of ether move about more rapidly and are 
farthest apart. Then the ball swings toward the point of less 
density. This it does every time. This the professor regards 
as proof that the ether which fills all space, and whose wave 
motions make light and transmit electrical energy from the 
sun, is a material substance and composed of particles thickly 
crowded together, but so minute that they penetrate through 
everything. 

Prof. Gates’ laboratory, in which he is working out these 
problems of psycho-physical research, is filled with the most 
delicate instruments the human mind can conceive to ac¬ 
complish his purpose. Fortunately for science there is no lack 
of money at his disposal, a wealthy friend having appropriated 
$25,000 a year to further the professor’s work, of which he is 
now only at the beginning. Prof. Gates has in contemplation 
a line of investigation which, if we are not mistaken, judging 
from the results already obtained, will place upon a firm 
foundation a science of therapeutics which will do much to 
harmonise the medical world and prolong human life .—New 
York Medical Times. 


Hypericum for Piles. —In addition to the use of this drug in 
nervous lesions, Dr. Boehrig propounds it as a “ real specific ” for 
piles. “In a few hours,” he says, “effects can be reached with it 
which cannot generally be attained by means of nux vomica, sulphur, 
and other remedies, even after many days.”— Horn. Recorder , 
January (. B . J. H. S.). 

Benzoic and Nitric Acid for Strong-smelling Urine. —These 
two remedies are spoken of as competing for the credit of pro¬ 
ducing—and therefore curing—strong-smelling urine. The nitric 
acid cases are of a more sycotic class than the benzoic acid, 
and the exits are irritated, more as though a splinter were 
sticking in them.— Med. Argus . 
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TONGUE REPERTORY * 

Perhaps the greatest want in homeopathic practice is a 
general and comprehensive repertory. The chief difficulty 
m the matter is that the material accumulates so rapidly 
it is almost impossible to keep pace with it; hence it 
comes about that it is hardly possible for one man to 
accomplish the task. For this reason we are always 
grateful when any competent writer presents us with a 
sectional repertory like this of Dr. Douglass’ on the 
tongue. He has given the tongue symptoms of 168 
remedies, and the bulk of the book consists of an index 
of these symptoms so arranged that any one symptom is 
found with the greatest ease. A separate section is 
devoted to a repertory of “ Mouth and Tongue Symptoms 
in Typhoid Conditions.” 

We have no doubt this little work will prove of very 
great service to practitioners, for the remedies included 
comprise all those in common use and many of the rarer 
ones also. The defects of the volume are necessarily its 
limitations. It does not give all the remedies; the con¬ 
ditions are not very fully given, and there is no chapter 
on course and progress or concomitants. These are all 
very important, and compilers of sectional repertories 
should make a point of including these. Among some 
recent remedies we miss the “ Black Tongue ” of 
Ecchinacea , which has been sufficiently verified to 
deserve a place in the volume. 


THE SWEDISH SYSTEM OF PHYSICAL EDUCATION.t 

This little book is based on a paper read before the British 
Medical Association in 1894. It is not intended to give a 
detailed account of all the exercises practised in the Swedish 
system, but a general idea of the methods employed and 
the results obtainable thereby, and in this the writer has 
succeeded. We have no doubt that the system is not suffi- 

• Repertory of Tongue Symptoms. Arranged by M. E. Douglass, M.D. 
Philadelphia: Boericke & Tafel. London: Homeopathic Publishing 
Company. 1896. Price 5s. net. 

t The Stcedish System of Physical Education. By Theodora Johnson, 
Principal of the Swedish Institute, Clifton. John Wright & Co., Bristol. 
Price 3s. 6d. net. 
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ciently known and used by the medical profession, and in this 
connection we quote a sentence which applies even more forcibly 
to homeopathy : “ It is one of the first axioms of a physician’s 
creed that no means of cure should ever be neglected. Is it 
right, therefore, to leave unused a weapon which might often 
be wielded on behalf of those entrusted to his care in that 
grim fight against disease and death in which every medical 
man is engaged ? ” 


HERBAL SIMPLES.* 

We are glad to welcome a second edition of Dr. Femie’s 
book, and can but reiterate the praise we bestowed on the 
first edition. The present edition is half as large again as the 
former, and contains mention of some fifty more simples, as 
well as additional matter to some of those contained in the 
previous edition. The book is full of interesting facts and 
useful information, presented in a very readable style from 
end to end. One thing lacking is illustrations of the various 
“ simples ” mentioned, and this lack Dr. Fernie hopes to meet 
in a future edition. In the list of contents the simples are 
arranged in alphabetical order, according to their common 
names; in this list a mention of the medical names of those 
used in medicine as well would be of distinct advantage in 
our opinion. 


APPOINTMENTS, VACANCIES, REMOVALS, 

ETC. 


*** We shall be happy to insert notices of appointments if gentlemen 
will be good enough to forward them to us, and also of posts vacant and 
likely to be vacant, on receiving information from secretaries or com¬ 
mittees. Under this heading also, we shall mention good openings for 
homeopathic practitioners and chemists. 

Dr. Lambert being obliged to give up his consulting-rooms at 5, 
West Street, Finsbury Circus, will in future see patients only at 5, 
Alfred Place West, South Kensington (one minute from South 
Kensington Station). 

Dr. Lough, of Hastings, has removed to 29, Wellington Square, 
in that town. His at-home hours are 2 to 8 p.m., except Wednesdays 
and Fridays. 


* Herbal Simples Approved for Modern Uses of Cure. By W. T. Fernie, 
M.D. Bristol: John Wright & Co. London: Simpkin, Marshall, Hamilton, 
Kent & Co., Limited ; Hirschfeld Brothers, 82, High Holborn. New and 
enlarged edition. 1897. Pp. 650. 
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HOMEOPATHY AND MEDICINE IN THE VICTORIAN 

ERA. 

To the Editor of The Homeopathic World. 

Sir,— The current number of the Practitioner (June) is 
styled “ Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee Special Commemo¬ 
ration Number,” and gives, in a series of articles, the progress 
of medicine during the Victorian Period. Homeopathy is 
honoured with a special paragraph, and this is the way the 
writer, Daniel John Leech, M.D., F.R.C.P. Lond., describes 
the progress and influence of homeopathy :— 

“ It seems probably that the number of believers amongst 
the laity continued to increase for nearly a quarter of a century, 
and even for many years after this the homeopathic doctrine 
and the belief in the value of the infinitely little in medicine 
maintained its popularity. But there can be little doubt that 
during the last twenty years its hold on lay minds has gradually 
lessened , whilst the fantastic teachings of Hahnemann himself 
have long been discarded .” 

Italics mine. 

In the same number Dr. Samuel Wilks writes as follows of 
“ scientific ” medication :— 

“ As regards improvement in internal treatment by means 
of drugs, little can be said. Scientific therapeutics is what we 
are hoping for, but at the present time very little exists, and 
especially for the reason that we are not fully acquainted with 
the action of many of the medicines we use. 

“ That which is so often called scientific is when a number 
of remedies are given for each particular symptom. Not 
believing in this method, which I have unfortunately witnessed, 
I cannot say that we have made much headway in thera¬ 
peutics.” 

What a confession of ignorance and incapacity! and what 
a gross misrepresentation of homeopathy ! 

Believe me, faithfully yours, 

Stanley Wilde. 

Ingleside, Bayshill, Cheltenham. 

June 3, 1897. 


Of Nairnm carb. Hahnemann says it is useful for “ headache when 
in the sun ” ; also “ headache, stitches outward from the eyes.” 
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Warm Solutions of Cocaine. —Da Costa has found that the local 
anesthetic effect obtained with cocaine is more rapid, more intense, 
and more lasting if the solution is warm. The dangers of intoxication 
are thus much diminished, as the quantity of cocaine can be very 
much reduced if it is warmed. A solution of 0*5 or 0*4 per cent, 
heated will produce a powerful effect.— N. Y. Med. Time*. 

New Treatment of Burns. —Dr. Poggi {Med. Week.) has found 
that the addition of a few teaspoonfuls of potassium nitrate to a bath, 
in which the burnt part is incased or plunged, will quickly cause the 
cessation of pain. The water becomes heated after a while, and the 
pain reappears, but quickly subsides upon the addition of another 
quantity of the salt. When continued for several hours, it is said 
this treatment will prevent the production of phlyctene. 

Dr. Vergely, of Bordeaux, obtained a similar result by covering the 
burnt tissues with a paste prepared by mixing calcined magnesia with 
a certain quantity of water, and allowing it to dry upon the skin, and 
renewing it as soon as detached. The wounds are stated to heal 
without leaving trace, and pain is prevented.— N. Y. M. T. 

The Konio-Maas Method of Restoring Persons Apparently Dead 
from Chloroform. —This is described by Leedham-Green (Birm. 
Med. Rev.) as follows: The operator, standing on the left side of the 
patient and facing him, places the ball of the thumb of the opened 
right hand upon the patient’s chest, at a point between the apex beat 
and the sternum. He then repeatedly presses in the thoracic wall 
with a quick, strong movement, at the rate of 30 to 120 times to the 
minute. There can be no doubt that the efficacy of the Konig-Ma&s 
method lies in its direct action on the heart, restoring not the respira¬ 
tion only, but the circulation also. If on a fresh cadaver the pre- 
cordium be quickly and forcibly compressed, it is easy to detect a 
distinct pulse-wave in the carotid arteries, and the pupils will be found 
to contract as the blood fills the capillaries of the iris.— N. Y. M. T . 

Spirka Ulmaria in Hydrophobia. —In 1832 I was bitten severely 
in several places on my hand by my own dog, which had rabies. The 
dog was shut up and died in three days with all the symptoms of 
rabies. Convinced of the inefficiency of the ordinary medical treat¬ 
ment, I applied to a peasant who was reputed to have a remedy for 
hydrophobia. He gave me a portion of fresh root cut into small 
pieces, and told me to take a teaspoonful of it for three successive 
mornings. Eighteen years have now elapsed and I have experienced 
no bad effects from the bite. I learnt from the peasant that his 
remedy was the root of the spiraea ulmaria. Since then I have had 
many cases of bites from mad dogs and wolves, and I have always 
employed this remedy with success. In my neighbourhood dogs 
frequently go mad. • I have set my powerful watch-dog on them, and 
he has always killed them, though often bitten by them severely. I 
gave him the spiraea, and he has never been the worse of the bites. 
One of the cases I have cured of actual hydrophobia I may give in 
detail. The servant of a neighbour was brought to me with all the 
symptoms of hydrophobia. He was under the care of two strong 
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men, who held him securely. He had a dull, staring look, and made 
constant efforts to attack his attendants. I took a fresh root of 
spiraea, and, after cleaning and washing it, gave it to the patient, who 
seized hold of it and ate it up ravenously. Another root he devoured 
greedily, and likewise the half of a third root. During all this time he 
was held fast by the attendants. I directed the attendants to let him 
go. His look had lost its dull appearance, and he was much quieter. 
After a quarter of an hour he exclaimed, “ Oh, how thankful I am to 
you! ” He was placed in a carriage and driven home, five wersts 
distant. He slept the whole way, and as he was still asleep when he 
got home he was allowed to lie in the carriage. He woke up in the 
morning, became very restless and complaining, said he felt very ill, 
and was sure he was dying. He vomited a quantity of bile and some 
thick, dark green stuff, but not a fragment of the spiraea root he had 
swallowed. After this vomiting he fell asleep again, and woke next 
morning quite well.—Kunen, A. h. Z, y cxxxiii. 194 (B. J. H. S.). 


LONDON HOMEOPATHIC HOSPITAL, GREAT ORMOND STREET 
BLOOMSBURY. 

Hours of Attendance :— Medical (In-patients, 9.30 ; Out-patients, 
2.0), Daily; Surgical, Mondays, Tuesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays, 
2.0; Diseases of Women, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 2.0; 
Diseases of Skin, Thursdays, 2.0; Diseases of the Eye, Thursdays, 
2.0; Diseases of the Throat and Ear, Wednesdays, 2.0; Diseases 
of Children, Mondays and Thursdays. 9.0 a.m.; Operations, Tues¬ 
days, 2.30; Dental Cases, Thursdays, 9.0 a.m. 


MEDICAL AND SURGICAL WORKS PUBLISHED 
DURING THE PAST MONTH. 


Analyst (The). General Index. Vols. 
Ito20. Imp.8vo. (Bailltere, Tindall 
and Cox. Net. 10s. 6d.) 

Anderson (William). The Deformities 
of the Fingers and Toes. 8vo, pp. 
158. (Churchill. 6e.) 

Brass (Arnold). Atlas of Human His¬ 
tology. Translated by R. A. Young. 
4to. £-bd. (B&illidre, Tindall and 
Cox. Net, 31s. 6d.) 

Hunter (Archibald). Hydropathy: Its 
Principles and Practice. For Home 
Use. Chiefly Intended for Mothers 
and Families. Cr. 8vo. (Simpkin. 
Advt. 5e.) 

Jellett (Henry). A Short Practice of 
Midwifery, Embodying the Treat¬ 
ment Adopted in the Rotunda Hos¬ 
pital, Dublin. With a Preface by 
W. J. Smyly. With 44 Illustrations, 
and an Appendix containing the 
Statistics of the Hospital for the 
last Seven Years. Cr. 8vo, pp. 344. 

. (Churchill. 6e.) 

Richardson (Joseph). A Practical 
Treatise on Mechanical Denistry. 
7th ed., Revised, Enlarged, and Edit, 
by George W. Warren. With 691II- 


lusts., many of which are from new 
and original Drawings. Roy. 8vo, 
j pp. 676. (Churchill. 22s.) 

1 Sandlands (J. P.). A Remarkable Case, 
and its Lessons. A Book for all In¬ 
terested in the Cure of Disease. 

1 Long 12mo, pp. 116. (Roxburghe 
Press. Is. 6d.) 

I Schafer (Edward Albert). A Course of 
i Practical Histology. 2nd ed. Cr. 

I 8vo, pp. 310. (Smith, Elder and Co. 

; 7s. 6d.) 

Smith (J. Lewis). A Treatise on the 
Medical and Surgical Diseases of 
Infancy and Childhood. 8th ed. 
8vo. (H. K. Lewis. 21s.) 

Starr (Louis). Hygiene of the Nursery. 
6th ed. Illust. Cr- 8vo. (H. fC. 
Lewis. 3s. 6d.) 

Student’s Handbook of Diseases of the 
Skin (The). By Utile Quod Facias. 
Cr. 8vo. pp. 96. (Livingstone, Edin- 
> burgh. Net, 2s. 6d.) 

Tomes (Sir John). A System of Dental 
Surgery. 4th ed.. Revised and En¬ 
larged, by Charles S. Tomes. With 
2S9 Illusts. 8vo, pp. 728. (Churchill. 
16s.) 
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TO CONTRIBUTORS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


All literary matter, Reports of 
Hospitals, Dispensaries, Societies, 
and Books for Review, should be 
sent to the Editor, Dr. Clarke, 
30, Clarges Street, W. 

All advertisements and business 
communications to be sent to the 
“Manager” of the Homeopathic \ 
Publishing Company, 12, Warwick 
Lane, Paternoster Row, London, 
E.C. 

Literary matter and corres¬ 
pondence should be sent to us not 
later than the 12th of each month. 
Proofs will be sent to contri¬ 
butors, who are requested to cor¬ 
rect the same and return to the 
Editor as early as possible. 


CORRESPONDENTS. 
Communications received from 
Dr. Skinner, London; Dr. Swal¬ 
low, London; Sen. A. N. di 
Vasconcelloy, Porte, Portugal; 
Dr. Cooper, London ; Mr. Jas. 
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Stanley Wilde, Cheltenham; Mr. 
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Tebb, Burstow. 
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AUGUST 2, 1897. 


THE PHILOSOPHY OF MEDICINE. 

In our present issue we give the concluding portion of 
Mr. Picken’s article, entitled, Physics and Medicine: 
The Science and Philosophy of Medicine . The first part 
of this article we published last month, and we now 
propose to summarise the chief points advanced as far 
as is possible within the limits of a leading article. 

In his former essays Mr. Picken has confined his 
arguments within the limits of accepted science. But 
these limits are perpetually widening, as they are found 
too narrow to hold the rapidly increasing mass of new 
facts for which traditional science has made no provision. 
Science as it is popularly understood is a science of forms 
merely. With the substance of life underlying the forms 
it has hitherto given itself no concern, and has presumed 
to ignore its existence. This obscurantist attitude it will 
not be able much longer to keep up ; and in the article 
under review Mr. Picken boldly carries his subject away 
from the region of forms into the region of the absolute. 

“Matter, Motion, Force” v. “Matter, Mind, 
Spirit.” 

The advantage of taking the new ground is at once 
seen when he comes to deal with the current theories of 
matter. How unsatisfactory they all are the foremost 
men of science are the readiest to admit. The question 
of the composition of matter “ must be approached under 

22 


Digitized by AjOOQie 



338 the philosophy of medicine. [ Ho1 aSSbS^iStT 14 * 


the dominant conception of modes of motion,” and when 
we inquire into the nature of “ motion ” Herbert Spencer 
tells us: 

“Neither when considered in connection with space, nor when 
considered in connection with matter, nor when considered in con¬ 
nection with rest, do we find that motion is cognisable." 

This does not bring us very far; nor does it help us much 
more to be told that “ matter and motion are differently 
conditioned manifestations of force.” As Mr. Picken 
cogently puts it:— 

“ The advanced priesthood of scientific materialism teach, in effect, 
that we know nothing, and never will know anything of the true 
nature of Matter, Motion, Force; except that the two former are 
differently conditioned manifestations of the latter, and that matter 
is indestructible, and motion continuous (or, * more strictly, that 
something which has motion for one of its sensible forms’ is con¬ 
tinuous), in virtue of the persistence of Force." 

In order to escape from this impasse it is necessary to 
recognise, says our author, that Form (and not matter or 
motion) is the correlative of Force; that Mind (and not 
motion, which is an effect and not a cause—a manifesta¬ 
tion of mind) is the correlative of Matter; and that the 
absolute Reality underlying both matter and mind is 
Spirit. 

Mr. Picken asks : If it is true that matter is composed 
of molecules, which are composed of atoms with their 
attractions and repulsions, and that the physical forces 
are constituted modes of motion, what is it that moves 
matter ? Further, if matter is a mode of motion, of 
what is it motion? To these irrepressible questions 
accepted science has no answer to give, but Mr. Picken 
supplies it, as we have stated above: 

“ Universal Matter is moved by Universal Mind , of which the 
lowest manifestation is mineral motion, the next vegetable life, 
animal sensation the next higher, and human intelligence the highest 
manifestation in the external universe. Matter and Mind are the 
primary universal correlatives; and the absolute Reality underlying 
both is Spirit." 
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Mr. Picken believes that we are on the eve of the 
revolutionary discovery by representatives of science that 

“ Mind is not the product of Matter, but is its eternal and original 
correlative; that cosmic motion is the manifestation of Cosmic Mind, 
as the vital forces are of the Universal Life; and that the unity 
comprehending the complementaries of Universal Matter and Uni¬ 
versal Mind is Spirit—the absolute Substance of the Universe, which 
they have yet to know, but which will attract their investigating 
powers to glorious exercise for ever.” 

A Trinity. 

Mr. Picken beautifully sums up his conception of the 
universe in this pregnant paragraph :— 

“ To us, matter represents the universal Negative Energy, governed 
by the universal Positive Energy, or mind; while mind represents the 
universal Positive Energy, conditioned by the universal Negative Energy. 
The Negative is exterior, and the Positive interior in the Infinite Unity. 
Spirit is the absolute, mcmifeating concurrently oa matter and motion 
in all their grades. When this trinity is recognised and understood, 
it will be known that the so-called ultimate atom of chemistry is ulti¬ 
mate only in the relative chemical sense; it will become known also 
that ether is ‘atomic* in its constitution, and that the atom of 
magnetism is the highest ether-atom, the true ultimate atom of 
matter—beyond which, and in immediate conjunction with which, is 
mind, in its lowest modes of motion. Then will come to light the 
radical defects of the ‘ Positive Philosophy ' of our day, and it will be 
realised that man is not confronted in the universe with an eternally 
repulsive ‘ Unknowable,* but has before him the infinitely attractive 
Unknown." 

Evolution. 

In another paragraph, equally important, and an even 
more remarkable example of condensed statement, Mr. 
Picken lays bare the radical defect of the ordinary doc¬ 
trines of Evolution. It was doubtless necessary that the 
external view of evolution should be first evolved, as 
evolution always takes place from the lower to the higher. 
The first to be involved is the last to be evolved. But the 
significance of the evolutionary idea will never be felt in 
its full force until the evolution of form as expounded by 
Darwin and Spencer has been completed by the inclu- 
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sion of the idea of involution of Spirit. It may be taken 
as true that the chief end of this planet, and of all other 
planets, is to be a nursery for the individualising and 
up-bringing of human spirits. The generality of scientists 
see only form, and arrogantly pronounce all else un¬ 
knowable. Form with them is everything. As Mr. 
Picken puts it:— 

“ They do not even perceive that the correlative of Force is Form (Spirit- 
Force, Matter-Form); and that as the process of involution of Force 
proceeds, evolution of Form takes place—that as Force is progressing 
interiorly, becoming more and more spiritual, by inter-action of mind 
and matter, higher and higher matter-form is in the same ratio 
evolved.’* 

This quotation we have interpolated, but will now quote 
the paragraph already alluded to :— 

“ In illustration of the illuminative and energising effect of the fore¬ 
going propositions on formulae of received science and philosophy, let 
me quote a small paragraph from The Principles of Biology, first in 
Herbert Spencer’s own form of correct but barren statement, and 
then in the energised form of generative truth . ‘ The fundamental 
antagonism between Dissolution and Evolution consists in this, that 
while the one is an integration of motion and disintegration of matter, 
the other is an integration of matter and disintegration of motion.* 
Energised and re-ordered, the paragraph reads thus: ‘ The fundamental 
antagonism between Evolution and Involution (or “ Dissolution,”) con¬ 
sists in this : Evolution is an integration of matter and disintegration 
of motion (or individualisation of universal mind) ; Involution (or 
“ Dissolution ”) is a disintegration of matter and integration of motion 
(or organisation of individual minds).’ In which short methodological 
statement we have at once scientific affirmation of the immortality of 
the soul and the solidarity of the race.” 

The accepted doctrine of the indestructibility of force 
witnesses that there is no such thing as death in the 
universe, only changed relationships, and passage from one 
phase of existence to another. Modern science, external 
as it is, and materialistic as it believes itself to be, con¬ 
tains involved in its own accepted doctrines infinitely 
more than it is at present aware of. This Mr. Picken 
has beautifully and cogently demonstrated. We have not 
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left ourselves space to deal with the practical bearings of 
the views expounded, and these we must leave to be 
discussed in a future article. 


NEWS AND NOTES. 


Margaret Street Infirmary—a chance for 
Homeopaths. 

There is an excellent opportunity for advancing the 
homeopathic cause in the metropolis in connection with 
the Infirmary for Consumption and Diseases of the Chest, 
26, Margaret Street, Cavendish Square. At this institution, 
which has been the theatre of many victories of medical 
liberty, there are now several vacancies, which there is an 
excellent chance of being secured by homeopaths if they 
should apply. One vacancy is for a Physician in Ordinary, 
the others are for Visiting Physicians. The Physician in 
Ordinary is required to sit twice a week from between 
two and half-past. The Visiting Physician must have 
his abode within the radius of a mile from the infirmary, 
so that he may visit patients at their homes when 
called upon by a subscriber’s letter. Full particulars are 
to be obtained at the infirmary of Mr. Wm. Johnson, 
secretary. 

Thyroidin . 

We take the following from the Lancet (Australian 
Letter) of July 3rd:— 

“Thyroid Gland Extract as a Galactagogue. 

“ The Inter-Colonial Medical Journal for April contains a paper by 
Dr. R. R. Stawell on Thyroid Gland Extract as a galactagogue. He 
publishes notes of cases where he administered this substance for the 
purpose of increasing the metabolism in the mammary gland. On 
the assumption that thyroid extract increased metabolism generally, 
and as the secretion of milk is typical of metabolism, it was reason¬ 
able to suppose thyroid would act as a galactagogue. Nine cases are 
given in which it was tried, and Dr. Stawell says: ‘ While very fully 
alive to the danger of making generalisations based on only a few 
clinical observations, it seems to me that there is sufficient evidence 
that thyroid extract is an apparent galactagogue in certain cases.' ” 
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Father Kneipp. 

A great therapeutist has passed away in the person of 
the late Father Kneipp of water-cure fame. Whether it 
was the water, the herbal simples he used, or his personal 
magnetism, we have no doubt about the excellent results 
he obtained in numbers of cases. Whoever may be his 
successor at Worishofen we question whether he will 
achieve the same results as the late worthy priest. The 
following is taken from the Chemist and Druggist :— 

“ The death is announced of Father Kneipp, the Bavarian priest, 
whose name is so widely known in connection with his cold-water 
cure. He had practised it for thirty years in his village of Worishofen, 
and then wrote a little book introducing it to the world, of which 
125,000 copies were sold in a year. His system included decoctions 
of herbs for internal and external use, and a series of cold-water 
douche-baths of varying duration, according to the state of the 
patient. One part of it consisted in walking barefoot in the meadows 
when the dew is on the grass. By these means a large number of 
cures are said to have been effected, especially of rheumatism, spinal 
diseases, Ac. One of his patients was Baron Nathaniel Rothschild, 
who arrived with a cook, a secretary, and two servants. Not finding 
suitably magnificent quarters at Worishofen, he stayed in his private 
saloon-carriage at the nearest railway station, journeying to the 
village every day. Father Kneipp was seventy-six.” 


A Bacterium in Alcohol. 

It is not a little alarming to learn that the ubiquitous 
microbe has found its way into alcohol itself, one of the 
chief preservatives we possess. Such, however, appears 
to be the case, as the following editorial, which appeared 
in the Chemist and Druggist of July 10th, would seem to 
prove. 

“A Bacterium which lives in Alcohol. 

“ Mr. and Mrs. V. H. Veley communicate to Nature an interesting 
note regarding the deterioration which has recently been observed in 
Demerara rum. They obtained samples direct from a bonded warehouse, 
which they found to contain 74*6 per cent, of alcohol by weight, and 
on microscopical examination of a sediment at the bottom of the 
samples found it to consist of chains of small cocci. After the spirit 
had been kept for some days the cocci were seen to be surrounded 
with a gelatinous envelope, and after a further interval of time the 
cocci were found disseminated throughout the liquid, and were rapidly 
developing and multiplying. The micro-organism belongs to the 
Coccaceoe , and the authors are inclined to regard it as a new species; 
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indeed, the observation of the existence and multiplication of any 
micro-organism in a spirit of such alcoholic strength appears to be 
quite novel.” 


Another Axtipyrin Fataltiy. 

The Medical Press of June 30th is responsible for the 
following. The amount of harm done by the indiscri¬ 
minate use of drugs of this class is incalculable. 

‘‘A chemist’s assistant at Bradford died last week after having 
taken two 10-grain doses of Antipyrin for neuralgic toothache. 


Echo from the Dermatological Department of a 
Metropolitan Hospital. 

The following was given me by a young doctor : 

Dr. --in lecturing on scabies, mentioned that it once 

occurred to him as being very strange that so few of the 
acari could be demonstrated in any selected case of scabies, 
and that he for experiment’s sake procured a single insect, 
and carefully isolating it under a glass dome, allowed it to 
burrow underneath the skin of his arm. He had not long 
to wait before the most intense formication set in where 
the insect lodged ; but what struck him as particularly 
remarkable w r as that his entire body seemed to become 
affected; and soon he was a mass of the most horrible 
irritation in various parts of the body, thereby confirming 
his suspicions that the insect itself emitted infecting 
material. Our friend the dermatologist might do worse 
than study Hahnemann. 

R. T. C. 


Tetanus Cured by Hypodermic Injections of Carbolic Acid.— 
Dr. L. Y. Ocherovsky, a Russian military physician, in a case of 
tetanus from a gunshot wound of the left lower extremity, where 
trismus, with consecutive tetanic symptoms appeared on the tenth 
day, employed subcutaneous injections of a solution of Carbolic Acid 
with success. In spite of Morphine , Opium , and Chloral , in large 
doses, the convulsions became more frequent and intense, and death 
seemed imminent. Then, ten days after the appearance of the tetanic 
symptoms, ten drops of a 2 per cent, solution were injected every 
three hours. After two days of this treatment, the seizures improved 
Juanifestly, respiration became easier, and thirteen days still later the 
patient left the hospital completely cured. The total number of 
mjections was twenty-eight .—Hahnernannian Monthly. 
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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


LETTER OF HAHNEMANN TO DR. YON 
GERSDORFF* 

Translated by Dr. Dudgeon. 

Dearest Friend and Gossip, —I enclose a powder for 
each of your three children. Master Curt will not get 
anything more to-day. 

We will let all three powders act for at least seven 
weeks. The Calc, -j- for Francesca, Lycop. for 
Bruno, and Calc . -j- for Eugenie. I wish they may 
produce the best effect. 

Without your assurance, I quite believe that you are 
fully occupied with business, and with fighting against 
hindrances, and I know that when you are able you will 
do work on our repertones. I doubt if your other fellow- 
labourers will be equally zealous. 

I think you treated quite properly Master Bruno’s acute 
attack on the 22nd of August. But before giving Aconite 
Wislicenus’s administration by olfaction of Ant. cruduin, 
was necessary. In short, it was a very good treatment. 
Probably Belladonna or anything else was not required. 

You act quite in accordance with my wish if you give 
all the antipsoric medicines in ^ [4 globules of the 30th 
potency], and if they are of use , allow them to act for at 
least seven weeks. 

In your other patient you have, I imagine, a very 
serious case that has been injured by the administration 
of unsuitable things in Berlin. But if you go slowly and 
carefully to work you will certainly do him good. Besides 
the addition to his malady caused by the Berlin mal¬ 
treatment, I am positive that it is nothing but psora. 
But do not imagine that in every such case you can prove 
historically the psoric origin. 

Among ten chronic, non-venereal cases, there are 
always about two in whom the psoric miasm cannot be 
historically established, though they may evidently dis¬ 
play the signs of psora and can only be cured by antipsoric 
remedies. If your patient had not been subjected to 
inappropriate treatment in Berlin, and still better, if he 

* From the Allg. Horn. Zeit ., vol. cxxxiv. 
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had begun the treatment at the commencement of his 
hoarseness, you would certainly have been able to effect 
much more—indeed, have been able to cure him completely. 
But now the psoric origin cannot be proved, even in the 
absence of historical data, by the facility of the cure by 
means of antipsoric remedies, as so often happens con¬ 
vincingly in uninjured cases of this sort. I know very 
well that for many years to come doubts will be enter¬ 
tained of my axiom that the chronic diseases which are 
not venereal, are entirely owing to psora. (The oppor¬ 
tunities for observing as I have done, will not be enjoyed 
by any who come after me). But if there should be any 
medical men who doubt this, let them prove another 
origin, another miasm, as the cause of these diseases— 
negantis est probare—let them teach us how to cure such 
chronic non-venereal diseases with non-antipsoric medi¬ 
cines. I will be the first to imitate them if they furnish 
certain proof of their success—not otherwise! Si tu 
novisti rectius illis, candidus imperti; si non, his utere 
mecum. But what do those who follow my directions 
risk, when by so doing they are able to effect what they 
cannot do in any other way in the world ? My true 
followers will always do better than the head-shaking 
wiseacres who cannot cure chronic diseases. I give them 
full permission to leave such diseases uncured. 

I do not desire any acknowledgment during my lifetime 
of the beneficent truth which I have disinterestedly 
imparted. I have done what I have done for the world 
from higher motives than personal interest. 

I believe I am right in supposing that even among my 
disciples there may be some doubters. Are they so from 
envy? Not, certainly, from conviction of the contrary. 

But I am straying into disagreeable reflections regarding 
my contemporaries, and I prefer to recur to my convic¬ 
tion and to myself in order to be able to send to you and 
your dear wife my most friendly greetings, in which I am 
joined by my family, and I remain your true friend, 

Sam. Hahnemann. 

Kothen, Sept. 4, 1828. 

[Dr. von Gersdorfif—he was really “ Graf/’ but dropped 
the title in republican America—to whom the letter was 
addressed, was one of Hahnemann’s favourite disciples, 
who assisted him in some of his provings and was one 
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of the earliest propagators of the new system in the 
United States. His son, Bruno von Gersdorff, mentioned 
in this letter (Hahnemann calls him and his brother Curt 
“Junker,” corresponding to our courtesy title “honour¬ 
able ” ) practised the homeopathic method for many years 
in Boston, and was appointed one of the professors in the 
University of that city. He is dead, and was greatly 
lamented by his colleagues, who in an obituary notice 
of him said: “ The chair of the able teacher is vacant ; 
the sick will wait in vain for their physician; the friend 
has gone, but the memory of his love shall remain to 
comfort us.”] _ 

PHYSICS AND MEDICINE: THE SCIENCE AND 
PHILOSOPHY OF MEDICINE. 

By W. Buist Picken. 

(Concluded from p. 308.) 

Now I come to the central thought of the article under 
review. Concurring in the general agreement that “ disease, 
shortly described, is a disturbance of the various molecular 
actions which normally constitute the life of the living body/' 
Dr. Licorish, in the following passage, at once brings into 
focus his view of the problem of homeopathy and his central 
error in the solution which he offers: “ Suppose any of the 
disease-producing agents react on the body, i.e ., set up by 
some contact inimical wave vibrations therein, it must be 
evident that such inimical wave vibrations, once started, can 
only cease altogether when they completely traverse the system, 
just as when, by throwing a stone into the water of a pool the 
waves formed can only cease when they reach the sides of the 
pool, and that is so, although the force may be so distributed 
that apparently they cease, before the sides are reached. But 
in this passage through the body symptoms are produced, and 
in this way—the disease vibrations reacting on the normal 
molecular vibrations evidently have the power of altering their 
swing, or, in other words, breaking up or disrupting them, 
so that new molecular motions, foreign to the body, are 
formed, or, at any rate, molecular motions that are inimical 
by their presence. By this process and in this way we assume 
that ptomaines are formed. To the production and presence 
of such ptomaines we attribute the symptoms of disease, such 
as fever, pain, &c.” 

Concerning that view of the production and action of 
ptomaines, it is well to note here that it is demonstrably 
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retrogressive in present therapeutic application, being materia¬ 
listic in nature, and opposed to the genius of homeopathy. 
These ptomaines are effects, not causes. Of course they in 
turn assume function of causation, as everything derived 
is cause or effect according to the sequential point of view 
from which it is regarded. But it is of the first practical 
importance to know positively whether these substances are 
cause or effect in the category which concerns us. For if they 
be accepted as causes in this relation, we at a step fall back 
into materialism, and in therapeutic effort are doomed to the 
failure which materialistic medicine has so long struggled in 
vain to evade. 

It is because the leading investigators and experimenters of 
the neo-materialistic school have fallen into this error that 
their most brilliant achievements of the laboratory have, at the 
touch of clinical application, been dissipated like so many 
irridescent soap-bubbles. Had Professor Koch, of “ con- 
sumption-cure ” notoriety, seen that the dangerous 11 lymph ” 
was primarily a visible effect of antecedent and invisible 
causes, and only secondarily itself a cause, his researches 
would have been directed away from matter into motion, and 
he would have entered the sphere of homeopathy unaware 
of the dreadful fact, and probably found himself at length con¬ 
fronted with its dismaying law. What might have happened 
then it would be idle to conjecture. It is hardly a specula¬ 
tion, however, to conclude that the dynamics of homeopathic 
attenuation at least would have come to light, while the 
sacrifice of many lives, and a world’s irrational expectations 
of transcendent therapeutics, would have been > prevented. 
But this by the way; what I have at present to deal with 
is the pivotal thought of the explanation of similia offered by 
Dr. Licorish. 

It is quite clear, to my mind, that Dr. Licorish has been 
misled by a figure of speech. When he presents to our view 
the pool of water with the wave-motions therein, he means 
us to regard it as correspondential with the human organism. 
The pool bears no such relation. It seems to me that it would 
be superfluous to show that it does not. One might in fairness 
take the pool of water as representative of one order of 
organic motions, say those of sensation, and thus as being 
truly illustrative of molecular motion in the organism. But 
to regard the circumference of the pool as correspondential 
with the circumference of the organism is absurd. If we 
would scientifically trace the molecular motions of the water 
of the pool, our difficulties would only begin where Dr. 
Licorish assumes that they end. For as the waves strike the 
shore they communicate their motion to whatever they happen 
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to impinge upon, and until the original impulse be atomically 
absorbed it is passed on from one thing to another, possibly 
undergoing many transformations on its way. It is not the 
pool which is the true correspondence of the organism, but 
the great world itself. The organism, thus regarded, has its 
seas and tides, rivers and rills, its continents, atmosphere, and 
so forth. 

Philosophers say that every sound of one’s voice vibrates 
throughout the universe, as the splash of the stone in the pool 
vibrates to the shore. That can be true only in the absolute, 
with which we are not concerned, at least now. 

If, keeping to the practical relative, we cannot pursue the 
waves of the pool beyond the pool’s edge, that is because of 
our incompetence, not because the wave-motion really ends 
there. Let the waves of the pool be merely large enough, 
and we may see with unaided eye the effects of their com¬ 
municated motion far beyond their own sphere. 

Dr. Licorish’s conception of “ a path through the organism ” 
for disease is, then, a result of misperception. Its application 
and ultimation will no more stand examination than does its 
genesis. I contend that there is no theoretical necessity for 
“ a wave of disturbance in the body, once started, continuing 
until the course be run." This contention is in no way 
antagonistic to the general physiological law that disease 
tends naturally to pass off downward and outwards—the 
pathological law tending to operate upward and inwards. 

That a homeopathic remedy, especially a single remedy, 
may prove in very many cases incompetent to arrest organic 
disturbance and yet be able to modify it, perhaps momentously, 
is what one might, a priori , expect. And I venture again to 
predict that there will yet be drawn an immense increase of 
therapeutic power both from combined and successive single 
remedies, prescribed with a deeper and clearer view than we 
now have of lines of propagation and cyclical movements of 
pathological motion. I have often seen astounding results of 
compound remedies, and also of successive single remedies 
rapidly administered, on successful application of the law 
that the resultant motion of the organic forces and of thera¬ 
peutic forces at every point is the algebraic sum of the motions 
impressed on that point. It must always be realised that the 
human organism is a real world of forces, a unity of many 
inter-related systems of motion—inter-communicable; and 
that if morbid motion be not absorbed in the system which 
radiates it, palliation of disease may be effected, but not cure 
—or apparent, temporary “ cure " may be achieved, only to 
lapse under the continued propagation and transformation of 
disordered motion. The simile of simple progression of the 
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molecular motion of water is utterly misleading when em¬ 
ployed as a correspondence to the organism of man. 
Immeasurably more accurate would be the figure of the solar 
system. Not only are the oscillations, periodicities, polarities 
of compound systems of complex molecules involved, but also 
atomic motions that are simply inscrutable in the aggregate— 
not to take into account ultra-magnetic systems of substance 
that are connected with the physical organism by its magnetic 
system. 

It is no doubt true that every motion impressed on the 
microcosm vibrates through it, but only in the sense corres- 
pondential to the absolute truth as regards the macrocosm. 

The physician has to deal with matter and motion in 
altogether different categories. In his practice it is possible to 
absorb disordered molecular motion (unless equilibrium be 
wholly overturned) in the sphere of its origin, by means of 
molecular motion induced under the homeopathic law. Because 
absorption of molecular motion does not signify dissipation of 
it, but transformation into atomic motions, and possibly escape 
thence into the “ rest ” of the ultra-atomic. 

“ Waves are absorbed whose vibrations synchronise with 
those of the molecules or atoms on which they impinge,” says 
Professor Tyndall. “ If then, after the passage of vapour to 
the liquid state, the same waves be absorbed as were absorbed 
prior to the passage, it is a proof that the molecules which have 
utterly changed their periods cannot be the seat of the absorp¬ 
tion; and we are driven to conclude that it is to the atoms , 
whose rates of vibration are unchanged by the change of 
aggregation, that the wave motion is transferred.” 

Again quoting from the same source: “ Supposing waves of 
any period to impinge upon an assemblage of molecules of any 
other period, it is, I think, physically certain that a tremor of 
greater or less intensity will be set up amongst the molecules ; 
but for the motion to accumulate, so as to produce sensible 
absorption, coincidence of period is necessary. Briefly defined, 
therefore, transparency is synonymous with discord , while 
opacity is synonymous with accord between the periods of the 
waves of ether and those of the atoms of the body on which 
they impinge.” This is in agreement with McLauchlin’s 
theory of immunity. It also explains why the same environ¬ 
ment of contagion variously reacts on different organisms, and 
why the therapeutic action of remedies is in the ratio of their 
true homeopathicity. 

Dr. Licorish regards McLauchlin’s theory as one of oppo¬ 
sition, and his own as a theory of accommodation, which two 
theories he views as mutually contradictory and exclusive. 
4 ‘ McLauchlin is led to look at the forces of nature as being 
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operated on the basis of opposition, whilst I,” says Dr. 
Licorish, “ now in accordance with the laws of evolution, 
believe I see in the works of nature, not opposition so much, 
as modification or accommodation.” 

Surely Dr. Licorish does not doubt that the forces of nature 
are “operated on the basis of opposition”? I take it as 
universally conceded that the primary forces outworking all 
things are positive and negative, action and reaction—and that 
these are in “ opposition.” I think it is also universally 
conceded that the universe displays infinite adaptations, as out¬ 
come of action and reaction, and therein is “ modification or 
accommodation” as an effect of “ opposition.” They are not 
mutually exclusive, nor contradictory. They are both true. 
But the law of “ accommodation ” is physiological , not patho¬ 
logical, which latter implies opposition, as the former signifies 
adaptation. Drug habit, that Dr. Licorish supposes to afford 
him the strongest evidence in confirmation of his theories, 
clearly exemplifies the truth I am now maintaining. “ Even 
the deadly arsenic,” which he cites, strikingly illustrates both 
the physiological law of adaptation and the pathological law of 
opposition. It is well known that the *rsenic-eaters of Styria 
consume large quantities of the drug throughout a lifetime, 
and keep in remarkable health, apparently in some respects the 
better for it, so wonderfully do the physiological laws operate. 
Yet if the arsenic-eater suddenly cease altogether to eat the 
drug, he soon demonstrates himself the victim of arsenic 
poisoning. The pathological action is in this case as intelligible 
as the physiological, and they are typical. 

Although this “ path ” theory has perhaps been sufficiently 
criticised, a few remarks about it have still to be made. It is 
alleged that immunity, natural and acquired, is conferred by 
means of the pathway for disease, and that this pathway 
remains indefinitely, “because vital action has always a strong 
tendency to repeat itself.” This same pathway, formed per¬ 
manently through heredity, is likewise said to be the means of 
racial immunity. Now there is a contradiction here which I 
must point out. 

It is, undoubtedly, a general truth that vital action has a 
tendency to repeat itself. But the strength of that tendency 
is, in general, proportionate to its typical nature. Otherwise, 
species could not exist. Vital action that is characteristic of 
the race has necessarily the strongest tendency to repeat itself, 
and such vital action is normal, not that of disease. Conse¬ 
quently it is the normal motions which, in general, have the 
strongest tendency to repeat themselves continuously even in 
the individual. In the race this is obvious. I offer as the real 
explanation of immunity the idea of the elimination of latent 
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morbid motions by actual disease or prophylaxis. When an 
organism is susceptible to infection it is not in stable equili¬ 
brium—stable, that is, in relation to the infective environment. 
Disease, or disorder, may be said to be latent in it. 

When the forces of infection impinge on the negatively sym¬ 
pathetic forces of the organism, the former evoke the morbid 
organic motion, and by absorption accumulate energy (hence 
multiplication of germs) till the organic responsiveness culmin¬ 
ates (hence the phenomena of a crisis); whereupon polarities 
are reversed, the organism now becoming positive, and attract¬ 
ing to itself its own disorganised forces while repelling those 
which are inimical to its integrity. 

When a race is peculiarly subjected to this process, the 
individuals of it who come successfully through the ordeal 
gradually build up the race immunity through natural selection 
and survival of the fittest. 

“ It is an unquestionable deduction from the persistence of 
force,” says Herbert Spencer, in The Principles of Biology , 
“that in every individual organism each new incident force 
must work its equivalent of change; and that where it is a, 
constant or recurrent force, the limit of the change it works 
must be an adaptation of structure such as opposes to the new 
outer force an equal inner force. The only thing open to 
question is, whether such readjustment is inheritable ; and 
further consideration will, I think, show that to say it is not 
inheritable is indirectly to say that force does not persist.” 

There yet remain three unnoticed items of the proof of the 
theory advanced by Dr. Licorish, and these I may as well 
include in my review, thus covering the entire ground of his 
argument. 

Dr. Licorish observing that he has been able in most cases- 
of typhoid fever, seen early, to obtain a normal temperature 
between the seventh day and the fourteenth, and that “the 
disease could not be said to be cured, for the slightest excess in 
eating or movement would give rise to an abnormal temperature 
and other symptoms of the disease,” this was yet inexplicable 
to him until the germ theory of disease solved the problem. 
Since it is in the bowels that the germs of typhoid fever 
multiply, the germ theorist concludes that the way to cure his 
typhoid patient is to starve the typhoid germs out. (Dr. 
Licorish does not appear to notice that this explanation leaves 
his favourite path.) Here let me again assert that disease 
germs are effects before they become causes. Let me add, 
that these germs are retrogressive forms of legitimate life con¬ 
stituted by composition of pathological forces, the germs of 
specific diseases being differentiated from each other by corres¬ 
ponding differences in compositions of pathological forces and 
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-environment. The germ theory of disease is true, so far as it 
goes. Its comparative unfruitfulness in therapeutics is due to 
the fact that a secondary truth is mistaken for a primary one, 
and is thus misapplied. 

Dr. Licorish himself states that typhoid relapse occurred in 
his experience from the slightest excess in eating or in move¬ 
ment , which latter fact he has neglected to consider, or has 
misinterpreted. 

I need hardly remark, that because temperature is restored 
to the normal, there is not therefore reason to conclude 
that disease is cured. Many forms of disease leave the tem¬ 
perature normal. And it is scarcely necessary to observe, 
that relapse, either from excess of eating or movement, is 
easily and naturally explainable by instability of equilibrium of 
the previously greatly disordered organic forces. 

“ If a person in health takes in appreciable quantities any 
one of the normal mineral constituents of the body, as iron or 
lime, there will come a time when the system will present 
every sign of the absence of such a constituent." “ This I 
explain," Dr. Licorish says, “ on the theory that an unnatural 
channel through the body has been formed, through which the 
constituent passes, and by which the system may be ultimately 
robbed of even the normal amount which is ordinarily present." 

Such unnatural channels are not, I protest, so easily made. 
Unassimilated matter passes from the organism by the familiar 
paths which have been molecularly trodden since man began. 
How, then, does the organism fail to assimilate, in the circum¬ 
stances described, constituents normal to it? Simply by 
exhaustion, pro tem. or permanently, of the organic powers of 
attraction over the constituents in question, and possibly 
ultimate repulsion of them. The constituents of food and 
remedial medicine do not seek out and reach out to their 
affinities in the organism, save negatively. It is the latter 
which through perpetual operations of organic analysis dis¬ 
covers what it requires, and by inherent powers of attraction 
draws to itself the elements which it integrates. 

Lastly, a few words in opposition to the reformatory sug¬ 
gestions put forward by Dr. Licorish in regard to homeopathic 
provings and posology. 

The problem of the latter Dr. Licorish believes to be merely 
an exercise in simple arithmetical proportion. And “ we must 
ask and determine for ourselves this simple problem in pro¬ 
portion," he says. “If it takes so much to excite symptoms 
in a healthy person, how much will it take, of a similar 
potency, to produce death, or gross pathological lesions in an 
animal?" Which “healthy" person of the innumerable 
varieties in the world, and which animal ? 
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What a preposterous proposal! When it is well known that 
no two individuals are affected alike by the same pathogenetic 
dose of any drug, and that the effect of a given dose of a drug 
on one animal is no criterion of its action on another ; that the 
action of a drug on any animal cannot be taken as represen¬ 
tative of the action of the same drug on human beings, and 
that even the effect on one human individual of a drug in any 
dose affords us no proof that the same drug will develop in 
another individual similar symptoms from the same dose of it, 
or, indeed, from any other dose. 

As Drysdale well says: “ There are two classes of drug- 
effects, viz., the absolute and the contingent; the one resulting 
in almost every subject of the influence, as the mydriasis of 
Belladonna , the other requiring for its development a special 
susceptibility of the prover, and, like the disease itself, not to 
be produced at will. It is symptoms of this contingent order 
which most closely resemble the phenomena of idiopathic 
disease and avail best for the working out of the rule similia 
similibus .” 

Authorities on homeopathy agree about the pre-eminent 
value of the contingent effects as guides to therapeutic uses of 
drugs, as they are at one in regard to the rule of similia itself, 
differ as they may with respect to scientific explanations of 
both. Now, why should these contingent effects have greater 
clinical value than the other class ? This fact is not one we 
would, a priori, have expected, quite as the law of similia is 
not one which ordinary experience would have prepared us to 
discover. It is, I think, unquestionably because the contingent 
effects are manifestations of latent tendencies to disease more 
than of the positive force of the drug. Eliciting individual 
idiosyncrasies, the drug thus evidences fine affinities, and 
indicates at the same time the organic states to which it is 
specially adapted in the negative relation. Because the fact of 
contingency in relation to drug-effects proves that they are 
other than mere characteristics of such drugs—marks them off 
as particular indications for use in the homeopathic, or nega¬ 
tive, relation; while the contingency which characterises 
disease-effects supplies the explanation of their relatively easy 
and speedy extinction by the similar remedy. Drug-effect 
force and disease-effect force are brought into negative and 
positive relation, by which means atomic absorption of disor¬ 
dered motion is effected, and molecular harmony restored. 
Organic idiosyncrasies are forces in the highest degree respon¬ 
sive to drug-forces in their negative relation. A positively 
related drug acts, as such, by overpowering individual peculi¬ 
arities, and producing, generally, its own specific effects, and 
the antipathic value of the drug is in the ratio of its absolutism. 

23 
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On the contrary, a negatively related drag, as such, cannot 
produce any vital effect of its own, and can act sensibly at all 
only in relation to specific states of the individual organism, 
i.e., in relation to disordered, or contingent, conditions. There¬ 
fore, the absolute effects of drugs have necessarily chief value 
in antipathic application, as manifestations of absorption taking 
place under the lower law of contraria ; whilst the contingent 
effects of necessity have supreme value in homeopathic appli¬ 
cation, as manifestations of absorption occurring under the 
higher law of similia. 

There is an order of drug-effects between the positive and 
the negative, but these I have no call to treat of now—I allude 
to the effects of drugs in their passive relation to the organism, 
and these are properly the physiological, as distinct from the 
pathogenetic and the dynamic, or positive and negative effects. 

As truly in provings as in therapeutics would it be fatuous 
to limit ourselves to the exhibition of one large dose, noting 
the effects—a proposal put forward by Dr. Licorish with regard 
to provings. There is in the case no criterion of largeness or 
smallness of dose, save the criterion set up by the organism 
itself at the time of our dealing with it, either pathogenetically 
or therapeutically. A few drops of the mother tincture of a 
drug may in one case act antipathically, in another case 
physiologically, and yet in another case homeopathically. 

The 6th centesimal attenuation, the 30th, or even the 
200th, may in peculiar cases act pathogenetically. Examples 
of such action are not wanting in our accredited literature. 
The mother tincture itself, in a “ large " dose, will fail to 
develop any pathogenetic symptom at all, if the health of the 
organism be such that it remain positive, in stable equilibrium. 

A personal word in conclusion. If this article prove rather 
hard and slow reading, let the considerate reader not complain. 
I can assure him of my lively sympathy, for the writing was 
worse than the reading. 

The science of homeopathy is as profound and subtle as its 
art is fine and high, and it is due to the outer world no less 
than to believers in this most beautiful system of medicine, 
that its exegesis be as scientific and philosophical as possible, 
regardless of all varieties of personal considerations. 
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HERING MEDICAL COLLEGE. 

By J. Majumdab, M.D. 

I have often been told by medical men that there are 
too many medical schools in the United States, and 
especially so in Chicago, where there are some six or 
eight medical colleges. What, then, is the use of the 
“Hering”? Why carry coal to Newcastle? 

It is true, in fact painfully true, that there are too 
many medical schools, and I have often thought what 
a grand thing it would be if all the learned men of our 

P rofession would join hands and say that we will have 
ut one school, and take in such students as are fit to be 
medical men, instead of one or two of these grand men 
starting a college with a hundred followers who are all 
wanting to be demonstrators, lecturers, and professors, 
and who are more fit to be janitors of medical colleges. 

But, then, such was not the cause for starting Henng. 
There was need for such a school. It was the perpetua¬ 
tion and glorification of immortal Hahnemann’s homeo¬ 
pathy that stirred the spirit in such men as Allen and 
Hawkes—men who have been at the helm of some of 
these so-called homeopathic schools, where they have 
tried, and tried in vain, to teach the real homeopathy 
of Hahnemann, Boenninghausen, Lippe, and Hering. 
And so it was that some six years ago a school was 
started with such men as H. C. Allen, W. J. Hawkes, 
J. R. Boynton, J. A. Tomhagen, &c., &c., whose aim it 
was to teach the student how to treat his patients accord¬ 
ing to the scientific laws (natural laws) of homeopathy 
as discovered by Hahnemann and as practised by him and 
his true followers ; and not tell the student that “ homeo¬ 
pathy is very good except where stimulants and sedatives 
are necessary.” 

In 1894, when I entered Hering, according to the 
wishes of my father, Dr. P. C. Majumdar, I knew not 
the difference between a rose and a thorn, and often 
regretted in my mind that I had been sent to such a 
small school (as it was then; it entered its new com¬ 
modious and spacious quarters in the new building last 
year) instead of being sent to one of these large colleges 
with a hundred M.D.’s and LL.D.’s on the list of their 
faculty. But to-day I think differently, and it is my 
belief that every man who has heard Dean Allen trying 
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to impress upon the student the importance of the totality 
of symptoms as the sole guide in prescribing for the 
patient, or who has heard Prof. Hawkes trying to get 
the characteristics of a certain remedy from the stu¬ 
dent, or Prof. Tomhagen lecturing on locomotor ataxia, 
polio-myelitis anterior, or one of those clinical cases of 
his, thinks the same as I do. It was a lucky day for 
me when I entered Hering with Prof. Allen. In short, 
Hering tries to teach the student “ how to cure the sick,’* 
and not how to pander to the phantom pleasures of the 
so-called man of science. Polypharmacy and the so-called 
palliative treatment are not taught in this school. And 
that is the reason why a Hering graduate, a true Hahne- 
mannian, always says: “I will rather stand on the rock 
of science and shake hands with any allopath who sin¬ 
cerely believes in what he is doing, than fraternise with 
one who professes one thing and practises another, and 
who is a disturbing element m the progress of science and 
truth.” 


TWO NOTABLE HEART REMEDIES. 

We have been intending for some time past to repro¬ 
duce two important articles on very well-known plants 
which have proved to have powerful action on the heart, 
but have been compelled to hold them over for want of 
space. The first of these which we now reprint is taken 
from the New England Medical Gazette . It is by Dr. 
Cushing on the common bean Phaseolus Nana. 

PHASEOLUS, THE NEW HEART REMEDY.* 

“ By request I appear before you to-day, and I pre¬ 
sume you will be disappointed if my paper is not on some 
new remedy ; and such it is—a remedy, I think, worthy 
the careful investigation of every homoeopathic physician 
—Phaseolus Nana , or the common white bean. It is un¬ 
necessary for me to say to you that Boston is called a 
bean-eating city, or refer to the many sudden deaths 
there or in its vicinity from brain or heart trouble, nor 
how in a certain way young men grow old. Can you tell 
me the cause ? I shall not take the time to report the 

* Bead before the Massachusetts Homeopathic Medical Sociehf. 
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proving I made, nor why I began it, nor how I prepared 
it, nor its wonderful effects upon the nervous system, the 
genital organs, stomach, bowels, or kidneys, in the prov¬ 
ings, referring only to three symptoms. A medical 
student has made a short but interesting proving of the 
remedy, confirming some of my symptoms. While my 
proving was going on nicely, I suddenly felt a curious 
sensation in the region of the heart. It was so sudden 
and strange I immediately felt of my pulse and found it 
very irregular and feeble, so much so I think I was 
frightened, at least I did not take any more of the 
medicine. Never before had I had any irregular action 
of the heart. Soon after, I read that foreign physicians 
were using a decoction of the growing bean and pod 
for dropsy. 

“About that time I was called to see a hopeless case of 
uterine cancer with severe general dropsy. I prescribed 
the best I knew and decided to try the bean remedy. 
Several days elapsed before I could get any, and then only 
the dry pods, as it was in December. I steeped them 
and gave it with apparent relief. I report this case more 
especially to speak of the final result. I called one day 
expecting to find her quite comfortable, but found her 
dead. She suddenly screamed, ‘ Oh, my head! * grasped 
it with both hands and was dead. 

“ Months later, after an experience with another patient 
which I will report later, it suddenly dawned upon me 
that possibly the bean decoction might have hastened 
her death. 

“ I was called to see a man about forty-five, suffering 
from general dropsy with heart and other complications, 
who had been under the care of a homeopathic physician 
some time. Although he had taken Digitalis , Stroph - 
anthus , Strychnia , Nitroglycerine , Salts , &c., he had been 
unable to he down for two weeks. I prescribed for him, 
but as soon as I could I prepared and gave him the bean- 
pod decoction. In about one week he was able to lie 
down in bed, and his legs, which at my first visit 
measured over twenty-one inches in circumference, 
measured fifteen inches. Then hay fever appeared, and 
by the advice of nineteen or twenty-five women an old- 
school expert from New York wrs called and I was left 
out. 

“The following cases, having symptoms similar to 
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those developed in the proving, were given the same pre¬ 
parations as those used in the proving. 

“A man, aged sixty-nine, a retired clergyman on 
account of a heart disease that had troubled him many 
years, yet no physician had been able to satisfactorily 
diagnose it, came home from a trip where he had un¬ 
wisely preached twice, greatly exhausted. The heart’s 
action was weak and irregular, growing weaker each day 
for a few days, when he was entirely pulseless at both 
wrists, which continued four days in spite of my best 
efforts. I then gave him Phaseohis 9x, and in a 
few hours there was an improvement, and in thirty-six 
hours his pulse was regular and strong, about seventy 
per minute; and it remained so till my last visit, one 
half-hour before his death, two weeks after beginning the 
medicine. I was called to New York and returned too 
late to make a post-mortem examination. Among his 
children were a public school-teacher and a college pro¬ 
fessor. I told them what I was giving, and they watched 
the case very closely and were surprised at its effects. 
Later they asked me if I would send some of the same 
medicine to a friend in Connecticut who had no money but 
a bad heart, said by the doctor there and an expert in 
Boston to be a weak heart. I sent the medicine and two 
weeks later they wrote : ‘ His breath is not as short, his 
limbs were not as badly swollen, could walk and sleep 
better, but they did not know as he was any better.’ I 
sent more medicine and have not heard from that. 

“ A lady living in the West, aged about fifty, had been 
ailing several years. Her greatest complaint was a weak, 
bad-acting heart. I treated her for a few months with 
general improvement, but she complained of a weak, 
tired, bad-acting and bad-feeling heart. I sent her 
Phaseolus 9x, and later she wrote me that forty-eight 
hours after commencing the last medicine sent, her heart 
wheeled into line all right and remains so. 

“ A lady, aged eighty-seven, had diarrhea, which was- 
soon relieved, then I found her heart acted badly, about 
every third beat omitted, and she said it had been so for 
a year or more. I gave her Phaseolus, and two days later 
her pulse w*as all right. 

“ Dr. Brown, of Springfield, reported a case of a young 
man that only once in two weeks did he get his pulse up 
to sixty, ranging from fifty to fifty-five the two weeks. 
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He gave Phaseolus 6, which I furnished him, and the 
next forenoon his pulse was seventy-two and remained so. 

“Iwill report only one more case treated with this 
remedy, one which I think very interesting. 

“A lady physician, aged thirty, married, no children, 
never has been sick except with childhood diseases. Two 
years ago had considerable mental trouble and rode a 
bicycle a good deal. Since that time, two years ago, five 
times each minute, or about that, her heart would give 
one hard unpleasant throb, then omit one beat, this in 
the daytime, but much worse at night, preventing sleep. 
Being in something of a hurry, I did not examine the 
heart, thinking there would be plenty of time later, but 
gave her Phaseolus , the 10 I think. Thirty-six hours 
later the heart would beat one hundred consecutive times 
without the slightest variation and it continued to im¬ 
prove, although after taking the medicine thirty-six hours 
she was obliged to desist on account of a severe headache. 
She is never subject to headaches, but it was so bad she 
dared not take any more of the medicine. It was as if 
something was pressing hard against each temple, much 
worse soon after taking each dose of the medicine. This 
headache led me to fear that the death I mentioned might 
have been hastened by the medicine. 

“ A medical conundrum. A lady, aged about thirty, 
decided she would investigate the next world to see if she 
could enjoy it better than this, and called in the aid of 
Morphine to help her along. Not being in the habit of 
taking Moiphine, to disguise the bitter of it, placed a 
tablet of Morphine in the middle of a baked bean and 
swallowed it whole. She took her little dose in the even¬ 
ing, having eaten nothing since noon, and went to sleep. 
At seven in the morning she awoke and was surprised to 
find herself in this world. When asked if she would get 
np, replied, No, she would sleep a little longer. At 11 a.m. 
she awoke and tried to get up, but could not walk, so 
crawled to the door and opened it to let in fresh air. A 
servant found her there, and at her request handed her 
the camphor-bottle, and she took a little. Dr. Rowe was 
called and said she vomited a little mucus, some dark 
specks that looked like blood, and a small piece of lettuce 
she ate the noon before. She had taken twelve and one- 
half grains of Morphine. Did the lettuce antidote it ? 
Did the bean destroy its power ? Why did it not kill her ? ” 
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The next remedy to be mentioned is the Common 
Hawthorn— Cratcegus Oxyacantha. The article upon it 
we take from the Homeopathic Recorder of December last. 

CRATMGUS OXYACANTHA IN THE TREATMENT OF 
HEART DISEASE. 

The New York Medical Journal of October 10, 1896, 
contains a letter from Dr. M. C. Jennings under the above 
heading that is interesting, and introduces a remedy 
which may be of some considerable use in the treatment 
of certain forms of heart disease. This is the substance 
of the letter :— 

“ Until about two years ago there lived at Ennis, 
County Clare, Ireland, a well-known physician named 
Greene. 

“ Dr. Greene was well and favourably known over the 
greater part of Ireland and parts of England and Scot¬ 
land for professional skill and learning, but chiefly for his 
reputed ability to cure heart disease. 

“ People flocked to him from all parts of the land to be 
treated for that disease. 

“ He amassed a good deal of money out of his secret 
remedy, but lost caste with the profession for refusing to 
disclose his secret. About two years ago he died, and his 
daughter, a Mrs. Graham, the sole beneficiary of his will, 
directed the executor of the will to make public the heart 
cure. This he did, and it was found to consist of 
Cratcegus Oxyacantha. 

“ Dr. Jennings procured some of the fruit and prepared 
the remedy himself. In practice he obtained the follow¬ 
ing results:— 

“ Case I. was that of a Mr. B., aged seventy-three 
years. I found him gasping for breath when I entered 
the room, with a pulse-rate of 158 and very feeble ; great 
edema of lower limbs and abdomen. A more desperate 
case could hardly be found. I gave him fifteen drops of 
Cratcegus in half a wineglass of water. In fifteen 
minutes the pulse-beat was 126 and stronger, and breath¬ 
ing was not so laboured. In twenty-five minutes pulse-beat 
110, and the force was still increasing; breathing much 
easier. He now got ten drops in same quantity of water, 
and in one hour from the time I entered the house, he 
was, for the first time in ten days, able to lie horizontally 
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on the bed. I made an examination of the heart, and 
found mitral regurgitation from valvular deficiency, with 
great enlargement. For the edema I prescribed Hy¬ 
drargyrum Cum Creta, Squill , and Digitalis. He received 
ten drops four times a day of the Crataegus , and was 
permitted to use some light beer, to which he had become 
accustomed, at meal time. 

“ He made a rapid, and apparently full, recovery until, 
in three months, he felt as well as any man of his age in 
Chicago. He, occasionally, particularly in the change of 
weather, takes some of the Crataegus , which, he says, 
quickly stops shortness of breath, or pain in the heart. 
His father and a brother died of heart disease. 

“Case II. was that of a young woman. I was met in 
the hall-way of her home, as I entered, with the announce¬ 
ment that she was dead. 

“I went in and found that she was not quite dead, 
though apparently so. I put five or six drops of Nitrite 
of Amyl to her nose, and alternately pressing and re¬ 
laxing the chest, so as to imitate natural breathing, I 
soon had her able to open her eyes and speak. I gave 
her hypodermically ten drops, and in less than half an 
hour she was able to talk and describe her feelings. An 
examination revealed a painfully anemic condition of the 
patient, but without any discoverable lesions of the heart, 
except functional. 

“The pulse was hardly perceptible for twenty minutes 
after she received the hypodermic injection; after that 
lapse of time it grew slowly, strong, and less numerous, 
and at the end of half an hour was fairly good. 

“A chronic dysentery and indigestion, which were 
responsible for her trouble, having oeen cured, the heart 
trouble and nervous state gradually responded to the 
general improvement until, at the end of ten weeks, the 
girl was in a perfect state of health. 

“ She received ten drops of Crataegus after meals, 
three times a day for one month—after that only occasion¬ 
ally. Her heart trouble, though very dangerous, was 
only functional, and resulted from the want of proper 
assimilation of the food, due chiefly to the dyspeptic state 
and dysentery. 

“Case III. was that of a lady from Louisville. She 
had come hither and put herself under the care of a 
faith-cure man, and had grown worse daily, until she was 
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taken with dyspnea at the time I was called to her. 
She could have lived but a short time if relief was not 
promptly given her. She was suffering from compen¬ 
satory enlargement of the heart from mitral insufficiency. 
A married sister and her father had similar trouble, she 
said. Her treatment was ten drops of Cratcegus in half 
a wineglass of water, four times a day after eating, with 
a pill consisting of Hydrargyrum Gum Greta , Digitalis , 
and Squill . When any indication of salivation became 
evident the pill was omitted until the gums or mouth 
had become normal. After one month all active treat¬ 
ment, except a tonic, had been succeeded by an occasional 
treatment only for the next succeeding two months, 
and which consisted in giving the patient the medicine 
once or twice daily, and only increasing the frequency of 
the dose when a lowering barometer or heavy atmosphere 
indicated possible heart trouble. This patient returned 
to Louisville in three months apparently well, or at least 
with neither subjective nor objective signs of disease of 
the heart. 

“In a letter from her, three months afterward, she said 
she was feeling well, but that she would not feel fully 
secure without some of the Cratcegus . 

“ The forty other cases ran courses somewhat similar 
to the three cited—all having been apparently cured. Yet 
I am not satisfied, beyond a doubt, that any of those 
patients were completely cured, except those whose 
troubles of the heart were functional, like the second 
case cited. And it is possible, and even probable, that in 
weather of a heavy atmosphere, or when it is surcharged 
with electricity, or if the patient be subjected to great 
excitement or sudden and violent commotion or exercise, 
he may suffer again therewith. That the medicine has 
a remarkable influence on the diseased heart must, I 
think, be admitted. From experiments on dogs and cats 
made by myself, it appears to influence the vagi and 
cardio inhibitory centres, and diminishes the pulse rate, 
increases the intraventricular pressure, and thus filling 
the heart with blood causes retardation of the beat, and 
an equilibrium between the general blood pressure and 
force of the beat. Cardiac impulse, after a few days* use 
of the Cratcegus , is greatly strengthened, and yields that 
low, soft tone, so characteristic of the first sound, as 
shown by the cardiograph. The entire central nervous 
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system seems to be influenced favourably by its use; the 
appetite increases and assimilation and nutrition improve, 
showing an influence over the sympathetic and the solar 
plexus. Also a sense of quietude and well-being rests on 
the patient, and he who before its use was cross, melan¬ 
cholic and irritable, after a few days of its use shows 
marked signs of improvement in his mental state. I 
doubt if it is indicated in fatty enlargement. The dose 
which I have found to be the most available, is from ten 
to fifteen drops after meals or food. If taken before food 
it may, in very susceptible patients, cause nausea. I find 
also that after its use for a month it may be well to dis¬ 
continue for a week or two, when it should be renewed 
for another month or so. Usually three months seem to 
be the proper time for actual treatment, and after that 
only at such times as a warning pain of the heart or 
dyspnea may point out. Digitalis , in some form, should 
be used as an adjunct to the Cratcegus .” 


MATERIA MEDICA MISCELLANY. 

By J. R. P. Lambert, M.D. 

The Skin Symptoms of Mezereum. —Dr. Hoyne, writing 
on the action of Mezereum on the skin, gives the following 
indications for its use. It is always indicated in skin 
diseases characterised by unbearable itching increased 
by scratching, or when undressing; thick, crusty masses 
covering the scalp and face; portions of scalp have a 
dirty, chalky look; pus forms freely under the crusts, 
often ichorous in character. These symptoms may be 
accompanied by an offensive diarrhea. Itching occurring 
in the evening in bed, and changed to burning by touch 
and scratching, sensitiveness to touch and constant chilli¬ 
ness. It is also indicated in ulcers with an areola, sensitive 
and easily bleeding, painful at night, with tendency to 
formation of scab under which pus collects. It also 
produces formication on the scalp above the eyebrows, 
m the outer ear, in lobe of left ear, and often over the 
whole body. It is said to be particularly useful in pruritus 
senilis in lean persons, the hairs of the scalp bristle being 
elevated by the erectores pili.— Am, Horn. 

Berberis Aquifolium—some Pathogenetic Symptoms .— 
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A writer in the Homeopathic Recorder proved this drug 
with 10-15 drop doses of the mother tincture—first and 
second day two doses, third day one in morning. On this 
day noticed first sense of nausea with thick-headedness. 
The nausea increased till it became really oppressive and 
caused rather severe straining, exactly similar to attacks 
of biliousness, which he was liable to. As soon as the 
straining was over he was seized with a headache such as 
he never had experienced, described as a sensation of a 
strong, well-defined, unyielding band about two inches 
wide passing entirely round the head just above the ears, 
which kept growing tighter and tighter. To relieve this 
symptom he first applied a cold wet towel with but little 
relief; he then took strong coffee as an antidote, and the 
pain gradually decreased. Next day he was exceedingly 
tremulous in nerves and unsteady in gait. Since this 
proving whenever he feels a sensation of biliousness he 
takes Berberis Aq. and has no trouble compared to what 
he used to have. 

Filix Mas and Amaurosis .—Massius has reported two 
cases of amaurosis caused by the ethereal extract of the 
male fern. Grosz has reported another, as follows: A 
cabinet-maker, twenty-nine years old, had complained of 
pains in the stomach for several months. He was treated 
for these but without success. Finally, he went to a 
drug store and asked for something for tapeworm. The 
druggist gave him some capsules, each containing twenty- 
five centigrams of male fern and an equal amount of 
pomegranate rind. The patient took thirty-tw’o of these 
capsules and some Castor Oil. In the evening he 
began to feel ill; the next day he had diarrhea and 
became unconscious, while by the following day he was 
completely blind. He then consulted a physician, who 
found complete mydriasis and amaurosis, with a normal 
fundus. Eight days afterward an atrophy of the optic 
nerve was present. 

The toxic action was due to the extract of male fern, 
which causes mydriasis, amblyopia, amaurosis. The 
toxic dose varies from four to forty-five grams, depend¬ 
ing upon the freshness of the preparation, the rate of 
absorption in the intestines, and also on the presence of 
Castor Oil . Experiments upon animals have shown that 
Cantor Oil favours the absorption of male fern. In one 
case, given without the oil, it was quite harmless; when 
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the oil was added, half the previous dose caused the 
animal’s death. The author urges that the sale of 
vermifuge medicines should be forbidden without a 
physician’s prescription.— Am. Horn. 

Carbon Disulphide Poisoning. —Stadelmann had the 
opportunity to observe three cases of chronic poisoning 
by carbon disulphide, taking place in a vulcanite factoiy. 
In addition to the symptoms of extreme digestive dis¬ 
orders, there were tremor, giddiness, ringing in ears with 
poor hearing, inability to sleep, muscular weakness, 
trembling, more or less marked ataxia, strong increase 
of mechanical muscular irritability, disturbances of sight 
and sensibility, Komberg’s symptom, incontinence of 
urine, and sexual impotence.— Am. Horn. 

Belladonna and Digitalis in Exophthalmic Goitre —The 
following case is reported in the Revue Homeopathique: 
M. S., aged 18, had been ill about one year before seeking 
advice. He had been under allopathic treatment without 
benefit. He had marked exophthalmos, a consider¬ 
able goitre and a pulse of 170. His hand trembled when 
the arm was raised. The action of the heart was tumul¬ 
tuous and he had a constant sensation of palpitation ; no 
signs of valvular disease could be heard. The thyroid 
was considerably enlarged, and one could feel in it a 
constant vibratory movement. The treatment was 
Belladonna in low dilution, with Digitalis occasionally 
for attacks of palpitation. Under this treatment the 
young man gradually recovered, the perspiration ceased, 
the trembling went off, the exophthalmos and the goitre 
diminished and the heart’s action became normal, and in 
a few months he was quite well.— Med. Cent. 

Iodoform and Locomotor A taxia. —In the pathogenesis 
of Iodoform , published by Dr. Marc Jousset, we find the 
following symptoms, which are somewhat similar to loco¬ 
motor ataxia: Great weakness of the legs, impossible to 
stand, walking very difficult when the eyes are closed, 
stiffness of the limb, dilation of the pupils ; they contract 
unequally and react poorly to light; diplopia, paralysis of 
the sphincters. Iodoform has Deen used successfully in 
tubercular meningitis, and evidently exercises a marked 
action on the nervous system.— Ibid. 

Cocaine Hallucinations. — Magnan described as a 
characteristic symptom of Cocaine poisoning an halluci-. 
nation of sensation which consisted of a sensation as if 
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foreign bodies were under the skin, generally small, round 
substances like grains of sand. 

Korsakoff reported the case of a woman suffering from 
multiple neuritis, who complained of a sensation as if a 
worm were under the skm. This woman was being 
treated at the same time for a uterine affection by means 
of vaginal tampons containing Cocaine . A discontinuance 
of these caused the subcutaneous sensation to disappear. 
— Ibid . 

Four Cases of Actinomycosis of the Face and Neck 
cured by the Iodide of Potash. —Dr. Meunier recently 
related before the Paris Academy of Medicine four 
cases of cervico-facial actinomycosis which he had 
treated successfully by the Iodide of Potash . The 
disease in this region, though often confounded with 
other affections, presents decided characteristics. Three 
periods are recognisable. The first is characterised by a 
pronounced tumefaction and a compact induration of an 
inflammatory appearance. The second period presents, 
in the superficial layers of the epidermis, nodes and 
fungous tumours. These tumours become the seat of 
small miliary abscesses, which give rise to fistulous 
tracts. In the third period the affection invades the 
bones of the face, producing considerable lesions and a 
rapidly fatal cachexia. Neither glandular involvement 
nor generalisation is ever observed. The actinomycosis 
seems to extend by contiguity, and not by the lymphatics 
nor the blood-vessels. It is to be differentiated from 
external lesions produced by carious teeth, phlegmonous 
processes from breaking down of a lymphatic gland, 
abscess from a periostitis ; tuberculosis of the cervical 
glands; syphilitic lesions, malignant tumours of the 
maxillary bone. Errors will be prevented by searching 
for the “ ray fungus,” which is of a yellowish, greenish, or 
white colour. The Iodide of Potash is a specific in the 
disease ; it does not act directly upon the fungus, but by 
rendering the soil incapable of furnishing it nutrition. 
Treatment will vary from six weeks to two months (La 
Semaine Midicale). — Hahn . Monthly. 

Manganum in Catarrhal Deafness. —Dr. A. W. Palmer 
has reported following case of catarrhal deafness of three 
months standing. Miss H., aged 38, seamstress, com¬ 
plained of dull hearing, dryness of throat with hoarse¬ 
ness, itching in ears, loud rumbling in right ear (worse at 
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night), crackling sound in ears on blowing nose, deafness 
in damp weather. Mang. 6 t.d.s. removed the symptoms 
in three weeks. The marked fact of deafness from damp 
weather led to the selection of the drug.— N. A. J. H. 


SOCIETY’S MEETING. 


BRITISH HOMEOPATHIC SOCIETY. 

ANNUAL ASSEMBLY. 

The tenth meeting of the session was held at the London 
Homeopathic Hospital on Wednesday, June 30, at 8 p.m., Dr. 
Madden, the president, being in the chair. 

The section of general medicine and pathology had made 
arrangements for a clinical evening, which was the first held 
by the society for some years, and was a great success. Nine 
eases in all were shown. Dr. Burford showed a case of renal 
calculus in a woman on whom Professor Ann an dale of Edinburgh 
had three times performed lumbar nephrotomy, first on the 
left side and then twice on the right, each time removing some 
calculi, but without curing the patient, who now desired relief 
without operation if possible. Mr. Shaw showed a case on 
whom he had three years ago twice performed nephrotomy for 
pyonephrosis (supposed to be due to calculus), but failed to 
find the stone. Then while he was away and the patient 
losing ground, Mr. Wright decided to remove the kidney, and 
when about to ligature the pedicle, discovered some calculi in 
the ureter. These he removed at once, and the patient made a 
good recovery, and is now in excellent health. 

Dr. Neatby showed a patient with a fibroid tumour of the 
uterus which had decreased several inches in size, and the 
hemorrhage lessened under a course of Calcium Iodide with 
free Iodine. He thought the improvement was the result of 
the treatment, because though the patient was 53 years of 
age, the menopause had not yet set in. 

Mr. Dudley Wright showed three cases; the first a man 
with a peculiar growth in the pharynx extending down to, but 
not involving the larynx. It looked something like large 
polypi, but it involved the muscular tissue and was adherent 
along the whole of its length. There was a history of syphilis, 
but antisyphilitic treatment is being tried, though the diagnosis 
is doubtful. Mr. Wright thought it might be rhinoscleroma or 
leprosy of the throat. The second case he showed was a little 
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girl of about 12, who had her tonsils excised at another hospital 
four months ago. There was a history some weeks later of 
what must have been a chancre on the tonsils followed by rash 
and secondary sore throat, which was the condition present. 
Inoculation must have occurred with the tonsillotome. His 
third case was a large tumour of the breast in an old lady of 
79, of four years’ duration, which was commencing to ulcerate, 
but was freely movable on the subjacent tissue, but adherent 
to the skin. There were no enlarged axillary glands, and had 
been no pain or discomfort except from its bulk. It was 
thought to be an innocent growth. 

Dr. Blackley showed a case of psoriasis in a little girl, which 
had commenced like erythema iris, and the first few spots were 
so diagnosed. The great point of interest was, however, that 
the pudenda was extensively affected, and Dr. Blackley said 
he had never seen psoriasis in that situation. 

Dr. Goldsbrough showed a characteristic case of pseudo- 
hypertrophic paralysis, which he had recorded in the last 
year’s Hospital Reports. The disease has progressed since. 
Finally, Dr. Bodman showed for Dr. Byres Moir a peculiar 
heart-case—a girl of 16, apparently in excellent health. On 
palpation a very distinct thrill could be felt in the second and 
third left interspaces, and on auscultation a very loud, rough, 
systolic bruit was heard, audible all over the chest, but most 
marked in the second left space. The heart was somewhat 
hypertrophied. There was a history of frequent attacks of 
bronchitis in infancy, but not of cyanosis at any time. Dr. 
Moir’s diagnosis was congenital pulmonary stenosis, which is 
probably correct, though some present thought there was a 
mitral lesion. 

A little discussion followed on some of the cases, specially 
Dr. Burford’s, Dr. Neatby’s, and Dr. Moir’s. 

The eleventh meeting was held at the same place on July 
1st, at which Dr. Burford was elected a fellow of the society. 

The society received the report of the council and the 
treasurer’s statement, also a report from the indexing com¬ 
mittee, which was very satisfactory, and gave promise of an 
early completion of their work. A report from Dr. Hughes 
was received concerning the deficit on the International Con¬ 
gress Transactions . Among other business, the society decided 
to send a subscription of £10 to the committee in Paris for the 
restoration and decoration of Hahnemann’s grave. The society 
also decided to subscribe for 250 copies of the Index of the 
Cyclopedia of Drug Pathogenesy. 

The following officers were elected for the next session : 
Dr. Edwin A. Neatby, president; Mr. Dudley Wright and Dr. 
John Hayward, vice-presidents; Dr. Galley Blackley was 
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re-elected treasurer; and Drs. Epps, Burford, Moir, Mr. 
Johnstone, and Dr. E. B. Roche were elected members of the 
council. The committees for the various sections were also 
elected. 

During the evening, and in the interval of the election of 
officers, a demonstration of various objects of clinical and 
pathological interest was given as follows: 

Fresh and preserved specimen of cirrhosis of the liver; sarcoma of 
uterus with metastatic ulcers of intestine; acute intussusception of ileum, 
caecum, and ascending colon; case of endemic hematuria (Bilharzia 
hematobia); epithelioma of larynx; perichondritis of larynx; syphilis of 
larynx; multiple enchondroma of finger, Ac., Ac. 

A series of microscopic slides of various pathological conditions of the 
blood, specially stained, by Dr. Blackley. 

Various microscopic slides of pathological processes in organs where 
operation has been necessary. 

A series of microscopic slides showing human parasites, particularly 
those causing disease, by Mr. Johnstone. 

Slide of the bacillus of bubonic plague, by Mr. Johnstone. 

New instruments and apparatus, by Mr. Gerard Smith, including a 
■spinal support allowing free movement at the waist, and an apparatus for 
measuring spinal curvature. 

Mr. Johnstone, who undertook the arrangements for the 
evening, well earned the thanks of the members for the demon¬ 
stration. 


EXTRACT. 


HERETIC HUNTING FROM THE INFALLIBLE 
MEDICAL CHURCH.* 

The following, which appeared in the Glasgow Herald of the 
10th inst., is only in keeping with the tenets of the new 
medical papacy. Dr. Campbell Black’s offence, of course, 
is that he thought for himself, and said what he thought, 
on matters medical. 

121, Douglas Street, Blythswood Square, July 7, 1897. 

Sir, —Anderson’s College Medical School, founded about a 
hundred years ago, is one of the best known educational insti¬ 
tutions of Glasgow, and my connection with it as a teacher 
during the past six years is fairly well known in Scotland and 
abroad. It will be with some surprise that readers of the 

• From Personal Rights , July 15th. 

24 
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Herald of to-day will regard an advertisement soliciting 
applications for the Chair of Physiology. The advertisement 
states that 4 4 application is to be made to the secretary of the 
college, who will furnish information regarding the duties and 
terms of appointment." When I was appointed I was 
informed of no duties except to teach the important subject 
of physiology, and that the terms were embraced in the articles 
of the college. About a year ago, a correspondence took place 
between the secretary and myself regarding certain observa¬ 
tions of mine to my class, which appeared in some of the 
Glasgow newspapers, and exception was taken to these 
remarks. I thereupon requested the secretary, as I had no 
desire to come in collision with the governors, to state the 
limit of my intellectual freedom as a teacher, and he replied 
that the governors left this to what they were pleased to term 
14 my own good sense.” Anderson’s College used to be publicly 
opened at the commencement of the session with an address 
given by one of the teachers in rotation, but the abandonment 
of this custom was strongly urged by two of the professors 
when their turn came to deliver this introductory lecture, but 
it was resolved upon by the staff that if any one of the teachers 
desired to do so, ne was to be at liberty to give an inaugural or 
valedictory address, as he felt inclined. These addresses are 
almost invariably on subjects cognate to medicine, and partake 
of a more or less general nature on some question of public 
interest. I gave one such valedictory address at the close of 
the last session, and as the governors in the correspondence 
referred to left the mode of treatment to 44 my own good sense," 
I felt under no restraint, and told my students what I believed 
to be true in my own language, which is not often euphemistic. 
A short time thereafter the Dean of the school, Dr. Kennedy 
Dalziel, told me that the governors had a meeting, and that 
there was 44 a row on." I demanded regarding what, when he 
replied that the 44 row " arose out of my criticism of the germ 
theory of disease, and of what is called Listerism in particular. 
I attached no serious significance to the information thus 
received. As time wore on, the governors had other meetings, 
and the propriety of reappointing me to my Chair, the election 
being annual, was seriously discussed. In due course I received 
the subjoined letter :— 

44 50, West Regent Street, Glasgow, 10th June , 1897. 

44 Anderson’s college medical school. 

44 Dear Sir, —The question of your reappointment to the 
Chair of Physiology has been under the consideration of the 
governors. At last meeting your letter of the 5th ult., addressed 
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to Dr. Russell, was read, and it was remitted to a small com¬ 
mittee to consider the whole case and report to a future meet¬ 
ing. The committee have instructed me to inform you that 
they take a very grave view of your case, but before reporting 
to the governors they desire to give you an opportunity of 
meeting with them personally and making any statement you 
may think right in the circumstances. 

“The committee meet here for this purpose on Tuesday 
next the 15th inst., at 12.30, and it is hoped that it will be 
convenient for you to attend.—Yours truly, 

“ John B. Kidston, Assistant Secretary. 

11 D. Campbell Black, Esq., M.D., 

“121, Douglas Street, Blythswood Square/' 

As a lawyer Mr. Kidston should have remembered the crusted 
legal aphorism, “ Nemo tenetur in suam turpitudinem jurare." 
Why should I be invited to make a statement before being 
libelled ? My reply to his letter was as follows:— 

“ 121, Douglas Steeet, Blythswood Square, Glasgow, 

12 th June , 1897. 

“ To John B. Kidston, Assistant Secretary to 
“ Anderson's College Medical School. 

“ Dear Sir, —Absence from home has prevented an earlier 
reply to yours of the 10th inst., which I have now the honour 
to acknowledge. I am much concerned that any conduct 
of mine, either as a professor in this school or otherwise, should 
be regarded by the governors as 1 a very grave case,' and I 
shall wait with much curiosity and impatience the impeach¬ 
ment which the committee of governors is prepared to prefer 
against me ; and I have to state that I avail myself with avidity 
of the opportunity which you kindly place at my disposal to 
confront any professional or personal accusation. 

“At the same time, as my personal character and profes¬ 
sional reputation appear to me to be jeopardised by this extra¬ 
ordinary step [without precedent in the nistory of the college] 
on the part of the governors of Anderson’s College, I consider 
that I am fairly within my right in respectfully requesting that * 
any charge which the governors may in their wisdom and right 
deem fit to make against me shall be formulated in writing 
before the meeting which you courteously invite me to attend. 

—I am, yours faithfully, 

“ D. Campbell Black." 
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To this note the following reply came:— 

11 50, West Regent Street, Glasgow, June 14, 1897. 

“ anderson’s college medical school. 

“ Dear Sir, — I duly received your letter of the 12th inst. 
The only instructions I received from the committee were to 
invite you to the meeting to be held to-morrow. I am glad to 
know that you will be able to attend the meeting.—Yours 
faithfully, 

“ (Signed) John B. Kidston. 

11 D. Campbell Black, Esq., M.D. 

“ 121, Douglas Street, Blythswood Square.” 

I attended the meeting, which took place in Mr. Kidston’s 
office, and met, in addition to him, Dr. Jas. B. Russell and Mr. 
Matlock Bayne. There was no accusation formulated against 
me, but I had to submit to a lecture of three-quarters of an 
hour at least from Dr Russell, which certainly contained as 
strong language as I ever used in my robustest mood. I again 
told Dr. Russell I had no wish to be in conflict with the 
governors, and besought instruction in the matter. None, 
however, was forthcoming. A meeting of the governors again 
took place on the 5th July, and touching it I received from Mr. 
John B. Kidston this note :— 

11 Dear Sir, — I am instructed by the governors to inform you 
that, after giving your case their most careful consideration, 
they have with regret resolved not to reappoint you to the 
Chair of Physiology on the expiry of your current year of office. 
Your appointment will, therefore, terminate at the end of 
September.—Yours truly, 

“John B. Kidston, Assistant Secretary. 

“ Professor D. Campbell Black, M.D., 

“ 121, Douglas Street, Blythswood Square.” 

Such, then, is a succinct epitome of the manner in which my 
connection with Anderson’s College terminates after six years 
of faithful and successful devotion to the duties of my Chair. 
There was never a word of complaint against me from a single 
student. I was but one hour absent from my class for two 
sessions, and during that hour I was represented by a com¬ 
petent substitute. The average attendance on my class was 
greater than ever it was previously at Anderson’s College 
Medical School, and my students were highly successful at the 
examining boards in England and Scotland, including the 
University of Edinburgh. Such conduct requires no cha¬ 
racterisation from me. Can one conceive it possible to have 
occurred in connection with the school founded by that doughty 
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Radical, John Anderson, without the hissing medical snake in 
the grass ? The snake was there, and my heel may yet bruise 
his venomous head. 

“ There is on earth no liberty so great 
But that its very greatness, soon or late, 

Doth lend the means whereby the favoured free 
Convert their freedom into tyranny.” 

As the question touches the educational institutions of Glasgow 
and my character, I have confidence in asking you to give 
publicity to the above.—I am, &c., 

D. Campbell Black. 

With the following, which was published in the Glasgow 
Herald of the 12th inst., we hope there will be many sympa¬ 
thizers even in the medical profession itself :— 

Glasgow, July 10th, 1897. 

“ Sir,— I think the sympathy of the great body of the pro¬ 
fession will be with Professor Campbell Black in this matter, 
and so must the sympathy of every person who detests the 
arbitrary and unjust exercise of authority. And that such has 
been the case here is clearly shown from the correspondence 
submitted. I do not agree with the Professor on many points 
—far from it—but he has just as good and just a title to defend 
and promulgate the views he holds as I to defend and promul¬ 
gate mine. Science has no dogmas, neither has medical praxis. 
In 35 years I have seen the whole field of medical and surgical 
practice revolutionised more than once, but once by the great 
Lister himself. One of Lister’s opponents from the first, and 
consistently and logically throughout, and till he died, was the 
late Professor Morton. Why was he not shelved? He made 
far more fun of Listerism than ever Dr. Black has done, and 
he lived to see Listerism itself revolutionised and evolutionised 
—and Morton’s hand was in it. That which was true in 
Listerism lives ; that which was false is dead. The situation is 
a very serious one for medical teachers. The governors, relying 
upon the fact that they will have no difficulty in finding plenty 
of candidates for the Chair, have departed from the traditions 
of the early founder of the institution they govern, have allowed 
themselves to be “ engineered,” in all probability, as Dr. Black 
suggests, and by so doing have dealt a blow against the pro¬ 
sperity of their college and the healthy freedom of thought and 
teaching which should prevail in every school.—I am, &c., 

11 Robt. Park, M.D.” 
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REVIEWS. 


A MANUAL OF PATHOLOGY.* 

This little work is truly a multurn in parvo. The 
author, Dr. Washbume, is Professor of Pathology in the 
Chicago Homeopathic Medical College, and it is mainly 
for students that his book is written. In his preface he 
tells us that his aim has been 4 4 to simplify many of the 
complex facts with which the science deals. He ventures 
to hope that the student will get so clear an idea of the 
pathological processes herein described as to enable him 
readily to recognise them as they occur in any and all 
forms of disease.” Dr. Washburne may fairly be con¬ 
gratulated on the success which has attended his efforts. 
He has given in clear and readable form a brief but com¬ 
prehensive account of the chief pathological processes at 

E resent recognised. The volume will be found of service 
y many who have passed the student period, and who 
wish to refresh their memory in respect of cases they 
may have in hand. 


PREMATURE BURIAL, t 

In this important work the authors have brought 
together a vast amount of unimpeachable evidence to 
show that a very real danger exists, and that strong 
measures ought to be taken to safeguard the public 
against it. While it is safe to say that in the vast 
majority of cases there is not the faintest doubt about 
whether death has occurred or not, it is nevertheless 
true that cases do occur in which the question is by 
no means easy to settle. The only absolutely certain 
sign of death is the occurrence of putrefaction, and no 
body ought to be buried or cremated until some evidence 

• Manual of Pathology. By George F. Washbume, M.D. Chicago: 
Medical Century Company. London : Homeopathic Publishing Company. 
1896. Pp. 122. Price 10s. net. 

f Premature Burial and Hcnv it May be Prevented. With special 
reference to Trance, Catalepsy, and other forms of Suspended Animation. 
By William Tebb, F.R.G.S., and Colonel Edward Percy Vollum, M.f>. 
London: Swan Sonnenschein <fe Co., Limited. 1897. Crown 8vo. 
Cloth, gilt. Pp. 400. 5s. 
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appears of that process having commenced. Certificates 
to that effect should be necessary, after personal inspection 
by the certifier, as well as certificates of the cause of death. 
As the law stands at present the medical man need not 
certify the death. He may , but he need not. All he is 
required to certify is that “he is informed” that death 
has taken place. It is not always convenient for the 
practitioner who has attended a patient to view the 
body after death, but there is no reason why another 
medical man should not certify that death has actually 
occurred, whilst the attendant certifies the cause as now. 

We view with much satisfaction the steady advance of 
cremation in public favour. It is by far the cleanliest 
method of restoring dead bodies into their elements, 
and with proper precautions as to death certification, 
does away with all risk of such a horrible possibility 
as this book unfolds. 


BELL ON DIARRHEA* 

There are few more deservedly popular manuals in 
homeopathic literature than Bell on Diarrhea , to give 
the work the shortened title by which it is familiarly 
known. Since it first appeared, nearly thirty years ago, 
it has been a faithful companion to many generations 
ol homeopathic practitioners, and bids fair to prove as 
enduring as the works of Jahr, of Boenninghausen, and 
of Hahnemann himself. A product of the stricter school 
of homeopathy, Dr. Bell’s work is another proof that 
homeopathy as Hahnemann left it is the most vital 
form it has ever attained, in spite of all the would-be 
improvers of the system who have appeared since his 
time. Symptom-comparing is often a very troublesome 
business, and prescribing for the name of a disease seems 
so very much more direct; but, as often happens, the 
seeming short-cut is the longest way round in the end, 
indeed, the end is reached by it at all. There is 
no royal road to homeopathy, but manuals like this 

* Homeopathic Therapeutics of Diarrhea , Dysentery , Cholera t 
Cholera Morbus, Cholera Infantum, and all other Loose Evacuation of 
fofatoels. By James B. Bell, M.D. Fourth Edition. Philadelphia: 
jxxricke & Tafel. London: Homeopathic Publishing Company. 1897. 
p P *>7. Cloth. 7s. 6d. 
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before us materially lighten the labour of travelling 
along the right road. 

The present edition is practically a reprint from the 
edition of 1888. Dr. Bell’s preface runs as follows:— 

“ The most that can be said as a preface to a fourth edition, 
is that a thorough revision, and re-revision, and a renewed 
comparison with all the materia medica now available, reveals 
but few changes to make and no remedies to add or omit. 

“Allen's Symptom Register gives four hundred and twenty- 
five remedies as having diarrhea, and Knerr's Repertory of the 
Guiding Symptoms a much smaller list, but none of them, not 
already included in this book, are suited for a place in it; either 
because the proving is indefinite, or because the diarrhea is 
simply accessory to a larger and more important group of 
symptoms (as in Diadema in intermittent fever, or Asterias 
rubens in epilepsy, or Arum Triphyllum in typhoid or scarlet 
fever). It would seem, therefore, that this little work is now 
as complete as it ever will be made, for at least some time to 
come. 

“ Homeopathy is not making that kind of ‘Progress’ that 
renders a whole medical library obsolete every ten years, but 
instead of that, is all the time laying up in its storehouses 
treasures new and old.” 

We have no doubt Dr. Bell is right in keeping a strict 
limit on the number of the medicines he admits to his 
book, but we should have thought that in nine years a few 
additional medicines would have qualified for admission. 
We may mention Ricinus among the number, and Agaricus 
phalloides with its characteristic rice-water stools. Both 
of these remedies should have a place in a standard work 
on cholera therapeutics. 


Sugar in the Urine. —The scientific American gives what it 
is claimed is a delicate test for sugar in the urine: 


IJ.. Cupric Sulphate.gr. xxvii 

Glycerine. 5 in 

Aqua. 5 ii 88 

Liq. Potassa.ad. 5 iv 


Dissolve the cupric sulphate in glycerine and heat. When cold add 
the liquor potassa. Pour a drachm of the solution in a test tube 
with two or three drops of a saturated solution of pure tartaric acid 
and boil. Now add, drop by drop, eight drops of urine. If there is 
no reaction there is no sugar. Sugar is present if the reaction yields 
a yellowish, reddish or greenish-grey deposit. N . Y. Med. Timet. 
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U.S. HOMEOPATHIC PHARMACOPEIA. 

We have received a copy of this important work, 
which we shall review in due course. In the meantime 
we have pleasure in reproducing the following circular:— 

Official Notice of the Completion of the Pharmacopeia 
of the American Institute of Homeopathy by the 
Committee on Pharmacopeia, June 1, 1897. 

The homeopathic profession of the United States is to be 
congratulated upon the completion of an authorised pharma¬ 
copeia, and the consequent approaching attainment of such 
long-desired results as the establishment of a standard of 
medicinal strength and a uniformity of preparations. 

Since 1868 the American Institute of Homeopathy has made 
various attempts to secure such a work, but these efforts 
proved fruitless until, in 1888, a committee was appointed 
under the following resolutions :— 

11 Resolved , that a committee be appointed consisting of 
twelve members, six of whom shall be pharmacists, to prepare 
a pharmacopeia which shall bear the authoritative sanction of 
this body. 

“ That this committee be instructed to confer with the 
Pharmacopeial Committee of the International Homeopathic 
Congress held at Basle, Switzerland, in 1886, and with com¬ 
mittees which may be appointed for the same purpose by 
foreign societies, with the intent of making the work, if 
possible, international in character. 

“ That this committee be instructed to use, as a basis, the 
' British Homeopathic Pharmacopeia,’ due weight being given 
to other authorised pharmacopeias, and to obtain the funda¬ 
mental facts, as far as possible, from original sources. 

“ That this committee be empowered to fill any vacancies in 
its membership caused by death or resignation.” 

To the labours of this committee the completion of the 
present authoritative work is due, and all that remains is to 
call the attention of the profession to the most salient points 
of the new, pharmacopeia and bespeak their co-operation in 
bringing about a universal adoption of the standard therein 
set forth. Members of the medical profession are probably 
not aware of the difference in the actual strength of preparations 
made by the homeopathic pharmacists of this country, or of 
the still greater difference in the estimated strength. 
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While Hahnemann’s directions, with some modifications, 
have formed the basis of the rules laid down in many of our 
works on pharmacy, there has been, nevertheless, up to this 
time no recognised official guide. Few of our pharmacists, 
and but few of the medical profession, have followed the 
pharmaceutical rules for the preparation of dilutions ; in fact, 
the tincture has been the general starting-point from which to 
estimate the strength of attenuations without regard to the 
strength of the tincture itself. 

As illustrative of the marked difference in the estimate of 
strength of tinctures, we may call attention to the tincture of 
Belladonna , an example of that class of preparations made 
from succulent plants. This tincture, if made according to 
the Hahnemannian rule as given in the German pharma¬ 
copeias of Schawbe and also in the American, will contain 
equal quantities of the juice of the plant and alcohol. The 
constituents held in solution in the juice will be the only part 
represented, yet the estimate of strength of this tincture will 
be 50 per cent., the juice being taken as the unit. 

If, on the other hand, Belladonna , representing other 
tinctures of this class, be made according to the British 
method, all the soluble constituents of the plant will be in¬ 
cluded : the actual strength will exceed that of the Hahne¬ 
mannian tincture, yet the estimate of strength will be but 
10 per cent., as the juice contained in the plant is classed as 
a part of the menstrum, while the solid drug, not including 
moisture, is considered the unit. 

In order to avoid this confusion and secure an unvarying 
standard, the committee, in accordance with the instructions 
of the Institute, adopted the British method of preparing 
tinctures. This method secures a uniform strength in the 
preparation of all drugs, a strength representing 10 per cent, 
of the dry, crude drug, although the fresh substances are to 
be used whenever possible, their inherent moisture, as already 
stated, being regarded as a part of the menstrum. The tinc¬ 
ture, representing the soluble constituents of one-tenth its 
substance of crude drug, will, with a few exceptions, corres¬ 
pond in strength with the lx dilution and trituration, and in 
further extension variations of strength and proportion will 
be practically eliminated. 

It will be seen readily that in order to bring about this 
much-to-be-desired change with the least friction and con¬ 
fusion, the immediate co-operation of every homeopathic 
physician and pharmacist is essential, that each should set 
aside the rules for the preparation of drugs heretofore favoured 
and made use of, in order that the profession at large may 
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enjoy the great benefits to be derived from a single and 
authoritative standard. 

Among the points of interest and importance relating to the 
new pharmacopeia are those concerning nomenclature and 
measures. While each old Latin titular name has been 
retained, the present chemical name has also been added to 
the titles or headings. An effort has also been made to still 
further simplify our nomenclature by the introduction of a 
third title, which retains the Latin basic name and adds the 
English name of the acid, e.g., Chininum arsenite (Chininum 
arsenicosum), Kali cyanide (Kali cyanatum), Ferrum phosphate 
(Ferrum phosphoricum). 

This action of the committee has been duly authorised by 
the Institute, and effects a much-desired change without 
altering the customary abbreviations. 

As regards notation, the committee has adopted the decimal 
scale of notation both in the preparation of attenuations and 
in designating the degree of strength. The metric system of 
weights and measures has been employed in the text, as it 
affords a measure of weight commensurate with that of 
volume, while its arrangement on the decimal scale renders 
it peculiarly adapted to the uses of homeopathic pharmacy. 

Further comments on the plan of work adopted and followed 
by the committee under the instruction of the Institute are 
deemed unnecessary now that the work itself is before the 
profession for its consideration and instruction. The new 
pharmacopeia is the result of assiduous labour and the 
thoughtful and earnest efforts of the representatives of the 
Institute to make it a valuable, authoritative, and standard 
work for the homeopathic profession throughout the United 
States. 


Committee on Pharmacopeia. 

Conrad Wesselhceft, M.D., Chairman y Boston, Mass. 
J. Wilkinson Clapp, M.D., Secretary , Brookline, Mass. 
A. C. Cowperthwaite, M.D., Chicago, Ill. 

Theodore Y. Kinne, Paterson, N.J. 

Edward P. Colby, M.D., Boston, Mass. 

H. R. Arndt, M.D., San Diego, Cal. 

James E. Gross, M.D., Chicago, Ill. 

Henry M. Smith, M.D., New York, N.Y. 

Malcolm Leal, M.D., New York, N.Y. 

William Boericke, M.D., San Francisco, Cal. 

A. F. Worthington, M.D., Cincinnati, O. 

Lewis Sherman, M.D., Milwaukee, Wis. 
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Editorial Sub-Committee . 

Conrad Wesselhgeft, M.D., Chairman. 
J. Wilkinson Clapp, M.D., Secretary. 
Henry M. Smith, M.D. 

Malcolm Leal, M.D. 


PERSONAL. 


Dr. Swallow. 

The following announcement apppeared in the Daily 
Mail of July 14th :— 

“The Rev. Dr. Swallow, returned missionary from China, was. 
yesterday elected president of the United Methodist Free Churches.” 

Our congratulations to Dr. Swallow, and also to those 
who elected him. We recently heard from Dr. Swallow 
that he had not yet succeeded in finding a colleague to 
help him with his hospital work at Ningpo. 


Dr. J. Majumdar. 

We recently had the pleasure of entertaining the son 
of our friend, Dr. P. C. Majumdar, of Calcutta, who 
visited America and this country a few years ago, and 
who is well known to all homeopaths by his writings, and 
especially by his journal, the Indian Homeopathic Review . 
Dr. J. Majumdar has given us a spirited account of the 
college from which he has recently graduated. He has the 
true therapeutic instinct, and we have no doubt he will 
prove a great acquisition to the ranks of homeopathy in 
India. 


An International Gathering. 

Dr. von Dittman, Dr. Drzewiecki, and Baron Ferdinand 
von Heyer, M.D., happening to be in town at the same time, 
spent a pleasant evening in company with the Editor of 
this journal and one or two other friends, giving a vivid 
reproduction of some of the gatherings last year. It was 
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remarked at the table that the time had passed so rapidly 
that it hardly seemed more than a fortnight since the last 
assembly took place. 


Professor Campbell Black. 

The Heresy hunters are abroad, and Professor Campbell 
Black is the victim. It will be remembered that we have 
frequently had occasion to quote the Professor’s outspoken 
utterances. It seems that it is rank blasphemy to say 
anything against any of the many contradictory doctrines 
promulgated by our only medical peer. So Professor 
Campbell Black has had the honour of being deposed. 
We reproduce elsewhere a correspondence on the subject 
from the Glasgow Herald. 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS, NOTES 
AND QUERIES. 


In this department we shall be happy to reply to any inquiries 
irelating to homeopathy or to the matter of our magazine that our corre¬ 
spondents may like to address to us. We cannot, of course, undertake to 
give medical advice in particular cases, which is the business of a medical 
Attendant; but if our medical readers like to put queries to each other 
regarding points of practice or puzzling cases, we shall be happy to insert 
queries ana replies. 

BSD NOSES. 

C. H.—Though it is not usual to notice unsigned letters, we may 
Bay there is no book, so far as we know, devoted to the important 
subject you mention. We cannot undertake to give private medical 
advice to our readers. 


Picratb of Ammonia and Jaundice. —Distinct jaundice has been 
noticed in patients taking medicinal doses of Pier ate of Ammonia.?— 
Mr. West, in Medical Century . 

Opium 200 (B. E. and R.) in Constipation. —Frank G., cet. 8. 
Constipation since birth. Pathogenetic symptoms : Stools composed 
of small black lumps, always pain with each stool. Remarks: 
Patient has taken cathartics more or less since birth without relief. 
After giving Opium , stools were normal in twenty-four hours and 
have remained so ever since. —Dr. McMichael, in N . A . J . H. 
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APPOINTMENTS, VACANCIES, REMOVALS, 

ETC. 


**• We shall be happy to insert notices of appointments if gentlemen 
will be good enough to forward them to us, and also of posts vacant and 
likely to be vacant, on receiving information from secretaries or com¬ 
mittees. Under this heading also, we shall mention good openings for 
homeopathic practitioners ana chemists. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS. 

Db. Christopher Wolston has given up his London consulting- 
rooms, and his only address now is Holmdene, Southland’s Grove, 
Bickley, Kent. 


dbiftrarg. 


DR. CARL BOJANUS. 

Few names are better known among homeopathic 
authors than that of Dr. Bojanus. He did a grand work 
in Russia where he held for some years the post of medical 
officer of a Government hospital in Nijni Novgorod ; the 
results of his treatment there being recorded in a volume 
he published in German. In fact his fame and his work 
were more European than Russian, as he published many 
articles in the German homeopathic periodicals. He also 
communicated articles on the state of homeopathy in Russia 
to several of our homeopathic congresses. He was an 
original thinker, and many of his essays on pathological 
ana therapeutical points are well worth careful study. 
His health suffered much from the exposure and anxiety 
caused by the destruction by fire of his house and library 
at Samara two years ago. He had only been two days 
back from Tiflis, where he had been spending the winter, 
when he was found dead in his bed on the 9th of June, 
having died of heart failure during his sleep. He had 
attained a ripe old age—upwards of 80 years—but his 
loss will be much felt throughout the homeopathic world, 
as he never intermitted his literary activity to the very 
last. 
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LONDON HOMEOPATHIC HOSPITAL, GREAT ORMOND STREET 
BLOOMSBURY. 

Hours of Attendance :—Medical (In-patients, 9.80; Out-patients, 
2.0), Daily; Surgical, Mondays, Tuesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays, 
2.0; Diseases of Women, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 2.0; 
Diseases of Skin, Thursdays, 2.0; Diseases of the Eye, Thursdays, 
2.0; Diseases of the Throat and Ear, Wednesdays, 2.0; Diseases 
of Children, Mondays and Thursdays. 9.0 a.m.; Operations, Tues¬ 
days, 2.30; Dental Cases, Thursdays, 9.0 a.m. 


MEDICAL AND SURGICAL WORKS PUBLISHED 
DURING THE PAST MONTH. 


Althaus (Julius). The Value of Elec¬ 
trical Treatment. 2nd ed. Cr. 8ro, 
(Longmans. 2s. 6d.) 

Binet (A.) The Psychic Life of Micro- 
Organisms. Cr. 8vo. (Longmans. 
Red., net, 3s.) 

Brunton (T. Lauder). Lectures on the 
Action of Medicines. Being the 
Course of Lectures on Pharma¬ 
cology and Therapeutics delivered 
at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital 
during the Summer Session of 1896. 
8vo, pp. 690. (Macmillan. Net, 10s.6d. 

Clark (A. Campbell). Clinical Manual 
of Mental Diseases for Practitioners 
and Students. (University Series.) 
8vo, pp. 484. (Balli£re. 10s. 6d.) 

Coutts (J. A). Some Aspects of In¬ 
fantile Syphilis. Being the Hun¬ 
terian Lectures Delivered at the 
Royal College of Surgeons in 1896. 
Cr. 8vo. (Rivington. 3s. 6d.) 

Dowse (Thos. Stretch). The Pocket 
Therapist: A Concise Manual of 
Modern Treatment for Students 
and Junior Practitioners. Arranged 
Alphabetically for Ready Reference. 
Cr 8vo, pp. 192. (Wright and Co., 
Bristol; Simpkin. Net, 5s.) 

Duz (Dr. M.). Compendium de M6de- 
cine Synthltique Electro-Homoeo- 
pathique. Cr. 8vo, sd., pp. viii—120. 
(Homoeopathic Publishing Co. Net, 
2s. 6d.) 

Giles (A. E.). The Physiology of Preg¬ 
nancy and Child Birth Anatomically 
Represented. 4to bds. (BoilliAre. 
Net, 3s.) 

Holthouse (Edwin). Convergent Stra¬ 
bismus and Its Treatment: An 
Essay. Cr. 8vo, pp. 190. (Churchill. 
6s.) 

Ireland (F. C.). Good Health; or, The 
Physiology of Dietetics and Massage. 
Cr. 8vo, pp. 234. (Simpkin. Net, 
2s. 6d.) 

Jones (E. Lloyd.) Chlorosis. The Special 
Anemia of Young Womens, its 
Causes, Pathology and Treatment. 
Being a Report to the Scientific 
Grants Committee of the British 
Medical Association. 8vo, pp. 70. 
(Bailliire. 2s. Sd.) 


Landau (L. and T.). The History and 
Technique of Vaginal Radical Ope¬ 
ration. English Translation, by B. 
L. Eastman and A. E. Giles. 8vo. 
(Bailltere. 7s. 6d.) 

Lescher (T. Harwood). Recent Materia, 
and Drugs Occasionally Prescribed. 
Notes on their Origin and Thera¬ 
peutics. 5th ed. 8vo, pp. 220. 
(Churchill. 4s.) 

Minot (C. S.). Human Embryology. 

8vo, pp. 840. (Macmillan. Net, 25s.) 
Muir (Robert), and Ritchie (James) 
Manual of Bacteriology. With 108- 
Illusts. Cr. 8vo, pp. 538. (Pentland. 
12s. 6d.) 

Pearman (T. H.) and Moor (C. G.). 
The Analysis of Food and Drugs. 
Part 1, Milk and Milk Products. 
8vo, sd. (Bailltere. Net, 5s.) 

Ridge (J. James). The Medical Tem¬ 
perance Dictionary. 4to. (Jarrold. 
2s. 6d.) 

Schaeffer (Dr. Oscar). Anatomical 
Atlas of Obstetric Diagnosis and 
Treatment. (Hand Atlas Series, vol. 
3.) Cr. 8vo. (Bailli&re- 12s. 6d.) 
Schaeffer (Dr. Oscar). Atlas and 
Essentials of Gynecology. (Hand 
Atlas Series, vol. 4.) 12mo. (Bailli6re. 
15s.) 

Solly (S. Edwin). A Handbook of 
Medical Climatology, Embodying 
its Principles, &c. 8vo. (Churchill. 

16s.) 

Thompson (J. A.). A Contribution to 
the History of Leprosy in Australia. 
8vo, sd. (Macmillan. Net, 2s. 6d.) 
Transactions of the Royal Academy 
of Medicine in Ireland. Vol. 14. 
Edited by Wm. Thomson. Cr. 8vo. 
(Baillidre. 14s.) 

Turner (Dawson). A Manual of Prac¬ 
tical Medical Electricity. 2nd. ed., 
with Chapters on Rontgen Rays. 
(University Series.) 8vo, pp. 352. 
(BailliAre. 7s. 6d.) 

Welsh (David) Excretory Irritation, 
and the Action of Certain Internal 
Remedies on the Skin. 8vo, pp. 70. 
(Baillidre. 3s. 6d.) 
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TO CONTRIBUTORS, ETC. f Homeopathic World. 

L August 2,1897. 


TO CONTRIBUTORS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


All literary matter. Reports of 
Hospitals, Dispensaries, Societies, 
and Books for Review, should be 
sent to the Editor, Dr. Clarke, 
30, Clarges Street , W. 

All advertisements and business 
communications to be sent to the 
44 Manager” of the Homeopathic 
Publishing Company, 12, Warwick 
Lane, Paternoster Row, London, 
E.C. 

Literary matter and corres¬ 
pondence should be sent to us not 
later than the 12th of each month. 
Proofs will be sent to contri¬ 
butors, who are requested to cor¬ 
rect the same and return to the 
Editor as early as possible. 


CORRESPONDENTS. 
Communications received from 
Dr. J. Majumdar, London; Dr. 
Dudgeon, London; Dr. Cooper, 
London; Mr. Joseph Collinson, 
London; Dr. Foster, London; 
Mr. Alfred J. Pearce, London; 
Dr. Jagielski, London. 


BOOKS AND JOURNALS 
RECEIVED. 

Zoophilist.—Animals’ Friend. 
— Horn. Review. — Allg. Horn. 
Zeit.—Chemist and Druggist.— 
Med. Counsellor.—Archiv. f. H. 
—Horn. News.—El Propag. Horn. 
—J. of Orific. Surgery. — Med. 
Visitor.—Clinique.—Denver J. of 
H. — H. Monatsblatter. — New 
Eng. Med. Gaz. — Med. Era. — 
Horn. Envoy.—Minneap. Horn. 
Mag.—H. Maandblad.—S. J. of 
H. — Horn. Physician. — Horn. 


Recorder. — Rev. Horn. Beige.— 
La Bibliogr&phie Scientifique.— 
Vaccination Inquirer. — La 
Homeopatia. — Med. Mon. fur 
H.—Pacific Coast J. of H.— 
Med. Century.— Amer. Homeo¬ 
pathist.—Compendium de M£de- 
cine Synthetique. Dr. M. Du*. 
— Pharmacopoeia of American 
Institute of Homeopathy. — 
Handbook of Homeopathic Prac¬ 
tice. Dr. C. G. Puhlmann. 


Homeopathic (SE&orlir. 


CONTENTS OP JULY NUMBER. 
Leading Articles:— 

Quacks and Quackery. 

Those Dreadful Microbes! 

News and Notes. 

Original Communications: 

Incipient Paralysis.— Lycopodium, and 
Sulphur. 

Materia Medica Miscellany. 

Physics and Medicine: The Science 
and Philosophy of Medicine. 

The Curability of Cancer and other 
Tumours. 

Society’s Meeting: 

British Homeopathic Society. 
Institution : 

London Homeopathic Hospital. 
Extracts :— 

Urticaria and Lunar Influence. 

The New Psychology. 

Reviews: 

Tongue Repertory. 

The Swedish System of Physical Edu¬ 
cation. 

Herbal Simples. 

Appointments, Vacancies, Removals, 
etc, 

General Correspondence. 
Homeopathy and Medicine in the 
Victorian Era. 

Varieties. 

Medical and Surgical Works. 

To Contributors and Correspon¬ 
dents. 
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THE PHILOSOPHY OF MEDICINE. 

II. 

Having in our former article dealt with what we may 
term the elemental portion of the subject, we turn now 
to consider Mr. Picken’s article as it touches pathology 
and therapeutics. The article took its origin from a 
criticism by Dr. Licorish, of Barbados, on the writer’s 
Science of Homeopathy , and a comparison of the same 
with an article on the same subject by Dr. McLauchlin. 
But, as Mr. Picken’s article is much more than a mere 
reply to his critic, it will best help us to arrive at his 
meaning if we drop aside the controversial element as far 
as possible in this review. 

In the Science of Homeopathy the author worked out 
the theory of homeopathic curative action from the stand¬ 
point of accepted science as expounded by men like 
Faraday, Spencer, and Tyndall. The writings of the 
last named were very largely used. From these it was 
shown that the like-to-like principle was illustrated in the 
proved fact of physics, “ that each substance possesses 
the property of absorbing any motion which corresponds 
to its own molecular motion.” In this fact is to be 
found the explanation of the immunity possessed by some 
persons against contagion, and the sensitiveness and 
resistance to the action of medicines exhibited by different 
individuals. It all depends on whether the organic 
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motions present, or latent, at the time are in tune with 
the external agencies or not. 

“ * Waves are absorbed whose vibrations synchronise with those of 
the molecules or atoms on which they impinge/ says Professor 
Tyndall. ‘ If then, after the passage of vapour to the liquid state, 
the same waves be absorbed as were absorbed prior to the passage, it 
is a proof that the molecules which have utterly changed their periods 
cannot be the seat of the absorption ; and we are driven to conclude 
that it is to the atoms , whose rates of vibration are unchanged by 
the change of aggregation, that the wave motion is transferred/ 

“ Again quoting from the same source : 4 Supposing waves of any 
period to impinge upon an assemblage of molecules of any other 
period, it is, I think, physically certain that a tremor of greater or 
less intensity will be set up amongst the molecules ; but for the motion 
to accumulate, so as to produce sensible absorption, coincidence of 
period is necessary. Briefly defined, therefore, transparency is 
synonymous with discord , while opacity is synonymous with accord 
between the periods of the waves of ether and those of the atoms of 
the body on which they impinge.' ” 


The Germ Theory and Ptomaines. 

Still adhering to the consideration of health and 
disease from the standpoint of motion, Mr. Picken 
has much that is helpful to say on the place of micro¬ 
organisms in the phenomena of disease. He thus 
explains how it is that the products of bacterial action 
act as inhibitory bodies. Pathogenetic bacteria, he 
says, excite molecular motion according to the law that 
like begets like, and as this motion is not physiological 
it culminates in molecular disruption. The products of 
disruption necessarily embody the forces which constituted 
them, and are thus competent to induce similar motions. 
“ In the field of their production, however , they can operate 
only as reactions, and to do so must be negative to the 
original positive pathogenetic forces moving from within 
outwardly, and by interference equilibrating the positive 
forces with which these coincide, precisely as the ordinary 
homeopathic remedies act in idiopathic disease.*’ 

In this connection the subject of serum therapeutics 
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naturally comes to mind, and here is what Mr. Picken 
has to say on that:— 

“ As regards serum therapeutics and isopathy, little need be said 
now. The former is practically identical with the latter, and both 
are essentially one with scholastic homeopathy. As I have already 
shown (N. E . Medical Gazette , July, 1892), the forces inherent to 
substances which exhibit the phenomena of interference may appear 
to be identical, but regarded as specifically related forces they will be 
seen to be similars. * Strictly identical forces must be identical in 
all respects, in which case they become one. If two streams of force 
from the same kind of substance be merely differentiated as positive 
and negative they are no longer identical, but necessarily similars.* ” 

In another connection we find this important note on 
ptomaines:— 

“ Ptomaines are effects, not causes. Of course they in turn assume 
the function of causation, as everything derived is cause or effect 
according to the sequential point of view from which it is regarded. 
But it is of the first practical importance to know positively 
whether these substances are cause or effect in the category which 
concerns us" 


The Human Organism a World of Forces. 

Dr. Licorish seeks to compare the human organism 
to the surface of .a pool, and disease to the ruffling of the 
surface consequent on the throwing in of a pebble. But 
this will not do :— 

“ It must be remembered that in constitutional disease a veritable 
world of forces are in disorder, and that the many products of disease 
are all results of morbid motions. The human organism is con¬ 
stituted of twenty-one different systems of forces, arranged into three 
groups of seven each, inter-acting ad infinitum . Very naturally, 
then, are we often unable to obtain immediate manifestations of 
interference, or absorption of molecular motion, in ‘ definite diseases' 
and established disorders generally, like what we are familiar with in 
relation to acute pain, Ac. But even in chronic disease the remedial 
action of a simtllimum may be practically instantaneous, although 
the sensible therapeutic manifestation be long delayed. The com¬ 
positions of molecular forces in the organism are incalculable. Instead 
of representing them by the simple combinations of molecular and 
atomic motion that may occur in a pool of water, as Dr. Licorish 
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has done, there is reason to believe that they are more justly re¬ 
presented by the molecular and atomic motions of all the stars in the 
heavens.” 

And again:— 

“ It must always be realised that the human organism is a real 
world of forces, a unity of many inter-related systems of motion— 
inter-communicable ; and that if morbid motion be not absorbed in 
the system which radiates it, palliation of disease may be effected, 
but not cure—-or apparent temporary ‘ cure * may be achieved, only 
to lapse under the continued propagation and transformation of dis¬ 
ordered motion. The simile of simple progression of the molecular 
motion of water is utterly misleading when employed as a corre¬ 
spondence to the organism of man. Immeasurably more accurate 
would be the figure of the solar system. Not only are the oscillations, 
periodicities, polarities of compound systems of complex molecules 
involved, but also atomic motions that are simply inscrutable in the 
aggregate—not to take into account ultra-magnetic systems of sub¬ 
stance that are connected with the physical organism by its magnetic 
system. 

“ It is no doubt true that every motion impressed on the microcosm 
vibrates through it, but only in the sense correspondential to the 
absolute truth as regards the macrocosm. 

“ The physician has to deal with matter and motion in altogether 
different categories. In his practice it is possible to absorb disordered 
molecular motion (unless equilibrium be w’holly overturned) in the 
sphere of its origin, by means of molecular motion induced under the 
homeopathic law. Because absorption of molecular motion does not 
signify dissipation of it, but transformation into atomic motions, and 
possibly escape thence into the ‘ rest ’ of the ultra-atomic.” 

Heredity, Immunity, Prophylaxis. 

Here is a passage which it seems to us throws new 
light on some much-disputed questions :— 

“ It is, undoubtedly, a general truth that vital action has a tendency 
to repeat itself. But the strength of that tendency is, in general, 
proportionate to its typical nature. Otherwise species could not 
exist. Vital action that is characteristic of the race has necessarily 
the strongest tendency to repeat itself, and such vital action is 
normal, not that of disease. Consequently it is the normal motions 
which, in general, have the strongest tendency to repeat themselm 
continuously even in the individual. In the race this is obvious. I 
offer as the real explanation of immunity the idea of the elimination 
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of latent morbid motions by actual (disease or prophylaxis . When an 
organism is susceptible to infection it is not in stable equilibrium— 
stable, that is, in relation to the infective environment. Disease, or 
disorder, may be said to be latent in it. 

“When the forces of infection impinge on the negatively sym¬ 
pathetic forces of the organism, the former evoke the morbid organic 
motion, and by absorption accumulate energy (hence multiplication 
of germs) till the organic responsiveness culminates (hence the 
phenomena of a crisis) ; whereupon polarities are reversed, the 
organism now becoming positive, and attracting to itself its own 
disorganised forces while repelling those which are inimical to its 
integrity. 

“When a race is peculiarly subjected to this process, the indi¬ 
viduals of it who come successfully through the ordeal gradually 
build up the race immunity through natural selection and survival 
of the fittest. 

“‘It is an unquestionable deduction from the persistence of force,* 
says Herbert Spencer, in The Principles of Biology , ‘ that in every 
individual organism each new incident force must work its equivalent 
of change; and that where it is a constant or recurrent force, the limit 
of the change it works must be an adaptation of structure such as 
opposes to the new outer force an equal inner force. The only thing 
open to question is, whether such readjustment is inheritable; and 
further consideration will, X think, show that to say it is not inherit¬ 
able is indirectly to say that force does not persist. ’ ** 

Why Contingent Effects are of more Value to 
the Prescriber. The Nature of Idiosyncrasy. 

With one other important passage we will close our 
extracts from Mr. Picken’s article :— 

“ As Drysdale well says: 4 There are two classes of drug-effects, 
viz., the absolute and the contingent; the one resulting in almost 
every subject of the influence, as the mydriasis of Belladonna , the 
other requiring for its development a special susceptibility of the 
prover, and like the disease itself, not to be produced at will. It is 
symptoms of this contingent order which most closely resemble the 
phenomena of idiopathic disease and avail best for the working out of 
the rule similia similibus .’ 

“ Authorities on homeopathy agree about the pre-eminent value of 
the contingent effects as guides to therapeutic uses of drugs, as they 
are at one in regard to the rule of similia itself, differ as they may 
with respect to scientific explanations of both. Now, why should 
these contingent effects have greater clinical value than the other 
dags? This fact is not one we would, a,priori, have expected, quite, 
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as the law of similia is not one which ordinary experience would have 
prepared us to discover. It is, I think, unquestionably because the 
contingent effects are manifestations of latent tendencies to disease 
more than of the positive force of the drug. Eliciting individual 
idiosyncrasies, the drug thus evidences fine affinities, and indicates at 
the same time the organic states to which it is specially adapted in 
the negative relation. Because the fact of contingency in relation to 
drug-effects proves that they are other than mere characteristics 
of such drugs—marks them off as particular indications for use in the 
homeopathic, or negative, relation; while the contingency which 
characterises disease-effects supplies the explanation of their rela¬ 
tively easy and speedy extinction by the similar remedy. Drug-effect 
force and disease-effect force are brought into negative and positive 
relation, by which means atomic absorption of disordered motion is 
effected, and molecular harmony restored. Organic idiosyncrasies are 
forces in the highest degree responsive to drug-forces in their negative 
relation. A positively related drug acts, as such, by overpowering 
individual peculiarities, and producing, generally, its own specific 
effects, and the antipathic value of the drug is in the ratio of its 
absolutism. On the contrary, a negatively related drug, as such, 
cannot produce any vital effect of its own, and can act sensibly at all 
only in relation to specific states of the individual organism, i.e ., in 
relation to disordered, or contingent, conditions. Therefore, the 
absolute effects of drugs have necessarily chief value in antipathic 
application, as manifestations of absorption taking place under the 
lower law of contraria; whilst the contingent effects of necessity 
have supreme value in homeopathic application, as manifestations of 
absorption occurring under the higher law of similia . 

“ There is an order of drug-effects between the positive and the 
negative, but these I have no call to treat of now—I allude to the 
effects of drugs in their passive relation to the organism, and these 
are properly the physiological, as distinct from the pathogenetic and 
the dynamic, or positive and negative effects.” 

It seems to us impossible for any thoughtful practi¬ 
tioner to have digested this philosophical paper of Mr. 
Picken’s without obtaining a clearer conception of the 
forces with which we are called upon to deal. It in every 
way supports the contention of Hahnemann that it is the 
immaterial part of man from whence flow the motions 
of health or disease to the outward material manifesta¬ 
tions, and it demonstrates that his method of seeking in 
the subtler forces of drugs the means of remedying dis- 
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ordered motions he was absolutely right. Whether or 
not it may be possible, as our knowledge of the world 
of forces we embody advances, to find yet higher 
and subtler means of counteracting morbid motion the 
future must be left to make plain. 


NEWS AND NOTES. 


A Cocaine Fatality. 

The following is from the Chemist and Druggist of 
August 14th :— 

“Death from Cocaine . 

“The Rev. Maurice Augustine Moor died on August 5th, at 
Corringhain Vicarage (near Gainsborough), from the effects of an 
overdose of Cocaine. He was, according to the widow’s evidence at 
the inquest, forty-two years of age, a curate of the Church of England, 
and lived at Bulwell, near Nottingham. He had gone about ten days 
previously to Corringham. He always had hay-fever during tne 
summer, and was accustomed to take tabloids of Cocaine. Dr. 
Leeds, of Ramsgate, ordered this remedy, to be inhaled through 
the nostrils. In reply to an inquiry by Dr. Passmore, Mrs. Moor 
said Dr. Leeds said he was to take the Cocaine through the nose, but 
she was not quite sure whether tabloids or spray. Richard Burrows, 
said : I am a chemist at Gainsborough. I knew the deceased, and he 
came to my shop on Thursday and purchased Cocaine tabloids, £ gr. 
each. He came again on Monday, and bought some more, stronger 
than the first lot, which were ordered specially for him, being J gr. 
strength. He came a third time, yesterday about one o’clock, and 
had a further supply of tabloids. I supplied him with the case pro¬ 
duced, containing a dozen tabloids. They were ^ gr. ones, and I also- 
supplied him with a tube of tabloids of $ gr. strength. The other 
case produced I cannot identify as being sold by me. He did not- 
mention whether he was going to inhale them, but said he was in the 
habit of using them, and knew how to use them. He seemed all right 
mentally, and said he used them for hay-fever. Dr. J. E. S. Passmore 
and Dr. J. W. Nicholson gave evidence of the death and of the post¬ 
mortem examination. They agreed that the death was due to an 
overdose of Cocaine, and the jury also took this view.” 


A Proving of Apis . 

A correspondent sends us the following interesting 
extract from a letter which appeared in the English 
Mechanic of July 30th :— 
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“ One of the ladies of my family has this morning been stung by a 
bee with such altogether remarkable results that I put them on 
record here in the belief that they may possibly be of interest to 
pathologists among my brother readers and correspondents. The 
sting—a not particularly painful one, by the way—was above and in 
front of the right ear. About a quarter of an hour, however, after 
being stung, the sufferer’s face became violently flushed, and blains 
or white blisters appeared all over her body, arms, and legs; and 
then, more curiously still, she developed a sharp attack of asthma! 
This yielded to some home remedies, and the blains or blisters turned 
from white to red, disappearing in the course of a few hours. They 
itched intensely, while, strangely enough, the forts et origo mali % the 
original sting, was unnoticeable, until it was pressed, when slight pain 
was experienced.” 


Egyptian Report on the Plague. 

There has recently been published the Report of the 
Commission sent by the Egyptian Government of Bombay 
to study Plague, by the Sanitary Department at Cairo. 
It is a document of considerable interest and importance, 
and is summarised as follows by the British Medical 
Journal of August 14th :— 

44 The Egyptian Commission consisted of Dr. J. G. Rogers, Director- 
General of the Sanitary Department; Dr. Bittar, bacteriologist; and 
Dr. Ibrahim Pasha Hassan. Their duty was to inquire into the 
nature of plague, to consider the question of the danger of infection 
to Egypt, and to advise how to combat the disease did it find 
admission. 

44 Dr. Bittar gives an able exposition of the disease in all its phases 
and bearings. He divides plague into three varieties: (1) bubonique 
simple, (2) septicemique , (3) pneumonique; and gives a succinct 
account of his pathological and Dacteriological work. He states that 
the intestinal form of the disease met with in Hong Kong was 
not observable in Bombay. It might be noted, however, that the 
abdominal type of plague was prevalent for the most part during the 
1895 and 1896 recurrences in Hong Kong; and it is the primary 
epidemic which the Egyptian Commission has dealt with. The con¬ 
clusions arrived at are important: 4 It is the individual and not the 
locality that is in the first instance infected, and it is the individual 
who propagates the disease along the channels of human intercourse.’ 
This is an all-important statement, and 4 once established the measures 
to be adopted are at once evident, namely, immediate isolation of the 
sick.’ The infection by the soil, by rats, ants, and flies is set aside. 

44 In regard to treatment, the Commission agree that improved 
sanitation is the only method of staying the inroads of the disease. 
The members declare that prophylactic inoculation is a method the 
efficacy of which is not yet established, and contend that to render a 
whole nation immune on the outbreak of an epidemic by inoculation 
is a practical impossibility. 
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“ At pages 22-26 a reprint of the measures adopted at Poona are 

S ven. It will be seen that a perfect and complete system of rules is 
•awn up for searchers, limewashers, and fumigators—an excellent 
scheme/ 1 


Bee-stings and Immunity. 

The following is an extract from an article which 
appeared in the Standard of August 19th :— 

“ The fact that the sting of bees, if often repeated, confers immunity 
upon the person stung, has led to the suggestion that this may have 
some bearing upon the immunity from the evil effects of a second 
bite which a non-lethal dose of snake venom affords, and also upon 
the question of anti-toxin treatment. Mr. R. C. T. Evans, who has 
brought this view forward, was told by the keeper of an apiary that 
when he first took charge of it he was laid up for some days by the 
intense inflammation due to the stings, but that he soon became quite 
indifferent to the venom. In proof of this, the beekeeper emptied one 
hive into another in the presence of Mr. Evans, and was stung several 
times during the few minutes spent in the operation. He had no 
protection over his hands and face, and, except for the sharp prick of 
the actual sting, suffered no ill effects. Another recorded case is 
worth mention. A beekeeper, having accidentally upset a hive, was 
so badly stung that he was laid up for a few weeks, but afterwards 
the stings of the bees did not affect him, though before his involuntary 
inoculation they caused great pain and swelling. The accident is said 
to have happened some years ago, but the beekeeper was still 
indifferent to stings last autumn. These statements recall the story 
of the idiot boy whose * strong propensity to bees ’ is recorded by 
Gilbert White, in his twenty-Beventh letter to Dames Barrington, and 
who seems to have acquired immunity not only against bees, but also 
against the sharper venom of wasps. This is not distinctly stated in 
White’s account, where we are told that this poor fellow * had no 
apprehensions from their stings,’ but there appears to be no room for 
doubt that he must have been often stung, for he would overturn 
hives in order to get at the honey—a proceeding which the occupants 
would certainly resent. Evidence as to this acquired immunity is to 
be found in most books that treat of bees and bee-keeping, and it is 
distinctly stated that those who have to do with bees soon get 
accustomed to being stung, and suffer no ill-effects therefrom. 
Experiments have been made to ascertain the number of stings 
required to inoculate the blood; and, according to a recent writer on 
the subject, about thirty, at the rate of three or four a day, will 
suffice, alter which the effects of the bee-poison will be trivial.” 


Reviewing and Advertising Medical Works in 
the Public Press. 

The farce of keeping up the fiction that it is unpro¬ 
fessional to advertise medical works in the daily papers 
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f oes merrily on. Here is the latest chapter. Dr. 

iauder Brunton assumes the white sheet thus (Med. 
Press , August 4th):— 

“ To the Editor of Medical Press and Circular. 

“ Sir, —In your issue of July 28th I notice a letter by 4 Medicus,’ 
in which the writer assumes that my book was sent to the Glasgow 
Herald with my knowledge. This was not so, and I had no idea it 
was going to be sent to the Glasgow Herald. It was sent by my 
publishers simply in the way that they send their books usually. I 
acknowledge that I ought to have written to the publishers before¬ 
hand not to send it to lay papers, but in the press of other occupations 
I omitted to do so. This is another illustration of the old proverb, 
‘ Evil is wrought by want of thought, as well as by want of heart,’ 
and I must cry 4 peccavi ’ for having thoughtlessly placed a stumbling- 
block in the way of others. I am obliged to 4 Medicus ’ for reminding 
me of my duty, and I have written to my publishers asking them to 
request any other lay journals to which it may have been sent not to 
review it. 

44 1 am, Sir, yours truly, 

44 J. Lauder Brunton. 

44 10, Stratford Place, Cavendish Square, 

“ July 80, 1897.” 

Whereupon the Glasgow Herald of August 7th :— 

44 Medical etiquette is surely the strangest wild-fowl in the whole 
menagerie of conventions. Here we have Dr. Lauder Brunton, in the 
columns of the Medical Press and Circular , humbly apologising, on 
behalf of his publishers, for the circumstance that his book on 
Lectures on the Action of Medicines was sent to and reviewed 
by the Glasgow Herald. The unenlightened public may ask why. 
For us the only element of surprise in the incident is that a man of 
Dr. Brunton’B eminence should have submitted to the terrorism 
exercised by these medical journals over the writers and publishers 
of medical books. Founding on the etiquette which is supposed to 
bar lay discussion of the mysteries of medicine, these journals claim 
a monopoly of the review of books of this class, and their power was 
never more unscrupulously wielded than in the present instance. 
No other profession has ever attempted to make for its representative 
journals such a preposterous claim. . . . From the early part of the 
last century, when English medical men—Sir John Floyer leading— 
broke through the convention which forbade them to write in their 
native tongue; from the days of Culpeper, who published all his 
works in English, made English translations of the London Pharma¬ 
copeia, and earned the dislike of the 4 College ’ dignitaries by sneering 
in an intelligible tongue at the simples of the Pharmacopeia and at 
many of the beliefs and etiquettes to) which the College of Physicians 
had given their powerful sanction and protection, the history of the 
subject was, down to the early part of the present century, one of 
steady progress. . . . One would hope that the majority of doctors 
regard with some degree of shame the spectacle of an eminent 
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colleague acknowledging that he 4 ought to have written to the 
publishers beforehand not to send it [his book] to lay papers,' and 
than Icing an anonymous correspondent for reminding him of his 
‘dxrfcy ’ in this respect. . . . But the facts are as we have stated 
them, and as they are confessed by Dr. Lauder Brunton and by 
hfessr-s. Macmillan, whose request that their book should not be 
reviewed reached us only after the review of Lectures on the Action 
of Jb£edAcines had been published. It is no concern of ours, of 
coixrse, to advertise the wares of those who object to the wide 
publicity which reviews in the daily press command. But, as our 
friends the writers on medicine are pleased to know, there are other 
ways of procuring new books than by the gift of publishers, and 
we will not be deterred by the tyranny which the medical press 
exercises so impudently from presenting to our readers the best 
expert opinion we can command on the merits or demerits of such 
medical publications as we choose to notice.” 

Thus the Glasgow Herald and Common Sense. But 
imagine the professional sensibilities of Dr. Brunton 
(mayhap his commercial sensibilities did not suffer with 
same acuteness) on reading in the next number of 
the Medical Press (August 11th) a letter from another 
candid friend, “ M. R. C. P.,” enclosing the following ex¬ 
tract from the New Books column of the Times :— 


NEW 


VOLUME III. NOW READY. 

SYSTEM OF MEDICINE. 
Writers. 


By Many 


Edited by Thomas Clifford Allbutt, M.A., M.D., F.R.S. 

Vol. III. Containing—Certain General Diseases, Diseases of the 
Stomach and Bowels. 8vo, 25s. net. 

Tbe Contributors to this volume are Dr. W. H. Allchin, Mr. 
Herbert Wm» Allingham, Mr. Anthony A. Bowlby, Prof. John Rose 
Hrodford, L>r, T. Lauder Brunton , Dr. W. B. Cheadle, Dr. W. S. 
^hixrch, Dr. Louis Cobbett, Dr. W. Lee Dickinson, Dr. W. Howship 
HiclcmBon, Prof. Julius Dreschfeld, Dr. W. Soltau Fenwick, Dr. 
^krobibald E. Garrod, Mr. R. F. C. Leith, Dr. Patrick Manson, Prof. 
W - S. Playfair, Dr. Charles Henry Ralfe, Sir William Roberts, Dr. 
Humphry Davy Rolleston, Prof. R. Saundby, Dr. Eustace Smith, 
J. Kent Spender, Dr. George F. Still, Mr. J. R. Stocker, Mr. 
Frederick Treves, Dr. W. Hale White, Dr. W. A. Wills, and the 
-Editor. 

The Times ,— 44 The high standard of the previous volumes is well 
tn^intained. ’' 


We shall be interested to learn if there is any further 
demand for white sheets on the part of this crop of 
Medical eminences in the pillory. 
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The Real Emancipation op Woman. 

We have much sympathy with the various movements 
for freeing women from the artificial restraints imposed on 
them by senseless customs of the past; but we think that 
the efforts to attain freedom often suffer from misdirection. 
However, we rejoice to see that dress-reform is now occu¬ 
pying a good deal of attention ; and if the lessons of the 
terrible Paris fire should result in helping to bring this about 
the unhappy victims will not have suffered in vain. The 
following is from the Paris Letter of the British Medical 
Journal , May 29th:— 

“ The number of female victims in the terrible Charity Bazaar fire 
is attributed by the ‘ feminists ’ to the fact that women are obliged 
to wear petticoats and skirts instead of attire more resembling that 
adopted by the male sex, forbidden to them by a police regulation. It 
is assertea by Mme. Astie de Valsayre, Secretaire-General de l’Affran- 
chisBement des Femmes, that owing to the encumbrance of the 
petticoats and skirts the movements of the wearers were paralysed, 
and in the sauve qui peut they were helpless, whilst the men reached 
the exits in a clin d'oeil. All the societies and leagues working for 
female emancipation are on the alert, and a petition, signed by Mme. 
Astie de Valsayre in the name of her sister members, has been 
addressed to the Chamber of Deputies, praying for freedom in costume 
which will lessen the danger for those who prefer simple costumes to 
dangerous furbelows. ‘ Dr. Minime,’ in the feuilleton of the Journal 
de Mtdecine , lifts up his voice against the insanitary act of obliging 
women to wear dresses which sweep up microbes, sputa, and dust. 
This is certainly a true and heavy charge against the tyranny of 
fashion which holds women in bondage. * Dr. Minime ’ urges women 
to exert themselves to shake off this bondage and discard their 
insanitary skirts, which ill protect the lower limbs from cold, hinder 
physical exercise, and gather up in the streets all the pathogenous 
microbes to carry them into dwelling-houses.’* 


Exit—“ Ethics ” ! 

According to the Medical Press (August 18th) the British 
Medical Association has had enough of “Ethics”—at 
least at its annual gatherings. The canny Scot, it would 
appear, has a constitutional dislike to this particular 
development of fin de siicle British Medical polity. 

“ Ethics and thb Next Annual Meeting of the British 
Medical Association. 

“The executive committee of the annual meeting of the British 
Medical Association to be held next year in Edinburgh have, we 
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understand, decided that there shall be no ethical section. The 
subject of medical ethics in Scotland ocoupies quite a different 
position to that which is the case in England. As a matter of fact, 
questions of etiquette, so-called, seldom, if ever, arise across the 
border, and thus our Scotch confreres have no need to discuss them. 
Apart, however, from this, we think that the decision at which the 
executive committee have arrived is a wise one. Indeed, judging 
from the display of brotherly bickerings and family strife at the 
meeting in Carlisle, it would be best were no ethical section to be 
permitted to be held again.” 


ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


JUBILEE THERAPEUTICS. 

By R. E. Dudgeon, M.D. 

The annus mirabilis of .the “ Diamond Jubilee,” or six- 
tieth year of the reign of Queen Victoria, has instigated 
the allopathic medical periodicals, and more especially 
the Lancet and the British Medical Journal , to write 
more or less accurate histories of the progress of 
medicine since the commencement of the Record Reign 
down (or up) to the present day. During this long 
period great alterations have been witnessed in every de¬ 
partment of medical science, and we all must agree that 
these alterations have in many cases been improvements, 
especially in the departments of surgery, pathology 
and hygiene. But it is with therapeutics that we are 
more particularly concerned. A change, a mighty change 
Has been effected, chiefly, however, of a negative character. 
Iri 1837, and for many years thereafter, medical practice 
still employed as its chief methods of treatment blood¬ 
letting, mercurialisation, blisters, cauteries, setons, ex¬ 
cessive purgation and other painful and debilitating 
methods which are now relegated to oblivion, and have 
been superseded by the tonics, hypnotics, antipyretics, 
3 .nd mild remedial measures of the present day. Our 
allopathic historians of this revolution omit to mention 
that the teaching and practice of Hahnemann and his school 
and the spread of a knowledge and experience of homeo¬ 
pathic treatment among the patient world were the 
^mediate cause of the cessation of the traditional 
debilitating and painful practices of the dominant school. 
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They also omit to state that many of the now popular 
remedies employed in orthodox practice were purloined 
from the homeopathic materia medica. But it was not 
to be expected that the partisans of so-called orthodox 
medicine would admit that the doctrines and practice of 
Hahnemann, which they have persistently maligned and 
denounced during all these years, have had any part in 
the production of the change that has taken place in the 
therapeutics of their own school. 

While Sir William Broadbent, in an address to which 
attention was called in a late number of the Homeopathic 
World, asserts that the dawn of Scientific Medicine is only 
now commencing, the British Medical Journal refers 
that interesting event to a far distant period. It says: 
“With the advent of the sixteenth century medicine 
came first to be looked upon as a science, and then, along 
with the other sciences, went forward by leaps and 
hounds. The great anatomists, physiologists, and 
chemists of this period, by patient observation and 
careful deduction, built up the foundation upon which 
medicine rose from an art to a science.” * 

If by “medicine” the writer means “therapeutics,” 
we must confess that to date its rise from an art to a 
science to “ the advent of the sixteenth century ” is 
ludicrously incorrect. We rather agree with Sir W. 
Broadbent that scientific medicine is not yet manifest in 
the dominant school, and we even doubt if there are any 
visible signs of its “ dawn.” Homeopathy alone, with its 
rule for the selection of the remedy founded on a well- 
authenticated law of nature, fulfils the requirements of 
science in its application to the cure of disease. But 
that, of course, upholders of traditional unscientific 
medicine will not allow. 

And yet some of the latest developments of old-school 
therapeutics would seem to compel our opponents to 
acknowledge that it is in the direction of homeopathy that 
the much desiderated science of therapeutics must be 


* Dr. P. Daugherty, in the Denver Medical Times for June last, goes one 
better than the Editor of the British Medical Journal , for he says the 
birth (an advance upon “dawn”) of scientific medicine occurred four 
centuries before the Christian era. But we must dismiss this as a flight 
of Hiberno-American fancy, for if we accept that as the birthday of scientific 
medicine we must conclude that scientific medicine is now in a state of 
senile decay. 
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sought. For hear what the British Medical Journal in the 
Jubilee article says : “A most remarkable development of 
therapeutics is the antitoxic method, whereby the disease 
itself is made to supply the instrument of its cure.” That 
is to say, the virus of a disease modified by its transmission 
through healthy bodies becomes a remedy for that disease. 
This is a kind of homeopathy that has for many years 
been practised in our school; by Hahnemann himself in 
the case of psorin, and by many of his disciples who have 
successfully employed tuberculin, variolin, vaccine, and 
various other nosodes , as they are termed, as remedies for 
the diseases of which they are the products. 

But the era of the Queen’s reign has witnessed a more 
remarkable therapeutic novelty than any of those described 
by the historians of the Lancet and British Medical 
Journal. We allude to the administration of portions of 
the healthy glands or organs of animals, in cases where 
morbid states or defects of the corresponding glands or 
organs in sick human beings are presumed to be the 
cause of their diseases. If the anticipation of the advo¬ 
cates of this method are realised, medical practice will be 
completely revolutionised. The giving of drugs will be 
abolished, and all that the practitioner will need to do is 
to ascertain or to guess what is the gland, tissue, or organ 
whose morbid or defective action is responsible for his 
patient’s disease, and when this is done to administer 
portions of the corresponding gland or organ taken from 
a healthy animal N 

We believe that to the late Professor Brown-S6quard 
must be given the credit of the introduction of this 
method. Towards the end of the eighties he announced 
that an extract made from the testicles of dogs and other 
animals hypodermically injected was a veritable elixir 
vitae, and that it restored to old men the vigour of 
youth, like the fabled Fontaine de Jouvence. 

The hypodermic method recommended by Brown- 
S6quard has been abandoned by his successors, and the 
organic remedies are now administered by the mouth. 
In this way the orchitic substance has been employed 
with, it is said, encouraging success in locomotor ataxy, 
hysteria, melancholia, neurasthenia, debility and impo¬ 
tence. 

Thyroid gland substance has been used with marked 
effect in myxedema, psoriasis, lupus, scleroderma, creti- 
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nism, obesity, alopecia, ichthyosis, eczema, pityriasis 
rubra, uterine cancer and fibroids. In cases of myxe¬ 
dema, in which its effects are most apparent, the 
patient has to be fed continuously with the gland, 
otherwise the disease returns. Besides the diseases we 
have mentioned, the thyroid gland is recommended in 
goitre, Graves’s disease, acromegaly, xeroderma and 
tetanus. Dr. Hector Mackenzie gives us a list of its 
physiological effects: It diminishes bulk, increases the 
temperature, promotes the growth of hair, restores 
cutaneous functions, improves the intelligence, brings 
back suppressed menses, promotes a flow of urine, and 
causes the skin to desquamate. A wonderful remedy, 
indeed—quite a polychrest! 

Red marrow is said to be specific for chlorosis, anemia 
(even of the pernicious sort), and leucocythemia. 

Supra-renal capsule is recommended in Addison’s 
disease, splenic anemia and diabetes insipidus. 

Thymus gland is given for infantile marasmus, hyper¬ 
trophic paralysis, goitre, ordinary and exophthalmic, glan¬ 
dular enlargements with anemia, and is said to be a general 
tonic. 

The pituitary body having been found diseased in that 
curious malady acromegaly, is accordingly said to be 
efficacious in that intractable affection. It is also advised 
in deficient brain power and even idiocy, but whether it 
has been really serviceable in such affections is not very 
certain. 

Ovarian tissue naturally comes as a remedy for diseases 
of the ovary, functional or organic. It is said to be useful 
for menopausic troubles, and especially after removal of 
the ovaries, or one of them. Its use is also advocated in 
functional or organic neuroses, melancholia, chronic mania, 
and various other complaints. 

Cerebrinin, the grey substance of the brain, has, or 
ought to have, a wide sphere of beneficial action. Its 
use has been suggested in functional sclerosis, locomotor 
ataxy, epilepsy, alcoholism, insomnia, melancholia, neu¬ 
rasthenia, the effects of onanism, pseudo-hypertrophic 
paralysis, headache, loss of memory, anemia, general 
debility, and the symptoms following ovariotomy. 

Spleen substance is to be given after the removal of 
the diseased spleen, if the patient survives the operation 
—not otherwise. It is recommended in general debility. 
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ague, splenic enlargements, rachitis, anemia (simple and 
pernicious), oligemia, lymphodermic phthisis, and for 
general tonic purposes. 

Besides the above organic remedies, our enterprising 
chemists offer for our use preparations of the mucous 
membrane of the duodenum and intestines, the Fallopian 
tube, the mammary gland, the parotid gland, the pancreas, 
and the spinal cord, and will no doubt be happy to furnish 
us with bits of any organ or tissue taken from the corpora 
villa of inferior animals we may wish to experiment 
with on the corpora nobilia of our patients. 

These new organic remedies are usually prepared in 
the form of tabloids. Some chemists sell these tabloids 
simply compressed, and one covers them daintily with a 
coat of jujube. Jubilee remedies, one would think, ought 
to be jujubilised. 

It is strange that our historians cf medical progress 
during the sixty years of Her Majesty’s reign should 
have hardly alluded to this marvellous therapeutic 
novelty. It is still in its infancy, but at the rate it is 
now advancing it bids fair to supersede entirely all drug 
giving, and to reduce or elevate therapeutics to the utmost 
simplicity, and, in the words of the British Medical 
Journal , “ though it has not yet come to its season of 
mellow fruitfulness, it opens up possibilities undreamt 
of by our predecessors of 1837,” or, we may say, by our 
predecessors of 1887. 

The tissue remedies of Schiissler and the biochemical 
therapeutics of Ameke may be considered as foreshadow¬ 
ings of this organic “ therapeutics,” but as those systems 
only employed the chemical constituents of the body ex¬ 
tracted at a considerable expenditure of time and trouble, 
they lack the simplicity and facility of the later method, 
which boldly feeds the patients on the healthy organs of 
animals for diseases supposed to depend on derangements 
or defects of the corresponding organs in the patients. 

It seems rather a defect of the new system, that its im¬ 
plements of cure should be derived from animals the 
structure of whose organs may be supposed not to run on 
all fours (notwithstanding they are mostly quadrupeds) 
with human organs; but probably there are difficulties, 
not to mention prejudices, in the way of feeding patients 
on human tissues, as cannibalism is not now an institu¬ 
tion of this country; though it is stated that certain 
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practices observed among cannibal people gave Dr. Brown- 
S6quard the hint for his employment of youth-renewing 
injections. 

Mummy, which used to form an ingredient in many of 
the composite prescriptions of two centuries ago, and 
grated human skull—by preference of a man who had been 
hanged—besides human fat and various se- and excretions 
of humanity figure as medicines in the old pharmacopeias. 
These may be regarded as the precursors of the “ animal- 
tissue therapeutics” of to-day, “not yet come to their 
season of mellow fruitfulness,” as the writer in the 
British Medical Journal eloquently puts it. A precedent 
for the employment of human as well as other animal 
tissues is furnished by Macbeth’s witches, whose hell- 
broth was concocted of— 

41 Fillet of a fenny snake, 

Eye of newt, and toe of frog, 

Wool of bat, and tongue of dog, 

Adder’s fork, and blind-worm’s sting, 

Lizard’s leg, and owlet’s wing, 

Scale of dragon, tooth of wolf, 

Witch’s mummy, maw and gulf 
Of the ravin’d salt-sea shark, 

Root of hemlock digg’d i’ the dark; 

Liver of blaspheming Jew, 

Gall of goat, and slips of. yew 
Silver’d in the moon’s eclipse, 

Nose of Turk, and Tartar’s lips, 

Finger of birth-strangled babe, 

Ditch-delivered by a drab.” 

But we do not know if medicinal effects were expected 
from this savoury concotion. 

Poor old Physic ! You arrogate to yourself the title of 
“ traditional,” while you despise and discard tradition; of 
“ scientific,” while, by your own confession, you have no 
scientific principles whatever; of “rational,”and you can 
give no reason — or fifty different and contradictory 
reasons—for your treatment of any disease; of “ regular,” 
and you have no regula or rule for your employment of 
drugs; of “ orthodox,” and you have no creed. You 
talk of the “art of medicine,” and you are incessantly 
changing the mode and the very implements of your 
boasted art. There is nothing fixed, nothing constant, 
nothing that can claim to be incontrovertible truth about 
your practice. It changes with every decade. During 
this comparatively short period of sixty years you have 
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suffered as many revolutions as a Spanish-American 
republic. In the early years your treatment consisted 
of bleeding, counter-irritation, and purgation ; then you 
relied mainly on expectancy, that is to say, doing nothing; 
this was succeeded by the era of alcoholic stimulation; 
then came the reign of tonics, narcotics, and antipyretics; 
and now it seems as though you would abandon drugs 
and seek salvation for your patients by arbitrarily 
ascribing their disease to the derangement of the function 
of some particular organ and feeding them on the corres¬ 
ponding organ of some healthy animal. You pursue with 
eagerness the ignes fatui of illusory hypotheses, which 
glimmer for a while but are soon extinguished; and you 
avert your eyes from the steady light of homeopathy 
which has been shining brightly for a hundred years to 
guide you to the truth in therapeutics. For these 
hundred years you have been maligning and mis¬ 
representing homeopathy and persecuting its professors. 
Is it not high time that you reversed these tactics, and 
adopted in this the second century of homeopathy a treat¬ 
ment of it more in accord with the character of members of 
a scientific and liberal profession ? An impartial examina¬ 
tion of the doctrines and practice of Hahnemann, and a 
willingness to listen to the arguments and proofs of his 
followers in your societies and periodicals, would tend to 
dispel your prejudices and convince you that homeopathy 
has a fair claim to be considered a scientific, rational, and 
successful n^ode of treatment, worthy of adoption, in 
whole or in part, by all practitioners who wish to do the 
best for their patients. 


NOTES AS TO SYMPHYTUM OFFICINALE. 

By Robert T. Cooper, M.D. 

The appended letter from a lady is interesting when 
taken along with recent experiences of mine regarding the 
action of the common Comfrey; it would be premature to 
refer to her own case ; that of her daughter was the result 
of a single dose (arborivital) of Aquilegia Vulg. 

“ Dear Dr. Cooper,—I received your letter and enclosure 
yesterday, and took the powder immediately (7.45 a.m.), and 
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though it seems extraordinary, it is really true that I worked in 
the garden (stooping) for an hour, gathering fruit, &c., and only 
once felt the slipping out I told you of, which for months has 
always taken place in a very few minutes. To-day I have not 
had any exertion, but have not felt anything at all of the piles. 

I will write again at the end of the fortnight, and tell you the 
result of the action of the medicine. I have been much in¬ 
terested in reading your new work on Serious Cases Saved from 
Operation , and the cases quoted are certainly wonderful. I 
was particularly interested as to the action of the common 
Comfrey, as, just before I was married, I had a very severe and 
dangerous attack of scarlet fever. When I was recovering, 
abscesses formed on both sides the neck, just below the ear, 
but the swelling was so great inside that I could only swallow 
liquid with great difficulty. The swelling outside extended 
from the ear to the chin, and was very hard and intensely 
painful. Two doctors were attending me, and both recom¬ 
mended and applied various remedies without any effect, when 
an old servant of my grandfather’s brought down some of the 
common Comfrey , and begged my mother to apply it as a 
poultice. She did so, and the pain was immediately relieved, 
and both abscesses decreased rapidly until they were entirely 
absorbed, and, as far as I can remember, without any external 
discharge. Since then I have always grown the plant, and 
have given it to poor neighbours with equally good results. 

It was to my little girl’s throat I referred. Since you prescribed 
for her she has had no return of the glandular swellings and 
tonsillitis she so frequently suffered from, and in fact has had 
no illness whatever. As before she was an exceedingly delicate 
child, and usually had three or four attacks every winter, this 
is a great advance. She is now growing fast, and except that 
she is highly strung and excitable, seems quite healthy. Occa¬ 
sionally she gets little pieces of hard cheesy matter from her 
tonsils, but without any pain. 

“ With apologies for the length of this letter, and many 
thanks, 

“ I am, 

“ Yours very truly. 

My friend, Mr. Lane Clark, the well-known dental 
surgeon, acting upon my suggestion, made use of the 
Comfrey in this case :— 

A middle-aged practitioner, in large general practice, 
was advised to submit to operation by Mr. Clark for a 
carious condition of the upper jaw in connection with the 
front incisor teeth, and extending up to the floor of the 
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nose, the bone being infiltrated with pus, and the teeth 
loose in their sockets and useless, not being able to bite 
upon them. 

As the gentleman could not arrange to leave his practice 
Mr. Clark suggested treatment by medicines, a suggestion 
that was at once voted to be ridiculous, but nevertheless 
was submitted to. Symphyt. Officin ., in three-drop doses 
three times a day, was prescribed with three inter-current 
doses of Merc. Cor. 3x, and at the end of a fortnight the 
patient returned with the condition of his mouth quite 
changed; the teeth had become fixed, the gum over the 
bone had healed up, and the purulent discharge from the 
bone had disappeared. 

A surgeon who had seen the patient on the first occasion 
along with Mr. Clark declared he would not have believed 
it to be the same mouth had he not himself seen it. 

Mentioning the subject of Comfrey to Dr. Von Ditt- 
mann, of St. Petersburg, the other day, he affirmed that 
for years he had used it with most excellent results in 
carious conditions of bones. 


CONVULSIVE SEIZURES TREATED WITH 
CICUTA VIROSA. 

By Alex. H. Cboucheb, M.D. Edin. 

A.B., a female child, aged nine months, came under 
my care on May 5, 1897. According to the mother, 
the little patient had suffered from convulsive seizures 
for three months. The attacks commenced somewhat 
insidiously, but became very frequent; sometimes the 
child had as many as a dozen seizures in the twenty- 
four hours, and never less than six. 

The mother was unable to assign any cause for the 
first seizure. The only important point in the family 
history was that the mother lost one child about the 
same age from an obscure cerebral illness, but in that 
case the cause was attributed to a fall, and the child 
died about three months after the accident. I may 
mention that I had seen none of the family until the 
patient came under treatment. A brother, aged about 
five years, is apparently very healthy. A step-sister of 
the mother, aged fourteen, has acquired the habit of 
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masturbation, and has had treatment for some years. 
Both these points in the family history indicate a 
neurotic tendency. 

The patient is well nourished, but has a vacant ex¬ 
pression about the eyes, and in various ways gives one 
the idea that the intellectual powers are not equal to 
what one would expect at nine months. There are two 
incisor teeth in the lower jaw. 

As regards the character of the seizures, I had not an 
opportunity of seeing the patient in one, as the parents 
live some miles away; but according to the mother’s 
statement the attacks lasted from one to two minutes, 
and consisted of rolling of the head and of the eyes, 
rigidity of the limbs, and the thumbs were turned into 
the palms of the hands; the child cried out during the 
attacks. 

As the patient was entirely breast-fed I recommended 
two meals of Mellin’s Food prepared with milk to be 
given during the day, and as the bowels were constipated, 
glycerine suppositories were ordered to be used. A mix¬ 
ture containing Bromide of Potassium and Chloral , which 
had been given for three months, was ordered to be 
discontinued; this mixture appeared to prevent the 
attacks for the first w T eek or so, but afterwards had no 
effect, unless the mixture was responsible for the dazed 
and vacant expression on the child’s face. 

Cupr. Met. 6, mii t.i.d. was prescribed, but at the end 
of a week no improvement was effected. 

On June 5th Cicuta Virosa 3x was prescribed, one 
perloid to be given every three hours. 

On June 11th a report by letter stated that the number 
of attacks was reduced in the twenty-four hours; the 
medicine was therefore continued. 

On June 28th the mother wrote to me as follows: 
“It is now a fortnight since you saw baby, and as we 
cannot go to Eastbourne just at present I thought I would 
send you a line. She has been improving steadily ever 
since; the first week she had generally three attacks in 
twenty-four hours, and last week only two attacks in the 
same time; yesterday she was not quite so well and had four 
severe attacks in twenty-four hours, but has not had any 
more, so that now it is twenty-eight hours since she had 
the slightest attack; this is a wonderful improvement. 
I should also mention that the bowels have acted naturally 
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during the whole fortnight, and she seems to digest her 
food well.’* The mother then goes on to say that the 
patient has developed a wheezy cough. Antim Tart. 3x 
soon relieved this, and the Cicuta Virosa was still given 
night and morning. The mother also mentions that 
baby is very bright and merry and takes much more 
notice. On July 12th there had been no repetition of 
the attacks, and Calc. Phos. 3 was prescribed night and 
morning, and some modification in diet made. The child 
has vastly improved in all respects and up to date has 
kept well. The molars have come through. 

Eastbourne, August 14, 1897. 


MYRICA CERIFERA. 

By Frederick Kopp, Greenwich, N.S.W. 

I.—Introduction and Head and Throat Symptoms. 

Among the innumerable new remedies that have been 
added to our materia medica during the last twenty 
years, I believe I may safely assert, without fear of 
contradiction, that there are few that surpass Myrica 
cerifera in value as a curative agent in the treatment of 
some of our most important diseases. As a reliable 
remedy in the treatment of jaundice alone it has won 
golden laurels, and numerous cases of that hepatic dis¬ 
order have been cured through its administration. Its 
intrinsic value also in the treatment of chronic diarrhea 
cannot be denied, and many an obstinate case has yielded 
to its power. In affections of the throat it has proved 
itself a useful and most reliable remedy, more especially 
in ulceration of the fauces, aphthous tonsillitis, and 
catarrh of the throat and posterior nares. The 
faithfulness with which the symptoms in disease, when 
similar to those borne out in the proving, yield to the 
action of the drug, is a striking illustration of the truth¬ 
fulness and the value of homeopathy. We have all 
along in these pages both asserted and argued that 
“homeopathy appeals to facts'"; that its foundation, 
built upon reality and natural science, cannot be shaken. 
Homeopathy relies only on facts. It is based upon un~ 
questionable facts ; it is founded upon unassailable facts ; 
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it is upheld by undeniable facts. Myrica cerifera is but 
one example among a thousand of the scientific truth of 
the law of similars— similia similibus curantur —the one 
law by which every disease must be treated. 

Myrica cerifera belongs to the natural order Amentacece , 
and is a semi-evergreen shrub, of a branching nature, grow¬ 
ing in the woods and open fields of the United States of 
America. It is commonly known by the English name 
of Bayberry ; it is also called Waxberry and Wax Myrtle 
by some. The officinal portion of the plant used in 
medicine is the bark of the root, which is of a bitter and 
astringent taste, and rather spicy and acrid. The active 
principle is a greyish-brown powder, very light in weight, 
known by the name of Myricin, which is soluble in 
alcohol. The officinal preparations are the different 
triturations of Myricin ; and the mother-tincture of the 
bark of the root made with dilute alcohol, from which the 
various dilutions are made. 

The following are the principal symptoms developed 
during a recent proving with the mother-tincture of 
Myrica cerifera , 10 m. every hour for about a fortnight:— 

The symptoms affecting the head are severe headache, 
with throbbing in the temples; feeling of emptiness in 
the head; scalp sore to the touch ; headache with great 
drowsiness, accompanied with ringing in the ears ; heavy, 
dull, aching pain in both temples and forehead in the 
morning on w T aking; headache, accompanied with stiff¬ 
ness and pain in the nape of the neck; dull pain and 
pressure in the vertex and forehead, accompanied with 
throbbing synchronous with the pulse; morning head¬ 
ache, accompanied with aching pains in the small of the 
back; feeling of tightness of the scalp, with cold, chilly 
feeling passing over the top of the head ; feeling of heavi¬ 
ness in the back of the head, accompanied with pressing 
and constrictive feeling in the nose ; heavy, dull feeling 
over both eyes, afterwards stricture across the nose ; pain 
in the right side of the back of the head ; peculiar sensa¬ 
tion in the top of the head as if something were fermenting 
there; vertigo, with fits of yawning and great drowsiness, 
accompanied with yawning; headache, aggravated by 
stooping or moving about; dull, oppressive headache in 
the right side of the head, with fulness, preceded by 
vertigo and rush of blood to the head; great irritability 
and indifference to everything; very gloomy, greatly 
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depressed and despondent mood ; cannot concentrate the 
mind on any subject; great restlessness at night while 
in bed, with tossing about; on waking in the morning 
there is a dull, frontal headache, and feel unrefreshed and 
gloomy; frequent waking at night; sleep greatly dis¬ 
turbed by frightful dreams; with and after the headache 
there is great drowsiness, so that the prover falls asleep 
during the daytime ; but at night there is a great exhila¬ 
ration of the nervous system and a persistent sleeplessness; 
pain of a dull character in the head and eyes, with great 
heaviness in the eyes; yellowness of the eyes; eyes 
appear congested; sensation of heat in the eyes ; quiver¬ 
ing of the eyelids, with aching in the right eyeball ; 
smarting pain in the left eye ; very sharp pain in the left 
eye, which looks sore and inflamed, this symptom being 
most prominent in the morning; sensation as if both eyes 
were filled with sand, accompanied with smarting and 
great difficulty in closing the lids ; flushed face, with sore 
feeling in both eyes; eyes feel easily tired on reading; 
pressure in the head, with slight giddiness and ringing m 
the ears ; coryza, very severe, in the morning; accumula¬ 
tion of tenacious mucus in the nose, of a very offensive 
character; feeling of constriction across the nose; a 
feeling in the nose as if the prover were suffering from an 
attack of catarrh ; peculiar and excruciating and aching 
feeling in the posterior nares ; increase of saliva, accom¬ 
panied with heartburn ; severe dryness of the fauces and 
the mouth; great pressure in the malar bones ; throbbing 
and fulness about the head and face; pain of a darting, 
lancinating character at the articulation of the jaw (right 
side); sensation as if insects were crawling over the face; 
the tongue and roof of the mouth covered with a thick 
coating of a very adhesive nature, and very difficult to 
remove, accompanied with a foul taste in the mouth and 
very offensive breath ; tongue covered with a thick coating 
of a yellowish or dirty-white colour ; furred tongue, with 
foul taste in the mouth, accompanied with nausea; sensa¬ 
tion of burning and fulness in the face ; yellow appear¬ 
ance of the skin of the face; stinging, accompanied with 
itching, in the right side of the face ; nauseous and bitter 
taste in the mouth, accompanied with offensive breath. 

The throat is sore in the morning ; and there is a rough 
feeling in the throat, which feels swollen and constricted, 
accompanied with continual desire to swallow; tenacious 
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and offensive mucus, which is removed with great 
difficulty, fills the nasal organs and throat; in the after¬ 
noon there is painful deglutition, with a feeling in the 
throat as if there were a foreign substance there. Great 
accumulation of mucus in the throat, stringy, and removed 
with great difficulty; pain of a lancinating, darting cha¬ 
racter near the right tonsil. 

(To be continued .) 


A THUJA CASE FROM LAY PRACTICE. 

The following interesting case has been sent us for 
publication by the father of the patient in question :— 

“ Wishing to testify to the value of homeopathy, I will 
here narrate an incident which occurred to my little boy 
six months old. 

“ On the morning of June 23rd, just after having his 
bath, he began crying, as if in great pain, and continued 
so all day, and we failed to know the reason, but noticed 
that his left arm was entirely useless and he was unable to 
move it. We let it go on till tlje evening, when we noticed 
it was swelling, but there was only a little inflammation; 
and on the third day (he not having been out of his 
mother's arms) we thought it advisable to call in a 
medical practitioner, who thought he had had a sprain or 
fall, and prescribed a lotion of Belladonna and soothing 
medicine and powder, calling in every other day. On the 
eighth day it appeared worse, the arm being swollen from 
the wrist to above the elbow—also the hand a little—and 
being over two inches larger than the other. The doctor 
said he failed to understand it, and thought an operation 
was necessary to find out, but wishing us to get other 
advice, recommended a specialist in such cases who might 
be able to diagnose the case. Accordingly, a consultant was 
called, who came quite prepared to operate, but the two 
not being able to agree, and practically neither under¬ 
standing the case, the second doctor thinking the child 
too young for an operation, they left us without giving any 
instructions as to what we should do. Then we were 
advised by our neighbour to try the homeopathic treat¬ 
ment. A lotion of Calendula officin . was given and Thujai 
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3x internally. After fifteen hours, the doctor calling in, 
said he believed it smaller. It certainly looked better; 
but on the third day the arm was reduced three-quarters 
of an inch, and each day there was a perceptible differ¬ 
ence, and by the end of the week it was down within half 
an inch of its normal size. Now it seems quite right, as 
he is able to move it as before; but we are still ignorant 
as to the exact cause.” 

Mr. AJexander McGregor, of Solent Road, West 
Hampstead, who prescribed for the case, adds the follow¬ 
ing note :— 

“ I diagnosed it as vaccinosis (although as a layman I 
must not trench on superior judgment), and the results, 
day by day, were astounding. I gave the dose, at first 
every three hours, more infrequently after. The child’s 
arm is now wholly well, although the two allopathic 
physicians called in by the parents were practically at 
their wits’ end both as to cause and cure.” 


MATERIA MEDICA MISCELLANY. 

By J. R. P. Lambert, M.D. 

Senecio Aureus and its uses .—According to Dr. A. L. 
Marcy, this remedy should be used in many cases where 
Pulsatilla is generally used. It has the same general 
coldness, a nervous, restless, sleepless condition, debility, 
nausea, and a feeling as if the menses would appear. If 
the menstrual function is not abnormal, no good need be 
expected from Senecio. In cases where this function has 
never been established, or where the periods are irregular, 
early, or delayed, the flow scanty or profuse, of too long 
duration, or ceasing entirely, with or without cramps and 
pain, and very often painful urination—whatever may be 
the train of attendant symptoms, Senecio will restore 
health where it is possible, the cure all depending on the 
correction of this morbid or deranged condition of men¬ 
struation. Dr. Marcy also recommends its use for 
retarded convalescence after parturition and debility 
dependent on lactation. Also for women suffering from 
prolapsus, retroversion and dysmenorrhea, accompanied 
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by chronic cystitis, a raw burning pain at neck of bladder, 
with frequent desire to urinate, and cutting pain at 
beginning and end of the act. Lastly he uses it at the 
climacteric for hot flushes, vertigo, with feeling of wave 
going from back to front of head, flushed face, great giddi¬ 
ness on stooping, desire for, and better in the open air.— 
Horn. Recorder . 

Palladium in Ovarian Neuralgia. —Dr. E. Y. Moffat 
has recorded a case of severe persistent pain in the right 
ovary in an unmarried lady of 35 years. She had suffered 
from it for ten years, and received no relief from allopathic 
treatment nor the attempts of two homeopaths who tried 
most of the remedies. Palladium 3 relieved after the 
first dose, and a two-drachm bottle gave absolute comfort 
for six months, and after a year an occasional dose relieves 
at once. There were no collateral symptoms.— N. A.J.H. 

The Headache of Rhus Radicans. —Dr. Korndoerfer 
says that the Rhus radicans causes headache in the 
occiput, over the nape of the neck, and from there 
the pains extend over the head forwards, while the head¬ 
ache of Rhus tox is seated in the sinciput and extends 
backwards. By observing this distinction he has often 
been able to distinguish in Rhus rad. the suitable remedy 
and to treat successfully cases of typhoid where all the 
symptoms pointed to Rhus, and yet Rhus tox refused to 
act.— Horn. Recorder, translated from Willst du Gesund 
Werden. 

Abrotanum for Chilblains.—Abrotanum is an excellent 
remedy in chilblains, so long as they have not burst open. 
When they have burst open Drs. Dahlke and Kroener 
recommend Nitri acidum. In a predisposition to chil¬ 
blains, Abrotanum may also be used as a preventative, 
beginning in September.— Ibid. 

Rhododendron <f> in Rheumatic Headache. —The follow¬ 
ing interesting case is reported by Dr. E. Y. Moffat in 
the N. A. J. H. :—“ Child, aet. 10 years. Gouty heredity 
marked. Has suffered for several years, and being in a 
wealthy New York family, has had some of the most pro¬ 
minent old school physicians. All tried various means to 
eliminate uric acid, but nothing cured. She is well during 
summer, but for several years has suffered intensely 
during winter months. Last year the pains w’ere general 
and shifting—sometimes sciatic, sometimes intercostal— 
but in bad weather never absent. This fall it took the 
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form of prostrating headache, incapacitating her for 
school work or any active life while they lasted. Eyes 
were found normal in every way. 

Pathogenetic Symptoms: While the sun shone she 
was comfortable. If it stormed or threatened storm she 
was miserable. If she had a headache on a stormy day and 
the sun came out, in ten minutes she was relieved. If the 
rain or snow returned, at once the headache reappeared. 

Kemarks: A cold day, especially if damp, was almost 
as bad as a storm, but in warm weather she was always 
free from suffering. Rhododendron <p first a few drops in 
a glass of water, gradually increasing to five drops <p t.i.d. 
has in three w r eeks perfectly cured her to all present 
appearances. She never thinks of minding the weather 
or missing school. It has apparently acted as the best of 
tonics restoring colour, strength, spirits and animation.” 

Calcarea in Megrim. —The late Dr. Clotar Muller con¬ 
sidered Galcarea a valuable remedy in headaches and 
megrim. In the case of a lady of 40, who for years 
suffered from violent megrim, he succeeded in rendering 
the attacks at once milder and shorter, and in four months 
removing them entirely, by the steady use of Calcarea 
acetica 3 given twice weekly, and at once when an attack 
appeared. The indications were sour taste in mouth, sour 
eructation and retching, sensation of coldness in the head, 
and a one-sided pain beginning on rising in the morning, 
as a slight dulness in the head, but developing into a bur¬ 
rowing pressive pain on a small spot on the right side of 
the forehead, with redness of the right eye and lachryma- 
tion. There was also a sensation of emptiness and icy cold 
in the head with general chilliness. In the intervals the 
head w^as free from pain, only sensitive to noise, strong 
light, and violent movements. In ordinary headaches he 
has seen favourable effects from Calcarea where the 
symptoms, acidity of the stomach, eructation, and cold¬ 
ness of the head, were prominent.— Horn. Recorder. 

Rana Bufo in Epilepsy. —A young boy, aet. about 16, 
had attacks of epileptic fits since the earliest days of his 
life. He cannot say from how long he had that enemy 
with him. He came under my treatment in the month 
of April, 1880. I tried several remedies without much 
benefit. At last I was told that from his early boyhood 
he used to indulge in the habit of masturbation. His 
aura appeared from his stomach, as he said, and the con- 


Digitized by AjOOQle 



414 MATERIA MEDICA MISCELLANY. [^^P^^WGrid. 


vulsion gradually took the shape of a regular epileptic fit. 
I decided upon giving Bana bufo a trial, and 6th decimal 
potency of the remedy was administered morning and 
evening. The fits disappeared after a week’s taking of 
the remedy, and have not appeared since then. The boy 
was perfectly cured.— Majumdar , in Indian Horn. Review . 

Ceanothus in Enlarged Spleen. —Dr. Majumdar also 
reports the case of a thin, haggard looking man, wdth an 
enlarged spleen reaching the umbilicus, who complained 
of palpitation and dyspnea, to whom he gave six powders 
of Ceanothus 3x, one to be taken morning and evening. 
In a week his symptoms were greatly improved; six 
powders of Sac. lact. were given and repeated twice later, 
and complete cure resulted.— Ibid. 


A Record in Medicine Taking. —Dr. W. Sykes (Gosport) writes : 
As you noted in the British Medical Journal of July 3rd, p. 64, the 
quantity of medicine in gallons a lady patient consumed, perhaps the 
following case extracted from Vol. I. of Blackwood's Edinburgh 
Magazine , p. 216, May, 1817, may interest and amuse your readers, 
as showing the comparative degeneracy of present-day medicine 
swallowers, as compared with their grandfathers. 

“ At the Lincoln Assizes, in an action, Wright v. Jessop, the 
plaintiff, an apothecary of Bottesford, soiight to recover from the 
defendant, a bachelor of opulence, residing near Lincoln, £181 18s. 
for medicine and attendance during twenty-five years. By the state¬ 
ment of the plaintiff’s counsel it appeared that the defendant was of 
a hypochondriacal turn, and had taken pills for a great number of 
years. He used to have from 600 to 1,000 pills sent to him at a time, 
and in one year he took 51,000, being at the rate of 150 a day. There 
were also thousands of bottles of mixture. From the ravenous pro¬ 
pensity of the patient for physic it was deemed necessary to call in 
two physicians, who, inquiring of the defendant what was the course 
of medicine and nourishment he pursued through the day, answered 
as follows : * At half-past two o’clock I take two spoonfuls and a half 
of jalap, and then a quantity of electuary ; then I deep till seven, and 
repeat the dose of jalap and electuary ; at nine o’clock I take fourteen 
pills of No. 9 and eleven pills of No. 10 to whet my appetite for 
breakfast; at breakfast I eat a basin of milk; at eleven I have an acid 
and alkali mixture; afterwards I have a bolus; and at nine at night 
I have an anodyne mixture, and go to sleep.’ After some progress 
had been made in the evidence a compromise took place, the plaintiff 
accepting a verdict for J6450.”— Brit. Med. Jour. 

Phosphorus in Wounds. —Phosphorus is a valuable remedy in 
wounds when they are extremely sensitive and bleed freely. The 
characteristics of the drug must, of course, be present, as, for instance, 
the tall, spare, red-haired individual, and a wound that is always 
ready to bleed upon the slightest provocation.— N . A. J. of Horn. 
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BRITISH HOMEOPATHIC CONGRESS. 

The following circular has been issued :— 

29, Seymour Street, Portman Square, W. 
July, 1897. 

Dear Sir, —The Annual Congress of homeopathic prac¬ 
titioners will be held this year in Bristol, at the Imperial 
Hotel, White Ladies’ Road, Clifton, on Thursday, the 16th 
of September, at ten o'clock punctually. The Presidential 
Address will be delivered by Dr. Proctor, of Birkenhead, at 
ten o’clock. Any strangers, ladies and gentlemen, who may 
desire to hear the President’s Address will be welcome. 

After a short interval, to enable the treasurer to receive the 
members’ subscriptions, Dr. James Johnstone, of Richmond, 
will read a paper on “ Serumtherapy, and its relation to 
Homeopathy.” This will be followed by a discussion, after 
which the Congress will adjourn for luncheon. 

The members of the Western Counties’ Therapeutical Society 
have generously invited the members of Congress to be their 
guests at luncheon and at afternoon tea, at the hotel. 

At two o’clock punctually the Congress will reassemble, 
and will fix the place of meeting for 1898, elect officers, and 
transact any other business which may be necessary. After 
this Dr. Roberson Day, of London, will read a paper on 
“ Tuberculosis of the Abdomen in Children,” to be followed 
by discussion. 

After this, Dr. McLachlan, of Oxford, will read a paper on 
“ The Use of High Potencies in the Healing of the Sick,” 
followed by discussion. 

When this business has been concluded it is proposed by 
our Bristol colleagues to have a drive round the Downs for an 
hour or so. Dr. Nicholson, who is the local secretary, will be 
glad to receive the names as early as possible of all who wish 
to enjoy this pleasure, in order that the necessary arrange¬ 
ments may be made. 

The members of the Congress, with their friends, ladies as 
well as gentlemen, will dine together at the Imperial Hotel, at 
seven o’clock. The subscription to the Congress is ten shillings, 
which includes the dinner ticket. The dinner ticket alone, 
for guests only, will be 6s. 

Dr. Nicholson, 2, White Ladies’ Road, Clifton, Bristol, will 
be happy to secure rooms at the Imperial Hotel for members 
of the Congress, if they will communicate with him. 
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Should you know of any colleague who has not received 
this circular, will you kindly let me know ? The enclosed post 
card is to be filled up, and returned to me as early as possible, 
but not later than September 6th. Of course, if any colleague 
cannot make his arrangements before this date, the post card 
would be received up till the day of meeting, but it is earnestly 
hoped that all will return the post card as early as possible. 

I remain, yours very truly, 

D. Dyce Brown, Hon Sec. 

P.S.—On Friday the 17th, the day after the Congress, it is 
proposed to make a visit to Bath. Dr. Percy Wilde and Dr. 
Graham Wills have kindly offered to conduct all members of 
the Congress who may wish to come, to see everything of 
interest in Bath. Dr. Percy Wilde and Dr. Graham Wills 
have generously invited the members of Congress to be their 
guests at lunch. All members of Congress who wish to accept 
this generous invitation are requested to communicate with 
Dr. Percy Wilde, 23, Circus, Bath, as early as possible (for 
lunch arrangements). D. D. B. 


EXTRACTS. 


STIGMATA MAIDIS.* 

My object in writing about this drug is to call atten¬ 
tion to its use in diseases of the urinary organs, especially 
of the bladder and prostate. 

Perhaps some of you have had more experience with it 
than I have, and it may not agree with mine at all. 

We are here to learn from each other, and discussion 
gets at the facts, which are not always what they seem 
to be. 

Stigmata maidis is the “com silk.” A fluid extract 
and a tincture are made from it. So far as I know, very 
little has been written about its use in medicine. Park 
Davis & Co. have mentioned it in some of their books. 
A tea made of the com silk has had some reputation 
among lay people as a remedy in strangury. My first 
knowledge of it was learned in that way. I was teaching 
school in a district near Mankato on the old Winnebago 

* Read before Wisconsin Homeopathic Medical Society. 
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Reservation, and was the only “ doctor ” within seven or 
eight miles, having been a medical student for several 
years, more or less, as they all knew, and consequently I 
was called sometimes in emergencies and to save a 
doctor’s fee. 

One night after school I was asked to go and see an 
old man who had been having great difficulty and pain in 
urinating. I found him in great misery, only able to pass 
a little urine when on his knees, and he wanted to try all 
the time. 

I had no catheter, and probably would not have known 
enough to get into the bladder with it if I had, as it was 
before the days of the flexible catheter, and it is not 
always a picnic for the doctor or patient to pass a catheter 
over the middle lobe of the prostate in such conditions as 
I found my patient in. I have known the whole medical 
fraternity of a city, except one little pill doctor, meet his 
Waterloo right here trying to strike “ water ” ; they could 
get blood, but no urine. 

I put my patient on Cantharis , applied hot salt water 
compressed over the bladder and to the perineum, and 
waited; but he obstinately refused to get better, and I 
tried Belladonna and Nux , with the same result. I, and 
the patient, began to get nervous, and I for once wished I 
was not there, and that they had a real doctor. But there 
was one near by in the shape of an old Hoosier woman, 
who came in with a package of corn silk, which she told 
me she had seen used in such cases very successfully back 
in “Ingiany.” I didn’t know anything about the stuff, 
only that when I was a little boy and chewed it for cut 
tobacco when I was trying to be a man like the other 
boys, I always had an excessive flow of urine. I was 
glad to have any advice, if it did come from an old 
woman, and so told her it was just what I wanted, and 
she must fix up the dose at once, which she did, and after 
the patient had taken a cupful of the infusion he began 
to get easier, and in a short time relieved his bladder and 
me of a great load. 

Stigmata has never been “proved” or experimented 
with physiologically, that I am aware of, to any extent. 

My use of it has been mostly with the tincture in 5 to 
15-drop doses, often repeated in acute or chronic cases of 
cystitis till relieved, then continued three or four times a 
day for some time. 

27 
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My best results with the remedy have been in the 
treatment of non-suppurative and suppurative cystitis 
due to enlargement of the prostate gland and retention 
of urine. 

During the past winter I have had an unusual number 
of old men suffering from these complaints. Some cases 
came to me after trying all the ordinary means of relief 
to no purpose, the passage of the catheter to draw the 
urine or wash the bladder causing such dreadful pain 
they would not stand it. 

A case in particular I will mention, as it is a typical 
one. An old man, aged 83, had been in bed for several 
weeks with the bladder over - distended, very painful, 
suppurating and bleeding. There was evidently some 
sepsis, pulse over 100 and weak, no appetite, costive and 
feverish, especially in afternoon. Sleep was much dis¬ 
turbed and the mind wandering at times. The urine 
constantly dribbled away, was very offensive, and con¬ 
tained mucus, blood, and pus. I gave him Stigmata in 
5-drop doses right along for some time, alternating some¬ 
times with Arsenicum Iod., Nux Vom., Hepar Sulph ., and 
Strychnia Phos. 3x. The last-mentioned and Stigmata 
were the principal remedies. I ordered the urine drawn 
off three times a day and twice at night with a soft 
catheter. He began to improve at once and get rid of 
the blood and pus. I used no wash for the bladder. 
Drawing off the urine might get the credit of cure if I 
did not say that for some time it was not done regularly, 
only when I did it, on account of the pain they caused 
him to have—after a few weeks he used it quite easily. 
In other cases I have used Stigmata successfully after 
having tried Aconite , Bell. Cantharis , Eryngium Aq 
Eupatorium Per/. Chimaphila , Boracic Ac. internally 
and as a wash for the bladder, without'getting satisfac¬ 
tory results, or results as good as those obtained with 
Stigmata.—Minneapolis Homeopathic Magazine , Feb., 
1897. 
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CASES OF NUX MOSCHATA POISONING. 

Case 1.—Was summoned at 11 p.m., October 3, 1896, 

to see Mrs.-. She stated that her menses had come on 

one week previous, and that she had flowed excessively 
till 12 o’clock that morning, when she had grated and 
eaten a whole nutmeg to check the flow. 

She appeared frightened half to death, but the fear 
manifested may (?) be attributed more to a guilty con¬ 
science than the nutmeg; however, I give the case as I 
found it. Has to think three or four times before she 
can say what she wants to, stupor and insensibility at 
times, for half an hour or more, then wide awake. Pupils 
dilated; blue rings around the eyes. Tongue dry; speech 
thick ; mouth and throat dry. 

Sensation as if the soft palate was rolling or curling 
up on itself from the tip to the base (quite a unique 
symptom to me). 

Throat very dry; dryness extends clear down to 
stomach. Fulness of stomach causing dyspnea; numb, 
dead sensation through back and lower extremities. 
Palpitation, cold hands, cold feet. Very faint at times ; 
little thirst, though mouth and throat are so intensely 
dry, flow stopped. 

Diagnosed Nux Mos. poisoning E. Nux V. 3x. Was 
much better next morning, when I alternated Bry. 6x, 
which during the day re-established the flow, w T hich by 
the following a.m. was very offensive in odour, and she 
complained of chilly sensations and hot flashes, which I 
attributed to septic absorption, but was promptly relieved 
by Ars. Alb. c.m. (the Nux V. and Bry. being suspended), 
and she made a rapid recovery. 

Subsequent developments proved that she had given 
birth to a living child at the time she stated her flow 
began, and the asserted menstrual flow was really a 
lochial flow. The baby having been spirited away to 
conceal its illegitimate birth, and the woman being a 
stranger to me, the menstrual tale she told seemed 
plausible. But as murder will out, so will an abused 
baby cry; and this one was heard, and through legal 
pressure re-established in its mother’s care. The true 
knowledge of the character of the flow makes no differ¬ 
ence in the toxic symptoms which were manifest. She 
had taken no medicine of any kind since delivery, and 
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only when she flowed excessively did she take what she 
believed to be a simple, harmless nutmeg. 

Case 2. —Mrs.-, Multipara, a few days over eight 

months in pregnancy (fifth child), was attacked with a 
painless diarrhea; after two or three days fearing it 
would exhaust her, made a tea of one grated nutmeg 
and drank it on the morning of November 24, 1896. 
Was called at 11 p.m. and told that the diarrhea had 
checked, but she was suffering from severe pains in the 
bowels intermitting for half an hour, accompanied with 
marked urging to go to stool, but nothing passed. R. 
Nux V. 3x and waited for next paroxysm, which 
occurred in about thirty minutes, and after observing 
it, made an examination. Found the os uteri well 
dilated, head in normal presentation. I advised her her 
hour had come, and at 3 a.m. she was delivered of her 
child, and, with exception of the cramping pains in the 
bowels (not after-pains, which also were very severe) for 
three days, both mother and child did nicely .—Denver 
Journal of Homeopathy, April, 1897. 


SOME VALUABLE DIPHTHERIA REMEDIES. 

When the homeopathic treatment of diphtheria is mentioned, 
all who are not so well acquainted with homeopathy think 
only of Mercurius Cyanatus. Now, Cyanide of Mercury is, 
indeed, one of the remedies for diphtheria, and a very excellent 
one, but by no means the only one. He who considers 
Mercurius Cyan, the only remedy in this much-dreaded disease 
need not be astonished if he should have more failures than he 
likes. The mercurial preparations (inclusive, therefore, of 
Mercurius Cyan., Mercurius Sol., Mercurius Vivus, Merc. 
Subl., &c.) are usually unsuitable in laryngeal diphtheria, 
where we find both hoarseness and dyspnea. Nor are these 
preparations any better suited for those forms of the disease 
which have a very rapid course, and which show the symptoms 
of a very violent blood poisoning. In this malignant form of 
diphtheria Arsenicum, Lachesis, Acid. Hydrocyan., Acid. 
Muriat. and Acid. Nitric, are more appropriate. When the 
larynx is implicated in the diphtheritic process Bromium or 
Ammonium Bromatum are suited best of all. The two last- 
mentioned remedies are by most homeopathic physicians sup¬ 
posed to be efficient only when used in the first or second 
decimal potency. On the other side, I might mention that 
Dr. Grubenmann, of St. Gallen, according to a verbal com- 
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munication made to me, in laryngeal diphtheria has seen the 
best effects from the high potencies (30th) of Bromium and 
Iodium. Dr Siegrist, of Basel, has had good effects in the 
same disease from Aurum Muriaticum Natronatum , and this 
was confirmed in his extensive practice by Dr. Mattes, of 
Ravensburg. Besides these remedies in these dangerous ail¬ 
ments of the larynx also Hepar Sulph. Calc, is to be considered. 

We would, then, have the following remedies to choose 
from:— 

1. Mercurius Cyanatus for throat—diphtheria in general, 
where the characteristic symptoms of the remedies that follow 
are lacking. 

2. Mercurius Iod . Flavus , when the process most manifestly 
affects the right side. 

3. Mercurius Biniod . Buber , in alternation with Lachesis, if 
the left side is especially affected. 

4. Kali Bichromicum when the exudation and discharges are 
very tough (stringy), the tongue is coated yellow and dry, the 
nose is stuffed with brownish, tough and sometimes bloody 
contents. The children are fair, bloated with fat, and of a 
torpid, scrofulous habit. 

5. Acidum Nitricum in severe diphtheria of dark-haired, 
older children who, even before their illness, showed an in¬ 
clination to tuberculous diseases, and who have either them¬ 
selves been treated with Mercury , or whose parents were 
syphilitic and had been treated with Mercury . 

6. Acidum Muriaticum , when the disease shows a severely 
typhous character, the character of severe general blood 
poisoning. 

7. Arsenicum in similar cases when paralysis of the heart is 
threatened. 

8. Those favourable to Schuessler’s therapy should especially 
consider Kalium Chloratum and Kali Phosphoricum. The 
latter remedy also deserves a most hearty recommendation in 
paralysis consequent on diphtheria. 

9. Of the remedies from the vegetable kingdom I consider 
Vinca Minor (the lesser periwinkle) as most useful. It should 
be given in a low (1 or 2 dec.) potency. Others praise Arum 
Triphyllum , and in diphtheria, attended with eruptions, Ailan- 
thus Glandulosa. 

The appearance of paralysis could frequently be avoided if, 
in all cases of diphtheria, care were taken to keep the bowels 
moving by a clyster at least twice a day, and this applies to 
the fatal paralysis of the heart as well as to paralysis of the 
esophagus, or of other muscles appearing after diphtheria. 
The hydropathic treatment of diphtheria also deserves con¬ 
sideration.— Translated from the German . 
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THERAPEUTICS AND ASTROLOGY. 

Lunar influence on disease and on medicaments is recognised 
by Dr. H. Gross in his Comparative Materia Medica. He 
contrasts the symptoms which are aggravated at the new or 
full moon. We find that the following medicines are curative 
of symptoms thus affected by the moon. 

Aggravation during new moon :— Causticum, Cuprum , Lyco¬ 
podium , Sarsaparilla , and Sepia. 

Aggravation during full moon :— Belladonna , Clyclamen 
graphites , Natrum carhonicum , Natrum mur. t Nitrum , Spongia, 
and Sulphur. 

Aggravation during new or full moon:— Calcarea carh ., 
Sabadilla , and Silica. 

During the increase of the moon:— Cinchona , Bhus tox. 

During the decrease of the moon :— Dulcamara. 

Complaints from moonlight:— Thuja. 

It is also observed that the following medicines are curative 
of symptoms aggravated just before a thunderstorm :— Bryonia 
alb., Lachesis , Petroleum , Phosphorus , and Bhododendron. 

Dr. Constantine Hering, in his Condensed Materia Medica , 
states that Calcarea ostrearum is homeopathic to nervous 
symptoms which are “worse during solstice and full moon." 

He finds that Lycopodium produces symptoms “worse in 
the spring.'* The late Dr. C. T. Pearce found that this 
remedy acted best, curatively, when administered in the 
autumn. 

These points should be borne in mind by physicians when 
prescribing. As Dr. Hering rightly says: It is very cheap to 
sneer at them, but such “critics” have no right to call any 
easy process of this kind “ reasoning.”— Star Lore , July. 


DISAFFECTION IN INDIA* 

The recent disquieting news from India as to recent disaffection 
there is attributed to one cause—the measures adopted by the British 
authorities to grapple with the bubonic plague. This explanation has 
been accepted by the British public at home, and the unfortunate 
natives have been denounced for fanaticism, and the native Press 
has been charged with cultivating sedition. 

India is so far away that, to the ordinary taxpayer, it represents 
what our statesmen at Guildhall banquets describe as “ a glorious gem 
in the British Imperial Crown.” And, in the multiplicity of home 
questions distracting us, we have no time, probably in many instances 
no inclination, to look beyond the grandiloquent language of optimistic 
Cabinet Ministers. The truth about the disaffection, if fully told, 

• From the Echo , July 14, 1897. 
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would cover the history of the last few years, when the movement 
commenced which made India a dumping ground for European 
physiologists and bacteriologists, and “ a trial seed ground ” for 
modern theories for the treatment of disease. 

With the development of bacteriology, institutes for its study sprung 
up like mushrooms, and a Mr. Hankin was appointed Government 
bacteriologist in India, where Mr. Haffkine, a Russian experimentalist, 
has long had a roving commission. Now Professor Koch, the arch- 
failure of Berlin, has put in an appearance at Bombay. In one of 
the Calcutta papers last year the following paragraph appeared:— 

“ A great panic has been caused among the inhabitants of Naihatty 
and Bhatpara in consequence of the introduction of the system of 
Dr. Haflfkine’s inoculation as cholera preventive in those places. 
The local municipality and the police will, it is stated, see that 
the system finds favour with the people.” 

A native Indian medical man of Calcutta, holding European degrees, 
wrote at the same time to the Zoophilist :—“ Poor India is now turned 
into a private laboratory of the foreigners, and no one is appointed to 
see what they do. This system of inoculation will create nothing but 
new forms of disease, hitherto quite unknown to the medical world, 
and we therefore protest to our Government at home against the 
introduction of any system of Pasteurian inoculations.” 

For the past two or three years the native Press has been full of 
similar complaints of the extraordinary free hand given to Messrs. 
Hankin and Haffkine in testing their remedies for cholera, &c., on 
the bodies of the people. Now these remedies are mainly animal 
extracts, an essence derived from animals who have been given the 
particular disease it is designed to cure. In reality Messrs. Hankin, 
Haffkine, and Co. propose to cure you by injecting into you an offensive 
form of the very disease from which you are suffering. In the 
Practitioner , April, 1895, Dr. Malcolm Morris wrote concerning 
the employment of animal extracts as remedies for the treatment 
and cure of disease: “On the whole the results obtained have 
fallen far short of what was at first expected of these novelties.” 

And Dr. Campbell Black, Professor of Physiology, Anderson’s 
College, Glasgow, wrote in the Scalpel (May, 1896):— 

“ You may invent a * toxine ’ from some animal abomination, and 
get it boomed as a cure for some common and grievous malady. The 
chances are ninety-nine to one that the remedy is a barefaced fraud; 
but if it will only catch on it will spread like cholera, and, though it 
should last but from six weeks to six months, your fortune is made— 
fools are so numerous—and you can retire to a country seat and 
meditate on the pregnant text, ‘ Populus vult decipi et decipiatus 
cst: ” 

It is these animal abominations which have been used in India by 
Messrs. Hankin and Kaffkine, and the result we see; the native worm 
has turned at last against the officers who have been dealing with the 
bubonic plague. Is the India Office ignorant of the protests of the 
native Press against these proceedings, offending, as they do, the 
religious susceptibilities of the people? Within the last two or 
three years most influential meetings of the Jain, Hindoo, and other 
religious communities have protested against the setting up of a 
Pasteur Institute there, but little notice has been taken, and the 
result of dumping down a number of experimentalists and dealers 
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in animal “ abominations ” is to be seen in the recent deplorable 
occurrences at Calcutta and elsewhere. So the bubonic plague 
treatment is one , not the cause, and the public ought to know it. 

Sidney G. Trist. 

20, Victoria Street, London, S.W. 

July 18, 1897. 


REVIEWS. 


PHARMACOPEIA OF THE AMERICAN 
INSTITUTE OF HOMEOPATHY.* 

In our August number we published the circular of the 
Pharmacopeia Committee of the American Institute 
issued on the completion of their labours. The result is 
now before us, and it is likely to remain the standard 
work on its subject for many years to come. When we 
remember that the strength of homeopathy in the United 
States is many times greater than in all the rest of the 
world put together, it is plain that it is hardly possible to 
exaggerate the importance of an official production like 
the Pharmacopeia dealing with the fundamental instru¬ 
ments of our art. 

An “Historical Introduction ” of very great interest 
traces the stages through which the work now brought to 
completion has passed. So long ago as 1868 Dr. C. J. 
Hempel proposed and carried a resolution in the American 
Institute to prepare a “ Dispensatory which should em¬ 
brace Pharmacy.” Carrol Dunham was appointed chair¬ 
man. In 1874 Dunham expressed the hope that the work 
would be completed before another annual meeting. 
Delays occurred; the World’s Homeopathic Congress at 
Philadelphia intervened, followed by Dunham’s lamented 
death. The manuscripts of the Committee were never 
found. In 1886 Dr. J. P. Dake, C. Wesselhoeft, and 
A. C. Cowperthwaite were appointed a committee to 
consider the question of publishing a Pharmacopeia, and 
with their deliberations commenced the movement which 
has resulted in the publication of the work before us. 

* Pharmacopeia of the American Institute of Homeopathy. Published 
for the Committee on Pharmacopeia of the American Institute of 
Homeopathy. Boston: Otis Clapp & Son, agents, No. 10, Park Square. 
London: Homeopathic Publishing Company. 1897. 
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The Committee have avowedly taken the British 
Homeopathic Pharmacopeia as the basis of their labours, 
but they have suggested and carried out a number of 
changes. These changes are, for the most part, not vital, 
and are apparently the outcome of the materialistic 
tendencies observable in the minds of a large section of 
homeopaths. They have substituted the term “ dilution ” 
for the term “tincture” as they calculate the 44 drug 
strength ” of the original tincture on the amount of dried 
drug material contained. That is to say, in the case of 
fresh plant tinctures they calculate how much water 
there is in the plant and exclude that from the reckoning. 
Thus they make out all <p tinctures to be really lx. 
Further they authorise the decimal scale of attenuation, 
and recommend it in preference to the centesimal. We 
say these are changes of no vital importance, and though 
we do not think they are great improvements on the old 
method, they are, at least, indications of the minute care 
expended by the committee on their work. The directions 
for the selection and preparation of the substances are 
given with the greatest clearness, so that there can be no 
excuse for mistake on the part of the practical pharmacist 
using the work, which will give to the practitioner who 
consults it an exact knowledge of the source and nature 
of the substances he is prescribing. 

In a work which has taken years to prepare, it is not to 
be expected that every new drug can obtain a place. Still 
we miss some that we think ought to have been included. 
Ferrumpicricum, Calcareapicrata , Ocimum canum, Blatta 
orientalis, Trombidium , Thyroidin, Psorinum , and the 
nosodes generally may be named. But when all is said, 
it is a volume which every homeopathic practitioner ought 
to possess. 


SYNTHETIC MEDICINE* 

This brochure appears to be an attempt to put Matteism 
on a rational basis. We cannot say we think the author 
has succeeded ; and, indeed, so long as the nature and 

• Compendium de Midecine Synthitique Electro-Homtopathitique. By 
Dr. M. Duz. Paris: 21, Boulevard Haussmann. 1897. 
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mode of preparation of the Mattei remedies remains a 
secret, it does not seem worth while for medical men to 
trouble themselves much about them. 


The Humanitarian League will issue in the autumn 
the third volume of its publications. It will consist of 
several reprinted essays, including the following: The 
Gallows and the Lash , by Hypatia Bradlaugh Bonner; 
Public Control of Hospitals , by Harry Roberts; The 
Sweating System , by Maurice Adams; The Shadow of the 
Sword , by G. W. Foote; What it Costs to be Vaccinated , 
by Joseph Collinson ; and The Humanities of Diet , by 
H. S. Salt.— Literary World. 


PERSONAL. 


Professor Campbell Black. 

We are pleased to learn {Medical Press , August 11th) 
that the friends and pupils of Professor Campbell Black 
are not going to allow him to be persecuted from his post 
without a vigorous protest in the form of a testimonial, 
which must be peculiarly grateful to him. We have no 
doubt he will find himself now in quite as good a position 
to carry on his noble campaign against medical cant as 
he was before. 

Testimonial to Professor D. Campbell Black, M.D. 

The following is a copy of a testimonial to be presented to X>r. 
Campbell Black by his past and present students:— 

“ It is with feelings of sincere satisfaction that we, the undersigned, 
past and present students of your lectures in physiology in Anderson’s 
College Medical School, Glasgow, have learned of the public testi¬ 
monial which is now in process of presentation to you in token of the 
distinguished services which you have rendered to the cause of medi¬ 
cine, and we desire most cordially to identify ourselves with the spirit 
which has prompted this public recognition of your work. 

“ As a medical treatise writer your name is already known beyond 
the confines of Europe. 

“ As a clever and mordant critic of medical pseudo-science and of 
professional shams and insincerities you stand easily first in Scotland, 
if not in Great Britain; and it is a pleasure to us, as future practi- 


Digitized by 


Google 




Homeopathic World.! 
Sept. 1,1897. J 


PERSONAL. 


427 


tioners, to know that the Carlylian vigour and the witty, trenchant, 
literary grace of your pen should be so largely devoted to champion¬ 
ing the cause of the younger and struggling members of the profes¬ 
sion, and to believe that time will justify your insistence on the 
necessity of organic medical reform. 

“ Of transparent candour, sincere in your convictions, an earnest 
seeker after truth, and tenacious of the true principles of scientific 
research, scornful of all kinds of dogma, and dauntless in your 
advocacy of what you believe to be right, it is not possible to hear 
you lecture without being stimulated to the exercise of independent 
thought upon the problems of medical science. 

“ As a teacher in Anderson’s College you have endeared yourself to 
us by the brightness of your individuality, by your originality of 
thought, and the lucidity of your exposition ; by your patience, by 
your sympathy with us as students, and by your unfailing courtesy ; 
and while we regret the necessity of our parting with you for the 
present, we have at least the consolation of knowing that, in after 
life, we shall continue to remain within the charmed circle of your 
acquaintance through the exercise of your clever, indefatigable, and 
versatile pen. 

“ May health and strength long prolong your usefulness to the 
profession, and an ampler recognition even than that with which you 
are now being honoured crown your work of the future.” 

The Eev. Dr. Swallow. 

In our last issue we briefly mentioned that our 
colleague had been appointed President of the Annual 
Assembly of the Methodist Free Churches. The Notting¬ 
ham Daily Express of July 19th contained a portrait of 
the doctor with an interesting sketch, from which we 
extract the following :— 

“ The Rev. Robert Swallow, M.D. 

“ (President of U.M.F.C. Assembly, 1897.) 

“ The subject of the above sketch was, on Tuesday morning in last 
week, elected President of the Annual Assembly of Methodist Free 
Churches which is being held in Nottingham this year. Dr. Swallow 
has spent twenty-three years in China as a missionary, and at the 
present time is on furlough over two Assemblies. The Connexion 
has therefore taken advantage of his presence in England and con¬ 
ferred upon him the highest honour which it is in the power of the 
Connexion to give. The election, as was pointed out when the 
Nottingham Free Church Council presented an address of welcome 
to the Assembly on Thursday morning, carries with it a double honour. 
It is not only a well-deserved recognition of the valuable services which 
Dr. Swallow has rendered to his denomination, but also an honour 
paid to the cause of foreign missions. The importance and value of 
the medical side of missions cannot be over-estimated, and the new 
president has laboured most successfully in this department, and not 
less so in proclaiming the unsearchable riches of Christ to the 


Digitized by AjOOQle 



428 


PERSONAL. 


["Homeopathic World. 
L Sept. 1, 1897. 


Chinese. During the last five years something like 49,000 cases 
passed through the dispensary of which Dr. Swallow is at the head, 
and in the same period about 1,800 hospital patients passed under his 
hands, as well as about 700 opium smokers. Dr. Swallow is one of 
the kindliest of men, and is regarded with affectionate esteem by all 
who know him. He has shown during the past week that he has the 
capacity for guiding the Assembly through its business, and does it in 
a manner which commands both obedience and respect. The Free 
Methodist, the recognised organ of the Connexion, gave a very 
appreciative article on Dr. Swallow in its last issue. Here are some 
of its comments. Although he (Dr. Swallow) has seen his fiftieth 
year, he stands erect, six feet of splendid manhood, his open face 
rosy with the hues of health, and is as well set in physique as an 
officer in the Guards. Unassuming, indeed son^ewhat retiring, it is 
a little time before we discover the inherent properties of the man; 
but if the society be congenial it is discovered before long that to be 
in his company is a liberal education. Travel, incident, philosophy, 
medicine, and racy humour withal—these flow quietly from him, 
betraying an observant and well-stored mind. For the onerous duties 
of the president he will be found well prepared. One thing that 
deeply impresses us in Dr. Swallow's character is the fair and shrewd 
estimate that he forms of men. He is a wonderful reader of 
character, and a careful notist of those events which in themselves 
test and discover character in its hidden parts. And what may be 
said of his estimate of character may be said of his estimate of 
books. The present writer had a lengthy conversation with him on 
modern English literature, and found out that he was talking with a 
man who, although for so many years a resident in China, was 
thoroughly in touch witlj the foremost English 'writers of the 
day. ... As a medical missionary, Dr. Swallow has been a 
pioneer in China as far as our churches are concerned, and when 
the past of our China mission becomes a part of our denomina¬ 
tional history, the Rev. F. Galpin will be the corner-stone of its 
educational system, and Dr. Swallow that of its medical charities.” 


Thlaspi Bursa Pastoris in Suppression of Urine. —Dr. Waldo 
H. Stone finds this drug effective in suppression of urine. In one 
case, with eclampsia, its use caused 115 ounces to be voided in twenty 
hours.— N. Engl. Med. Qaz ., April.— J. B . H. 8. 

Zincum and Nephritis. —A case of internal poisoning by the 
chloride (fatal) is extracted in L'Art Medical for January, in which, 
besides incessant vomiting, nephritis and pleural effusion occurred.— 
J. B. H. S. 

The Headache of Kali Bichromicum. —Complete obscuration 
of sight (blindness) is followed by violent headache, compelling one 
to lie down, with great aversion to light and noise (blind headache). 
The sight returns with the increasing headache. 

Periodical attacks of semi-lateral headache on small spots thai 
could be covered with the point of the finger. Headache from sup¬ 
pression of the discharge from the nose—ozena. (From suppression 
of cold in the head— China). — Lippe's Keynotes. — Horn. Recorder . 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS, NOTES 
AND QUERIES. 


In this department we shall be happy to reply to any inquiries 
relating to homeopathy or to the matter of our magazine that our corre¬ 
spondents may like to address to us. We cannot, of course, undertake to 
give medical advice in particular cases, which is the business of a medical 
attendant; but if our medical readers like to put queries to each other 
regarding points of practice or puzzling cases, we shall be happy to insert 
queries and replies. 

How to Obtain Medical Degrees. 

Mr. P. K. N. Vermaad, Balgonie, Natal, South Africa, and Mr. 
P. N. Dutt, Dutt House, Simla, Kansaripara, Calcutta, ask how they 
can best obtain medical degrees. We recommend them to procure 
the “ Students’ Number ” of either the Lancet , British Medical 
Journal , or Medical Press and Circular , which will give them all 
necessary information. They can be ordered through any publishing 
house, and are issued in September or October, when the medical 
year begins. In British schools a five years’ course is necessary. 
The student must lodge and board himself, and he will find it 
advisable to obtain lodgings near the school he selects. If American 
degrees are recognised in the part where he wishes to practice, these 
can be obtained after a four years’ course, and the student has the 
advantage of learning the homeopathic method of practice at the 
same time. Our Indian correspondent might consult Dr. J. Majumdar, 
of Calcutta, whose interesting article on the Hering College, Chicago, 
appeared in our last issue. On application to the Dean of that school, 
or of the other leading schools of the States, as the Hahnemann 
College, Philadelphia, or the Homeopathic Medical College of New 
York, full particulars would be supplied.— Ed. H. W. 


APPOINTMENTS, VACANCIES, REMOVALS, 

ETC. 


*,* We shall be happy to insert notices of appointments if gentlemen 
will be good enough to forward them to us, and also of posts vacant and 
likely to be vacant, on receiving information from secretaries or com¬ 
mittees. Under this heading also, we shall mention good openings for 
homeopathic practitioners and chemists. 

VACANCIES. 

Shrewsbury and District. 

A correspondent is anxious that a competent homeopathic prac¬ 
titioner should settle in the neighbourhood of Shrewsbury in Bridge- 
water, and will be pleased to give information to anyone who may be 
inclined to entertain the idea. 


Digitized by L^ooQle 



430 GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE. [ Hol fte$*l h 18OT' 


Egremont , near Liverpool . 

Another correspondent writes: 

“ For some time now I have proposed to write you rc the opening 
that exists for a homeopathic physician at Egremont. From this 
centre, within a radius of three miles, there is a population of about 
45,000, and this population is increasing at the rate of 8,000 a year. 
Egremont has become the fashionable residential suburb of Liverpool. 
Great numbers of the merchants, tradesmen, and others employed in 
offices in Liverpool reside here, and there are a great number of patrons 
of homeopathy.” 

REMOVAL. 

Dr. Wynne Thomas, of Bromley, Kent, hew removed from Park 
Hoad to 79, Trinity Road. His at-home hours are before 9.80, and 
from 2 to 8. 


GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


LUNAE INFLUENCE ON MEDICINAL ACTION 
AND ON DISEASE. 

To the Editor of The Homeopathic World. 

Sir, —The very interesting case related by Dr. Skinner 
at p. 296 of your valuable journal is an important proof 
of the ancient belief in lunar influence on medicinal action 
—observed by Hahnemann, Lippe, Hering, and Gross. 

On the 9th of July, 1869, Dr. P., whom I was then 
assisting, was consulted by a gentleman who was suffering 
from vomiting of food—due to alcoholic stimulants taken too 
freely to allay the pains of dyspepsia. He had been unsuc¬ 
cessfully treated for several days by his family (allopathic) 
doctor, and only partly relieved by a homeopathist who had 
tried three different medicines in succession. I persuaded 
Dr. P. to keep the gentleman waiting until noon (it was then 
nearly 11.0 a.m.), when I gave the patient a dose of Nux 
vom. 12, and instructed him to take a dose after every 
attack of vomiting. He returned three days afterwards 
and stated that he never vomited after the first and only 
dose, and had a return of appetite. There was a new 
moon on the 9th of July, 1869, in Cancer 18 deg. (at 1 h. 
38 p.m.), the sign ruling the stomach, and the moon next 
applied to sextile (60 deg.) aspect with Mars, the planet 
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ruling Nux vom. The same medicine had been given 
first to the patient by the homeopathist whom he con¬ 
sulted beforehand (in the 6th potency), with but very 
slight and only temporary relief. Yet it acted immediately, 
and effected a permanent cure, when given at the new 
moon, as the sun and moon were passing the meridian. 

Allow me to state that the case of urticaria which you 
extracted from my journal appeared in Star Lore for May , 
and not for March as inadvertently stated. I shall be 
happy to send a copy to any physician who may write to 
me for one. 

Yours obediently, 

Alfred J. Pearce. 

Oakdene, Hendham Eoad, Upper Tooting, S.W. 


LONDON HOMEOPATHIC HOSPITAL, GREAT ORMOND STREET 
BLOOMSBURY. 

Hours of Attendance:— Medical (In-patients, 9.80; Out-patients, 
2.0), Daily; Surgical, Mondays, Tuesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays, 
2.0; Diseases of Women, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 2.0; 
Diseases of Skin, Thursdays, 2.0; Diseases of the Eye, Thursdays, 
2.0; Diseases of the Throat and Ear, Wednesdays, 2.0; Diseases 
of Children, Mondays and Thursdays, 9.0 a.m.; Operations, Tues¬ 
days, 2.80; Dental Cases, Thursdays, 9.0 a.m. 


MEDICAL AND SURGICAL WORKS PUBLISHED 
DURING THE PAST MONTH. 


Bell (James B.). The Homoeopathic 
Therapeutics of Diarrhea, Dysen¬ 
tery. Cholera, Cholera-Morbus, 
Cholera Infantum. 4th ed. Cr. 8vo, 
pp. 316. (Homoeopathic Publishing 
Co. Net, 7s. 6d.) 

Farrington (E. A.). A Clinical Materia 
Medica. Being a Course of Lectures 
Delivered at the Hahnemann Medi¬ 
cal College of Philadelphia. Re¬ 
ported Phonograph ically and 
Edited, with the Assistance of the 
Lecturer’s Manuscript, by Clarence 
Bartlett, M.D., and revised by S. 
Lilienthal, M.D. With a Memorial 
Sketch of the Author by Aug. Korn- 
dcerfer, M.D. 3rd. ed., revised. Roy. 
8vo, pp. 770. (Homoeopathic Pub¬ 
lishing Co. 308.) 

Hartridge (Gustavos). The Ophtha- 
moscope: A Manual for Students. 
With 6& illuBts. and 4 plates, 3rd ed. 
cr. 8vo. pp. 174. (Churchill. 4s. 6d.) 


Hcdlcy (W. S.). Practical Muscle 
Testing, and the Treatment of 
Muscular Atrophies. With illusts. 
8vo. (H. K. Lewis. 3s. 6d.) 

Jaksch (Dr. Rudolf V.). Clinical 
Diagnosis. The Bacteriological, 
Chemical, and Microscopical Evi¬ 
dence of Disease. Trans, from the 
4th German ed. and Enlarged by 
James Cagney. 3rd. ed. Witn 
numerous illusts., partly in Colours. 
Roy. 8vo, pp. 550. (C. Griffin. 28s.) 

Robson (A. w. Mayo). Diseases of the 
Gall-Bladder and Bile Ducts. 8vo, 
pp. 178. (Bailli6re. 7s. 6d.) 

Stevenson (Surgeon-General W. F.). 
Wounds in War. The Mechanism 
of their Production and their Treat¬ 
ment. 8vo,pp.436. (Longmans. 18s.) 

Walsham (William Johnson). Sur¬ 
gery : Its Theory and Practice, 
with 410 illusts. 6th ed. Cr. 8vo, 
pp. 856. (Churchill. 12s. 6d.) 
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TO CONTRIBUTORS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


All literary matter, Reports of 
Hospitals, Dispensaries, Societies, 
and Books for Review, should be 
sent to the Editor, Dr. Clarke, 
30, Clarges Street, W. 

All advertisements and business 
communications to be sent to the 
“Manager” of the Homeopathic 
Publishing Company, 12, Warwick 
Lane, Paternoster Row, London, 
E.C. 

Literary matter and corres¬ 
pondence should be sent to us not 
later than the 12th of each month. 
Proofs will be sent to contri¬ 
butors, who are requested to cor¬ 
rect the same and return to the 
Editor as early as possible. 


CORRESPONDENTS. 
Communications received from 
Dr. Cooper, London; Dr. Lam¬ 
bert, London; Mr. A. J. Pearce, 
Upper Tooting; Mr. Frederick 
Kopp, Greenwich, N.S.W.; Mr. 
J. Meredith, Lydney; Dr. Ussher, 
London ; Mr. J. H. Lynn, Lon¬ 
don; Mr. Joseph Collinson; Mr; 
Lickley, Thornton Heath; Mr. 
P. N. Dutt, Calcutta; Dr. Alex. 
H. Croucher, Eastbourne; Mrs. 
Cuthbert, Abbots Langley; Dr. 
Wynne Thomas, Bromley; The 
Rev. John Mitchell, Liverpool. 


BOOKS AND JOURNALS 
RECEIVED. 

Animals’ Friend.—Zoophilist. 
—Chemist and Druggist.—Allg. 
Horn. Zeit.—Horn. Review.— 
Hahn. Monthly.—Revist. Horn. 
— N. A. Joum. of Horn. — II 
Secolo Homeopatico. — Med. 
Argus.—J. of Onfic. Surgery.— 
Pacific Coast J. of H.—Amer. 
Homeopathist.—H. Maandblad. 
—Civil Service Review.—N. Y. 


Med. Times.—Maanedsck. f. H. 
—Archiv. f. Horn.—El Propag. 
d. Horn.—H. J. of Obst.—Star 
Lore.—Horn. News.—S. J. of 
Horn.—Horn. Recorder.—Horn. 
Physician. — The Clinique. — 
L’Electro - Homeopathie. — New 
Eng. Med. Gaz.—Indian Horn. 
Rev. — Herald Golden Age. — 
Med. Monat. f. H.—L’Art Medical. 
—Rev. Horn. Franchise.—Minn. 
Horn.Mag.—Denver J. of Horn. 
—Calcutta J. of Horn.—Med. 
Visitor.—Med. Counsellor.—La 
Homeopatia. — Horn. Envoy. — 
Certain Points in the Pathology 
and Treatment of Bright’s 
Disease. Prof. Campbell Black. 


Ipflnttojjatlric (fiftorlb. 


CONTENT8 OF AUGUST NUMBER. 

Leading Article: 

The Philosophy of Medicine. 

News and Notes. 

Original Communications: 

Letter of Hahnemann to Dr. Von 
GersdorfP. 

Physics and Medicine: The Science 
and Philosophy of Medicine. 

Hering Medical College. 

Two Notable Heart Remedies. 
Materia Medica Miscellany. 

Society's Meeting: 

British Homeopathic Society. 
Extract : 

Heretic Hunting from the Infallible 
Medical Church. 

Reviews: 

A Manual of Pathology. 

Premature Burial. 

Bell on Diarrhea. 

Literary Announcement : 

U.S. Homeopathic Pharmacopeia. 
Personal. 

Answers to Correspondents, Notes 
and Queries: 

Appointments, Vacancies, Removals, 
etc, 

Obituary : 

Dr. Carl Bojanus. 

Varieties. 

Medical and Surgical Works. 

To Contributors and Correspon¬ 
dents. 
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DR. PROCTOR’S ADDRESS AT CLIFTON. 

In another part of our issue we give an account, taken 
from the Western Daily Press of September 18th, of the 
very successful gathering which took place at Clifton, 
Bristol, under the presidency of Dr. Proctor, of Birken¬ 
head. We also give an important, broad-minded, and 
carefully worked out paper entitled “ The Use of High 
Potencies in the Healing of the Sick,” from the pen 
of Dr. McLachlan, of Oxford. This paper we commend 
to the careful attention of our readers. 

Dr. Proctor’s presidential address is given in abstract 
in the Bristol journal’s report of the Congress, and 
we have also received another report, fuller in some 
respects, from the Birkenhead Advertiser of September 
18th. The address is all that our knowledge of its author 
would have led us to expect—brilliant, scholarly, and 
solid. It was at once inspiring and uncompromising, 
and had not a dull passage in it. 

We propose to give in this article some of the passages 
which strike us as particularly pertinent to the question 
as it stands to-day. 

Our Anomalous Position—Allopathic Ignorance. 

Dr. Proctor said that homeopathists occupy an 
anomalous position in the profession in that they were 
neither accepted nor rejected. He asked, Why was this? 
“ Ignorance,” he replied. Sheer ignorance on the part 

28 
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of the allopathic majority ! 41 Ignorance of our doctrines 

and practice, ignorance of our writings, and of medical 
history in general; ” and he called Sir Samuel Wilks 
as his witness :— 

“ In the Practitioner for June Sir Samuel Wilks says : * As regards 
improvement in internal treatment by means of drugs, little can be said. 
Scientific therapeutics is what we are hoping for, but at the present 
time very little exists, and especially for the reason that we are not 
fully acquainted with the action of many of the medicines we use, 
and we are still more ignorant of the true signification of the symptoms 
of disease which we treat.’ ” 

The Relation between Homeopathy and 
Allopathy. 

Dr. Proctor went on :— 

“ Now, gentlemen, let us look for a moment at the position in which 
we stand in relation to allopathy. After clearing away a number of 
minor considerations, we find ourselves face to face in this wise. 
On the one side is the idea that all deviations from the line of health 
are to be remedied by an equivalent dose of some medicine, pulling 
or pushing the vitality in an opposite direction, after the simple rules 
of mechanics ; and on the other side is the small dose, selected on the 
principle of similars, but what it is actually doing in the body no one can 
exactly say. It does not seem to be opposing any function or offering 
any antagonism, but rather seems to be co-operating with the vitality 
to bring about in some silent and gentle way the balance of health. 
It looks as if it were essentially a case of co-operation versus antagonism. 
The principle of similars, which had been a possession of medicine 
during its whole history, had become practically lost, and Hahnemann 
came in these latter days simply to restore to medicine its lost inheri¬ 
tance. We admit that the principle of opposites in medicine is a real 
and true principle; that it has its place and its value, and we occa¬ 
sionally have to resort to it in cases of poisoning and for palliative 
purposes; and yet we know so well from experience the superior 
value of the homeopathically selected medicine in bringing about a 
permanent cure, that we can only regret it does not so obviously 
appeal to common sense. In thinking over a subject suitable for this 
address, it seemed to me that among the prejudices against homeo¬ 
pathy there was this important one. It i9 thought that it was 
elaborated by one Hahnemann out of his own head some hundred 
years ago, that it was a pure invention, that it stood apart from the 
rest of medical science, and therefore deserves no attention. Such a 
notion might be excusable amongst the public, but the profession 
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ought to know better. Unfortunately our profession is the only one 
that has no past; it has only one future. The merit of Hahnemann 
is not that he discovered homeopathy, but that he established it, just 
as Darwin established the fact of evolution by means of natural 
selection. But it will be said Darwin lived to see his doctrine 
accepted all along the line, while homeopathy is still the doctrine of the 
minority. Homeopathy, however, has not yet fulfilled its mission ; it is 
still young and vigorous, but let us see what it has done already. We 
may point to the number of the avowed practitioners all over the 
world, and the number of the intelligent portion of the community, 
who adopt the treatment; but this, I take it, is the least part of our 
services. We have brought round the professional world very largely 
to our standpoint.” 

The Theory of Drug Action—“ Interference.” 

In dealing with the theory of drug action Dr. Proctor 
alluded to the writings of Mr. Picken in our pages, 
with which our readers are familiar. He directed 
attention to the theory of wave interference, and to that 
of the opposite action of the large and small dose, and 
quoted authorities, both homeopathic and allopathic, to 
show that on both sides the two theories were propounded 
as explanations of the homeopathic cure. He said— 

“ The main positions we take are these. (1) Vitality is a force sui 
generis , having its own laws of action, and is not to be regarded as 
mere physics and chemistry. (2) Disease is merely a disturbance of 
vital activities. (3) A derangement of that vitality is best corrected 
by a small dose of medicine, selected on the principle of similars ; and, 
lastly, as a corollary, the single medicine.” 

The Small Dose—a Lay Verdict. 

“ As regards the small dose and the single medicine, it is obvious 
to any one that the entire aspect of pharmacy has changed. Homeo¬ 
pathic medicines are being imitated so well that we can use many of 
the new pilules and tabloids ourselves. They are in many instances 
virtually homeopathic, being made up of drop-doses of tincture and 
of tenths and hundredths of a grain of triturations. What conceivable 
use can there be for drop-doses of Aconite and Belladonna except on 
homeopathic lines? And, horribile dictu , the last and most un¬ 
welcome victory for homeopathy is found in quack medicines being 
advertised in our name. A shrewd American writer, though not a 
medical man, after describing some choice specimens of old poly¬ 
pharmacy, says: 4 When you reflect that your own father had to take 
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such medicines, and that you would be taking them to-day yourself 
but for the introduction of homeopathy, which forced the old-school 
doctor to stir around and learn something of a rational nature about 
his business, you may honestly feel grateful that homeopathy 
survived the attempts of the allopathists to destroy it, even though 
you may never employ any physician but an allopathist while yon 
live.’ Excuse my quoting from a non-professional source, but really, 
when it comes to the taking of medicine rather than prescribing it, 
the patient sometimes knows more about it than the doctor.” 

Dr. Proctor has no need to apologise for his happy 
quotation (from Mark Twain, unless our memory deceives 
us). The lay mind is much more capable of taking a 
judicial view of conflicting medical theories than those 
actually engaged in the conflict. 

With this passage we must bring to a close our account 
of Dr. Proctor’s valuable address. We hope soon to 
see it published in separate form. 


THE DIRECTORY . 

The entry into the last quarter of the year is the signal 
for the issue of Directory circulars ; and we take this 
opportunity of calling upon our readers to do their best to 
second the efforts of those who are endeavouring to make 
the coming issue of the British , Colonial , and Continental 
Homeopathic Directory as accurate and up-to-date as 
possible. This they can do, in the first instance, by 
promptly returning the usual circular, when received, 
filled in as desired ; and in the next place by subscribing 
for the issue. So many changes occur in the course of 
twelve months (as our “ Removals ” column, if nothing 
else, is sufficient to testify), that the annual issue of tbe 
Directory is necessary to keep it thoroughly efficient. 

The Jubilee celebrations of the present year have had 
for one of their results the drawing closer of the bonds 
between the colonies and the mother country, and we 
hope our colonial brethren, as well as British homeo¬ 
pathists, will take a keen interest in a work which 
comprises both, and so keeps well in touch with the spirit 
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of the age. We cordially commend the Directory to the 
support of our readers in the colonies. 

We are glad also to learn that a decided advance may 
be looked for in the Continental department in the coming 
issue. In addition to Dr. Villebs, the help of a number 
of other distinguished Continental homeopaths has been 
secured, who have made themselves responsible for the 
lists of their respective countries. 

The Directory is rapidly assuming the position of 
importance in the homeopathic field which its intrinsic 
merits and utility deserve. 


NEWS AND NOTES. 


Equality. 

The Chemist and Druggist of September 11th contained 
the following note :— 

“Recognition of Homeopathy. 

“ At a recent meeting of the American Association of Medical 
Colleges, held at Philadelphia, it was agreed to recognise the courses 
of study in homeopathic and eclectic colleges to the extent of four 
years, which practically means that if candidates can satisfy the 
examiners it does not matter where they are educated, provided it is 
in a recognised college.” 

This is how they do things in the United States ; and 
this is how they would be done here if homeopaths could 
make up their minds to act wdth the same independence 
of spirit. But the fear of the medical Mrs. Grundys is 
over us all! 


Vaccination and Death. 

Under the above heading the Daily Chronicle of Sep¬ 
tember 10th published the following :— 

“ Yesterday, Mr. Wynne E. Baxter, Coroner, held an inquiry at the 
Whitechapel Coroner’s Court respecting the death of Myer Yudaskin, 
aged three months, the son of a tailor, lately residing at 15, Ely Place, 
Whitechapel.—Annie Yudaskin, the mother, stated that the child was 
a fine, healthy baby when bom, and continued to thrive until it was 
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vaccinated, which operation was performed on July 14th. The arm 
afterwards became much inflamed, and about three weeks later a large 
sore appeared on the child’s chest. As it began to spread, witness 
called in a doctor, but the sore got worse, and the child died on 
Monday last.—Dr. Oxley, «of 1, Dock Street, Whitechapel, deposed 
that he was called in to see the child on September 1th. Other doctors 
had seen it previously. He found it suffering from a large wound on 
the chest, which was discharging matter. The child was very 
exhausted, and it died on September 6th. The autopsy showed death 
to be due to convulsions set up by exhaustion, the result of the wound 
in the chest.—The Coroner : What was the wound caused by ?— 
Witness : It was a large wound, and the skin had ulcerated off the 
chest.—A Juror: Was it caused by vaccination?—Witness: It is 
quite possible. Any septic inflammation might have caused it.—Dr. 
Thomas Jones, of 68, Leman Street, Whitechapel, said he was called 
in to see the deceased on August 8th. The child had been vaccinated, 
and the marks on the arm looked healthy and small. Erysipelas had 
set in.—The Coroner : Where did the erysipelas set in ?—Witness 
At the arm, and it travelled up the shoulder, chest and back, involving 
the whole of the upper part of the body, except the head ana 
face.—The Coroner : What sets up the erysipelas ?—Witness 
Some septic poison.—A Juror : Do you think it was brought 
about by vaccination ?—Witness : It is possible. The erysipelas 
could be set up by some foreign matter getting into the open 
wound. It may have got in at the vaccination marks.—Dr. Joseph 
Loame, of 1, Dock Street, Whitechapel, the public vaccinator, said 
that he vaccinated the child on July 14th, with nine other children 
from the same lymph. The lymph had been supplied to him by the 
Local Government J3oard, for the express purpose of being used in the 
vaccination of ten children. He had not heard of any of the other 
children being affected. He inspected the deceased on July 21st, and 
gave the mother a certificate that the vaccination had been successful. 
He heard nothing more of the case until September 1st, when Dr. 
Morris, who had been attending the child, sent the mother to inform 
him of the child’s condition. On August 30th, witness, as medical 
officer, had received information of the case as one of erysipelas.—A 
Juror: Could the wound on the chest have got there from vaccination ? 
—Witness : It was the result of the erysipelas.—The Juror: And that 
might have been the result of vaccination ?—Witness: Erysipelas 
can arise from any wound.—The Juror: Do you test the lymph your¬ 
self ?—Witness: No.—The Juror: Is it not customary to examine 
the lymph before using it ?—Witness : No. It is calf lymph, and it is 
supplied by the Local Government Board in hermetically sealed tubes. 
—The Coroner said there was no suggestion made by any of the 
medical men that the lymph was not good. The probabilities were 
that the erysipelas was set up by something entering the vaccination 
wound, but at the same time it could have arisen in many other ways. 
—The jury eventually returned a verdict that deceased died from 
exhaustion from erysipelas, and that such death was due to natural 
causes.” 


We wonder when the unworthy pretence that deaths 
from erysipelatous extension of the inflammation which 
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normally occurs in a vaccinated arm are not deaths from 
vaccination will be given up? There is no reasonable 
doubt that this child would not have died if it had not 
been vaccinated. And to say that any scratch is as likely 
to set up fatal erysipelas as a wound poisoned with cow-pox 
virus (whether “good” or “bad”) is to say what is 
palpably untrue. The verdict of “ natural causes,” like 
charity, covers a multitude of sins. 


The Two Faiths. 

The following interesting account of the Peculiar 
People appeared in the Westminster Gazette of September 
8th. The treatment of this body by coroners and their 
juries affords a fine object-lesson on the real sentiments of 
the ordinary British mind. If there ever was a Bible- 
worshipping nation it is our own ; but when it comes to 
a practical test the average Britisher’s faith in his Bible 
is nowhere when it comes in contact with his faith in the 
medical faculty. Indeed, he is always ready to join the 
Faculty in persecuting anybody who actually proves that 
he has more faith in the Bible than in the almighty 
doctor. It is not for us to say which is right; we merely 
remark on the consistency of the situation :— 

“The Peculiar People and their Tenets: their own views about 
Faith-healing. 

“Who are the Peculiar Poople, and what especial creed do they hold, 
that they should abjure the doctor and all his methods ? was the 
natural question to which a recent inquest on the death of a child 
belonging to the sect gave rise. It appeared that the child’s life 
might have been saved if a doctor had been called in, and the jury 
returned a verdict of manslaughter against the father. Such verdicts 
have sent other members of this ‘ Peculiar ’ sect to trial before, 
and in every instance the parent has been acquitted of the charge. 
If you wish to find the headquarters of this sect (writes a repre¬ 
sentative of the Westminster Gazette), take train to Southend, for 
that neighbourhood is their stronghold. The Peculiar People have 
very visibly increased in numbers and influence in South Essex sitice 
the founder of the sect opened the first meeting-house at the little 
village of Thundersby, near Southend, some forty years ago. Like 
similar revivals, the new religion was an offshoot from Methodism, and 
was the outcome of a certain narrow-minded fervency which laid such 
extreme stress on submission to an overruling Providence that even 
in cases of sickness recourse to natural remedies was strictly forbidden. 
In abjuring medicine the Peculiar person relies on a certain passage 
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in the Epistle of St. James, where the faithful are bidden to call in 
the elders of the Church to anoint the sufferer and pray over him. 

4 If the sickness is unto death,’ the sufferer must die, for it is the 
will of Providence ; but the method laid down in the Epistle is the 
only one to be followed, and will result in a more or less rapid cure, if 
it is ordained that the sick man be restored to health. To call in 
doctors is simply to disobey all the precepts of Holy Writ. ‘ This,’ 
writes our representative, ‘ was the gist of what I learnt in the course 
of a conversation with one of this remarkable sect. I found him, 
after many wanderings, in a little grocer’s shop in Poplar, and he 
certainly had a clear and tenacious grip of the tenets of his sect. He 
solemnly assured me that not himself only, but several members of 
his family, had been restored to complete health by following the 
precept to call in the elders in sickness. The elders, he explained, 
were the ordained ministers of his Church, and it was on their prayers 
and anointing that they relied in sickness. Apart from the stress 
that they lay upon this doctrine of unction, the Peculiar People do 
not differ materially from other branches of Evangelical Christians. 
It is the alleged miraculous cures that take place as the result of the 
laying-on of hands, or the anointing of the sick, that has brought so 
many converts into their sect. In the neighbourhood of their meeting¬ 
houses they are regarded as a very solemn, religious set of people, 
and the services at which the sick are brought into chapel to be cured 
attract numbers of people. The three or four Peculiar People that I 
came across all declared that it was the spectacle of an immediate 
cure that brought them into the fold. Two of these declared that 
they had been immediately cured of severe attacks of influenza by the 
simple laying-on of hands. Their numbers have considerably increased 
in Essex of late, while their meeting-houses in Limehouse, Poplar, 
Kennington, and other parts of London prove that they are a growing 
body. And this is a bad thing for the doctors. But there is a certain 
irony of fate in the fact that the founder of the sect was severely 
reprimanded by his followers for calling in a doctor for a member of 
his family who was seriously ill. Their boycott of doctors and drugs 
is rarely if ever broken.’ ” 


Vaccinial Psoriasis. 

The following is from the British Medical Journal of 
September 18 th :— 

“Vaccinial Psoriasis. 

“ Vignat has made a study (T)Use d*e Lyon , 1897) of this lesion, of 
which so far very few cases are on record. By the term 4 vaccinial 
psoriasis ’ is understood a form of psoriasis appearing immediately 
after vaccination in a subject previously free. The eruption is deter¬ 
mined by and localised at the vaccinia inoculation, and the first 
papules appear on the site of the scarification, from which they 
spread later. The affection is not to be confounded with a psoriasis 
involving the scars in a patient already affected with the eruption. 
The author supposes that in patients affected with vaccinial psoriasis 
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the disease is simply latent, or the arthritic or neurotic element is 
largely present, and the vaccinia acts as the immediate cause of the 
eruption, and that possibly any other lesion involving the skin in a 
manner similar to vaccinia would be equally potent in evoking an 
eruption.” 


Deadly Allopathy. 

The following appeared in the Chemist and Druggist of 
September 18th:— 

“Poisoned by a Nerve-Tonic. 

“ An inquest was held at Norwich on Wednesday concerning the 
death of Stanley Allan Betts, a newsagent, twenty-nine years of age, 
who died from taking a bottleful of a tonic-mixture. His widow said 
that during the past two months he had been out of employment, 
and for the last few w r eeks he had been strange in his manner and 
complained of pains in his head. He w’as unable to sleep at night, 
and would go downstairs and lie on the couch. When witness asked 
what was the matter, he replied, ‘ That’s nothing; I shall soon be all 
right.’ He had been greatly worried by his want of employment. 
She knew that he at times obtained a mixture from the chemist, as a 
nerve-tonic, which he took in the proper doses. The bottle in which 
he usually obtained the medicine was a small-sized medicine bottle. 
It had a red label upon it, but not the w r ord ‘ Poison.’ As far as she 
could remember, the directions were, ‘ Drops as per recipe.’ 

“ Mr. Edgar Burdett, chemist and druggist, said he was manager 
for Messrs. Boots (Limited), at Lower Goat Lane. The deceased for 
the past two years had supplied him with newspapers. He had four 
times supplied deceased wdth a mixture according to a prescription 
which he first brought to witness on August 23, 1895. It consisted 
of 90 gr. of citrate of iron and quinine, and 90 minims solution of 
strychnine, in 4 oz. of w r ater, the dose being one teaspoonful in water. 
By taking the w'hole of this mixture at One time, it being of a 
poisonous nature, it would undoubtedly cause death. The bottle was 
a 4 oz. flat bottle, and on the label was 4 The drops as recipe.’ Below 
this was another label bearing the address of the establishment. 
There was no notification on the label in any w ay that the mixture 
was poisonous. Deceased brought the bottle to witness with the 
label upon it, and witness did not put a fresh label upon it. Witness 
produced his book, w'hich contained a copy of the prescription 
supplied. It was necessary under the Pharmacy Act of 1868 that 
preparations containing poisons should be entered in the register, 
and labelled 4 Poison,’ except when those preparations formed one 
of the ingredients in a physician’s prescription. This was the reason 
why he did not label the Dottle 4 Poison.’ It was also necessary that 
such preparations should bear the name and address of the vendor, 
which had been done. 

44 The Coroner remarked that the book produced did not seem to be 
in conformity with the Act of 1869, an amendment to that of 1868, 
which compelled, in addition to the name and address of the vendor, 
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the entry of the name and address of the purchaser. This had not 
been complied with, and he trusted that in the future it would be 
done. 

“ The witness, resuming, said the deceased came to the shop about 
a quarter to twelve, and on presenting a prescription was served as 
usual. He seemed to be in his ordinary state of health, and without 
saying anything took the bottle and left. About 12.80 he returned, 
and entering the shop and sitting down in a chair said, 4 That mixture 
—I’ve taken the lot.’ Witness, knowing the poisonous nature of the 
mixture, at once sent for a doctor. He gave the deceased some spirit 
of chloroform to counteract the effects of the poison, and sent for the 
police. Witness asked him how long ago he had taken the mixture, 
and was told about half an hour. Asked why he had done it, he said, 
4 I am tired of it all. I cannot make ends meet.’ He added that he 
was sorry for his wife and family, and was sorry that he had done it. 
He died in about fifteen minutes from the time he returned to the 
shop. The police arrived before death took place. No attempt was 
made to restore life, as witness considered it was hopeless. The body 
was afterwards removed by the police to the mortuary. 

44 By the Foreman: He had given the deceased an emetic, but it 
had had no effect. 

44 The jury returned a verdict of suicide whilst in an unsound state 
of mind. The general opinion was also expressed that in the case of 
any mixture containing poisonous drugs a label specifying its nature 
should be affixed.” 

When carbolic acid is scheduled as a poison we should 
not wonder if an allopathic “ nerve-tonic ” should take its 
place as the favourite viaticum of the world-weary. 


“A Dull Subject.” 

The leader-writers in the medical journals can be very 
amusing at times, but they are never so much so as when 
they least intend it. As all who have passed through 
the allopathic mill well know, there is no subject so 
unutterably wearisome and depressing as pharmacology 
and therapeutics as known to the allopaths and de¬ 
scribed in their text-books. The British Medical Journal 
(September 18th), in an article on “The Address in the 
Section of Pharmacology and Therapeutics ” at the 
Montreal meeting of the Association, wishing to say 
something complimentary to the orator, gave his theme 
away in this style— 

44 Professor Leech’s address at Montreal is an admirable example of 
the interest and even charm with which a graceful touch and a well- 
balanced judgment can invest a subject usually considered dull." 
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Nor does it improve matters^feei9ft( g<£bk oal :— 

“ Although he cannot refrain from the temptation to give a retro¬ 
spect of his theme during the last sixty years, he enriches its bald 
facts with a wealth of illustrative detail which renders them palatable, 
and so adds greatly to their instructiveness. These sixty years have 
done more for therapeutics than for other branches of medicine, for 
they have based it upon a new science—that of pharmacology.” 

But the “new science ” is even more dull and more 
barren than the old-time therapeutics, and all the oratoi^ 
in the world cannot improve it. If our friends will 
insist on having their “ Hamlet ” with the Prince of 
Denmark omitted, they are bound to have a dull play of 
it to the end of time. 


ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 

A SENSITIVE SUBJECT. 

By Dr. Dudgeon. 

Many cases of extreme sensitiveness to the action of 
some medicines have been recorded, but probably none 
has ever exceeded or even equalled the sensitiveness to 
the action of all medicines of that singular and mysterious 
being Caspar Hauser. This unfortunate young man was 
found by the police aimlessly wandering about the streets 
of Nuremberg in the spring of 1828. He was placed 
under the care of Professor Daumer, who taught him to 
speak, and gradually elicited from him that he had hitherto 
lived in a dark underground cellar and fed on black bread 
and water. He had been deprived of all intercourse with 
his fellow-creatures, and though of mature age he had at 
first no more intelligence than a baby. However, he 
showed a remarkable power of learning all that was 
taught him, and rapidly acquired the power of speaking, 
writing, doing simple sums in arithmetic, drawing and 
playing on the piano. For a long time he was painfully 
affected by bright light and loud noises. He could dis¬ 
tinguish colours in the dark, and felt acutely the slightest 
blow or touch and strong perfumes would bring on con¬ 
vulsive attacks. For long he would not eat anything but 
the black bread on which he had been reared. He was 
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very subject to convulsive attacks, and he soon became 
seriously ill, for which he came under the treatment of 
Dr. Preu, an ardent homeopathist, who has given an 
account of his medical observations on this remarkable 
patient in the eleventh volume of the Archiv fur die hom. 
Heilkunst. 

Dr. Preu found that the simple lessons he was taught 
caused an increase of the convulsive movements, and 
brought on severe headache ; so the lessons were dis¬ 
continued and he was allowed to play about in the garden 
and have moderate horse exercise. In about ten w r eeks 
he was pretty well, and it was found that he had grown 
two inches taller. But his extreme sensitiveness to ex¬ 
ternal impressions remained. A mere touch of the bare 
hand he felt like a blow. If the hand that touched him 
wore a glove he did not feel it so much. All excitement 
brought on convulsive movements in the face and left 
arm. His acuity of vision was extraordinary; at a 
distance of one hundred paces he could count the berries 
on a bunch of elderberries; he could tell colours in total 
darkness, and he saw best in twilight. His sensitiveness 
to odours was extreme. A bottle of perfume opened in 
his room caused convulsive movements. He said it 
caused a painful sensation in the head that extended to 
the eyes, went dow r n both sides of the head through the 
cheeks in a line on both sides, which seemed to unite in 
the stomach, where it caused a pressure in the scrobiculus 
cordis, followed by eructation and waterbrash. In a 
quarter of an hour only the headache and pain in eyes 
remained. He longed for the open air. After walking a 
little he had chills with repeated eructations, followed by 
heat, and lastly sweat on the forehead. 

His diet, which had hitherto consisted of black bread 
and water, was gradually changed to vegetables, soup, 
milk and white bread. It was long before he could 
be induced to take animal food, but after three or four 
months he ate and enjoyed a plentiful meal of meat. 

He was a good medium for mesmerism and clairvoyant. 
He had many premonitions of coming events. He fore¬ 
told his attempted assassination of the 17th of October, 
1829. (He was really assassinated a few months later.) 
He could tell the approach of his tutor, without seeing 
him, at 125 paces distant. A thunderstorm affected him 
powerfully. It caused convulsive movements in face and 
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limbs, a feeling as if everything inside of him was loose 
and in motion; he shivered frequently, had a feeling of 
pressure in the head, and all this lasted till the storm was 
over, when his nose bled and the head was relieved. The 
lightning flash caused a pricking as with needles in his 
eyes. The lunar changes acted remarkably on him. Just 
before full moon he felt unwell, had oppression of chest, 
rigor all over the body even when the weather was 
warm or he was in a warm room. As the moon waned 
he felt better. 

Dr. Preu gives a detailed account of the effects of 
medicines on Caspar Hauser. Sulphur. Smelling at a 
bottle containing the 3rd. dil.,he perceived an odour like 
alum in the nose and a vesicular eruption appeared on a 
part of his face where he had long since had a similar 
eruption. In ten minutes the vesicles had developed and 
burst. He next had repeated loose stools. The second 
and third day epistaxis. During the next three days 
he developed many of the Sulphur symptoms recorded in 
Hahnemann’s proving and also some new symptoms, such 
as: Hot feet, tightness of skin of feet when walking, his 
breathing was easier when lying on the left than on the 
right side, palpitation on going to sleep. When looking up, 
bits of gold seemed to fall before his eyes; on looking 
at anything he saw blue, green and red stripes. When 
walking in the open air his hands perspired so profusely 
that his gloves were completely soaked. Many of these 
symptoms recurred during the next three weeks. 

Silica. Smelling at a bottle filled with globules of the 
30th dil. caused him immediately to perceive various 
odours, viz.: of wine, of sugar, and another indescribable 
odour. He grew pale, tottered and felt as if he had 
received a violent blow. He said he felt the medicine 
first in his head, then in his body and all his limbs, then 
back to his head, and his forehead was covered with per¬ 
spiration. Next nausea. After half an hour violent 
eructation, at first odourless, then with a peculiar smell 
perceptible to the bystanders. Besides many other of 
Hahnemann’s symptoms he complained particularly of 
the following symptoms, some of which are not to be 
found in Hahnemann : something alive running about in 
his head, shooting in eyes, pupils dull, a red spot on 
lower lid, burning in eyes and lacrimation. During the 
second and third days, pressure in eyes down to the chin ; 
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shooting from nape to right ear; red sediment in urine; 
for four days the hair fell out in large quantities ; for five 
days headache when walking; once when he struck his 
foot against something he felt a violent pain in his head 
as if the brain would be forced out. For seven days he 
loathed meat. On the twelfth day nausea and a recur¬ 
rence of the peculiar odour, followed by vomiting of 
bitter water and mucus; then a red eruption on forehead 
and below eyes and headache. Fetid mucus on the 
tongue. Great prostration, cannot w r rite ; eyes affected, 
cannot read, eyes w r ater. For fourteen days singing in 
ears, chiefly in afternoon. Affrighted starting; stitches 
in feet and burning in all limbs. After two weeks a 
sensation as if something pressed upon head and as if a 
thread w r ere bound round the head. During all this 
time the night perspiration was increased. 

Ipecacuanha . While making a morning call in a 
house where there was a strong smell of varnish he was 
attacked by a violent and continuous spasmodic cough. 
When this had lasted from 3 till 8 p.m. he was made to 
smell at a bottle full of globules of Ipec . 6. The cough 
was thereby immediately increased, but ceased completely 
in a quarter of an hour. Then came on heat, violent pain 
in chest and head and inflamed eyes. If he lay on his 
left side he had dyspnea, with pressure and stitches in 
the left side of chest, as though he should be suffocated. 
Great sensitiveness of the hearing. Groaning; cannot 
hear what is said; sleepless night. In the morning 
expectoration of greenish-yellow mucus with some blood; 
jaundice all over body. For this he had to smell 

Nux vomica 6. Immediately aggravation followed in 
half an hour by amelioration; at noon, tongue white, 
great pain in throat, much mucus mixed with blood 
from mouth ; second night, sleepless; third day, chilly; 
during the day alternate heats and chills; vomiting at night, 
much blood from throat; third night, sleepless; fourth 
day commences with feverishness; burning in throat 
when swallowing soup. For many days there remained 
prostration, weakness, disturbed sleep, weakness of eyes, 
mability to do mental work. 

Sepia . Smelling at the 30th dil. caused a great number 
of the symptoms recorded by Hahnemann and some 
others. The voice became rough, as from catarrh. Speech 
was slow; gait unsteady. In the afternoon a febrile 
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attack like that recorded in the pathogenesis. Sudden, 
burning erruption in the neck that declined towards 
evening. Face very red, veins of arms and hands 
distended. When walking in the evening felt as though 
ants crawled up his legs to the pit of his stomach, when 
he felt pressure in chest; profuse sweat, pain in limbs. 
The febrile attack lasted an hour, and ended with violent 
rigor. Great prostration next day, pressure in forehead. 
In bed before falling asleep tearing pains in joints and 
other parts of body. Night sweat so profuse he had to 
change his nightshirt. Second day, in evening ringing 
like a bell in right ear with headache ; then he felt as if a 
drop fell down on the right side of the head, whereupon 
the ringing ceased but the headache increased. 

Arnica. One day he got a blow on the right hip-bone. 
The pain from it spread up the back to the nape, then 
came a tearing pain in left eye, with heat of body and 
headache. The bruised part remained painful and he 
could not lie on his back. For this he got Arnica 
(dilution not stated) to smell. He had the same pain as 
from the blow but in a reverse order. It was first in his 
head, then in the left eye, and then a tearing pain from 
the nape down to the bruised spot; then the pain spread 
back to the nape, a chill came on and the pain ceased. 

Calcarea. As Caspar Hauser was at this time (August, 
1829) gaining flesh, and as he objected to being fat, this 
medicine was given him in the 30th dil. by olfaction. 
(Hahnemann says it is useful in the obesity of youthful 
subjects.) Immediately there occurred cough and com¬ 
pression of head ; strong smell from mouth; feeling of 
debility after stool. The second day already the clothes 
had become looser. He became excoriated by walking 
and riding; loathing at meat; great falling out of hair; 
swelling of veins of hands with heat of face. He daily 
decreased in size. 

Caspar's attempted assassination on the 17th of October, 
1829, interrupted the series of experiments with medicines 
for a while. The wound and the shock threw him back 
into his previous condition of hyper-sensitiveness to all 
external impressions, and it was long before he recovered 
from the effects. His restoration was chiefly effected 
by mesmerism, to which he was extremely responsive. 
Lycopodium also was of use. After this Caspar passed 
out of the care of Professor Daumer and Dr. Preu, and, 
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as is well known, a second attempt at assassination 
proved more successful than the first and terminated 
the career of this mysterious and interesting youth, and 
deprived homeopathy of any further revelations in respect 
to the influence of minute doses on a subject of such 
exceptional sensitiveness. 


THE USE OF HIGH POTENCIES IN THE 
HEALING OF THE SICK.* 

By John McLachlan, M.D. 

In introducing his paper Dr. McLachlan said : 
Although the paper deals chiefly with high potencies, 
yet you must not go away with the idea that I believe 
that low potencies are useless, though I believe that the 
high potencies are more generally useful than the low. 
Be that as it may, there are two points that are even of 
more importance in my opinion than the potency question 
—more important because they come before it, and must 
be settled before the potency question can be discussed 
with any profit, and certainly before we have any right to 
look upon ourselves as scientific prescribers in the true 
sense of that term. These two points are— 

1. The mode of choosing the remedy. 

2. A rigid adherence to the principle that only one 
medicine is to be given at one time. 

Of course the one necessarily follows from the other. 
Our aim is to choose the simillimum or the most like 
remedy, and in the very nature of things there can 
only be one most like. I would strongly insist upon 
these two points, because, as I said, I do not believe 
that the potency question can be profitably discussed 
till they are settled; and if they are settled I believe 
the other question will look after itself, that is, if we 
are moderately observant. In regard to the mode of 
choosing the remedy, I do not think we can do better 
than study the two cases given by Hahnemam himself in 
his introduction to his Materia Medica Pura , and also 
quoted by Dr. Dudgeon (with comments) in The Homeo¬ 
pathic World for August, 1890. 

* Read before the British Homeopathic Congress, Bristol, September 1G, 
1897. 
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It was with considerable reli&fi^Mte 'th&t I consented, 
at the request of the Committee, to give a paper on the 
above subject. The subject itself is full of interest as a 
purely physical study, but it has often given rise to bitter 
controversy, in which the disputants have not always used 
“ parliamentary language,” and good men have allowed 
themselves to become estranged by reason of such bitter 
contention. So bitter at times has the controversy raged 
that the perennial Scotch heresy-hunts are tame in com¬ 
parison. For these reasons I rather fought shy of the 
subject; but, having taken the matter in hand, I will do 
my best, and I would warn you all that I myself am a 
man of peace, and will not willingly hurt any one’s feel¬ 
ings. After all, the subject is essentially a practical one, 
and no amount of controversy can settle the point. For 
my own part, I do not care one iota what potency a man 
may use provided always that he (1) has a reason or reasons 
(be they right or wrong) for what he does, and (2) uses 
only one medicine at a time. I may possibly revert to 
this subject before I close my paper. 

The use of high potencies seems to me to be but a very » 
natural corollary from the main proposition {similia 
similibus curentur) ; for if a given drug can produce such 
and such a state of suffering during its “proving” in a 
healthy man, i.e., one whose vital force has no present 
tendency in the direction impressed upon it by the drug 
in question, how much easier must it be for this same 
drug to produce its effects in the sick man, whose vital 
force has already a present tendency to go in the same 
direction, and therefore how much less of the drug 
should be required. In the first case—that of the healthy 
man—it is like two forces acting along the same straight 
line in opposite directions, where the resultant is equal to 
the difference between them, and has the direction of the 
greater component. 

Now the drug will always form the greater component, 
and so it has first to bring the other force (health) to rest, 
as it were, and then impress upon it a force, causing it to 
move in the opposite direction (away from health). In 
the second case, that of the sick body, it is like two forces 
acting along the same straight line in the same direction, 
and the resultant, therefore, is equal to their sum. Now, 
it is evident that a very much smaller force will be neces¬ 
sary to produce the same change of velocity in the second 

29 
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case than in the first, i.e ., a much smaller dose will be 
required. 

It has always seemed to me that Newton’s third Law 
of Motion really underlies our great Law of Cure. This 
law, as you remember, states that: To every action there 
is an equal and opposite reaction , or, action and reaction 
are equal and opposite. Our allopathic friends use the 
“ action ” or primary effect of the drug, whereas we use 
the “ reaction ” or secondary effect; and the serious 
question arises whether ice ought not really to be called 
allopaths, and the allopaths to be called homeopaths. 
For observe the state of the case in allopathy , using 
lines with arrow-heads to show the natural tendency of 
the disease, the primary effect of the drug (the action ), 
and the reaction. 

Disease tendency. 

---- > 

Contraria contrariis curentur (the “ action ”). 

< ---- - 

The inevitable “ reaction.” 

--> 

The “ reaction,” it will be observed, is in the same 
direction as that of the original disease tendency. 

Now in homeopathy the state of things is slightly 
different. 


Disease tendency. 



Similia similibus curentur . 

<- 

The reaction. 


The reaction is in the opposite direction to that of the 
original disease tendency. 

Another point in favour of high potencies is this: We 
are taught that disease is not a material entity, but only 
a derangement of the spirit-like immaterial “ vital force.” 
If we therefore oppose to this deranged immaterial vital 
force massive material doses or low potencies, we can 
hardly be said to be carrying out our principle similia 
similibus curentur , for we are opposing something that is 
immaterial with that which is material . Again, m using 
material doses what proof have we, and how can we as 
scientific men know, that we have given the remedy 
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homeopathic to the case ? The feelings of the patient ? 
No! For however convenient these may be in general 
everyday practice, yet they do not form a scientific proof. 
In using massive doses the patient may feel better for two 
possible reasons— 

1. The medicine may really be the one homeopathic to 
the case, and effect a cure in the usual way. 

2. It may not be homeopathic to the case, but may 
merely be working in some “other” way, i.e ., it may 
have no direct effect at all on the suffering part of the 
body, but may be simply making some other part of the 
organism ill, withdrawing attention, as it were, from the 
part really ill till Nature unaided works a cure ; just like 
the lizard, who, when too hotly pursued by an enemy, 
breaks off a part or the whole of its tail, and leaves that 
part to jump about and attract the attention of the enemy 
while itself, the real lizard , makes good its escape. This 
is in reality the favourite method of old-school thera¬ 
peutists, though, of course, very naturally they will not 
admit this. 

In all probability the aggravation produced (slight or 
otherwise) by high potencies is the best proof that the 
medicine is the correct one. We find something analogous 
to this in electrical science, viz., when we use the gold leaf 
electroscope to detect the existence and kind of electricity 
on any body. For the rule is—If when an electroscope 
is charged the approach of an electrified body causes the 
leaves (a) to diverge more , the approaching body and the 
leaves are similarly electrified; (b) to diverge less (or 
collapse) the approaching body and the leaves are oppositely 
electrified, or else the approaching body is uncharged. 
Repulsion, therefore, is the only sure test of electrification. 
This corresponds to the aggravation produced by the 
medicine. But collapse of the leaves does not necessarily 
indicate that the body to be tested is charged, for they may 
collapse if the body presented to the electroscope is an 
uncharged conductor. In like manner a feeling of 
“ betterness” on the patient’s part caused by the use of 
material doses is no certain proof that the medicine given 
is the correct one. 

Some object to the use of high potencies out of respect 
for the “ atomic theory.” To such I would say—You may 
safely leave the “ atomic theory ” and everything relating 
to chemistry to take care of itself. I often think that the 
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atomic theory, as propounded by Dalton, has had its day. 
But, apart from that, what have we, as therapeutists , to 
do with matter? In the physical universe there are but 
two things— matter and energy; to these two, either 
separate or combined, we must trace every phenomenon in 
the physical universe. Now, matter is indestructible , t.e., 
there is “ conservation of matter,” for on this fact 
chemistry is based. Again, it is perfectly impassive , and 
can neither originate nor change anything. On the 
other hand, energy is associated with every change in the 
physical universe. It is the active part of the universe, 
and all change is due to it; and, just as in the case of 
matter, there is also a “ conservation of energy.” Matter 
is that which has weight, and can thus be made evident 
to our senses by that property. Energy we cannot per¬ 
ceive by our senses, except in the act of transformation 
from one form to another. Now, as chemists , we have to 
do with matter beyond everything else; but, as thera¬ 
peutists, we have to do with energy , for the healing power, 
manifested by drugs, must be a form of energy . But this 
can never by any possibility be detected by the chemist 
(who has to deal with matter only). In fact, as I said a 
minute ago about energy in general, so now I say about 
this special form of energy—we can only perceive it in the 
act of transforma tion , i.e ., in bringing about some change, 
as in the healing of the sick. The grotesque absurdity, 
therefore, of chemists trying to analyse our medicines to 
find out what is in them, and then when they can find no 
matter present (not enough, that is, to be detected by their 
comparatively crude apparatus) stating that the medicines 
can have no healing powers is at once apparent. As well 
might one try to analyse a piece of a copper conductor in 
order to find out what electricity is. 

[I ought to remark here, however, in passing, that 
though formerly current electricity was supposed to floto 
through the substance of the conducting wire , it is now a 
pretty well established fact that the “ conducting ” wire, 
though it guides, does not carry that form of energy we 
call electncity, the energy paths lying outside in the 
surrounding medium ; in other words, we may state that 
the copper wires of the Atlantic cables do not carry the 
current at all, but that its path lies outside the wires 
altogether.] We can thus see that if we are to measure 
anything we must use appropriate units , and to try to 
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estimate the healing power of medicines in grammes is 
as absurd as to express the height of a steeple in 
amperes. 

1. The first case is one of that common and trouble¬ 
some complaint, eczema. In 1892, about three months 
after I came to Oxford, a young lady, eighteen years of age, 
consulted me for this complaint. She had suffered from 
the eczema since she was a baby, and about two years 
ago asthma was superadded to it. The eczema was 
worst in the hollows of the joints, legs, neck, and face, 
and in the right hand ; and, as she was learning the 
violin, this latter situation caused her a great deal of 
annoyance. It was worst in spring and autumn. It 
itched a great deal, especially about the neck, and this 
was worse in the evening, but more so still on undress¬ 
ing, when she itched all over, but this passed off when 
once she was warm in bed ; there was much smarting 
after scratching. 

The asthma was most marked at or about the time of 
the “monthly periods”; was most troublesome about 
5 a.m., when she frequently had to sit up in order to 
be able to breathe at all. It was very difficult to be 
quite sure whether or not the itching was aggravated 
or ameliorated by heat, but this difficulty may have been 
caused by her previous free use of Arsenic (from allopathic 
hands). The medicine seemed to me to be either Arseni¬ 
cum or Sulphur ; and I tried both of them diligently at 
various times and in various potencies, though never 
going above the 200th potency. I had come to the con¬ 
clusion that Sulphur was almost certainly the remedy for 
her, and I was therefore very much disappointed at its 
very partial success, for the relief never lasted very long, 
there being constant and very annoying recurrences. I 
then wrote to a friend of mine in London, stating the 
case to him as briefly as possible. He kindly replied as 
follows: 

“ 1. Asthma before menses— Cupr., Puls., Sulph. 

“ 2. Asthma during menses— China., Cupr., Sulph. 

“ 3. Itching when undressing— Ars., Amm. m., Cocc., 
Bros., Dulc., Gamb., Ham., Hyper., Mezer ., Nux, Oleand., 
Rhod., Rumex, Silica , Stann., Sulph. 

“ Therefore Sulphur is the only one remedy that corre¬ 
sponds to these, and it agrees fairly well with the other 
symptoms. Give one dose of Sulph. m.m. (F.C.), i.e., 
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the millionth potency , the highest yet made, and let it 
act a long time.” 

I sent her one dose of this potency, and told her not 
to be in any special hurry about coming to see me again. 
Six weeks later she was very much better, and the improve¬ 
ment continued to progress steadily though slowly for 
several months. All this time the only medicine she 
had was Sac. Lac. After that I gave her an occasional 
dose of the d.m. potency of Sulph she all the while 
steadily advancing towards cure. About a year and a half 
from her first visit she ceased her visits, considering her¬ 
self cured. Of course, a year and a half seems a long 
time, but you must not forget that the disease had lasted 
eighteen years. 

The marked connection that often exists between 
asthma and eczema is peculiar, the two affections 
frequently alternating with one another—catarrhal in¬ 
flammation of the skin with catarrhal inflammation of 
the lungs. I have known some rapidly fatal cases of 
catarrhal phthisis to follow cases of “ cured ” eczema- 
cured by external applications. It is such knowledge 
that makes one very chary indeed about using external 
“curative” applications in cases of eczema. Most old- 
school dermatologists, of course, sneer at such fears, and 
deny that there can be any possible connection. The 
reason of this is not far to seek, for once admit that fact, 
and the raison d'etre for their existence as “ specialists” 
at once disappears. Nature always sends chronic diseases 
to the least fatal situation, e.g ., eczema to the skin 
surface. But the dermatologist does his very best to drive 
it from that surface ; if, unfortunately, he succeeds, in 
some cases there may be no great harm done, but in 
others it may mean death , though of course the patient 
dies “ cured.” I believe that in all cases where such 
“ cures,” or suppressions, are made from without inward } 
even though they may escape immediate evil results, yet 
a depraved constitution in some form or other will almost 
certainly result, which will be transmitted to their 
children and their children’s children. This way of look¬ 
ing at the matter is of the greatest practical importance 
in considering the important question of prenatal medir 
cation. For such mal-treatment is, I believe, the origin 
of the “ psoric ” constitution. As I have elsewhere 
remarked, to treat a “diseased skin” successfully, and 
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safely , we must treat the body that has produced it; the 
skin eruption is merely an effect, the outward and visible 
sign of an internal dynamic derangement. A perfectly 
healthy body must possess a perfectly healthy skin, and a 
diseased skin cannot possibly exist upon a perfectly healthy 
body ; there is a very wide difference between a disease of 
the skin, and a disease on the skin. I doubt if the former 
can exist, per se. In the treatment of skin diseases, just 
as in other diseases, the “ totality of the symptoms ” must 
be our guide, and that includes everything that can be 
learned by every sense we possess about the patient and his 
disease , not only subjective symptoms, but objective as 
well, together with its cause and all that can be known of 
its pathology and pathological anatomy, so far as these 
can aid us in effecting a cure. 

2. The next is an “eye case ” in a lady, fifty-six years of 
age. I hardly like to give the disease a name lest Mr. Shaw 
might “ sit on ” me. She suffered from frequent attacks 
of sore eyes, especially the right one, and the allopathic 
oculist who attended her before I was called in used to 
keep her in a dark room for ten weeks at a time, together 
with the assiduous application of a zinc lotion and atro¬ 
pine drops. The eye trouble was a frequently recurring 
one, and was getting worse and more frequent every year. 
The attacks were often about March and April, and again 
perhaps in the fall. The cure in this case has not been 
so complete as in the previous one, as there have been one 
or two slight relapses since, though, curiously enough, 
much later in the year, and the eye that used to be the 
worst (the right) seems to be less liable to be attacked 
now. At the same time I thought it was worth while 
mentioning the case on account of the very marked 
improvement all round. The eyes during these attacks 
were very red, there was intense photophobia, and a great 
deal of very acrid watery discharge. The surface of the 
cornea very rapidly became cloudy and opaque (like ground 
glass), though I do not remember ever being able to detect 
a definite ulcer at any particular spot. Very soon after 
the attacks came on blood vessels began to shoot across 
the surface of the cornea through the opaque region, not 
so much at the lower segment of the cornea, but at the 
outer or inner side where the lids could not rub much— 
not like in ordinary pannus . As the eyes got better the 
blood vessels on the surface of the cornea shrivelled up, 
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and the opacity disappeared to a great extent, though 
even when they are at their best there is a slight per¬ 
manent opacity in the right eye—the eye that used to be 
the worst. 

There was one very definite symptom that she did not 
tell me of for some time after I began to attend her, and 
after she did tell me it was some time before I recognised 
its full significance, viz., that during these eye attacks , at 
any rate when the photophobia and pains were at their 
worst , she always had a peculiar rushing noise in her ears. 
If you consult that most excellent edition of Hahnemann’s 
Materia Medica Pur a, issued by the Hahnemann Publish¬ 
ing Society, you will find the above symptom under 
Arsenicum , s. 176, “ Roaring in the ears at each attack 
of pain,” and then as a footnote, “ The occurrence of 
other symptoms during the pains is quite peculiar to 
Arsenic .” In the beginning of my treatment of this case, 
before I knew of the abov6 symptom, the medicines I 
chiefly used were Euphrasia and Arsenic (not alternately, 
but at different times), though with the latter I did not go 
higher than the 30th potency. There was some improve¬ 
ment undoubtedly, but it never lasted very long, and it 
was only when I used Arsenicum m.m. (F.C.) potency that 
steady and permanent improvement began to show itself, 
and I think that for about a year and a half I heard no 
more of my patient; though, as I said, since that time 
there have been one or two slight relapses, though she 
has not had the ear symptom—except on one occasion 
slightly—since she received Arsen, m.m. 

3. Alopecia Areata. This is a case already reported in 
the Monthly Homeopathic Review , but I introduce it here 
as being a very fair illustration of my subject, and also to 
bridge over the gap between my two previous cases and 
my next one, lest the drop from the millionth to the 200th 
potency prove too much for my hearers. 

W. C., aged 11, was brought to the dispensary last 
August suffering from the above complaint. He was 
said to suffer from “ worms,” his appetite was capricious, 
and after meals he suffered from a hardness and fulness 
in the region of the stomach (a not uncommon thing for 
boys). The bald patches were in the usual position and 
of the usual appearance ; there were several large patches 
behind the ears and on the occiput. They were circular, 
sharply circumscribed, perfectly bald, of ivory whiteness. 
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smooth and shiny like a billiard ball. The skin had the 
usual white, shining, atrophic appearance. 

In this case the subjective symptoms were very meagre, 
so that one had to trust almost entirely to the objective. 
In vol. i. of the Medical Counsellor (1879) Dr. H. N. 
Guernsey, writing about tinea decaIvans, says : “ When 
the denuded part or parts of the scalp present the appear¬ 
ance of clearness , whiteness , and smoothness , Phos. will 
pretty certainly be indicated by all the other symptoms, 
when a very few doses of this remedy in the 19 m. will be 
sufficient to set up such an action as to cure the patient 
and restore the hair as in health.” Not having the above 
attenuation, I gave the boy one dose of the 100 m. In 
the course of three weeks there were distinct signs of a 
growth of hair on the bald patches, and by the end of two 
months it was almost impossible to make out the position 
of the patches, they being completely covered with a good 
growth of hair. 

There are two theories as to the immediate origin of 
this disease:— 

(а) It is believed to be due to some nerve disturbance , 
leading to atrophy of the roots of the hair and sometimes 
of the skin. 

(б) The old idea was that the disease was due to a para¬ 
sitic fungus (the Microsporon Audouini). This idea has 
now for the most part been given up, as the so-called 
contagious cases were probably cases of ringworm. 

Does the fact that Phosphorus cures this disease lend 
support to its probable origin in a “ nerve disturbance ” ? 
To be sure, the amount of Phosphorus present could not 
be looked upon as a massive dose, nor could it in any way 
act as a * 4 nerve tonic ” according to old-school ideas of 
the term. At the same time it should be remembered 
that what is wanted in such cases is not to supply the 
material (Phosphorus) to the patient, but to give him the 
power to take up, or assimilate, the material already 
present, in a comparatively large quantity, in ordinary 
everyday food—in the form of phosphates. The same is 
true in regard to many other important medicinal agents, 
as iron , lime , sulphur , &c. 

(To be concluded.) 


Digitized by Google 



458 MATERIA MEDICA MISCELLANY. [HQmeo^tWcWorid. 


MATERIA MEDICA MISCELLANY. 

By J. R. P. Lambert, M.D. Assistant Ophthalmic Surgeon and 
Registrar London Homeopathic Hospital.} 

Bullous Dermatitis produced by Quinine. —The Ameri¬ 
can Homeopathist quotes the record by J. C. Johnston of 
a case of Quinine dermatitis. The patient, a man aged 
37, had experienced two previous attacks from taking a 
couple of two-grain quinine pills. The present attack 
was the result of two doses of fifteen drops of Tinct. 
Cinchona co. Two days after taking the drug there was 
intolerable itching, and soon vesiculation on the genitals, 
face, and ears, and the whole surface of the body rapidly 
became the seat of a scarlatinoid dermatitis. As this 
began to decline the palms and soles became affected with 
blebs, which recurred, and it was five or six weeks before 
recovery was complete, the palms being the last to recover. 
In the first attack there were large blebs from which as 
much as eight ounces of fluid were evacuated. 

Phloridzin in Glycosuria. —Dr, Paillou, of St. Louis, 
has adopted Dr. Platt’s view that the form of glycosuria 
produced by Phloridzin is of renal origin, and he has been 
using the drug for two years in this form of the disease 
with good results. He records three cases to illustrate 
its action, in one of which, however, it failed to influence 
the malady, and improvement only set in when pancreatic 
extract was given in its place. He uses the 3x and 6x 
triturations.— J. B. H. S. (Hahn. Month.). 

[The case, which improved only when pancreatic extract 
was used, was in all probability one of the pancreatic and 
not the renal form of the disease, and the failure of 
Phloridzin in this case would rather favour Dr. Paillou’s 
view.] 

Quinine and Asthma. —“ Dr. Ledyard reported a case 
of asthma, following the suppression of chill by Quinine. 
The asthma had affected the patient for forty-five years. 
After taking Quinine frequently in massive doses of the 
crude drug, the chills stopped, but from that time on the 
patient suffered from asthma. He made known the 
nature of the case to the patient, and also the advisability 
of bringing back the chills, stating that when they had 
been brought back the asthma would either disappear, or 
would be amenable to treatment. Having the patient’s con¬ 
currence, he commenced the treatment by giving one dose 
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of Chinin. Sulph. 200th, from time to time repeating the 
dose. After treating the case for some time a slight after¬ 
noon fever, with dryness of the lips and thirst, put in an 
appearance. The case was persevered with, an occasional 
dose of very highly-potentised sulphur being exhibited, until 
the yawning and stretching with the identical old-time 
chills, and even the bitter taste of the Quinine , returned in 
full force. After this the asthma was reduced to a mini¬ 
mum, and from that day to this has troubled him very 
little, although his daily work consists in sweeping out a 
large school-house of seventeen rooms.”— Horn. Physician . 

Kali Bichromicum 200 in Diphtheria. —At the annual 
meeting of the California State Medical Society Dr. 
Martin mentioned a case of diphtheria in a family where 
two other cases had died from the disease the previous 
week. Another physician was attending the case with 
Dr. Martin, but as the child was growing rapidly worse 
Dr. Selfridge was consulted. He agreed with the remedy 
being used in Kali bichromicum , but advised the 200th 
potency instead of the 6th. Two hours after the 200th 
had been given the child, who was in an almost moribund 
condition, began to improve, and in a few days was out 
of danger. Dr. Selfridge also mentioned the case of a 
little girl of three in the Fabiola Hospital, suffering from 
membranous croup, who was rapidly getting worse under 
Kali bich. 3rd dilution in water. Ars. Iod. was suggested 
in consultation, but after some hours there was no im¬ 
provement, and signs of dissolution were present. Kali 
bich. 200 was then given at midnight, and next morning 
the child was better, and made a good recovery.— 
P. C. J. H. 

Verbascum in Megrim .—Dr. Muller has recorded the 
following case : A lady, 50, had for twenty years suffered 
from megrim, of which she had an unusually violent 
attack every two to four weeks. Bell, and Nux.-v. produced 
temporary alleviation, but neither reduced the frequency 
nor seventy of the attacks to any extent. Verbascum t 
when first used during an attack, produced at once an 
essential alleviation and shortening of the attack, and 
after a few months produced a cure. The symptoms 
which led to its use were especially “ simultaneous affec¬ 
tion of the ear” on the same side. When the headache, 
which was mainly a pressure, and pinching in the tem¬ 
poral bone and zygoma, was at its height there was an 
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intolerable drawing into the ear, with sensation of some¬ 
thing before the ear. This sensation was increased by 
moving the jaw and chewing.— Translated for the Horn. 
Recorder from Horn. Vierteljahrschrift. 

Pilocarpine in Unilateral hyperhidrosis. —In a severe 
case of rheumatic iritis of the left eye recently under my 
care there was very profuse perspiration at night of the 
right half of the body, head, trunk, and limbs, and during 
the day the right side was much moister than the left. 
A powder of Pilocarp . mur. 4x gr. iv. taken at bedtime, 
very materially reduced the excessive secretion of sweat. 
A solution of Atropine gr. iv.—ji was being instilled into the 
left eye more or less often each day, and the interesting 
question arises whether the local use of A tropine caused 
the absence of sweat on the whole of that side of the 
body. 


MYRICA CERIFERA. 

By Frederick Kopp, Greenwich, N.S.W. 

II.— Stomach, Abdomen, Bowels, Skin, Neck, Back, 
Cardiac, Respiratory, Hepatic, Extremities, 
and Urinary Symptoms, and Generalities. 

The stomach and abdomen symptoms are: Great desire 
for acids (constant throughout the proving) ; unnatural 
craving for food, accompanied after a good meal with a 
feeling of fulness in the stomach, followed by a complete 
loss of appetite, the feeling in the stomach remaining; 
sensation as if the food were too slowly digested, with 
a feeling of fulness in the stomach. The pressure in the 
stomach is temporarily relieved by empty eructations. 
Water brash and heartburn are also very prominent 
symptoms, as is also a heavy, dull headache, preceded by 
nausea; great pressure and distress in the stomach after 
meals; heat in the stomach, accompanied with vomiting; 
acidity of the stomach; continuous rumbling above 
umbilicus; pains of a “ grumbling ” nature in the bowels, 
generally coming on in the afternoon, while at night there 
is a pain in the bowels of a griping character, and in the 
morning tenesmus, followed by a rather loose stool; after 
eating there is a feeling, almost amounting to nausea, of 
weakness and sinking felt in the epigastrium, which is 
ameliorated by exercise, such as quick walking, but is 
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greatly aggravated after partaking of food ; empty eructa¬ 
tions, preceded by violent, griping pains in the stomach ; 
colicky pains in the region of the umbilicus, which are 
confined to a small portion or part, and are accompanied 
with a large accumulation and discharge of very offensive 
flatus; rumbling in the region of the umbilicus, accom¬ 
panied with griping pains. Cramp-like and stinging 
sensation under the lower ribs (left precordial region) ; 

[ iressure of a griping nature in the stomach and to the 
eft of the umbilicus. 

The symptoms affecting the bowels are : Faint and very 
weak feeling about the bowels, as if the prover were 
suffering from an attack of diarrhea; constant urging to 
stool, with only a discharge of much flatus; feeling in 
the morning as if an attack of diarrhea were going to set 
in, followed by a feeling of weakness about the bowels 
and a constant urging to stool, but without any result; 
tenesmus and cramp-like pains in the region of the 
umbilicus, accompanied with soft, papescent, and very 
copious stools (these stools are usually followed by consti¬ 
pation). In the afternoon there is a feeling as if diarrhea 
would set in, but there is only an excessive accumulation 
of flatulence, accompanied with great rumbling in the 
bowels; during walking there is a constant passing of 
flatus; after a meal, loose stool, attended with tenesmus 
and pain; stools almost natural in general appearance, 
but of a very light colour; feeling as if diarrhea would set 
in, with colicky, griping pains, and followed by small and 
hard stools; stools loose and light-coloured ; stools gradu¬ 
ally changing from a light yellow to an ashy colour, and 
quite destitute of bile. 

The respiratory organs are affected by a temporary pain 
in the middle lobe of the right lung; a smarting feeling 
in the trachea and larynx; a tickling cough when lying 
down at night in bed; a cough greatly aggravated by 
talking; and a cough accompanied with copious ex¬ 
pectoration. 

In the cardiac region there are constriction of the chest, 
especially at night in bed when lying on the left side, the 
impulse of the action of the heart being greatly increased 
(although, at the same time, the pulsations are somewhat 
diminished), so much so that each pulsation is distinctly 
audible; and sharp stitches and pain in the region of the 
heart. 


Digitized by L^ooQle 



462 


MYRICA CERIFERA. 


'Homeopathic World. 
Oct. 1,1807. 


The hepatic gland is greatly affected by the action 
of the drug. There is at first a dull pain felt in the 
region of the liver, which is gradually followed by the 
following symptoms, namely, complete loss of appetite; 
yellow, scanty, and very frothy unne; yellowness of the 
eyes; a sense of fulness in the abdomen and stomach; 
great debility and drowsiness; the stools, which do not 
contain any bile, are loose and clay-coloured, and also very 
musty ; the skin turns from its natural colour to a 
bronze-yellow, until at last the great hepatic organ is in 
a complete state of jaundice. 

In the male sexual organs Myrica cerifera produces 
emissions of semen, accompanied with amorous dreams. 

In the female sexual organs, a leucorrhea of an excori¬ 
ating nature, thick, yellow, and fetid. 

Myrica cerifera has also a decided action on the urinary 
organs. It develops the following symptoms : Stabbing 
and sharp pain in the region of the left kidney; a lack 
of the contractive expelling power of the bladder, with 
great difficulty in passing unne; urine profuse and limpid; 
urine scanty and high-coloured, and impregnated with the 
colouring matter of the bile; a darker appearance of the 
urine than natural, the urine growing gradually darker 
and darker, until it attains a very deep yellowish brown 
colour; very high-coloured urine with a yellow froth; 
sediment in the urine of a pinkish-brown colour. 

The symptoms affecting the skin are : A yellowish 
colour of the skin of the whole body; stinging and itching 
feeling of the skin of the right leg, shoulder, neck, fore¬ 
arm, and face; itching of a persistent character, not 
ameliorated by scratching, in various parts of the body, 
worse in the arms at the insertion of the deltoid muscles; 
sensation as if there were insects crawling all over the 
face, preceded by itching. 

The principal symptoms affecting the extremities are 
aching and dull pains in all the extremities ; pain in the 
little finger of the left hand ; very severe pains in the 
shoulder and arm, extending from thence down to the 
little finger; pain in the middle finger of the left hand ; 
pain of a lancinating character in the left axilla; heavy 
and lame feeling in the right arm and wrist; tearing 
pains between the elbow and shoulder in the left arm ; 
soreness of the muscles of the thighs ; severe contracting 
pain, sometimes of a burning nature, half-way between 
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the ankle and the knee, part sore to the touch, and pain 
aggravated by motion ; burning of the soles of both feet; 
piercing and sharp pain under the joint of the left knee; 
pain in the hollow of the right foot; pain and bruised 
feeling in the heel of the left foot; aching pain, accom¬ 
panied with trembling, in the calves of both legs, worse 
m the left; shooting and sharp pain in the left thigh, 
preceded by a somewhat similar pain in the right thigh ; 
pain and soreness in the left tendo-Achillis, aggravated 
on motion and by pressure ; pain from both knees down¬ 
ward, accompanied with coldness of the lower extremities. 

The symptoms developed during the proving of the 
drug in the neck and back were : Pain in the back of the 
neck; pain under scapula (left) ; peculiar feeling, as of 
warmth along the spine, most intensely felt between the 
two shoulder-blades ; dragging and dull pain in the small 
of the back ; aching and dull pain in the lumbar region 
during the day; pain of a dull character underneath both 
shoulder-blades. The drug also produces a quivering 
sensation in the calf of the right leg, accompanied with 
severe chill. The peculiar feeling of warmth along the 
spine, most intense under the shoulder-blades, is followed 
by a chilly feeling, which, in its turn, is followed by a 
slight perspiration ; feverishness and acceleration of the 
pulse ; chilliness, alternating with an excited and feverish 
feeling early in the night accompanied with pain in the 
lumbar region. On going out of doors great chilliness 
accompanied with pain in the lumbar region. 

Feverish feeling, with pulse down to 60; pulse down 
to 50, very irregular and feeble. 

Amongst the generalities noticed during the proving 
may be mentioned the following, as they were the most 
prominent and the most persistent: A feeling of general 
debility, languor, and depression of spirits; sickly and 
weak feeling, the slightest exertion being a trouble; a 
feeling of unfitness for any kind of employment with 
general malaise; great confusion of the mind; the gait 
weak and staggering; all over the body great muscular 
soreness and lameness, worse in the lower extremities; 
pains of a shifting nature all over the body; the warmth 
of the bed greatly aggravates all the symptoms, thus in a 
great measure preventing sleep and producing insomnia. 
The pains affecting the head are aggravated by motion 
and on stooping. The gastric symptoms, on the other 
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hand, are ameliorated by motion, and also when in the 
open air. The left side of the body is undoubtedly mostly 
affected by the action of the drug. 

(To be continued.) 


BRITISH HOMEOPATHIC CONGRESS AT 
CLIFTON. 

After a lapse of twenty-one years, the annual Congress 
of Homeopathic Practitioners was held the second time 
at Bristol, on Thursday, September 16th, at the Imperial 
Hotel, White Ladies Road, when several technical papers 
were read. Dr. Proctor, of Birkenhead, was the president, 
and took the chair, and the attendance included several 
local practitioners. 

Hospital Federation. 

Prior to the general conference there was a conference held on the 
subject of “ Hospital Federation,” and the following resolutions were 
carried unanimously:— 

(1) That federation of the various homeopathic hospitals in Eng¬ 
land is desirable, and that proper steps be forthwith taken to ensure 
a suitable working basis for this object. 

(2) That an interim committee be appointed to formulate a prac¬ 
tical federation scheme, such committee to be constituted of one or 
more representatives from each homeopathic hospital in England. 

(3) That the committee report progress at as early a date as 
advisable to a meeting of the honorary medical staff of the English 
homeopathic hospitals. 

(4) That the chairman and conveners of this meeting be empowered 
to make the necessary arrangements for carrying the preceding reso¬ 
lutions into effect. 

The President’s Address. 

The President said they met after an interval of twenty- 
one years in that ancient and yet very modem city of 
light and leading, identified as it was with much of the 
historic past yet responsible to every impulse of the moral 
and intellectual life of to-day, and they met in a year that 
would long be memorable in the annals of the country. 
The Diamond Jubilee of the Queen’s reign fell at the close 
of the century, and it so happened that homeopathy 
attained its centenary last year, so that to them in par¬ 
ticular the Victorian era was pre-eminently interesting as 


Digitized by LjOOQle 




Hom ocT t i bi i8OT orl<L ] BRITISH homeopathic congress. 465 


being the era of homeopathy. And what a century it 
had been for them! Surely never since the time of 
Galileo had a scientific doctrine been assailed for an entire 
century by such determined foes as had been their fate; and 
at the end of this prolonged antagonism they found they 
were stronger in themselves and stronger in the confidence 
of the public than at any previous period. (Applause.) 
It was just possible that had they met at the outset with 
a friendly reception they might have been absorbed by 
the general profession, and lost their entity as completely 
as a lump of sugar which w r as dissolved in a cup of tea, 
thereby losing the possibility of growth and development 
which they now possessed. Opposition found them de¬ 
tached units, and had welded them together, and hence¬ 
forward homeopathy had the promise of a distinct 
existence, whatever might be the future policy of the 
profession with regard to them. They stood to-day as a 
grand anomaly in the fact that by the profession at large 
they were neither accepted nor refuted. Homeopathy 
kept growing until their lines had gone out to the end of 
the earth, and there was hardly a human being in the 
civilised world but had heard something of their system. 
The fact was a wrong diagnosis of their case was made at 
the very beginning, and it was followed by a wrong 
prognosis. Without proper investigation homeopathy 
was condemned as false, and its life therefore was to be 
the short life of all scientific errors. (Laughter.) 
They knew as medical men what their feelings would 
be if a patient, whom they and their colleagues had 
pronounced to be moribund, persisted in living on year 
after year against all rule and precedent. (Laughter.) 
Something of this feeling must, he thought, have been 
that which led Sir Wm. Broadbent lately to make the 
remark that homeopathy was like a belated ghost haunt¬ 
ing the dawn of scientific medicine. (Laughter.) After 
the death of homeopathy had been so often predicted, Sir 
William persuaded himself that he had at last seen its 
ghost, a natural illusion under the circumstances. 
(Laughter.) But it was only an error of perception. 
What he took to be a ghost was really the shadow of 
a living body, and that shadow did occasionally pass 
over the disc of “ scientific ” medicine. Not that he 
would deny there were ghosts about—the intellectual 
world was infested with them. But in this case they 
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were rather to be found in the rusty lancets and 
cauteries of the surgeon, in the gallipots of the old poly¬ 
pharmacy and in the echoes of obsolete medical theories 
m the popular mind. These were where the ghosts 
of the dead past were to be found. (Applause.) Their 
gathering that day was virtually an indictment of the 

E rofession for its neglect of a principle of treatment that 
elonged to legitimate medicine, that had always been 
regarded as a part of its honoured traditions, and that had 
at all times found expression in a thousand instances of 
actual experience from the time of Hippocrates down¬ 
wards. Why were they an anomaly in being neither 
accepted nor refuted? He believed it was owing to nothing 
else than ignorance—ignorance of their doctrines and 
practice, ignorance of their writings and of medical 
history in general, and their allopathic friends must step 
outside their own journals, which kept them quite in the 
dark, if they were to learn anything about homeopathy. 
(Applause.) The president reviewed the position in which 
they stood in relation to allopathy, and referred to the fact 
that the treatment of disease on homeopathic lines had been 
handed down by a number of writers long before Hahne¬ 
mann. A parallel might be drawn between his labours 
and those of Charles Darwin. The idea of evolution was 
as old as that of homeopathy, but both were vague and 
tentative, hardly worth calling more than a speculation, 
until these two men came, and then by their labours the 
two allied biological sciences w^ere left at their death in a 
very different state from that in w T hich they were found. 
The masterly little biography of Darwin by Grant Allen 
put the matter in a nutshell. In perusing it they who 
knew something of the history of the homeopathic idea 
would be struck by the really marvellous similarity be¬ 
tween the personality, the labours, the learning, and the 
achievements of the two men, and they might say, 
besides the similarity, there was the absolute identity of 
purpose accomplished by each in his own sphere. They 
both belonged to the century, both lived a life of happy 
domestic relationships, and both attained to length of 
years. They were both, perhaps, the most learned and 
accomplished in their special sciences; they both stood 
high, very high, in the estimation of their colleagues ; 
both were indefatigable observers and voluminous writers ; 
both made use of their immense reading and observation 
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for the establishment of a biological law—Darwin by hiiT 
proofs of the law of natural selection, an3dft?Wen^ni|/j|^^j 
by his systematic proving of medicines on the nealthy 
and the use of the small dose. Both met with the most 
violent opposition, both succeeded in founding a school, 
and both threw into the scientific arena a doctrine of 
such immense importance and suggestiveness as to have 
given rise to an entire literature on their respective sub¬ 
jects. He would point out a curious similarity also on 
their negative side. Professor Huxley drew attention to 
the fact that what Darwinism stood in need of was a 
theory of the action of the small dose. There were 
probably many other points of similarity that would 
appear on a closer study, but those mentioned were 
sufficiently interesting to deserve a little attention, and 
with their permission he offered a few comments on some 
of them. Speaking on the general subject of vital pro¬ 
cesses, the president said for his own part he was inclined 
to think it doubtful whether any parallel to vital processes 
would be found in the world of physics. Life was so 
unique a thing, with its powers of growth and repro¬ 
duction, its reaction to stimuli, its capability of exhaus¬ 
tion and recuperation, and its association with feeling and 
thought, that, to use an Irishism, “ none but itself can be 
its parallel.” Consequently, analogies with mechanics, 
with light and sound, &c., would be but imperfect, not 
running on all fours, and if an explanation of the homeo¬ 
pathic cure comes about, it would, he thought, be strictly 
on vitalistic lines. There would probably be many ex¬ 
planations yet of the homeopathic action of medicines, 
and there was one that occurred to him that he would 
like to mention, for it certainly seemed to fit a considerable 
number of that class of diseases which were termed 
heterogeneous, i.e ., produced by hurtful influences exer¬ 
cised upon them from without. That derangement of the 
vital activity that they called disease was in such cases but 
a want of adaptation to new elements in their environment, 
and cure came about in two ways—either by removal of 
the cause or adaptation of the system to it. It was quite 
conceivable that the small dose acted as an intermediary 
—as a stepping-stone—to enable the vitality to pass from 
one condition of things to another by an easy transition : 
by several little steps instead of one large one. In con¬ 
clusion, let him remind them of the points he had en- 
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deavoured to bring to their memory. In the first place, 
that homeopathy as a principle was as old as allopathy, 
and equally belonged to the science and art of medicine; 
secondly, that Hahnemann did for homeopathy what Darwin 
did for organic evolution—he established it on an un¬ 
shaken basis, he introduced law and order into it, and by 
his own enormous industry and self-denial rendered it 
workable and practically available for the treatment of a 
wide range of disease ; and thirdly, that homeopathy, 
besides being largely represented by avowed believers in 
it, had accomplished a great revolution in general medi¬ 
cine, both in its theory and practice, and its mission was 
not yet completed. It had its own further development 
to work out, and it had further victories to achieve in the 
profession at large, which, although nominally opposed to 
them, was really half won over, and was only seeking 
some reasonable theory of the action of the small dose to 
enable it to give them its full assent. Their own efforts 
would be employed to define more accurately the province 
of homeopathy in the domain of medicine, and then it 
would resume the position as an integral part of the 
healing art from which it ought never to have been 
dislodged. And now in full view of their arguments and 
their achievements both within and outside their school, 
and with the knowledge that a whole century of criticism 
had not been able to shake their confidence in the doctrines 
they professed, were they to look forward to another hun¬ 
dred years of professional opposition ? The idea was 
hardly thinkable ! He W’ould fain indulge the hope that 
before the century closed the two great currents of 
thought w’ould not be forced to flow in separate channels, 
but would have a fair and free opportunity of mutual 
interaction without prejudice and without disadvantage. 
When that event did occur, as sooner or later it must, 
they had no fear for the issue. They were confident of 
their position and were prepared to abide by the decision 
that time and experience would pronounce, and they had 
no doubt that when the strife of controversy was over and 
their principles and practice had been fully tested, amongst 
the honoured names of those who have advanced the art 
of medicine it would be admitted on all sides that there 
had been none more worthy of honour than that of 
Samuel Hahnemann. (Loud Applause.) 
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Dr. Blackley, sen., of Southport, proposed a vote of thanks 
to the President for his humorous and eloquent paper. 

Dr. Hughes, of Brighton, seconded the motion, which was 
agreed to with acclamation. 

Subsequently Dr. James Johnston, of Richmond, read a 
paper on “ Serum therapy and its relation to Homeopathy,” 
and after it had been discussed the Congress adjourned for 
luncheon, being the guests of the members of the Western 
Counties Therapeutical Society, who also entertained the 
Congress at afternoon tea at the hotel. 

The Afternoon Congress. 

At the afternoon sitting of the Conference the place of meet¬ 
ing for 1898 was fixed, officers were elected, and other detail 
business was transacted. Three places were suggested for next 
year’s assembly, these being Leicester, Chester, and London, 
it being eventually decided to hold the next Congress in London, 
where the last Congress was held about three years ago. It was 
also decided to hold the Congress on the last Friday in June. 

The election of president was, as hitherto, decided by ballot, 
without any proposition being made, and the vote resulted in 
favour of I)r. Eubulus Williams, of Clifton, the result of the 
ballot being received with loud applause. 

Dr. Proctor congratulated Dr. Eubulus Williams on his 
election, remarking that the distinction was well deserved by 
his lengthened service to homeopathy and his able service to 
homeopathic practitioners now and in former years. 

Dr. Eubulus Williams, who met with a most hearty reception 
on returning thanks for his election, said he was very much 
obliged to the Congress for the honour which they had con¬ 
ferred upon him; it was an honour he had not coveted, and 
he was afraid he was not able to fulfil their expectations, but 
he would have a few months wherein to think about his duties 
before any of the responsibilities would devolve upon him. 

Dr. Burwood, of Ealing, was elected vice-president, Dr. 
Dyce Brown being re-appointed hon. secretary, and Dr. 
Madden, of Bromley, was invited to continue in office as 
treasurer. A sub-committee was also appointed to make the 
arrangements for next year’s Congress. 

On the conclusion of the formal business Dr. Roberson Day, 
of London, read a paper on “ Tuberculosis of the Abdomen in 
Children,” and Dr. McLachlan, of Oxford, contributed a subse¬ 
quent paper on “ The use of High Potencies in the Healing of the 
Sick.” The first part of this paper will be found in another part 
of our present issue. Discussion followed both these papers, and 
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on the adjournment of the Congress there was an enjoyable 
drive round the Downs. 

The Congress Dinner. 

In the evening the members of the Congress, with lady and 
gentlemen friends, assembled in the large hall for dinner, under 
the genial presidency of Dr. Proctor, who was supported by a 
large company, including Dr. Bubulus Williams, the president¬ 
elect, besides several ladies. 

The President proposed “ The Queen and Boyal Family,” 
which was loyally received, a verse of the National Anthem 
being sung. 

The President also submitted “ The Memory of Hahnemann,” 
remarking on the medicines that they were indebted to Hahne¬ 
mann for, and which would float down the stream of time to 
posterity; but, he said, it would take two or three hundred years 
before the world would fully appreciate the magnitude of his 
work and the greatness of his name amongst other great 
names of medical history. 

The toast was received in solemn silence. 

Dr. Eubulus Williams subsequently submitted “ Homeo¬ 
pathic Hospitals, Dispensaries, and Literature.” He said he 
was sorry to say that they were not largely blessed with either 
of the first-named, but as regarded literature, their friends from 
Liverpool boasted of a large quantity, and to spare. 

Dr. Percy Wilde, of Bath, responded to the toast, and 
remarked that that day was an interesting one, because they 
had formed an association which would unite together all the 
homeopathic hospitals in the provinces, and make them feel 
that they were a part of the general field of homeopathy. He 
trusted that now they would do better, and that it would be 
an encouragement to them to do good work. He had been 
wonderfully surprised at the enormous amount of good litera¬ 
ture which the homeopathic body turned out, and, considering 
their numbers, it reflected very creditably on their enthusiasm ; 
the example set by the London Homeopathic Hospital was one 
that they all ought to profit by, and, speaking on behalf of the 
provincial hospitals, he thought he might pay them that com¬ 
pliment. 

Dr. Hayward, of Liverpool, proposed “Prosperity to Bristol.” 
They all wished prosperity to Bristol, he said, and, continuing, 
remarked that they had all come there from north, south, east, 
and west to partake of the good things provided for them in 
Bristol—intellectual feasts and feasts of good things, also the 
earlier feasts of that day. They might possibly some of them 
be able to reflect on the time when they were in Bristol before 
under the presidency of the venerable lamented Dr. Hale, when 
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they had intellectual feasts and other good feasts then provided 
by their president-elect, Dr. Eubulus Williams, so that, taking 
it altogether, they were very much indebted to Bristol. As a 
Liverpudlian they looked to the Bristol seaport and remembered 
that they were only children in Liverpool when Bristol was a 
flourishing seaport, and probably it would be flourishing again, 
because he understood that some Liverpool shippers were turn¬ 
ing their attention to Bristol, and were going to send some of 
their steamers there again. They looked forward to the 
Montreal trade being carried into Bristol, and so they might 
look forward to prosperity for Bristol in that way. 

The President emphasised the toast with a humorous anec¬ 
dote and allusions to the Avon at low water and the beautiful 
expanse of its mud, which caused much laughter. 

The Rev. J. G. Alford responded to the toast, remarking that 
it was somewhat sarcastic for the toast to be proposed and 
seconded, or he might say supported, by Liverpudlians. The 
toast though, he thought, should be continued and increased 
prosperity to Bristol, and he then went on to remind them of 
the time when Bristol was the port of second importance in 
the country, pointing out that the trade of other ports had 
increased whilst perhaps Bristol had stood still; yet they were 
not jealous, as they delighted in national prosperity. They all 
recognised the prosperity of Liverpool, with the Mersey and 
its beautiful tunnel underneath. The speaker said he felt more 
at home in speaking of the See of Bristol, and made compari¬ 
sons between Liverpool and Bristol in that respect, also refer¬ 
ring to the appointment of the Right Rev. George Forrest Browne 
as the Bishop of Bristol, which would now have a bishop of its 
own, and be linked with Gloucester no longer. 

Other complimentary toasts were also honoured. 


Ocular Hemorrhages in Young Subjects and in Adults.— 
Abadie (Soc. d'Ophtal. de Paris , April 6, 1897) lays stress on two 
symptoms which he thinks are of importance as bearing on the 
causation of intraocular hemorrhages in young subjects. (1) The 
epistaxis which often precedes or accompanies them. (2) A notice¬ 
able diminution in the number of the red corpuscles in the blood. 
These seem to indicate that the hemorrhagic process depends on an 
alteration in the blood. The results of treatment directed to improv¬ 
ing its quality have been found by Abadie to be most satisfactory. 
He strongly recommends a glass of sulphuric lemonade, extract of 
cinchona 1 gramme, and perchloride of iron 10 to 20 drops, to be 
taken daily. To favour absorption of the effusion he applies the 
artificial leech to the temple. Hemorrhages associated with choroido- 
retinitis are not to be confused with the above, and require a mercurial 
treatment.— Brit . Med. Jour . 
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INSTITUTION. 


GEELONG HOMEOPATHIC DISPENSARY. 

We have pleasure in quoting the following from the 
thirty-fourth annual report of the above-named institu¬ 
tion :— 

With the month just closed (June, 1897) the Geelong Homeo¬ 
pathic Dispensary has completed another year of work, and in 
this, the thirty-fourth annual report, the Committee have to 
place before the supporters and public generally the usual 
record of usefulness amongst those for whom the institution 
was founded—the “ sick poor ” of Geelong and surrounding 
localities. All classes of illness which might be the visitation 
of any, are open for treatment at the dispensary, and a con¬ 
siderable proportion of such ills have been treated during the 
year with highly gratifying results. As this season has been 
one of very general rejoicing, so the Committee have occasion 
for thankfulness that in Diamond Jubilee year they have been 
placed in the position of enlarging the usefulness of the insti¬ 
tution through the receipt of bequests—one for £10 from the 
estate of the late Mrs. Belcher, a former patient of the dis¬ 
pensary, per Messrs. W. P. Carr and W. W. Bradley, executors; 
one of £50 from the estate of the late Joseph Tolson, and 
another of £60 from the estate of the late Mrs. Crow, both of 
these per Messrs. Taylor, Buckland, and Gates, executors, and 
in respect of which Messrs. W. P. Carr, C. E. Gates, and J. H. 
Grey have been made Life Governors. 

As there are many cases of infants and others—infants more 
particularly—requiring nourishing foods, which the patients 
could not afford to pay for, the Committee have, by these 
bequests, become enabled to place apart a sum from which the 
medical officer can order such foods or other requisites as in 
his opinion are essential. For these bequests the Committee 
tender their most grateful thanks, as well as to all others who 
have contributed to the successful carrying on of the dispensary, 
an institution which, if more generally supported by the public, 
could be made the means of affording relief, at a very small 
cost per patient, to a very much larger number of the “ sick 
poor" of Geelong and districts. 

By the classified summary of the medical officer on another 
page, it will be seen that of 180 cases treated, 113 were cured, 
25 relieved, 22 failed to report themselves, 4 died, and 16 
remain under treatment. The attendances were 857; home 
visits, 132. The honorary treasurer’s balance sheet shows 
a cash balance of £10 8s. 6d. at the beginning of the year. 
Receipts from subscriptions, £22 11s. 6d.; Hospital Sunday 
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collections, £18 18s. lOd. ; bequests, £120; Government 
grant, £50; interest on stock, £4; interest Savings Bank, 
£1 14s.; Geelong Corporation, £2 10s. ; expenditure—adver¬ 
tising and printing, £5 2s.; dispenser, £70; Dr. Robinson, for 
home visits, £50; collector’s commission, £1 11s. 6d.; en¬ 
dowment account, £100; balance in bank, £2 19s. 4d. 

In concluding their report, the Committee would again thank 
all who have helped forward the dispensary, and hope for 
increasing support from the general public. 

Geo. M. Hitchcock, 

Chairman pro tern. 


REVIEW. 


HANDBOOK OF HOMEOPATHIC PRACTICE.* 

The object of this book, the preface tells us, “is to satisfy two 
kinds of readers ; not only professional ones who are already 
familiar with homeopathy, but also educated persons in general 
who wish to be instructed in medicine and homeopathic thera¬ 
peutics.” This is a rather large field to bring within the scope 
of a medium-sized volume, and we fear the author has set him¬ 
self too large a task, and produced a book really suited to only 
a small class of readers, such as missionaries who have had a 
certain amount of medical training. To such the book would 
prove very useful. For the ordinary lay reader the book is 
too advanced in many respects, and for the qualified practitioner 
hardly advanced enough ; though, written as it evidently is by 
a very competent physician, the majority of practitioners would 
find many useful hints and suggestions. We grieve to have 
to say that the homeopathy of the book is, if anything, its 
weakest point, the author having devoted too much space to 
the pathology, symptomatology, and diagnosis of disease, and 
too little to the homeopathic treatment, so that this is merely 
suggestive, there being in most cases no attempt at giving the 
indications for various remedies named for particular diseases. 
This fault, however, is to some extent atoned for by the last 
section, Part xii., which is headed “ Concise Materia Medica.” 
It deals with a large number of remedies, all those mentioned in 

• Handbook of Homeopathic Practice , instructions for the Clinical ex¬ 
amination of the Sick and their treatment according to Homeopathic 
Principles , with complete Dietary and special reference to Tropical Diseases. 
By C. G. Puhlmann, M.D., translated by J. Foster, M.D. Pp. 609, with 
136 illustrations and two coloured plates. Leipzig, Dr. Willmar Schwabe. 
Price, half-leather, 12s. 
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the book, but being condensed into forty-six pages it is necessarily 
so concise that symptomatology is conspicuous by its absence, 
and it consists, in the case of most of the drugs mentioned, in 
a list of diseases for which the drug has been recommended. 
The translation is for the most part very good, but there are a 
few sentences the meaning of which, if they have any, is very 
obscure. 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS, NOTES 
AND QUERIES. 


%• In this department we shall be happy to reply to any inquiries 
relating to homeopathy or to the matter of our magazine that our corre¬ 
spondents may like to address to us. We cannot, of course, undertake to 
give medical advice in particular cases, which is the business of a medical 
attendant; but if our medical readers like to put queries to each other 
regarding points of practice or puzzling cases, we shall be happy to insert 
queries and replies. 

C. H.—(1) The practice of alternating remedies is very common, and 
though we do not recommend it generally, it is sometimes followed with 
good results. Some medicines do undoubtedly antidote one another, but 
Nux and Belladonna are not antidotes. We have seen Bryonia completely 
spoil the good effects produced in a case by Calcarea. The best plan is to 
give the medicine which corresponds best in your judgment, and after 
waiting a reasonable time for its effects, should they not appear, then give 
the next. 

(2) Not being prophetic we are unable to say whether any one will write 
a pamphlet on the subject you name. 


APPOINTMENTS, REMOVALS, VACANCIES, 

ETC. 


*„• We shall be happy to insert notices of appointments if gentlemen 
will be good enough to forward them to us, and also of posts vacant and 
likely to be vacant, on receiving information from secretaries or com¬ 
mittees. Under this heading also, we shall mention good openings for 
homeopathic practitioners and chemists. 

REMOVALS. 

Dr. Munster, Croydon. —Dr. Purdom writes to us from 25, Park 
Hill Hoad , Croydon , that Dr. Munster, late of Belfast, has removed 
to Croydon and joined him in practice. 

Dr. Lawrence, Philadelphia. —Dr. F. Mortimer Lawrence has 
removed to 1601, Girard Avenue, Philadelphia. 

VACANCY. 

Oswestry.— A correspondent writes to press the claims of Oswestry on 
the attention of homeopaths wanting a location. 
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GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


LETTER FROM HAHNEMANN.—THE B. H. S.’S 
NEW MOVE. 

To the Editor of The Homeopathic World. 

[The following type-written epistle was lately “ precipitated ” into 
onr office on the confines of midnight. We feel that a careful 
examination of the internal evidence will be sufficient to convince 
the most sceptical of its authenticity. If there should be any “ honest 
doubter ” still remaining, the printers, to whom the original has been 
confided, will be happy to show it to him. We could have wished the 
Great Departed had been a little less personal in some of his remarks, 
but that never was his way. In any case, it is cheering to note the 
lively interest he still maintains in sublunary things homeopathic. 
Of course it will be understood that we do not make ourselves 
responsible for the opinions of our correspondents.—E d. H. W.] 

Dear Mr. Editor, —Through the kind offices of a talented 
and trusty medium a curious document was recently brought 
to me bearing the imprimatur of the “ Section of Materia 
Medica and Therapeutics of the British Homeopathic Society.” 
[I do not altogether like the way in which you spell the word 
“homeopathic,” Mr. Editor, but I will let that pass; I care 
more that my followers should understand the thing aright, 
than that they should spell the word classically.] Excuse my 
parenthetic habit—you see, I cannot yet quite get out of it. 
But to return to the document. It is a call on the members of 
the British Homeopathic Society to carry out a proving 
“in a manner consistent with the importance and position 
of the Society, as an effort to set the homeopathic treat¬ 
ment of diabetes on a firmer basis of scientific accuracy.” 
I have long been looking forward to the time when this 
venerable society should begin to follow up my labours and 
do something to advance the world’s knowledge of the action 
of drugs, and at the first glance I rejoiced to think that at last 
something was about to be done. But that sentence I have 
just quoted sadly damped my hopes. Looking to the foot of 
the circular I found it signed by our good Richard Hughes— 
the most candid of all my candid friends. Dear good man! he 
has spent so much time m criticising my methods and showing 
to all and sundry what is not homeopathy, that he seems never 
to have found leisure enough to discover what—as I understand 
and enunciated it—homeopathy really is. Else how could he 
have put his name to this circular ? He speaks of “ the drugs 
used in the treatment of diabetes.” Does he really believe that 
diabetes is a thing to be treated. Why, there are plenty of his 
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friends the allopaths who could tell him that there are no such 
things as diseases but only diseased people. And as for the 
drags used in the treatment of diabetics, if all the drags that 
diabetics may find useful and curative are to be included, Dr. 
Hughes has a large task on his hands—practically the proving 
of all the drags in the materia medica ! 

But what in the name ■ of all that is therapeutic does my 
candid friend understand by a proving ? Just listen to him, Mr. 
Editor, if you can find the patience. Here are his instructions 
to the provers: 

‘ 4 It is proposed that the provings shall begin with small daily doses, 
gradually increasing. In this way it is confidently hoped that effects, 
sufficient to interfere with the dally work of provers, may be avoided. 
It is advisable that a prover shoula be ignorant of the name of a drug 
which he is taking; but the committee will, naturally, not refuse the 
help of those members who do not feel able to accept such a condition. 

“ Before beginning the provings it will be necessary that each prover 
shall carefully note for a week the morning and evening pulse, with 
the temperature at fixed hours, the approximate quantity of fluid 
imbibed, and the total quantity of urine passed in each twenty-four 
hours, together with its specific gravity and its re-action to litmus paper. 
For the purpose of measuring the quantity of urine, it should, so far 
as possible, be passed into a graduated vessel, and an effort should be 
made to empty the bladder before stool. A ‘Winchester quart’ 
having a paper gummed firmly to the outside and graduated by lines 
to quantities of twenty-five cubic centimetres, and a cheap funnel to fit 
the neck of the bottle will be found convenient. It will be well also on 
two or three occasions, where possible, to estimate the quantity of 
urea by means of some reliable ureometer. In every case the presence 
or absence of albumen and sugar should be determined at the beginning 
and the end of the week : for the former the cold nitric acid test, for 
the latter boiling a sample of the urine with freshly prepared Fehling’s 
solution is to be preferred. For the provings themselves a dose of the 
selected drug, provided by the committee, is to be taken each morning 
on an empty stomach; the same particulars as in the preliminary 
week are to be carefully noted, together with all such unusual objective 
and subjective symptoms as may present themselves to the prover. 
All notes should be made in full and at once. Should the presence of 
albumen or sugar be discovered during a proving, the amount should 
be estimated quantitatively. Dr. Charles Hayward’s modification of 
Esbach’s albuminometer is suggested for the estimation of albumen, 
Carwardine's saccharometer for the estimation of sugar.” 

Dear ! dear! dear ! When I think how we built up in the 
old days those pictures of Aconite, Arsenicum , Belladonna , 
Bryonia , Nux Vomica , Pulsatilla , Sulphur , and the rest, 
without knowing anything of Winchester quarts with paper 
gummed outside and a cheap funnel in the neck, saccharo- 
meters, ureometers, and such like, I understand how some 
persons must despise our work as unscientific. Nevertheless 
it stands the test of practice ! 
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Now I should be sorry to damp the budding enthusiasm 
of the would-be provers of the B. H. S., but I must ask you 
to let me give them this word of warning: on the plan 
proposed to them by Dr. Hughes they will have, as a result 
of all their labour, a large collection of very scientific and 
very useless charts and figures, and many, many Winchester 
quarts of more or less useful liquid manure. As for any 
genuinely vital symptoms, should they by any possibility 
turn up, depend upon it my good candid friend will find some 
sufficient pretext for ruling them out. I have long been 
hoping for better things from Dr. Richard Hughes, but I see it 
is too late now to expect anything different; he does his best. 

We take no note of time here, of course, but if we did, I 
should say that after a century of homeopathic experience 
things ought to be a little more advanced—even in the British 
Homeopathic Society. 

Yours, 

Elysium. Sam. Hahnemann. 

{Dictated.) 


STIGMATA MAIDIS. 

To the Editor of The Homeopathic World. 

Sir, —We note in the current number of The Homeopathic 
World a reprint from the Minneapolis Homeopathic Magazine 
descriptive of the action of Stigmata Maidis in disorders of the 
bladder. Believing that further information on the subject 
will be interesting to you, we have pleasure in handing you, 
under separate cover, a small package of our Fluid Extract of 
this drug, together with working bulletin, which we commend 
to your kind consideration. It will afford us very much 
pleasure to supply to any physicians interested in this drug a 
sample and literature on the subject if you care to mention our 
willingness to do so in your valued journal. 

We remain, 

Very truly yours, 

Parke, Davis & Company. 

451, Oxford Street, W., Sept. 15th. 


Mignonette for Tapeworm. — Mignonette is much used in 
Russia in the treatment of this trouble, and is said to yield most 
satisfactory results. A strong decoction of the flowers is employed, 
and a dose administered fasting, to be followed by a large dose of 
castor oil .—Monthly Magazine . 
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Staphisagria in Night Sweats. —According to the Journal of 
Practical Medicine (No. 9, 1897), Staphisagria has been used most 
successfully in night sweats, two or three drops of the tincture in two 
ounces of water, a teaspoonful every two hours. This is certainly an 
infinitesimal dose for an allopathic physician to administer. 

The cause of the sweat or its character was not mentioned. In 
Hering’s Guiding Symptoms under “ Fever ” we find the following 
indications: “ Sweat: profuse; cold on forehead and feet; smelling 
like rotten eggs; with desire to uncover at night; fetid.”— Horn. 
Recorder. 

Sage in Hyperidrosis. —Infusion of sage is again recommended 
(Med. Week.) for the treatment of hyperidrosis in tuberculous subjects 
as well as those suffering from leukemia, rheumatic polyarthritis, and 
typhoid fever ; in thirty-eight cases where it was tried there were only 
two failures. Steep forty-five grains of sage leaves in half a pint of 
water, and let the patient take a cupful in the morning, one during 
the course of the day, and still another before retiring at night, or the 
tincture of the leaves may be given in twenty-drop doses in the 
morning and from twenty to forty drops at night. Salvia officinalis 
has a proper place in the front rank of anti-sudorific remedies.— 
N. Y. M. T. 

Vinegar in Vomiting after Anesthesia. —Vinegar, in order to 
stop the vomiting after anesthesia with chloroform, has been used by 
Dr. Lewin (Bull. Med.; M*>d. and Surg. Rep.) in 174 cases. In 
alm ost every case he obtained a good result. A piece of linen is 
soaked in vinegar, wrung out and placed under the apparatus directly 
on the face; the apparatus should not be taken on immediately in 
order to prevent the air from passing through the linen too early. 
The linen should be kept on the face for at least three hours, in 
case the linen becomes dry another piece should be applied. It is 
necessary to avoid the passage of the air under the linen.— N. Y. M. T. 

Splenic Extract in Exophthalmic Goitre. — H. C. Wood 
(American Journal of the Medical Sciences , May, 1897, p. 511), in 
the course of a critical article on the ductless glands, advocates the 
treatment of exophthalmic goitre by splenic extract. He was led to 
try this form of treatment by observing that in a case of severe 
chronic exophthalmic goitre, an acute attack of splenitis, with subse¬ 
quent discharge of an abscess from the spleen, was followed by 
complete recovery. This result led him to try splenic extract in 
Graves’s disease. A case is given in which a very satisfactory result 
was thus obtained. The remedy, however, is disagreeable, for when 
given in doses sufficient to do any good to the disease, it is very apt 
to give rise to dyspepsia, pain, and vomiting, and, when given hypo¬ 
dermically, frequently produces great local irritation, and even sup¬ 
puration.— B. M. J. 

The Banana Cure. —Crichton Campbell, writing to the editor of 
the New York Sun , speaks as follows of the banana:— 

Bestow a boon on humanity and help to popularise the baked 
banana as an article of food for rich and poor, especially the poor. 
One cent will buy a good-sized banana, which, when baked in its skin 
in an oven for fifteen or twenty minutes, until it is quite soft and 
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bursts open, alone makes a full meal. I say, from personal experience, 
that three bananas, weighing one pound, are, when baked, equal in 
nourishment to 26 pounds of bread. 

Bananas should never be eaten raw. They are full of animal germs 
and very indigestible. 

Baked bananas are also the ideal food for nervous persons and 
anemics, also for brain workers. I learned their great power to 
sustain mental effort in India. I am as hard a brain worker as any 
person in New York, and I have subsisted for years entirely on baked 
bananas. When I see lean, poor-blooded persons I advise them to 
eat baked bananas, and after adopting the diet they unfailingly build 
up and gain flesh. 

This subject, which might not inappropriately be called the “ Banana 
Cure,” because many diseases can be cured by eating baked bananas, 
merits the closest investigation. The introduction of the potato was 
a great boon to the people, but I predict that the spreading of the 
above facts over this country will prove of still greater benefit.— 
N. Y. M. T. _ 

LONDON HOMEOPATHIC HOSPITAL, GREAT ORMOND STREET 
BLOOMSBURY. 

Hours of Attendance :— Medical (In-patients, 9.80; Out-patients, 
2.0), Daily; Surgical, Mondays, Tuesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays, 
2.0; Diseases of Women, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 2.0; 
Diseases of Skin, Thursdays, 2.0; Diseases of the Eye, Mondays and 
Thursdays, 2.0; Diseases of the Throat and Ear, Wednesdays, 2.0; 
Diseases of Children, Mondays and Thursdays, 9.0 a.m.; Operations, 
Tuesdays, 2.80; Dental Cases, Thursdays, 9.0 a.m. 


MEDICAL AND SURGICAL WORKS PUBLISHED 


DURING THE 

American Text-Book of Operative 
Dentistry (The) in Contributions 
by Eminent Authorities. Edited 
by Edward C. Kirk. Illustrated 
with 751 Engravings. Roy. 8vo, 
pp. 702. (Kimpton. Net 26s.) 

Cross (D. Kerr). Health in Africa: A 
Medical Handbook for European 
Travellers and Residents, embrac¬ 
ing a Study of Malarial Fever as it 
is Found in British Central Africa. 
With an Introduction by Sir Harvey 
Johnston. With numerous Illusts. 
Or. 8vo, pp. xii-222. (Nisbet. 3e. 6d.) 
Diet Chart and Alimentary Index. 
Suggested by M. J. Kenny, L.R.C.P. 
Ed. Long 12mo, sd. (Simpkin. 
Is. 6d.) 

Dowling (John E.). Handbook of 
Health and Hygiene. Cr. 8vo, pp. 
122. (Simpkin. 2s.) 

Fenwick (Siamuel) and (Soltau, W.). 
The Students’ Ouide to Medical 
Diagnosis. 8th ed. Cr. 8vo, pp. 500. 
(Churchill. 9s.) 

Gangadin (Dr.). Young Men’s Guide 
and Medical Companion. 9th ed. 
Cr. 8vo. (Roxburgne Press. 2s. 6d.) 


PAST MONTH. 

Hughes (R). a Repertory to the Cyclo¬ 
pedia of Drug Pathogenesy. Part 
I. Paper. Demy 8vo, pp.96. (Homeo¬ 
pathic Publishing Co. 4s.) 

James (J. Brindley). Rheumatism and 
its Treatment by the Use of the 
Percusso - Punctator. 2nd ed. Cr. 
8vo. (Rebman Publishing Co. 2s.) 

Johnson (Alfred E.). The Analyst’ 
Laboratory Companion: A Collec¬ 
tion of Tables and Data for the Use 
of Public and General Analysts, 
Agriculturaliate.Brewers and Works 
Chemists and Students. 2nd ed., 
Enlarged and Improved. Cr. 8vo, 
pp. 106. (Churchill. 5s.) 

Marshall (C. F.). Elementary Physi¬ 
ology for Nurses. Cr. 8vo, pp. 89. 
(Scientific Press. 2s.) 

Morten (Honnor). The Midwives’ 
Pocket Book. (Burdett Series.) 
Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, pp. 93. (Scien¬ 
tific Press, la.) 

Washburne (G. F.). Manual of Patho¬ 
logy. Cr. 8vo, pp. 122. (Homeopathic 
Publishing Co. 7s. 6d. net.) 
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TO CONTRIBUTORS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


All literary matter, Reports of 
Hospitals, Dispensaries, Societies, 
and Rooks for Review, should be 
sent to the Editor, Dr. Clarke, 
30, Clarges Street, W. 

All advertisements and business 
communications to be sent to the 
“ Manager ” of the Homeopathic 
Publishing Company, 12, Warwick 
Lane, Paternoster Row, London, 
E.C. ’ 

Literary matter and corres¬ 
pondence should be sent to us not 
later than the 12th of each month. 
Proofs will be sent to contri¬ 
butors, who are requested to cor¬ 
rect the same and return to the 
Editor as early as possible. 


CORRESPONDENTS. 
Communications received from 
Mr. Frederick Kopp, Greenwich, 
N.S.W.; Mr. J. R. Williamson, 
London; Dr. McLachlan, Ox¬ 
ford; Dr. Dudgeon, London; Dr. 
Proctor, Birkenhead; Mr. Erskine 
C. White, New South Wales; Dr. 
Purdom, Croydon; Dr. Mortimer 
Lawrence, Philadelphia. 


BOOKS AND JOURNALS 
RECEIVED. 

Zoophilist.—Animals’ Friend. 
—Chemist and Druggist.—Horn. 
Review.—Clinique.—Star Lore.— 
Denver J. of H.—Southern J. of 
H. — II Secolo Omeopatico. — 
Allg. Horn. Zeit.—El Propagado 
Horn.—Horn. Physician.—Rev. 
Horn. Beige. — Public Health 
Journal. — H. Maandblad. — 
Maanedsckrift f. H. — North 

American J. of H.—Med. Era._ 

Minn. Horn. Mag.—Pacific Coast 
J. of H.—Med. Argus.—Joum. 
Beige d’Hom.—Library of Health. 
—H. Monatsblatter.—N. Y. M. T. 


—Allg. Horn. Zeit.—Archiv f. 
Horn.—Med. Monat. f. H.—La 
Homeopatia. — Calcutta J. of 
Med. Vaccin. Inquirer.—Med. 
Counsellor.—Order Golden Age. 

Healthy Life.—Med. Argus. 
—Hahn. Monthly.—H. Envoy. 

Intemat. Med. Jour, of 
Australasia. Handbook to the 
Workmen’s Compensation Act. 
1897. By M. Roberts-Jones.— 
Repertory to the Cyclopedia of 
i Pathogenesy. Compiled 
by Richard Hughes, M.D. Part I. 
—Diseases of Females and Chil¬ 
dren. By W. Williamson, M.D. 
—Scientific Basis of Medicine. 
Dr. Heysinger. 
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THE CASE OF CASPAR HAUSER. 

Dr. Dudgeon has done well to bring again before the 
homeopathic public the case of the unfortunate and 
mysterious Caspar Hauser ; for the facts narrated in 
his most interesting article published last month have a 
very important bearing on the whole problem of homeo¬ 
pathic provings. 

There is a great desire at the present time on the part 
of many homeopaths to have the materia medica cut 
down into the dimensions of a portable text-book by 
a process of “ weeding out ” of doubtful symptoms. The 
unfortunate part of the business is that no system of 
weeding has been found that gives satisfaction to other 
persons besides the individual weeders themselves. The 
plan which has attracted the largest number of ad¬ 
mirers is that which excludes observations made with 
potencies higher than the 12th decimal, all symptoms 
observed in patients , whether cured or caused by the 
medicine given, and all differences in the susceptibility 
of individual provers. Hahnemann’s Chronic Diseases 
comes in for severe criticism at the hands of these 
materia medica improvers, the observations therein con¬ 
tained being largely taken from patients under treatment. 

The case of Caspar Hauser is a very formidable 
answer to these critics. Here is a youth whose organism 
is so sensitive that it responds in the most marked 
manner to olfactions of medicines in the 30th potency, 
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the effects confirming Hahnemann’s own observations, the 
medicines continuing to develop characteristic symptoms 
for days and weeks. Caspar Hauser was a patient , and 
yet the symptoms produced were true pathogenetic 
effects, and accordingly valuable. The fact of Hahne¬ 
mann having previously observed many of them in other 
patients and provers, whilst confirming their genuine¬ 
ness, does not make them more true. 

In point of fact, very few persons can be said to be 
in perfect health; and it does not necessarily follow that 
the most healthy person is the best prover of medicines. 
Many of the most valuable indications we possess for 
the use of some medicines were discovered by the inci¬ 
dental cure of certain symptoms whilst the medicines 
were being proved. Again in the case of Caspar 
Hauser, the administration of the indicated remedy 
was followed by the removal of the symptoms indicating 
it, and the development of new symptoms. Now, supposing 
some of the cured symptoms had never been observed 
before, their removal would stand as true effects of the drug, 
although observed in a patient. And yet these symptoms, 
although of great importance and value, if they had not 
happened to have been observed before, would be “ weeded 
out” by the critics as “tainted” and untrustworthy. 
To our thinking, they are just as valuable as if observed 
in a healthy person ; and the fresh symptoms noted for 
the first time in this patient by Dr. Preu are just as true 
drug effects as any of the others. In fact, it might almost 
be said that a certain instability of health is necessary in 
order to bring out the full picture of a drug’s effects. 
Hahnemann was much too good an observer of drug- 
action to fail to distinguish the bye-action of drugs when 
administered to patients from the natural symptoms of 
disease; and the case of Caspar Hauser ought to 
settle for good and all (though we do not expect that it 
will) the question of Hahnemann’s right to add such 
observations to his materia medica. 

Though general sensitiveness to drug-action approach- 
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ing the degree manifested by Hauser is very rare, yet it 
is not rare to find patients in certain conditions quite as 
sensitive to one or more medicines. The value of an 
observation depends for the most part on the judgment 
of the observer, and happily there has been no lack of 
observers of the highest order in the ranks of homeo¬ 
pathy. But those who approach the task in the mental 
attitude of destructive criticism are not likely to see 
much. 

To our mind, the case of Hauser demonstrates—(1) 
the value of provings with high potencies; (2) the 
value of drug-symptoms observed in the sick; and as 
a corollary we may add (3) the value of symptoms 
removed by a medicine ; for supposing the medicines 
administered had not, as we have said, been known 
before to produce the symptoms for which they were 
given, the very fact of their removal would prove that 
they were within the sphere of the drug’s action. 

Altogether, it may be said that the life of the unfortu¬ 
nate youth was anything but a wasted one, in spite of its 
melancholy course and tragic end. His identity is 
shrouded in mystery, and probably will always remain 
so. But he has lessons to teach the psychologist, the 
physiologist, the humanitarian, and the educationalist, as 
well as the physician. Unknown to himself, he has con¬ 
firmed the work of the greatest therapeutist who ever 
lived, and given an endorsement to the master’s Chronic 
Diseases , before which the new criticism is powerless, if 
not ridiculous. 


Borax 2x Trit. for Diarrhea in Infants. —Easily startled, apthae 
upon the tongue or inside of mouth. Child pale and hot; undigested 
and offensive stools. Dr. Bell makes a suggestion which we think 
should be remembered, that Belladonna is frequently given where 
Borax should have been .—Hahnemannian Monthly. 

Axcohol in Carcinoma. —Several cases of carcinoma treated 
twenty-three years ago with Alcohol injections have shown no reap¬ 
pearance. Several large mammary carcinomata which had been 
declared inoperable were extirpated by the same treatment.—Dr. 
Hasse-Nordhausen, in Medical Century. 
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NEWS AND NOTES. 


School of Homeopathy in Paris. 

Some members of the Socttti franqaise d'homiopathie 
have united to found a school of homeopathy. They will 
give every year a three months’ course of homeopathic 
instruction. Graduates in medicine and French and 
foreign students will be admitted. At the end of the 
course those who desire it will be subjected to an ex¬ 
amination on the subjects taught, and a certificate will be 
granted to those who pass. This certificate will have no 
legal value, but will be a testimonial to their knowledge 
of homeopathy. The first course will commence at the 
beginning of November next, and will last till the end of 
January, 1898. The lecturers will be: Dr. P. Jousset, 
on Homeopathy in general; Dr. L6on Simon, on Materia 
Medica; Dr. Marc Jousset, on Therapeutics ; Dr. Tessier, 
on Cutaneous Diseases; Dr. Love, on the Diseases of 
Children; Dr. Parenteau, on Diseases of the Eyes; 
M. Escalle, on Pharmacology. 


Poisonous Action of Exhalations from Absinth and 

Alcohol. 

M. Laborde says that the absorption of the vapour 
from absinth and even alcohol seems more apt to cause 
the toxic action of these substances than their ingestion 
by the stomach. “I myself,” he says, “am a living 
example of this. During my prolonged observations re¬ 
specting the action of these substances, owing to the 
absorption of the volatile elements by respiration, I have 
experienced effects which, though not absolutely fatal, have 
caused irremediable deterioration of my health. Though 
a total abstainer by profession, I have become the 
subject of chronic alcoholism from the repeated absorp¬ 
tion of toxic vapours, whose action on the organs they 
invade is so penetrating and persistent that one can 
never quite get rid of their effects.” So Joey Ladle was 
right when he alleged that what did harm was not that 
which one took in by the mouth, but that which entered 
by the pores. (<Journal de la SantL) 
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Dangers of Carbolic Acid. 

We read in Midecine Modeme : Gangrene from car¬ 
bolic acid. In spite of numerous reports of gangrene 
caused by compresses moistened with carbolic acid, the 
works on surgery continue to advise their use, though 
the first recorded case dates as far back as twenty-five 
years. Czerny observed this accident for a long period, 
at least once in six months. Lately he has recorded 
three new cases in the Munch. Med. Woch. The gangrene 
caused by carbolic acid has always the form of dry 
mummification and attacks exclusively the fingers and 
toes. The anesthesic action of the acid contributes to the 
production of gangrene, because the patients, feeling no 
pain, are able to continue the compresses for a long time. 
Czerny concludes his article in the following words : “As 
every aqueous solution of carbolic acid (even 1 to 100) can 
produce gangrene, it would be best to cease altogether the 
employment of this antiseptic and to substitute others, as 
for instance, solutions of boric acid, chlorine water, or 
salicylic acid.” 


The New General Medical Councillor. 

The Chemist and Druggist of October 16th has the 
following note on the result of the recent G.M.C. election. 
The editor of that journal is a very keen and capable 
observer of medical politics. 

u Mr. Victor Horsley, F.R.S., President of the Medical Defence 
Union, has been elected to the General Medical Council in succession 
to Dr. Rentoul, who resigned. This election is especially significant 
in view of the demand of the medical profession, which Mr. Horsley 
emphatically endorses, for a larger proportion of direct representatives 
on the Council. His election is the most conclusive argument 
against that claim which could have been provided. The Medical 
Council is authorised to exercise supreme judicial functions in certain 
important cases on behalf of the public. Mr. Horsley is now one of 
these magistrates, and he was chosen because he made the boldest 
bids, promised the most vigorous efforts, and was believed to be the 
most likely candidate to carry these into effect. The electors are in 
the position of parties to the suits which come before the Council, and 
they would like to have a predominant influence on the bench. Mr. 
Horsley would render all medical practice for gain by unregistered 
persons illegal, and would declare that a medical man who sells his 
services to a medical-aid society which touts for members is guilty of 
infamous conduct in a professional sense. This is what the medical 
profession want, and what they demand should be the prevalent spirit 
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on the judical bench of the Medical Council. And with that object 
manifest and declared they are going to ask Parliament to help them 
to carry out their programme. There is not the slightest danger to 
the public, to chemists, or to any other outsiders: Mr. Horsley is a 
clever man, but he is not clever enough to get an Act of Parliament 
such as he and his constituents want. The body which he can do 
most harm to is the General Medical Council.” 


Dr. Frank Kraft on Symptom-weeding. 

We take the following from a report of a speech by Dr. 
Frank Kraft on the method proposed by the Baltimore 
Medical Investigation Club for ridding the materia 
medica of unreliable symptoms. Dr. Kraft said:— 

“ The great objection to the proposed plan of the Club it that it 
eliminates so many of the old landmarks that the new work is prac¬ 
tically a work bearing no resemblance to the old except in name. 
He referred to the published work on Bryonia , and said that he was 
greatly astonished to find none of the symptoms upon which he and 
hundreds of physicans had been prescribing that remedy. He did 
not believe that all these old symptoms were imaginary ones. He 
was fain to admit that the materia medica was badly confused with 
the many unreliable symptoms which had been injected into it. But 
the way to remedy this was to teach a better homeopathy in the 
schools, teach the students how to select the homeopathic remedy as 
Hahnemann practised it. If the student were taught to study the 
remedy as a whole and not for some special anatomical region, that is 
to say, if he were instructed to get the genius of the remedy and apply 
it as a totality to the totality of the patient, and not as good for 
1 diarrhea ’ or 4 typhoid fever,’ there would be a great deal less of 
the present-day; scepticism in homeopathic ranks and perhaps less 
also of the cry that the materia medica should be purged of its errors.” 
—Southern Journal of Homeopathy, September, 1897. 


Southern Journal of Homeopathy — American 
Medical Monthly . 

Our contemporary, the Southern Journal of Homeo¬ 
pathy , has changed its name for the third time. In 
announcing the change to the title American Medical 
Monthly , Editor Eldridge C. Price says in the September 
issue :— 

44 We have after long and careful consideration decided to widen the 
scope of the journal, to enlarge its field of usefulness, to have it enter 
more unreservedly into the arena of cosmopolitan medical journalism. 

44 By this act we do not desert our friends in the South, we have 
not ceased to voice the cause of homeopathy in this wide field for 
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pioneer work; but we still continue our usual efforts, with the 
difference that we have also gone farther afield. 

“ As stated on the first page of our cover, the journal will be 
devoted to the interests of noineopathy, and to the art and science 
of medicine and surgery in general. 

“ • . . While we hold decided opinions, yet our pages are common 
ground upon which all can meet; whether high potentist or low 
potentist, Conservative or Radical, homeopath, allopath or antipath. 
All we ask is that gentlemanly courtesy ana liberality be manifested 
in all views expressed.” 

This is sufficiently catholic, and altogether correct. It 
is right to acknowledge that there is a place for the allo¬ 
pathic and the physiological uses of medicines as well as 
the homeopathic, and there is every reason why these 
should be discussed and defined in our journals. The 
only misgiving we have lies in the fact that when a 
homeopathic doctor or journal manifests glowing affection 
for old-school methods and specialisms, bacteriology, and 
the latest pathological theories, he or it freezes in pro¬ 
portion to the stricter practice of homeopathy. We are 
sure Editor Price does not mean to do this, but his 
utterance in the concluding number of the Southern 
Journal of Homeopathy as the candid critic of the 
homeopathic materia medica is somewhat ominous. The 
materia medica is not as perfect as it might be perhaps, 
but its blemishes are as nothing when compared with its 
perfections, as those who know it best can testify. Those 
who use it in the way Hahnemann directed will very 
rarely be led astray. Any attempt to reconstruct it on a 
basis of pathological theory (which changes every day) is 
doomed to fail ignominiously. 


Vanilla Eczema. 

Those engaged in packing and sorting vanilla are 
subject to a peculiar eruption. The most severe cases 
occur in those engaged in handling the pods, which have 
on their surface the white needle-like crystals of vanilla. 
It is not very clear whether the eruption is caused by the 
mechanical irritation of the skin by these fine, sharp 
crystals, or whether it is owing to a specific drug action of 
the vanilla. The eruption, which has the character of 
an eczema, attacks first the backs of the fingers and 
hands, then the forehead above the eyebrows, and the 
swelling and itching sometimes extend all over the 
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face and forearms. It lasts for a longer or shorter time 
and disappears spontaneously. One attack usually gives 
immunity against any subsequent attack. But some¬ 
times this is not the case, and the eruption reappears so 
continuously as long as the workmen are in contact with 
the vanilla, that they are forced to discontinue their 
employment. ( A . H. Z ., cxxxv. 43.) 


ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


ARBORIYITAL MEDICINE. 

By Robert T. Cooper, M.A., M.D. 

The Treatment of Chronic Rheumatism. 

It needs, I consider, no apology whatever my bringing* 
forward these few cases of chronic rheumatism, an 
affection for which it goes without saying our treatment 
leaves much to be desired. There are few affections upon 
which more has been written, few that from a theoretical 
point of view are better understood, and few from which 
the results derived from ordinary treatment are more un¬ 
satisfactory. 

It is surely interesting to inquire what influence single 
doses of medicine properly selected are capable of exer¬ 
cising upon some of the many phases of this very common 
affection. The first case that I wish to bring forward is 
one of recurring arthritis and is thus described in a letter 
written to me by the lady interested in the case. The 
Jady, writing on the 9th of February, 1897, states: “I 
have just seen a poor woman known to me about twelve 
years and have promised to ask whether you would be 
good enough to send a dose for her husband ; he is fifty- 
five years of age, and is suffering from rheumatic gout 
which prevents him from following his vocation as ostler 
or farrier’s man. He works till his hands and feet swell, 
until the pain is too acute; he then tries a hot cabbage 
leaf; and last week was in bed and had doctor’s stuff. This 
goes on year after year and his distress and that of his 
wife is often great.” 

In reply to this letter I sent to the address indicated 
Arbutus Andrachne <f> A. 
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On the 9th of the following month, March, 1897, I 
received from the same lady this report: “Mr. H., to 
whom you sent a dose of medicine for rheumatic gout, 
although better, is still unable to work, his left foot being 
very painful and much swollen. It is some time since he 
had the dose; he wrote to you in a week saying he was 
better; his left leg has been bad for some days, but the 
foot is the worst now.” 

The same dose was repeated. 

On the 16th of March came in the following report: “ Mr. 
H., to whom you sent the second dose for rheumatic gout, 
is very much better; the swelling went down very soon 
after the second dose, and he was yesterday very much 
improved.” 

No more medicine. 

The third report, about the middle of April, ran thus: 
“Mr. H. has never been so free from rheumatism for 
many years as since your last dose. He is very 
grateful.” 

This man has gone on earning his bread since these 
reports were taken, and not until about three weeks ago, 
when I sent him a dose of the same remedy for lumbago, 
has he had any repetition of the remedy. 

It will be easy to object that I had not seen this patient, 
that I had had but very few particulars of his case before 
me when prescribing, that, in fact, a full description of 
his symptoms had not been given. These and many 
other objections may be raised; but the fact cannot 
be gainsaid that this man, who had been completely 
crippled by successive attacks of rheumatism taking the 
form of recurring arthritis, is now able to continue his 
work and earn his livelihood. 

Had such an effect followed from the application of 
excessive heat in enclosed chambers to the joints, a process 
that used to be known under the name of Baking, or had 
the same effect followed from the liberal application of 
nitrate of silver to the joints, a treatment that was well 
described by old Abey Colies, of Dublin, as having the 
undoubted drawback of “obscuring matters”; or had 
the effect followed from mesmerism, hypnotism, or other 
magical procedure, the result would have been declared, 
I have no doubt, even by members of the homeopathic 
party, to have been singularly satisfactory. But with that 
inconsistency so inseparable from human nature, I doubt 
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very much if the result will make any impression upon 
these gentlemen. 

The next case of chronic rheumatism that I have to 
bring forward was communicated to me by the same lady 
to whom I am indebted for the last. The case is that of 
Mrs. H., who is described as never having had rheumatism 
and as being most active until about two years ago, when 
she was called up many times at night by a fellow-tenant 
in Alms Houses, in London, and took cold. She suffers, 
the lady says, with swollen feet and hands, and her arms 
are at times useless or nearly so with rheumatism. Other¬ 
wise she is pretty well, though she occasionally has trouble 
with her liver. She would be very thankful to be able to 
walk again, for though nearly seventy years of age, she is 
apparently not worn out. For this patient I gave on the 
11th of March, 1897, Alnus Glutinosus <j> A, and received 
six days afterwards this report: “ Mrs. H. took on Thurs¬ 
day last tjie dose you so kindly sent her for rheumatism. 
She became very weak and powerless and was in bed all 
day Sunday, her rheumatism also feeling much worse. 
My sister,” the lady goes on to say, “saw her yesterday 
(Monday), and she was feeling very unwell indeed.” In 
reply to this I thought it better to leave her without 
medicine, and on March 26th received this report; “ My 
sister has just called to see Mrs. H. and finds that 
her rheumatism is no better. She herself is feeling a 
shade better than last week, but of course then she was 
feeling so much weaker and lower than usual. In reply 
to this letter I sent her a dose Bryonia Dioica ^A. A 
week or two afterwards I received a letter, which I am 
sorry to say has been mislaid, to the effect that she was 
very bad indeed, was really seriously ill and quite confined 
to her bed. The dose seemed to have quite upset her, so 
much so that no further treatment was adopted. The 
next report I received was in the beginning of September, 
when the lady wrote: “I visited Mrs. H. to-day, so that 
I could send you a report of her health as promised. 
Rheumatism continued badly for some months after she 
had taken your doses, but during the hot weather towards 
the end of July she was taken ill with a severe bilious 
attack owing, as she thought, to the great heat of the 
weather, and for a time it was hardly thought she could 
recover she was so ill, but strangely enough at that time 
the rheumatism completely left her, and since then she 
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has had no return of it. The inference from this is that 
the disturbance set agoing by the first dose should have 
been allowed to expend itself, when in all likelihood great 
relief would have soon followed. 

Preposterous as it may seem to suppose that the effect 
left by the two doses of medicine, and which undoubtedly 
disturbed her system, could still have been in work 
months afterwards to the culmination of her sufferings in 
a severe bilious attack, it is no more preposterous than 
to imagine that a single drop of the fresh juice of the 
common alder tree and of the bryonia plant, preserved in 
spirit, can bring on serious symptoms. That serious dis¬ 
turbance of the system ensued upon the administration of 
both is beyond question. What must ever be left ques¬ 
tionable is whether this disturbance went on for such a 
long period and eventuated in the dispersal of the rheu¬ 
matism. 

Thus we are face to face with a great difficulty in 
medicine which is by no means removed by bombastic 
expletives in which may be heard remarks regarding tom¬ 
foolery, want of common sense, and other polite descrip¬ 
tions of sentiments that are reserved for those who are 
bold enough to describe facts as they see them. 

The next case I have to bring forward is that described 
to me by a lady patient, in a poor woman of about fifty- 
six years of age, who has been a sufferer from rheumatism 
all her life. The only particulars I could get were that 
she had had rheumatic fever four times, the first attack 
being when she was twelve years of age, and the last in 
November of 1896, since which attack she has been com¬ 
pletely crippled. The joints are shiny and swell very 
much, the wrists and hands being particularly bad, but all 
her joints seem to be affected. Her daughter writes, 
“ My mother’s symptoms are swelling and redness of the 
joints, causing much pain when moved, worse on going to 
bed and getting warm. Joints fearfully stiff. Bowels 
very obstinate. Occasionally has a movement in front of 
the eyes, causing dizziness.” Without being able to see 
this patient, I prescribed for her towards the end of 
March of this year, Arbutus Andrachne </> A, and I heard 
nothing whatever of the patient until my lady friend was 
in with me in the beginning of July. Then I asked her 
about the poor widow’s case, and received for reply that 
the dose had had no appreciable effect whatever. I there- 
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upon re-read the case, and again sent exactly the same 
dose. This was on the 6th of July, 1897. On the 16th 
of July I received this letter concerning her. “ I saw 
Mrs. C. last Tuesday evening. She had had the powder 
on the previous Tuesday evening, so it is exactly a week 
since she took it. She decidedly felt herself better, and 
felt confident that if she could get more rest and work 
less hard she would greatly benefit from your powder. 
The knuckle-joint of her left index finger was much 
swollen and inflamed. It was just like a large carbuncle 
or boil, and very painful. But she said her shoulder was 
much better, and she felt much better and brighter in 
herself, and asked me to send you her grateful thanks.** 
The next report is on the 28th of July, no other medi¬ 
cine having been taken : “I called to see Mrs. C. this 
evening and found her in such good spirits and looking so 
much better. She has taken no other medicine whatever 
since she took the last powder on the 6th of July. She 
says she is marvellously better, and hopes to go and see 
you one day next week and thank you personally.** On 
the 4th of August the patient came to see me, and re¬ 
ported how very much better she was, that she could move 
her joints better, could work well, and get up and down 
stairs with comparative comfort. She still gets pain 
under the shoulders and across the back, muscular pains 
evidently. The knuckles of her hands are going down in 
size, and from not being able to dress herself she can now 
do so easily. I found much distortion of the fingers and 
swelling of the metacarpal joints of both hands, particu¬ 
larly of the left, much more than I expected from the 
descriptions. On this occasion I repeated the same dose, 
and after the holidays, that is to say on the 15th of Sep¬ 
tember, I received this note from the patient herself :— 

“ Dear Sir, —I beg to present my duty and also my 
very grateful thanks to you. The powders you have given 
me have worked wonders. I am able to get about 
now, whereas I had before to go in a bath-chair. I 
cannot find words to express the gratitude I feel towards 
you.’* 

The improvement, therefore, in this case cannot be 
questioned. What is so difficult to explain is that the 
first dose when given towards the end of March seemed 
to have had no effect whatever. Can it be that its 
effects were really in operation, but without disturbing 
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the system in such a way as to secure the attention of the 
patient, and that the second dose acted more promptly in 
consequence ? 

The case looks as if we had for deforming rheumatism 
a very valuable curative agent in the Arbutus Andrachne. 

This finds a certain corroboration in a case now under 
treatment in a village near London, where a man of 
forty-eight has been suffering for the last two years from 
arthritis deformans that he contracted a little over two 
years ago dining influenza complicated with bronchitis 
and pleurisy. This was followed by pains in the knuckles 
of both hands and in the joints of both feet, followed by 
deformity of the principal joints of the body, the right 
hand and the left foot being singularly deformed, thickened 
and misshapen. He has pains nearly all over his body, 
and very much in the lower part of the stomach, worse in 
north-east winds. The left great toe is quite fixed. 

Now this man has been for a considerable time in Uni¬ 
versity College Hospital, as well as for seven weeks in the 
hospital at Bath. 

He has been under my treatment since the beginning 
of June, and his testimony now is that the left knee, 
which was quite stiff, is freely movable; the pains have 
ceased in his stomach; he is not so sensitive to weather, 
sleeps better, and altogether his condition is more hopeful. 
The principal agent in effecting this measure of improve¬ 
ment has been two successive doses of the Arbutus 
Andrachne , given with an interval of a fortnight, and both 
of which the patient noticed seemed to 11 clear the water 
it had been thick before, an important point, considering 
the reputed action of Arbutin upon the urine. 

Cases such as these show that the treatment of chronic 
diseases is not hopeless if full advantage be taken of the 
power of remedies, and that failure to cure very obstinate 
diseases proceeds from our neglecting to develop this 
remedial power in accordance with a natural order of 
things. If, in the place of Nature and her workings; we 
interpose our own common sense and its stupidities, such 
hopeless-looking affections must ever remain incurable. 
Additional information as to the action of Arbutus An¬ 
drachne will be found in the Hahnemannian Monthly 
of April, 1895. 
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THE USE OF HIGH POTENCIES IN THE 
HEALING OF THE SICK * 

By John McLachlan, MJD. 

(Concluded from p. 457.) 

4. In August, 1892, a lady in her fifth pregnancy came 
to consult me concerning lactation. Her chief complaint 
was that hitherto all her children had refused to suckle 
her ; some of them would not even attempt it, and others, 
if they did try it once, after long persuasion, they would 
not be beguiled into doing it again. She said her milk 
was watery and blue, that it was apt to run away of its 
own accord and disappeared altogether soon after she got 
up at the end of the usual month. She had a genuine 
desire to be a real mother to her children, and not merely 
to bring them forth, and it quite naturally, therefore, 
caused her many jealous pangs to see her child prefer a 
stranger (the nurse, who had charge of the bottle) to 
herself. She wanted to know if anything could be done 
to correct this abnormal state of affairs. I explained that 
while one could not be absolutely certain of putting the 
matter right, yet I believed that it was possible, and in 
any case that it was very w r ell worth trying. I find that 
pregnant women make the most docile of patients if one 
explains to them the special object in view, and how it 
will in all probability be to the benefit of the unborn babe. 
The minute details of the symptoms I need not go into 
further than stating a few of the leading points. In her 
non-pregnant state the monthlies were rather profuse and 
lasted too long, with white-of-egg-like acrid “ whites’* 
during the last half of the menstrual month, and then 
there were such Sulphur symptoms as pressure and burn¬ 
ing of the hands and feet, and a heavy, dead, exhausting 
sleep. But for success in treatment I founded my hopes 
chiefly upon the teaching of Hahnemann (as I understand 
it) in regard to “psora ” or the previous suppression of 
chronic affections by external methods of cure, not in 
herself , for I could discover no sign of such in the anam¬ 
nesis of the case, but almost certainly in her parents or 
grandparents. The medicines I determined to give in the 
few months at my disposal—she was four Qr five months 

* Head before the British Homeopathic Congress, Bristol, September 16, 
1897. 
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“gone” when she consulted me—were Sulph., Calc.-c. 9 
Calc. phos. 9 and Silica , and in that order, giving each 
about a month to do its work. Sulph. was given in the 
d.m. potency, all the others in the 200th. I gave two or 
three doses during the first two or three days, and then 
let the medicine do its work undisturbed for the rest of 
the month. Under the circumstances, I did not see what 
else I could do. I have already explained why I gave 
Sulphur. In regard to the other medicines mentioned, 
we find in the Guiding Symptoms under— 

Calc, ostrear. —“Profuse secretion of watery milk, 
which the child refuses to take.” “Milk disagrees with 
the infant.” “ Milk has a disagreeable nauseating taste, 
the child will not nurse, but cries much.” The same 
medicine has also galactorrhoea. 

Calc. phos. —“ Child refuses the breast; milk has a 
saltish taste.” 

Silica. —“ Aversion to mother’s milk, child refuses to 
nurse, and if it does nurse it vomits.” 

Cina 9 Lach., Nat.-m., and Rheum all record the fact 
that the “ child refuses to nurse.” 

The result was far beyond anything I had dared to 
hope, for not only could she suckle the child, while he on 
his part never showed any sign of refusing the breast, but 
in size, general build, and health he far surpassed all her 
previous children, and this was well shown at a later 
period when he produced a crop of healthy teeth. He 
leaves the various babies used for the purpose of advertis¬ 
ing the well-known infant foods far m the back-ground. 
She has had other two children (both girls) since then, 
and continues to be able to suckle them. 

I do not have a great many midwifery cases, and only 
such as are my own patients, but in all first cases I make 
it a sine qud non that they will pay me a visit every month 
or six weeks during their pregnancy, and when I explain 
why, they are perfectly willing to do so. There can be 
no time so appropriate for the eradication of evil constitu¬ 
tional tendencies and for building up a sound constitution 
as the time when the body is m the actual process of 
formation. By adopting such simple means I believe 
we would gradually sweep such scourges as phthisis, 
cancer, &c., from the face of the earth. I consider the 
subject of Prenatal Medication well worthy of a very 
prominent place in any system of therapeutics. 
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5. This last case is chiefly of value to show how an 
allopath may at times unknowingly stumble upon a 
homeopathic cure. It was a case first of gonorrhea, 
then of syphilis. The young man had three or four hard 
chancres on his penis, in the neighbourhood of the 
corona glandis and fraenum. He came as soon as he 
noticed them, and I at once put him upon Merc. sol ., 
12th potency, in infrequent doses, and, later, on the 30th 
potency of the same medicine. The sores were kept 
clean, but no medicated washes were used. They slowly 
healed, taking several weeks in the process, but there was 
never the faintest sign of any secondary skin eruption or 
other secondary symptom, unless bone pains in the 
occiput and loss of hair are to be regarded as such. The 
case seemed to be getting on beautifully when he began 
to suffer from very persistent and severe pains in the 
occiput—they began about six weeks after the chancres 
appeared, and a couple of months later the hair began to 
fall out. The pain was like toothache, he said, was worst 
at night, and was, on the whole, better when the head 
was wrapped up warmly. The scalp in that region was 
sore to the touch, and the pain was aggravated by cold air. 
It was ameliorated somewhat by clasping his two hands 
behind his head so as to grasp the occiput, and then 
rocking his head from side to side. I tried on many 
occasions to give him relief, but failed. He would come 
in day after day, sit down on a chair in my consulting- 
room, clasp his occiput, lean forward, and rock his head 
from side to side in great agony. He was getting worse, 
but, being a very staunch homeopathist, he did not wish 
to consult an allopath, though his father pressed him to 
do so. On Sunday afternoon his father invited him to 
come home to tea (he did not live with his father), and 
had an allopathic doctor there to meet him. This doctor 
examined him and prescribed for him, and told him that 
he must go on with the medicine steadily for months. 
My patient did not tell him that he was suffering from 
syphilis. He brought the prescription to me (I am very 
sorry now I did not keep a copy of it), but it contained 
Iodide of Potassium , Guaiacum , and one or two other 
accredited anti-rheumatics. He asked me whether or not 
he should take it. I said by all means he might try a few 
doses of it, and let me know the result, but if he was dis¬ 
tinctly better or markedly worse, in either case he ought 
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to stop it at once. The result was that after a few doses 
the pain disappeared, and never returned again in the 
slightest degree. So that instead of going on with it 
steadily for months, he did not half finish the nrst bottleful. 
I believe the credit of the cure is due to Iodide of Potas¬ 
sium , for the symptom about rocking the head from side 
to side occurs in Lee’s Repertory of Characteristics under 
Iodide of Potassium and no other medicine. 

We learn from this case— 

(a) The impartiality of Law . Law is no respecter of 
persons. If I, professing to follow the law, yet do not 
conform to its requirements, it will not “ stretch a point ” 
just to save the credit of a member of the British Homeo¬ 
pathic Society. On the other hand, if an allopath, who 
sneers at our law, unconsciously conforms to its demands, 
it will nevertheless promptly honour that obedience. 

(b) The absurdity of the methods of the old school. 
This doctor, who is a shining light in the old school, a 
F.R.C.P., &c., could have known very little about the real 
power of drugs or the principle on which to select them 
for any given case or disease, for, professing to be a 
follower of the impossible “ contraria contrariis curantur ” 
rule, he nevertheless selects a drug according to the never- 
failing principle of similia similibus curentur , with the 
result that he effects a speedy and permanent cure. What 
could be more absurd and unscientific than to mix four 
or five drugs together and then to tell the patient that he 
must go on steadily with this mixture for months ? Clearly 
he could have had very little conception of what he was 
doing. I suppose the reason for this allopathic absurdity 
is because they hope that before the three or four months 
are up Nature herself will step in and effect the cure. A 
very convenient method certainly, but not scientific. If 
I find that a medicine has to be kept up steadily for a 
long time in order to give the patient relief, and that the 
trouble returns when the medicine is stopped, I know that 
I have not got the medicine homeopathic to the case, and 
set about trying to find the appropriate remedy. 

(c) Then again comes the fatal error of a mixture of 
drugs — fatal to all exact observation—and the same 
applies to members of our own school who alternate or 
mix two or more drugs either in the body or out of it. 
The question is not whether Hahnemann alternated or 
did not alternate, but simply because such a method is 

32 
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unscientific and cuts at the root of all exact observation. 
I do not of course refer to that form of alternation which 
simply changes a medicine because a change in the symp¬ 
toms demands it; that is a necessary and perfectly proper 
thing to do. I have already remarked that I do not care 
one iota what potency a man may use, but I do plead 
most earnestly in the interest of scientific medicine that 
from henceforth only one medicine be used at a time; if 
this is done I am convinced that the potency question will 
look after itself. Hahnemann, we know, used massive 
material doses in the early days of homeopathy and per¬ 
formed some startling cures, but then he had the good 
sense to stop the medicine, and did not tell his patients 
to go on with it for weeks or months irrespective of 
effects. Then, again, the medicines one is most tempted 
to alternate are those that have a very close resemblance 
to each other, and which are in most cases mutual 
antidotes. 

In drawing my paper to a close let me remind you of 
John S. Mill’s Canons of Inductive Logic , at least the ones 
that are more particularly applicable to our science. 

1. The method (or Canon) of Agreement. When a 
number of cases observed agree in one point only but 
differ from each other in all other respects. This method 
gives only a very low degree of probability, though the 
greater the number of cases the more likely are the 
inferences to be correct. This is the method of the old- 
school therapeutist, and those of our own school who 
use more than one medicine at a time. The degree of 
probability by this method is so low in any single case 
that it is a “ negligible quantity.” The reason of its 
weakness is, as Mr. Mill himself points out, the “plurality 
of causes ”—that the same effect may in different cases be 
due to different causes. 

2. The method of difference. This is the great method 
of experiment, and, properly conducted, gives absolute 
certainty. Only two instances are taken, and they differ 
in one point only . In performing experiments, according 
to this method, it is absolutely necessary to vary only 
one circumstance at a time. This canon is not liable to 
any such weakness as the canon of agreement, for, as 
there is only one new circumstance at work, all the 
others remaining unchanged, that and that alone must 
be the cause of any change. This is the method of the 
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experimental chejmist. I wish I could say it was also 
the method of the scientific therapeutist —I mean the 
therapeutist who only uses one medicine at a time, under 
the guidance of the law, similia similibus curentur . But 
alas ! it is not, and cannot be ; not because of any fault 
on the part of the medicine used, but because we can 
never find two patients exactly the same in every particular. 
We have, therefore, to turn to— 

3. The joint method of agreement and difference. Here 
two sets of instances are observed, the one set positive, 
the other set negative, differing in one important point 
(the medicine we give), but in several other points beside 
(the natural differences between different patients) ; and, 
as they thus differ in more than one point, one can never 
be quite sure , though, when properly conducted, this 
method gives a very high degree of probability. 

I trust you will pardon me thus reminding you of a few 
salient points in Rudimentary Inductive Logic in support 
of my contention that we ought to use only one medicine 
at a time. 


NOTES BY THE WAY. 

By Dr. Ussher, Wandsworth. 

Cabbolic Acid. 

A gentleman looking unusually cachectic came under 
my care. He had a weary look, dark circles under the 
eyes, the picture of dejection and strengthlessness. He 
complained of pain in the body of penis and in glans— 
quite new symptoms. There is no stone, or difficult or 
interrupted urination. He is a sculptor and works in clay. 
I inquired if any chemicals were used in his art, and he 
informed me that to prevent the clay becoming putrid he 
had to mix carbolic acid with it. Turning to Allen, 
under Carbolic Acid , urine, &c., I noted what he com¬ 
plained of: pains in the body of penis and glans, finally 
rash; there was no albumen. His prescription was 
Nux 1 tds. Since then paralysis of the bladder. I 
look upon carbolic acid as a thing to be aware of, 
whether in soap or otherwise, and as a dentist’s 
wash. Sometimes a premature opinion of urine is not 
justified. A lady, who has severe kidney ache, passed 
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urine 1,013 gravity, showing nothing by copper test and 
boiling the first day; but the next, to my surprise, masses 
looking like conglomerate icebergs in blue water, and 
they soon vanished. It was not sugar; what was it? 
The change took place whilst she was taking A vena Sativa 
(Keith's). 

Lung Hemorrhage. 

An old lady of 82 was bringing up a good deal of 
frothy red blood. She was an invalid of many years. 
Doses of Millifol. 3 every quarter of an hour soon subdued 
it. I was called to her again after a year's lapse, and she 
was much changed. Her face paralysed on right side ; 
feeble, hardly perceptible action of heart; urine passed 
but a few teaspoonsful, loaded with albumen. This at 
eighty-two years was serious, for it was only too evident that 
if the renal secretion was not re-established death must 
come. She lived over a fortnight; the heart’s action 
gave promise of restoration, and the urine again floored, 
even to wetting the bed. She was full of plans—active 
beyond her power. She would venture to the w.c. un¬ 
attended, then returned to bed, when she became quite dark 
in face and gasped for breath. I went to her at once. 
She was breathing and could not swallow. Death followed, 
and the fortnight’s improvement was due to Digit, lx, a 
few drops in half-tumbler of water, given in teaspoonsful 
doses every quarter of an hour. If this was sufficient to 
re-establish the flow of urine, it would have been reckless 
to give infusion of Digitatis , which the heart would not 
have borne. In dreadfully weakened hearts, with hardly 
any sounds, Digit, lx acts well, and nothing is prettier 
than the action of Digit. <p, four or five drops to half¬ 
tumbler of water, dessertspoonful doses, to a slow heart. 
A patient, who was overdone with pupils, had the poorest 
action of heart, and one night lay in a faint for two hours, 
until brandy revived her. In this case Digit, lx tds., 
followed by Ars. and Iron tabloids, has greatly restored 
her. 

Hemorrhoids. 

Far beyond the reach of many remedies I have found 
Hypericum Perfol. lx in the relief of pain , bleeding , and 
teivlerness. It gives a daily action. Collinsonia lx is 
useful in severe itching. With fleshy, blind piles, JEsculus 
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is a quick remedy. Hypericum seems to suit the plethoric 
with great soreness—quite as well as Hamamelis —and 
for burning, Ars. 6x. For the pain that shoots up the 
rectum, Nux 12 at night and Sulphur in morning is 
effectual. Lately I saw one perloid of Bell, lx act 
violently six times, causing a painful attack of piles, and 
finally suspension of the bladder action, which had to be 
relieved by the catheter. I heard of an operation in an 
Australian city where two gentlemen cut into the vagina 
—by accident, of course—and the bleeding was stayed by 
a red-hot poker. No wonder the lady said she would 
never submit to another! I need not say they were 
allopaths. 

It is a profitable study to take up the Bee Line 
Repertory , and note in how many places Hyp.-Perfol. 
comes in. My use of it in piles I learned from The 
Homeopathic World. Would any of our friends 
differentiate between the cardiac use of Crategus Oxyacan- 
thus and Prunus Americanus ? 


CASES FROM LAY PRACTICE IN NEW SOUTH 

WALES. 

By Erskine C. White. 

I am a homeopathist of thirty years’ experience. May 
I briefly mention the following remarkable cases and 
cures that have occurred during those thirty years ? 

Gelsrm. in Convulsions. 

1. A mother three weeks before confinement was madly 
terrified at sight of her little brother nearly burnt to 
death in a fire. Her child bom was in convulsions. 
I rode twelve miles over mountains to cure child. 
On my way was begged to return home, as the child 
was beyond all hope; but I knew the miracles 
Hahnemann’s system could effect, so I persevered. 
Child had tasted nothing since birth, and lay stiff and 
cold. One symptom guided me; there was no time 
to try , I must know , or death ensues. Child’s chin 
quivered incessantly. I gave Gelsem. semp. 3. In thirty 
seconds all quivering ceased; in three minutes convul¬ 
sions ceased, and in two more visits the child was cured. 
Five years after I saw the lad, rosy and sturdy. 
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Merc.-Cor . 

2. My wife suffered from peritonitis—last stages. 
Merc.-Cor. relieved all pain in two minutes, and cured 
afterwards ; no return for twenty years and more. 

Urinary Action of Mustard. 

3. A pet dog swallowed an eggshell nearly full of 
mustard. Urine flowed day and night for three days. 
I have since found when all flow ceases, in fever, &c.. 
Mustard 1 produces a healthy natural flow when Tereb. 
and all others fail. 


Macrozamia Nut. 

4. Two children each ate four nuts of the Australian 
Macrozamia. This is a feather-like palm with a central 
pineapple-shaped cluster of nuts, each enveloped in a 
vivid scarlet shell, which seems most poisonous of all. 
Vomiting set in at 7 p.m., and continued spasmodically 
until 1 a.m., resisting all remedies, vomiting every three 
minutes and oftener. Profound stupor, icy coldness, awful 
giddiness. Vomiting at last ceased under Verat.-Alb. 
Hot blankets were at last applied, and aided most mate¬ 
rially. All ill-effects disappeared next morning at 9 a.m. 

Lobelia rubra. 

5. A well-known naturalist in Sydney—Mr. Bray—has 
watched the Australian iguana, in combat with the snake, 
run away after being bitten and eat the indigenous 
Lobelia rubra and return unhurt to the combat. Post¬ 
mortem examination of the iguana shows stomach full of 
the leaves of Lobelia rubra. This plant, if only touched 
carelessly with the teeth, produces overwhelming giddi¬ 
ness. It grows in abundance all around Liverpool—in fact 
for fifty miles around. I had noticed that the sickening 
stupor and headache it produces exactly resemble those of 
La Grippe, before I knew the name of the plant. My head¬ 
ache disappeared like magic under Lobelia rubra <p f and I 
used to notice that all chest symptoms were avoided 
under its benign sway. Now I know that, being a Lobelia , 
it acts on the lungs. 

La Grippe ensues in wet weather. This plant, with its 
tiny gem-like white blossoms, always carpets the earth 
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after each rain throughout the year. The common wall¬ 
flower and “four-o’clock” seem equally efficacious and 
thoroughly reliable in removing the first attacks of La 
Grippe, however bad. 

Aconite in Cancer. \J 

6. While a mere beginner, I noticed the wonderful 
power of Aconite in relieving the agony of cancer of 
breast in last stages in the case of a woman whom all 
doctors (allopathic) had ceased attending. I had to ride 
eight miles over mountains to her lonely hut, and she 
would never be without the Aconite. Her arm swelled to 
the size of a child’s body, but she died without pain. 

[All cases mentioned in this article I attended free, 
before and after school hours, on a salary of £150 —so 
cheap are the blessings of homeopathy. Medicines of 
course free.] 


Aconite in Collapse. 

7. Another woman, mother of a large family, thirty 
miles from nearest doctor (allopath), was given up as 
usual. I called and gave Aconite 3, three drops. The 
woman was then unconscious, with collapse, from some 
ordinary illness. She was pulseless; heart-beat almost 
utterly inaudible, slow and feeble. I returned in two 
hours, no apparent improvement, but heart-beats loud 
and faster. I was so delighted at the wonderful improve¬ 
ment with my then despised Aconite, that I told the 
relations and friends I could cure her easily, again 
relying on 44 Hahnemannian ” miracles. They were 
all horrified at my sacrilegious efforts to resuscitate the 
fast-dying woman. They tried to turn me out of the 
house, but I persevered, and in two hours the woman sat 
up, and from then got well in two weeks. 

Sambucus Cough. 

8. The husband of last patient afterwards had a terrible 
cough—so loud I could hear it loudly for a quarter of a 
mile ! I unguardedly exclaimed, 44 1 can stop that cough ! ” 
He implored me not to stop it! Guided alone by the loud¬ 
ness of the cough, I gave Sambucus. It got well in two 
days. 
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A Tumour Case — Apocynum. 

9. An Italian woman here, three years under Dr. 
Fiaschi (great cancer allopath doctor) and three others. 
Dr. Fiaschi was giving Mur.-Ac . I undertook the case 
as one of flooding. I was told she had tumour of uterus. 
I looked up some cancer remedies. I was easily guided, 
as the poor woman could only ejaculate in English and 
Italian dialect alternately—“ Caildo ! Caildo!" “Fire! 
Fire!” I gave Aeon., Bell ., Ver.-Vir ., Arsen., and 
Carbo., and in a week all cries of Caildo ! had ceased. I 
never examined the woman. The husband told me that 
each month the scene was as of a slaughter-house—“ like 
kill one bullock.” I modestly offered to retire, i.e., give 
up the case. “ Oh, no,” they both said; “ ten times better 
than under Fiaschi.” 

In three months I could stake all I was worth on Apocy¬ 
num being the simillimum. In three days she sent back 
the Apoc. 3, saying the little phial produced the same 
burning pains as Dr. Fiaschi’s Muriatic Acid ! 

I still believed Apocynum to be the remedy, so I turned 
the little bottle upside down (with its mouth uncorked), 
and when all but the last drop had gone, I filled up with 
all I had in lieu of S. V. R., viz., Three Star p. brandy, and 
returned the 100 drops in the little phial to the woman 
(after severe succussion). 

In a week the tumour was gone, never to return (seven 
years ago). As it approached a cure, all symptoms would 
seem to be aggravated a hundredfold. I used to give No. 1 
when I got frightened. She used to burst out bleeding if 
she stepped as high as a footstool, now she does work in 
a field and strides about like a great man. 

Belladonna in Pneumonia. 

10. Her daughter (18) was in last stages of pneumonia, 
when Bell, cured her alone. I was only induced to give 
it on entreaty, and when I did an instantaneous cure 
set in. I used no poultices; she lay in an open slab hut. 
Her eyes were most brilliant. 

Kerosene in Diphtheria. 

11. In Queensland a little boy was given up by allo¬ 
pathic doctors as dying with diphtheria. The father gave 
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a teaspoonful of Kerosene in one of water; the child 
recovered and is strong and well. Doctor was furious. 
Now prescribes it. 

Macrozamia in Diphtheria. 

12. I caught diphtheria nursing my second child. A 
deadly weakness seized me (I had hardly slept or ate for 
five weeks). I felt as if I had been literally “ boned,” i.e ., 
every bone extracted ; an awful giddiness and stupor seized 
me. I recognised the Macrozamia headache, and slowly 
chewed one green nut, swallowing the juice. A power never 
known before for years set in, and I nursed the child with 
hardly sleep or food another week. Both recovered under 
homeopathic treatment. I gargled with strong vinegar 
and red (cayenne) pepper. Mouthfuls of thick jelly-like 
slime poured from my mouth, and all symptoms left in 
two hours. A tinker in England gave this as a gargle and 
on flannels round the throat, and all cases in village 
(seventeen) recovered; all others under allopathic doctors 
died . 

I forward Macrozamia Nut and Lobelia rubra , both 
indigenous here, and will be happy to send free other 
specimens of plants.* 

Public School, Holdsworthy, Liverpool, N.S.W. 

August 13, 1897. 


SMALL-POX INOCULATION. 

By Alfred Heath, M.D. 

In conversation with a gentleman the other day, he 
made the remark : “ There can be no question about the 
efficacy of vaccination in lessening small-pox, for before 
vaccination was introduced it was the most common 
thing to see people ‘ pitted ’ with small-pox marks, and 
now we seldom see them so marked.” No doubt every 
medical man has heard the same remarks, and no doubt 
also all those medical men and others in favour of vacci¬ 
nation have made use of the same argument, which to 
their minds is one of the strongest in support of the stupid 

* We have received one Macrozamia Nut , and a specimen of Lobelia 
rubra (dried, of course), also of Red Gum and of N.S.W. Drosera , from 
our contributor. These we have handed to Messrs. Epps in case any of 
our readers would like preparations made from any of them.—Ed. H.W, 
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practice. Now, apart from the known effects of sanitation 
in preventing or lessening disease, apart also from the 
fact that we do not vaccinate to prevent other terrible 
diseases of the past, which on account of improved con¬ 
ditions of living, drainage, pure air, open spaces, &c., we 
do not now get, the answer to this argument is very 
simple indeed. There was no doubt a great deal more 
small-pox before vaccination was introduced, but it was 
not on account of vaccination that it was lessened ; the 
reason was that before vaccination was introduced people 
were inoculated with the disease small-pox itself. Hence 
so many people being pitted. The practice was put an 
end to by an Act of Parliament because it spread the 
disease. The marking or pitting in small-pox depends 
entirely upon the constitutional state of the person 
attacked ; the more healthy they are the less the marking, 
and those most healthy do not have the disease at all. 
Also is it fair argument to claim that vaccination has 
reduced the number of cases of small-pox when, im¬ 
mediately previous to the introduction of cow vaccination, 
small-pox had been spread artificially by inoculation with 
that disease ? But to my mind the vitality of the nation 
does not depend upon whether this disease can be pre¬ 
vented but what best tend to prevent any and every 
disease, so that the general mortality is lessened. 
Small-pox is a perfectly preventible as well as a curable 
disease, and when properly treated frees the system from 
most of its impurities, for it is a true ferment, and only 
affects those in a fermentable condition, who after 
recovery are in a better state of health than ever before 
(consumption, tumours, blindness, and a host of other 
diseases have been cured by persons contracting small¬ 
pox), whereas those vaccinated with matter from a 
diseased animal (for all are artificially diseased by the 
disease called “ Grease ”—the discharge from this disease 
is taken from the horse and passed through the cow) 
acquire all sorts of troubles, and die of diseases so induced; 
the general mortality of the nation being increased, and 
its vitality decreased by producing by vaccination all 
kinds of mortal diseases, in trying to prevent a disease 
that we may never have, and certainly would never have 
if the laws of health were more carefully attended to. 
Respecting the old small-pox inoculation, for though old 
and in abeyance it has left its sting behind, there is 
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another view of the matter. The persons inoculated with 
small-pox matter not only had the disease small-pox put 
into them as intended, as it was supposed to produce a 
modified form of small-pox, but often produced virulent 
attacks, and always made centres of infection, but they 
had, as in the horse-cow-pox vaccination, all the accumu¬ 
lated taints of the system from which the virus was taken 
put into them or their healthy children. When we con¬ 
sider that persons who contract small-pox are in the highest 
state of susceptibility to active disease on account of 
their accumulated morbid taints—it will be seen that the 
very worst cases were selected, for they not only produced 
small-pox, but perpetuated that morbid susceptibility to 
the disease, whilst they handed down an inheritance for 
many generations of the most loathsome contaminations— 
is it any wonder we get cancer and consumption increasing? 
It may be said, and has been often said, although those 
that say it take care not to run the risk, that nothing is 
carried with the vaccine lymph by the act of vaccination 
but the disease vaccinosis, which they believe will protect 
from small-pox; but I think it can be demonstrated that 
every condition of the blood is so carried, no matter how 
carefully the fluid is taken, for if the fluid was taken from 
a person who at the time was suffering from scarlet fever, 
or diphtheria, or syphilis,* you would not only produce 
the vaccine pustule, but one or other of those diseases, so 
also if the animal was in other ways diseased. This 
unquestionably applies to any hidden taint as well as to 
those not hidden, but unhealthy children are not selected 
from which to vaccinate. Why, is a mystery, because if 
the vaccine fluid carried no taint, any diseased child or 
any diseased animal would be as good as a healthy one 
for their purpose. Further, it was supposed that by 
contracting small-pox the person would be for ever after 
exempt from it; this is not so, as persons have been 
known to contract small-pox three or four times, although 

* It is supposed by many eminent pathologists that cow-pox and syphilis 
are identical —in other words, that horse-cow-pox is an animal form of 
syphilis, and its secondary symptoms are the same. If this is so, may not 
vaccination be another cause of locomotor ataxy or of epithelioma and 
other diseases that are often caused by syphilis, and if epithelioma may be 
so caused, why not any other form of cancer ? Any one who has seen a 
case of canker in the horse (the horse the fountain of our vaccine supply), 
where the foot rots entirely away, producing the most horrible smell, 
cannot at any rate say that cancer is worse. 
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this was probably partly due to the partial suppression of 
the disease in the first instance by external applications, 
that is, that the “throw off” was not a perfect one by 
reason of stupid topical interference. Yet there is no 
question that the constitution was for a greater or lesser 
period of time freed from some of its impurities, as is the 
case in every other disease that is properly treated and 
not suppressed. For after an illness it is often remarked 
by the patient that it was good to be ill for the joy of 
feeling w*ell again ; this is because the system has been 
freed from impurities or morbid states that depress the 
vital power. What we have to do, and what the homeo¬ 
pathy of Hahnemann teaches, is to eradicate all these 
morbid states and conditions by scientific constitutional 
treatment, then we may expect to have healthy minds 
and healthy bodies also, and the vigour of the nation will 
be increased tenfold. The only protection against disease 
is a healthy body and healthy surroundings. 

As evidence in support of the truth of what I have said, 
and in spite of the great advance in sanitation which has 
done so much to lessen all kinds of diseases, that we are 
not vaccinated for, I will show by the following facts, 
which were taken from the Registrar-General’sreturns, and 
published in “Vital Statistics,” that instead of lessening, 
small-pox increases, showing that vaccination, besides 
being hurtful, is useless, tending rather to increase the 
disease by adding impurities to the blood. Vaccination 
was made compulsory by Act of Parliament in 1853 and 
again in 1867, and still more stringent in 1871. Since 
1853 we have had three epidemics of small-pox. 

Deaths from 
Small-pox in 
Eng. &Wales. 

First epidemic, 1857-58-59 . 14,244 

(Increase of population between first and second epi¬ 
demic was 7 per cent, with vaccination enforced by law) 

Second epidemic, 1863-64-65 20,059 

(Showing an increase of small-pox of nearly 50 per cent.) 

Third epidemic, 1870-71-72 . 44,840 

(With increase of population 10 per cent., showing an 
increase of small-pox of 120 per cent.) 

It seems to me in the face of the above that it is not 
the anti-vaccinators that are mad as our friends the vac¬ 
cinators are often saying. Further, I have not taken into 
consideration the enormous increase of mortality from 
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other diseases which are entirely due directly or indirectly 
to vaccination. I have before stated in one of my papers, 
and I state it again, as it cannot be too often said, that 
when small-pox is raging the mortality or death-rate of 
the whole population from all causes is less, and when 
there is no small-pox the mortality from other diseases is 
greatly increased. See the published returns of the 
Registrar-General during great epidemics. It is the 
death-rate from all causes that should be considered in 
a question of this kind. 

114, Ebury Street. 


MATERIA MEDICA MISCELLANY. 

By J. R. P. Lambebt, M.D., Assistant Ophthalmic Surgeon and 
Registrar London Homeopathic Hospital. 

Croton tiglium in Proctalgia .—In an interesting paper 
on the subject of proctalgia, Dr. Conrad Wesselhoeft 
mentions Croton tig. as a very useful remedy. He was 
led to its use through being consulted by a patient suffer¬ 
ing from extreme rectal pain, which came on with such 
intensity after straining at stool that she was in agony for 
about three hours afterwards, with frequent tenesmus. 
She had been taking two or three powders daily containing 
Croton oil. These were stopped and a milk diet and Nux 
Vomica ordered, and she recovered in about a week. Among 
other cases he mentions the following as illustrative of its 
action. The patient, a teacher, aged 30, presented a typical 
case of rectal neuralgia. She was of very healthy appear¬ 
ance, and had not the slighest neurotic taint, and generally 
well. For some months she had attacks of severe 
rectal pain after defecation, lasting for half a day more or 
less, and so severe as to prevent her fulfilling her duties. 
She attributed her suffering to piles, but rectal examination 
revealed no sign of hemorrhoids and only a sensitiveness 
of the rectum to touch. There was constipation, due to 
reluctance from stool as long as possible and inability to 
expel the faeces on account of the pain. After careful 
dieting and the use of Nux Vomica and then Belladonna 
without relief, on January 29th, Croton 3x. was given, 
three drops every three hours, and on February 10th she 
reported that she began to improve soon after beginning 
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the medicine and was then quite well.— New Eng. Med . 
Gaz. 

Hyoscyamine in Paralysis Agitans .—For this most 
troublesome and intractable disease Hyoscyamine is 
coming to the front with promise of relief for a disease 
which has long been looked upon as a bete noir of our pro¬ 
fession. Notwithstanding favourable results from the 
administration of a remedy by no means justifies a claim 
for it as a specific, yet the experience of Dr. Chalmers, of 
Chicago, as given in the New York Medical Journal , in 
every one of three well-marked cases is a sufficient warrant 
for a test of Hyoscyamine in similar cases. The first case 
was that of a clergyman where the shaking of the head 
and the right upper and lower extremity had been on the 
increase for four years. A drop of solution of Hydrobro - 
mate of Hyoscyamine , two grams to the ounce, was put 
into the eye. In twenty minutes the shaking had entirely 
ceased, and at the end of three-quarters of an hour speech 
was difficult and the patient was unable to rise from his 
chair. This partial paralysis gradually disappeared, there 
being no return of the shaking for several hours. In this 
case, as in the others, the use of a solution of one grain to 
the ounce was sufficient, applied at stated times, to keep 
the patient entirely comfortable. Even a temporary relief 
obtained without injury to the system will be hailed with 
gratitude.— New York Medical Times. 

Mucuna Urens in Hemorrhoids. —Dr. Delgado Palacios 
writes to the Horn. Recorder: “I have used my tincture 
of Mucuna urens extensively in a great number of hemor¬ 
rhoids and with the most satisfactory results. It seems 
that the characteristic symptom or keynote is a sensation 
of burning. The hemorrhoids may be or not in a great 
stage of development, there may be more or less blood, &c. 
One can consider the Mucuna urens as a specific against 
the hemorrhoidal diathesis. The diseases of other organs, 
depending upon that cause, liver, uterus (hemorrhage) and 
intestinal affections, yield admirably to its use.” 

Equisetum in PostPartum Retention of Urine. —Dr. Ord, 
of Bournemouth, refers to the case of a woman who had 
always suffered from retention of urine after parturition, 
generally requiring the catheter for a week or more. After 
the birth of her last child the retention was accompanied 
by much distress and nervousness, with tenesmus. For 
two days Belladonna (p in drop doses relieved, and then 
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failed. Having seen Equisetum highly recommended in 
this condition, and other drugs having given no relief, he 
decided to try it, but found that the local chemists had 
none in stock. To have obtained a supply from London 
would have involved many hours’ delay, and the patient’s 
distress was very great, two fomentations, enemas and 
other devices having utterly failed. However, a friend 
fortunately remembered that the plant grew on the downs 
near Swanage, and very kindly went off at once in quest of 
Equiseta. Some specimens were obtained, and at once 
placed in alcohol, and in an hour’s time a fresh plant 
tincture about lx strength was thus obtained. This was 
given in five-drop doses every hour, with immediate relief. 
Water was passed naturally after the second dose, and 
there was no recurrence of the trouble. The patient did 
not know until afterwards the circumstances under which 
the medicine had been obtained Dr. Ord has since used 
the same tincture in a case of retention during peritoneal 
crises following dysmenorrhea in a very neurotic patient 
with equally satisfactory results.— Monthly Horn. Reviexo. 

Plantago major: some of its uses.—Plantago oil is said 
to be a very effective application in affections of the skin, 
characterised by constant and intense itching, pricking, 
and burning. It is recommended also in cases of Rhus 
poisoning. According to the Medical Century , a snake- 
tamer devulged his secret of making rattlesnake bites 
harmless. His method, which he showed upon himself, 
consisted in drinking the juice of Plantago major and 
applying to the bitten part a poultice of the crushed leaves. 
In poisoned wounds from catfish horns Plantago locally 
acts excellently. Its action in neuralgic earache with 
pains going from ear to ear, also in toothache in hollow 
teeth, and in enuresis should not be forgotten.— New Eng. 
Med. Gaz. 

Collinsonia in Cardiac Disorders. —Dewey claims that in 
functional disorders of the heart Collinsonia is an excellent 
remedy, especially when they are reflex from hemorrhoidal 
troubles or alternate with them. Although the provings 
do not indicate a specific action on the heart, it has been 
found useful where there is much cardiac irritability, 
traceable to suppressed hemorrhoidal bleeding. The car¬ 
diac nerves seem irritated, and there is great sensitiveness 
about the heart, fulness and oppression about the chest, 
with difficult breathing and faintness. It cured for the 


Digitized by AjOOQle 



512 MYRICA CERIFERA. [Bcjmeopathic^Worid. 


writer a case of severe constrictive pain about the heart in 
a man who habitually passed blood with his stools. Upon 
the disappearance of the blood from the stools the heart 
symptoms commenced, and when the flow of blood became 
re-established the heart symptoms disappeared. Collin -- 
sonia entirely cured both conditions. A characterising 
indication is a persistent rapid but weak pulse; the action 
is excessive, but the force is deficient. Hale thinks that 
Collinsonia acts on the heart by removing obstructions or 
irritations in the liver, portal system or kidneys, and by 
increasing muscular tonicity.— Med. Cent. 

Pulsatilla in Diphtheria and Tonsillitis. —Dr. B. G. 
Clarke, of New York, recommends Puhatilla in diphtheria 
when there is present severe headache and either no thirst 
or thirst for little and often. The local condition described 
resembles that calling for Lachesis, viz., dark purplish 
appearance of the throat with prominent veins; other 
symptoms indicating it are a scraping sensation and dry¬ 
ness. It is also useful in follicular tonsillitis when the 
tonsils are studded with small ulcerated points, and the 
symptoms mentioned are present.— Am. Horn. 


MYRICA CERIFERA. 

By Frederick Kopp, Greenwich, N.S.W. 

III.— Its Application in Disease. 

Myrica cerifera has proved to be an excellent remedy 
for those headaches which are characterised by the fol¬ 
lowing prominent symptoms—namely, the pains worse on 
motion and when stooping ; the pain accompanied with 
throbbing in the temples ; headache, accompanied with 
stiffness and pain in the nape of the neck; pain, of a dull, 
aching character, in the temples and forehead on waking 
in the morning; headache, accompanied with aching in 
the small of the back, usually in the morning; pains in 
the head, accompanied with ringing in the ears and 
drowsiness; pain in the right portion of the back of the 
head, and dull pain and pressure in the vertex and fore¬ 
head, with throbbing simultaneous with the pulse. It is 
also homeopathic to that feeling of emptiness, and also to 
the soreness of the scalp, which is met with in various 
disorders. Heaviness of the head is also a very important 


Digitized by 


Google 



Homeopathic World, i 
Nov. 1,1897. J 


MYRICA CERIFERA. 


513 


symptom, strongly indicative of the action of the drug. 
Various forms of vertigo come under the action of 
Myrica cerifera , the most important being the vertigo 
accompanied with a rush of blood to the head on stooping, 
and which is followed by a dull and oppressive pain in the 
right side of the head; and the vertigo, which is accom¬ 
panied with much yawning, great drowsiness, and also 
nausea. It may be used also with great advantage in 
cases where the mind is in a state of great confusion, the 
patient being indifferent to everything, gloomy, despondent, 
and depressed, even blaming himself for faults that he has 
never committed; also in patients suffering from great 
irritability, with a constant desire to find fault with every¬ 
body and every one, self-conceit being the ruling passion. 

In severe cases of coryza, worse in the morning, Myrica 
cerifera is an excellent remedy, as it is also in ozena of 
a bloody and fetid nature. 

Yellowness of the eyes is also often removed by the 
administration of the drug. This yellowness is un¬ 
doubtedly owing to a state of jaundice of the liver, 
consequent upon suspended secretion, and the action of 
the drug in restoring that secretion removes the cause. 
It is therefore a most valuable remedy in the treatment 
of jaundice, as will be seen by the symptoms developed 
during the proving, namely, “heavy frontal headache in the 
morning, drowsiness, clay or straw-coloured stools (with¬ 
out bile), scanty, yellow, and frothy urine, and yellowness 
of the eyes/’ The jaundice brought on by the action of 
the drug was not removed by the use of either Podo¬ 
phyllum , Mercurius dulcis , Leptandra , and other drugs; 
and it was only after Digitalis purpurea was tried that 
the hepatic symptoms disappeared. In the treatment of 
jaundice it should be used in the lower attenuations, as 
jaundice is a secondary symptom of the drug. 

Myrica cerifera produces primarily an unnatural, craving 
appetite, with a sense of fulness in the stomach after 
partaking of food; and, secondarily, the appetite is com¬ 
pletely lost, the feeling of fulness still remaining. For 
complaints having the first condition it should therefore 
be administered in the higher attenuations; for the second 
in the lower potencies. A strong desire for acids is also a 
further indication for the use of the drug, as is also a 
bitter and very nauseous taste in the mouth, especially 
when it is accompanied with offensive breath. A feeling 

33 
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of fulness in the digestive organs is a prominent and per¬ 
sistent symptom in the proving, and is highly indicative 
of the drug’s action. It is a useful remedy in heartburn 
and water-brash, in cases of nausea (which are followed 
by a headache of a heavy nature), and in acidity of the 
stomach. The great distress in the stomach after meals, 
usually met with in persons of weak digestion, is often 
met by this drug. A weak, sinking, faintish feeling in 
the bowels and in the epigastrium is a further indication 
for the administration of Myrica. Empty eructations, 
preceded by griping pains in the stomach, and colicky 
pains in the umbilical region (confined to one small spot), 
in which there is a great accumulation of flatus, which on 
being discharged is very offensive. Myrica cerifera is 
very effectual. It is even effectual in the tenesmus and 
loose stools, generally occurring in the morning, in which 
griping pains in the bowels during the night have been a 
prominent symptom. It is also useful in cases in which 
there is a constant rumbling in the abdomen just above 
the umbilicus, and also in the rumbling, accompanied 
with griping pains, in the region of the umbilicus. 

Myrica cerifera is indicated in those cases of constipa¬ 
tion which have been preceded by loose stools, and also 
in cases where there is an excessive accumulation of 
flatulence in the bowels, accompanied with much 
rumbling, and a feeling as if diarrhea were about to set 
in. Loose stools, accompanied with tenesmus and pain, 
also come under the action of this drug. In weakness of 
the bowels it is often of great advantage, and also when 
the stools are loose, light-coloured, and destitute of bile. 
It is often of great service in the treatment of chronic 
diarrhea having the Myrica characteristics, and in the 
diarrhea of phthisis pulmonalis. 

Myrica cerifera is a valuable remedy in chronic 
bronchitis, and in the treatment of those coughs which 
are marked by either of the following symptoms: 
Tickling cough on lying down at night; cough, accom¬ 
panied with profuse expectoration ; or cough greatly 
aggravated by talking. 

Myrica cerifera is useful in those affections of the ears 
in which there is ringing, slight attacks of vertigo, and an 
oppressive pressure about the head, and also in those 
affections of the eyes which are marked by a sensation as 
if there were sand in them, accompanied with smarting 
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and great difficulty in closing the eyes. It is also 
valuable in soreness of the eyes, accompanied with 
flushed face, and in those cases in which the eyelids feel 
heavy and are swollen, the eyes themselves feeling 
swollen at the same time. Yellowness of the face, in¬ 
dicative of jaundice, is a symptom calling for Myrica 
cerifera , as is also the peculiar sensation as if insects 
were crawling over the face. 

It is useful in cases where the tongue is covered with 
a dirty white or yellowish coating. It has been used with 
great success in tender gums, such as are spongy and 
easily bleed. Follicular stomatitis and aphthae of the 
mouth both come under the control of the drug. Offen¬ 
sive breath and foul taste in the mouth are often very 
effectually removed by the use of this remedy, especially 
when, besides these unpleasant symptoms, the buccal 
cavity, including the roof of the mouth, is thickly covered 
with a very adhesive coating which is most difficult to 
remove. A furred tongue, accompanied with a foul taste 
in the mouth and nausea, is also a strong indication for 
the use of the drug. 

It is a very valuable remedy in aphthous tonsillitis and 
in ulceration of the fauces. Its wonderful curative effects 
in catarrh of the posterior nares and of the throat are now 
well known, it being one of the most effectual remedies 
that we possess for this complaint. The soreness in the 
throat, which is usually felt m the morning, often yields 
to a few doses of this drug. 

Spermatorrhea, characterised by amorous dreams with 
emissions of semen, is also homeopathically related to 
Myrica , and it has often been of great use in the treat¬ 
ment of cases of chronic gonorrhea. Leucorrhea, in 
which the discharge is thick and yellowish, and very 
excoriating and fetid, often yields to the curative action 
of this remedy. In the treatment of leucorrhea, besides 
being administered internally it may be used as an injec¬ 
tion, using the infusion one ounce of the crude bark of the 
root to a quart of boiling water, allowing it to cool. In 
injecting it into the vagina it should not be used cold, but 
at blood heat. Several cases of long standing—two or 
three years—have been cured by using the drug two or 
three times a day as an injection in the manner indicated 
above, giving the remedy internally at the same time in a 
low dilution (lx or 2x). 


Digitized by AjOOQle 



516 


MYRICA CERIFERA. 


[Homeopathic World. 
L Nov. 1, 1897. 


Myrica cerifera is also an excellent remedy in the 
treatment of lumbago, in which the following are the 
most prominent symptoms—namely, “ Aching pain of a 
dull character all day in the lumbar region,” or “ a dull, 
dragging pain in the small of the back.” Pains under 
the left scapula and in the back of the neck also come 
under the action of the drug. Sharp and shooting pains 
in both the right and left thighs, and at the inner side of 
the left knee joint, are often removed by a course of 
Myrica. Myrica cerifera is also curative in cases where 
there is a burning in the soles of the feet, pain in the 
knees downward (accompanied with coldness of the lower 
extremities), pain of a bruised nature in the heel of the 
left foot, aching and trembling in the calves of the legs 
(more especially in the left), severe pains half way 
between the ankle and the knee (worse on motion), or 
soreness of the muscles of the right and left thighs. It is 
also useful in cases in which there are one or more of the 
following characteristic symptoms of the drug—namely, 
“ Tearing pains in the left arm (between the elbow 
and the shoulder), lancinating pain in the left axilla, pain 
in the little and middle fingers of the left hand, or aching 
and dull pains in all the extremities.” 

In affections of the skin, marked by a persistent and 
intolerable itching in different parts of the body, more 
especially at the insertion of the deltoid muscles in both 
arms, and also by a stinging and itching sensation in the 
skin of the forearm, right leg, face, neck, and shoulder, it 
is also a very valuable and reliable remedy. A yellow¬ 
ness of the skin of the entire body is a further indication 
for the use of the drug. 

In the excited feverish feeling, often alternating with 
chilliness, and accompanied with a pain in the lumbar 
region, met with at times, it is often of great service ; also 
in those cases in which, though the impulse of the heart’s 
action is increased, the number of the pulsations are 
diminished, often to sixty or even fifty per minute. In 
the night sweats of phthisis pulmonalis it often greatly 
relieves this distressing symptom. In sleeplessness it 
may often be used with advantage, especially in those 
cases in which the exciting cause is exhilaration of the 
nervous system ; also in cases where the sleep is much 
disturbed at night, consequent on frightful dreams. It is 
useful also in those cases where the patient wakes up in 
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the morning quite unrefreshed, and suffering from a 
frontal headache of a dull character. Restless sleep, 
with much tossing about, also comes under the action of 
the drug; also in great drowsiness, where the patient 
falls asleep in the place where he sits down, even during 
the daytime, Myrica cerifera can be administered with 
good results. 

(To be concluded.) 


MEDICAL REVIEWS AND ADVERTISING OF 
MEDICAL BOOKS IN LAY JOURNALS. 

Dr. Campbell Black has been writing very cogent 
letters in the Medical Press of late on the above subject, 
and we extract from the issue of Sept. 29th part of a letter 
dealing with editorial comments on his one preceding. 
Dr. Black says:— 

‘•You travesty my argument in this manner: * Many doctors adver¬ 
tise their books in order to attract professional business, and not to 
sell the book. Let us not condemn them, because to do so is the 
ordinary way of commercial business, but let us do the same thing.’ 
With all deference, that is not my argument. My argument is, ‘ Many 
doctors advertise their books in order to sell them .’ They have a 
perfect right to do so, and a perfect right to any business which may 
thus come to them, and you have no more right to question the 
motive, nor to reprehend it, than I have to find fault with you for not 
considering 4 it necessary to investigate the objects which advertisers 
have in using ’ your columns. You ask how far I will go in the matter 
of advertising? I will go this far. A medical man, in common 
with all other business men, has a perfect right to adopt any honour¬ 
able, truthful, and straightforward course to further his legitimate 
interests , in the absence of any bye-law , or conventional understand¬ 
ing to the contrary. I need hardly tell you this latitude is recognised 
on the Continent and in our colonies, where the partisan features of 
the archaic etiquette of a few medical journals is laughed to scorn. 
Your concluding paragraph as to my effigy and a show-cart on the 
streets of Glasgow is a reductio ad absurdum , or a ponderous joke, 
and which I shall treat accordingly. 

“ In conclusion, my belief is this—and I thank you in anticipation 
for your courtesy and fairness in publishing this letter—the medical 
profession is undergoing acute degeneration from within in obedience 
to inexorable economic laws; and its morale and its honour have 
reached a vanishing point, which medical journalism is equally 
impotent to stem as it is to restore it to its pristine dignity. 

“ I am, Sir, yours truly, 

“ D. Campbell Black. 

“ 121, Douglas Street, Blythswood Square, Glasgow. 

“ Sept. 28, 1897.” 
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Continuing the correspondence the following letter 
appeared on October 3rd:— 

“ To the Editor of The Medical Press and Circular. 

“ Sir, —You have done a great service to the cause of straightfor¬ 
wardness and common sense in opening your columns to the discussion 
of the subject at the head of this letter. The medical profession at 
the present day is almost as much the slave of absurd conventions as 
it was in the days of Moli&re ; and it has no better friends than those 
who come forward, as Dr. Campbell Black has done, to show up the 
conventions for what they are worth. 

“ In the many interesting letters which have appeared on this sub¬ 
ject I have failed to find any allusion to one point which I think is of 
some importance. Not so many years ago the publication of medical 
works was a monopoly in the hands of one or two firms. This is no 
longer the case. When popular publishing houses take up medical 
works, as is the case nowadays, they do so because there is money to 
be made out of them, and it is not likely that they are going to be 
deterred by any questionable questions of medical etiquette from 
attaining their end when once they have paid their authors for the 
work they have done. Indeed, may it not be said that, by the very 
fact of accepting work from popular publishing firms, medical authors 
abandon the position of exclusiveness which it was once possible to 
maintain ? 

“ I am, Sir, yours truly, 

“ John H. Clarke. 

“ Clarges Street, W., October 5th.” 

As originally sent the letter contained an additional 
portion, which the editor declined to publish on the ground 
that it might open up the question of homeopathy, for the 
discussion of which he had no space to spare. Should, 
however, the question ever come up before the authorities* 
the point alluded to will have to be faced, and therefore 
we reproduce the passage here :— 

“ And there is another point which appeals to unorthodox persons* 
like myself. Rightly or w ? rongly, homeopathists believe that they have 
a much more scientific method of studying and using drugs than their 
orthodox brethren. When we write books what are we to do ? With 
the honourable exception of yourself, sir, there is not (or, till recently, 
was not) an editor who would notice a homeopathic work, or even 
acknowledge the receipt of it if sent. Much less was it possible to 
advertise such a work in a medical journal. The thing has been tested 
over and over again. Some years ago an advertisement of a pure 
scientific work entitled Materia Medica Physiological and Applied , 
detailing careful experiments with drugs on the healthy and observa¬ 
tions on the sick, was refused by the publishers of the Practitioner * 
then under the editorship of Dr. Brunton. A correspondence revealed 
the fact that the editor was ultimately responsible for the rejection. 
Some time later Dr. Brunton admitted to me incidentally, in the 
course of a correspondence on another subject, that he thought the 
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work worth a place on his own bookshelves—at least the first edition 
of it published under the title of the Hahnemann Materia Medica. 
Under these conditions what are British homeopaths to do ? To sit 
down tamely under the boycot and be snuffed out ? That is not my 
wav of looking at it. After all, the profession exists for the public, 
and the public does not exist merely to support the “noble profession.’* 
So long as I think as I do about the value of the ostracised method I 
shall consider I am bound to adopt every honest measure I can com¬ 
mand to make it known, without any regard whatever to the etiquet- 
tical or professional notions of the ostracisers.” 


INSTITUTION. 

NORWICH HOMEOPATHIC DISPENSARY. 
Annual Report, 1896-97. 

The Committee of the Norwich Homeopathic Dispensary 
have to report at the close of another year that the work has 
been steadily and successfully carried on. 

The increasing difficulty so frequently noticed in obtaining 
tickets by the poor patients requiring treatment or desiring to 
continue it call for a strenuous effort to increase the list of 
subscribers. All subscribers are earnestly requested to con¬ 
sider this need and make individual effort to enlist the sympathy 
of charitable friends in maintaining the efficiency and extending 
the benefits of the institution. 

The financial year commences on July 1st, and it would 
greatly assist in the working of the dispensary if subscribers 
would note this fact, pay the subscription, and obtain the 
tickets as soon after that date as possible, and use the tickets 
during the current year. 

The value of tickets placed at the disposal of the medical 
officers and secretary by country subscribers for use in the 
city has been felt in many cases ; patients have constantly 
expressed their gratitude, and nearly 1,000 home visits and 
over 2,000 consultations at the dispensary prove that this 
charity is fulfilling a needed mission. 

The notice in the last report of an attendance on Friday 
afternoon at 4 p.m. for treatment of diseases special to women 
has been carried out, and useful and successful work has been 
done in that department. 

One special feature of the work is that no case is refused 
attendance or discarded on the ground of incurability, but 
even in hopeless cases all is done that is possible to relieve, 
whilst the feelings of the patients are thus considered at a time 
when there is the greatest need for such consideration. 
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The receipt of the share of the Hospital Sunday Fund is 
again most thankfully acknowledged. 

Thanks are due, and are hereby heartily given, to all the 
honorary officers of the dispensary, and specially to the 
medical officers, upon whom the burden of the work falls. 


REVIEWS, 


HAHNEMANN AND DARWIN.* 

We are very glad to see Dr. Proctor’s address in this 
separate form, and to learn from Dr. Roche’s letter that 
the meeting decided on the spot to make such excellent 
use of it. The address makes a capital pamphlet for 
missionary purposes. Every practitioner should keep 
copies at hand to give away whenever occasion offers. 
We would also suggest to those who have moved in the 
matter that a copy should be sent to the editor of every 
newspaper of any importance in the United Kingdom, 
with a request that he will notice it. 


TWENTY-FIVE REASONS FOR NOT BEING 
A HOMEOPATH, t 

In this little pamphlet the author has brought together 
all the stock objections raised against homeopathy, and 
has answered them in a clear and forcible way. As a 
missionary publication we have no doubt this tract has 
a useful career before it. Sharp’s tracts have had their day 
and done their work ; old arguments need a new setting 
to meet the requirements of succeeding generations. 
Twenty-five Reasons is emphatically a tract for the 
time, and it is to the interest of homeopathic practitioners 
to see that it has a wide circulation. 

* Hahnemann and Darwin : A Comparison. By P. Proctor, 
L.R.C.P. Ed., Ac. London : E. Gould & Son, 59, Moorgate Street, 
E.C. 1897. Price (25 copies for distribution) 2s. 6d., or by parcel post 
2s. 10d., prepaid. 

f Twenty-five Reasons for not being a Homeopath . Answered by a 
Layman. London : Homeopathic Publishing Company, 12, Warwick 
Lane, E.C. Price Twopence. 
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HUMANITARIAN ESSAYS.* 

A prefatory note informs us that the essays contained 
in this volume, reprinted from the Humanitarian League’s 
pamphlets of the last three years, forms the concluding 
volumes of Cruelties of Civilisation . The contents of 
the volume are as follows:— 

1. “ The Sweating System.” By Maurice Adams. 

2. 44 The Gallows and the Lash.” By Hypatia Brad- 
laugh Bonner. 

3. 44 The Shadow of the Sword.” By G. W. Foote. 

4. 44 Public Control of Hospitals.” By Harry Roberts. 

5. 44 What it Costs to be Vaccinated.” By Joseph 
Collinson. 

6. 44 The Humanities of Diet.” By Henry S. Salt. 

7. 44 Liter® Humaniores : an Appeal to Teachers.” 

The volume is edited by Mr. Salt. The last of the essays 

in the present volume is unsigned, and is, perhaps, the 
most important of all. It is an appeal to teachers to bear 
in mind the need of inculcating humanity as a definite 
part of the educational course. Taking as a text Rous¬ 
seau’s precept— 44 Hommes soyez humains ! c'est votre 
premier devoir. Quelle sagesse y a-t-il pour vous hors de 
Vhumanite ? ” (“ Humans, be humane ! It is your first 

duty. What wisdom is there for you apart from 
humanity? ”)—the writer forces home the argument that 
all education is a failure that does not develop the senti¬ 
ment of kindness to all living creatures. “Without 
perfect sympathy with the animals around them, no 
gentleman’s education, no Christian education, could be 
of any possible use ” is Mr. Ruskin’s way of putting the 
same truth. 

The Humanitarian League is carrying out a most 
important work in enforcing the lesson of the duty of 
positive kindness. It is not merely a society for 44 pre¬ 
venting cruelty,” which is a work of a very necessary but 
for all that of a negative kind. But a negative attitude 
is not conducive to progress. 44 Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself ” is a higher order of thing than 
44 thou shalt not kill.” 

* Humanitarian Essays. Being Volume III. of Cruelties of Civilisation . 
Humanitarian League Publications. London : William Reeves, 185, 
Fleet Street, E.G. A. and H. B. Bonner, Tooks Court, Chancery Lane. 
1897. Price Is. 
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APPOINTMENTS, REMOVALS, VACANCIES, 

ETC. 


*,* We shall be happy to insert notices of appointments if gentlemen 
will be good enough to forward them to us, and also of posts vacant and 
likely to be vacant, on receiving information from secretaries or com¬ 
mittees. Under this heading also, we shall mention good openings for 
homeopathic practitioners and chemists. 

REMOVALS. 

Dr. Burford has removed from Wimpole Street and taken up hia 
residence at 85, Queen Anne Street, Cavendish Square, W., which 
is now his only address. 

Dr. Munster, whose removal to Croydon we notified last month, 
now resides at 8, Oakfield Road in that town. His at-home hours 
are 9 to 10 a.m., 2 to 3 p.m. (Thursdays excepted), and 6 to 7.30 p.m. 

Gerard Smith and Newbery. —The partnership hitherto existing 
between Mr. Gerard Smith and Dr. Newbery has been dissolved by 
mutual consent. 

Mr. Gerard Smith has removed to No. 8 , Nottingham Place, W. 

Dr. Nbwbery’s hours, at 109, Cazenove Road, Stoke Newington, 
are 9 to 10.80 a.m. daily; 3 to 3.80, Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays; 6.30 to 7.30, Mondays and Thursdays. At 7, Dalston Lank 
12 to 1 p.m., Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays , 8 to 9 p.m., Tues¬ 
days and Thursdays. 

Dr. Ernest E. P. Tindall, R.N., having succeeded to the practice 
vacant by the decease of Dr. Woodgates, resides at 12, Bedford Circus, 
Exeter, where he is at home daily, except Saturday, from 1 to 2 p.m. 


dDbituarg. 


HUGH CAMERON, M.R.C.S. 

We greatly regret to record the death of another of the 
veterans of homeopathy in the person of Mr. Hugh Cameron, 
late of Redcliffe Square, S.W., and formerly of Hertford Street, 
Mayfair. Mr. Cameron had lived in retirement for a number 
of years, and for many months had been in a critical state of 
health. He was intimately associated with the early history 
of homeopathy in Great Britain. At one time he was a pupil 
of Hahnemann’s in Paris. He was a very intimate friend of 
Dr. Quin, and was an original member of the British Homeo¬ 
pathic Society, the story of the founding of which he was 
fond of relating. He was also associated with the London 
Homeopathic Hospital from the beginning, and to him, in 
great measure, is due the splendid record it made in the treat¬ 
ment of cholera during the great epidemic. Mr. Cameron was 
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a man of winning personality and singular amiability in private 
life. His departure breaks another link with the past generation 
of homeopaths. 


GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


HAHNEMANN ON PROVINGS. 

[The following letter, smelling strongly of ambrosia, and not type-written, 
was found in our letter-box. We do not vouch for its authenticity, and 
should be sorry to decide between the rival “ spooks ” claiming to repre¬ 
sent the Master. Possibly time may decide which of the two—if either— 
truly represents the spirit of the homeopathic healing art. No. 1 has 
given a test by venturing into the realm of prophesy. We shall see how 
that turns out. If the attempt of the B.H.S. to put “ the treatment of 
diabetes on a firmer basis of scientific accuracy ” by proving drugs with 
a view to eliciting particular effects should end in adding greatly to our 
therapeutic facilities, we shall be proportionately delighted, and shall 
“put our money” on No. 2 .—Ed. H. W .] 

Dear Editor, —My blissful repose in the Elysian Fields has 
been occasionally disturbed by the vagaries of my soi-disant 
disciples, but I comforted myself with the reflection that the 
level-headed partisans of the only true therapeutic principle 
which I devoted my life to promulgate would eventually elimi¬ 
nate all the absurdities which from time to time have been 
foisted in my name on the pure doctrine taught in my Organon. 

But when I find these perverters of my teachings have not 
hesitated to forge a letter purporting to come from me which 
contains opinions and ascribes to me teachings which are 
utterly at variance with the opinions and teachings I held and 
taught in my works, I can no longer remain silent but must 
enter my solemn protest against such nefarious proceedings. 

The pretended letter from me, in your October number, 
finds fault with the phrase in the circular issued by the Section 
of Materia Medica and Therapeutics of the British Homeopathic 
Society: 14 the drugs used in the treatment of diabetes.” Well, 
what harm is there in that ? Have I not in numberless instances 
employed similar expressions? Have I not indicated the 
drugs to be used in the treatment of scarlet fever, purpura 
miliaris, cholera, dysentery, itch, syphilis, sycosis, asthma, 
typhoid and typhus fevers, agues, toothache and many other 
diseases, even diabetes ? 

And why should not the B.H.S. make provings of the drugs 
empirically found useful in diabetes in order to determine pre¬ 
cisely which drugs are most suitable homeopathically for the 
different kinds of diabetes ? It is exactly what I have done 
with respect to a vast number of diseases. 
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And what is there in the instructions to the provers in this 
circular that is contrary to my own instructions to the provers 
in the Organon ? Bead §§105-145. As regards the doses to 
be taken by provers, wherein are the Society’s instructions 
at variance with mine in §123 of the Organon ? Just let me 
repeat them here: 

“ Each of these medicines must be taken in a perfectly simple, unadul¬ 
terated form ; the indigenous plants in the form of freshly expressed juice, 
mixed with a little alcohol to prevent spoiling; exotic vegetable substances, 
however, in the form of powder, or tincture prepared with alcohol when 
they were in the fresh state, and afterwards mingled with a certain proportion 
of water; salts and gums, however, should be dissolved in water, just 
before being taken. If the plant can only be procured in its dry state, 
and if its powers are naturally weak, in that case there may be used for 
the experiment an infusion of it, made by cutting the herb into small 
pieces and pouring boiling water on it, so as to extract its medicinal parts; 
immediately after its preparation it must be swallowed whilst still 
warm.” 

It is true that in the last edition of the Organon (and in that 
only) in §128 I advise globules of the 30th dilution to be used 
for proving purposes, but the provings of Aconite , Arsenicum , 
Belladonna , Bryonia , Nux Vomica , Pulsatilla , and Sulphur , 
which are very properly cited as models by your forger, were 
conducted according to the instructions of §123 and not 
of §128. 

And why should I sneer at the employment of all the modern 
methods invented since my time for determining with greater 
accuracy the precise character of the symptoms ? Had ureo- 
meters, saccharometers, and “ Winchester quarts” been known 
to medical observers in my time, is it likely that I should have 
despised them as innovations?—I, the greatest medical and 
chemical innovator of my own or any other period ! Bead my 
directions for tracing the picture of natural diseases, §§84-99, 
which, in §140, I state to be applicable to the observation of 
the artificial medicinal diseases of provers, and do you think 
it likely that I could have been contented with the very super¬ 
ficial examination of the urine there laid down, which was the 
only one possible in those pre-scientific days, if I had known 
of ureometers, saccharometers, and the like aids to precision ? 
I, the strenuous advocate for every means for obtaining “ pre¬ 
cise information respecting each particular detail ” of every 
morbid symptom, to object to any means for ascertaining the 
details with greater precision, and thereby differentiating the 
effects of drugs ! The insinuation is a calumny. 

Forgive my strong language, I cannot even in Elysium 
discard altogether my terrestrial habits. The “ instructions 
to provers ” of the B.H.S. which the impostor who pretends 
to write in my name objects to are in complete accord with 
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those I have myself given in the Organon , and they have the 
advantage of advising the employment of the improved modern 
methods of observation, which were unknown in my day, but 
which I would have eagerly adopted had I known them. 

I think, Mr. Editor, instead of representing me as sneering 
at the Materia Medica Section of the B.H.S. for recom¬ 
mending methods of observation calculated to increase the 
knowledge of the pathogenetic actions of drugs, your friend, 
who pretends to lmow my mind, would justify his pretension 
better by denouncing the real deviations from my instructions, 
which, I am sorry to observe, are perpetrated by those who 
affect to be my most especially faithful adherents and conse¬ 
quently assume the title of 14 Hahnemannians.” I allude 
especially to the preparations they call “high potencies,” which, 
contrary to my instructions, are prepared with impure water in 
place of pure alcohol, and diluted to an inconceivable and im¬ 
possible degree. When some of my disciples proposed to employ 
higher attenuations than what I had recommended, I wrote, 
“ I do not approve of your potentising the medicines higher 
(as, for instance, up to 36 and 60). There must be some limit 
to the thing; it cannot go on to infinity.” But the attenua¬ 
tions I denounced as excessive are trifles compared with what 
are now advocated, which go up (or rather down) to the ten 
thousandth, hundred thousandth, millionth, and even thousand 
millionth potency! If even such preparations were possible, and 
were equal in power to the dilutions I recommended and employed 
(that they could be superior I entirely deny), they should be 
rejected, for, as I have said: “ One of the rules of homeopathy, 
as also of common sense, enjoins that we should attain our 
aim in the simplest and shortest way —quod fieri potest per 
patica, non debit fieri p>^ r plura”; so, if our aim — the cure 
of disease—can be attained by a dose of the moderate but 
certain strength and facile preparation I and so many of my 
best disciples employed, or even by the undiluted juice of the 
drug, as in my well-known Bryonia case, it is to sin against 
this rule to have recourse to doses of such uncertain strength and 
such difficult preparation as these so-called “high potencies.” 

Another deviation of my self-styled devoted followers from 
my teaching is the substitution of “ key-notes” for “the totality 
of the symptoms,” which I declared to be the only true guide 
to treatment. But as these are aberrations which time and 
experience will correct, I need not, and do not, allow them to 
ruffle the serenity of my celestial temper; so I will conclude by 
sending my homeopathic benediction to all true disciples of 
Yours truly, 

The Real Samuel Hahnemann. 

Walhalla. 
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DR. PROCTOR’S ADDRESS. 

To the Editor of The Homeopathic World. 

Dear Sir, —The address of our President at our late 
Homeopathic Congress so impressed us with its point and 
wisdom that a thousand copies of a reprint were sub¬ 
scribed on the spot amongst those present. As it is 
probable that others not able to be at the Congress may 
wish to have copies, 500 additional copies have been 
placed in the hands of Messrs. Gould & Son, 59, Moorgate 
Street, and can be obtained from them—25 copies for 
2s. 6d. (2s. lOd. by parcel post), 12 copies for Is. 6d., or 
single copies 2d. each. Postal Order or stamps with order. 

Yours faithfully, 

E. B. Roche. 

27, Surrey Street, Norwich, 

October 9, 1897. 


INOCULATION IN INDIA. 

Sir, —In a leading article devoted to Indian affairs the Pall 
Mall Gazette recently said: 4 * The introduction of the Pasteur 
system of inoculation for cholera touched Brahmin suscepti¬ 
bilities, and since that nostrum has barely emerged from the 
condition of a sanitary fad, the authorities ought to have 
thought many times before consenting to its establishment.” 
This is very much on the line anti-vivisectionists have adopted 
from the first. But they go further. The plague regulations 
are not the only cause. In part at least the unrest is due to 
the fact that for some years India has been a dumping-ground 
for bacteriologists. 

Four or five years ago Mr. W. Theobald, an Anglo-Indian 
ex-official, of over thirty years’ residence, uttered a significant 
warning on the reported disaffection in India. He claimed 
that the Pasteur exploitation out there was calculated to offend 
and alarm the religious sentiments of the native population, 
and in a pointed manner emphasised the moral of the Indian 
Government’s exploitation in bacteriology. The folly of it all 
is as plain as noonday, and worse is being done, for there is 
more experimentation going on now than ever. 

Mr. Mark Thornhill, who is one of the few civil ex-officers 
now remaining who went through the Indian Mutiny, and has 
a knowledge of the Hindoo’s feelings, such as in ordinary 
times it is hardly possible for a European officer to obtain, in 
a letter to me a few months ago said that for the sake of 
argument he would credit the Pasteur system with all the 
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benefits claimed for it by its strongest advocates. “ But," he 
added, “ surely they are but dust in the balance compared 
with the ruin, the slaughter, the countless horrors, even the 
possible danger of our Empire, such an outbreak would occa¬ 
sion." The Government has risked the possibility of such 
calamities as are here spoken of only to carry out what after 
all is a mere scientific experiment. 

I am, yours faithfully, 

Joseph Collinson. 

53, Chancery Lane, W.C. 


LONDON HOMEOPATHIC HOSPITAL, GREAT ORMOND STREET 
BLOOMSBURY. 

Hours of Attendancr:— Medical (In-patients, 9.30; Out-patients, 
2.0), Daily; Surgical, Mondays, Tuesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays, 
2.0; Diseases of Women, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 2.0; 
Diseases of Skin, Thursdays, 2.0; Diseases of the Eye, Mondays and 
Thursdays, 2.0; Diseases of the Throat and Ear, Wednesdays, 2.0; 
Diseases of Children, Mondays and Thursdays, 9.0 a.m.; Operations, 
Tuesdays, 2.30; Dental Cases, Thursdays, 9.0 a.m. 


MEDICAL AND SURGICAL WORKS PUBLISHED 
DURING THE PAST MONTH. 


Broadbent (W. H. and J. P. H.). Heart 
Disease: With Special Reference to 
Prognosis and Treatment. 8vo, pp. 
332. (Bailltere. 10s.6d.) 

Caird (F. M.) and Cathcart (C. W.). 
A Surgical Handbook for the use 
of Students, Practitioners, House 
Surgeons, and Dressers. With very 
numerous musts. 8th ed. Revised 
throughout. 12mo, roan, pp. 338. 
(C. Gnffin. 88. 6d.) 

Fothergill (J. M.). The Practitioner’s 
Handbook of Treatment; or. The 
Principles of Therapeutics. 4th ed. 
Edited and in great part Rewritten 
by William Murrell. 8vo, pp. 708. 
(Macmillan. Net 15s.) 

Glaister (J.). A Manual of Hygiene, 
for Students and Nurses, must, by 
70 Drawings. Cr. 8vo, pp. xv.-295. 
(Scientific Press. 3s. 6d.) 

Harding (W.). Fevers and Infectious 
Diseases: their Nursing and Prac¬ 
tical Management. (Burdett Series, 
No. 4.) Cr. 8vo, pp. 88. (Scientific 
PlTGSB* IS.) 

Hare (H. A.). A Text-Book of Practica 
Therapeutics with Especial Refer¬ 
ence to the Application of Remedial 
Measure to Disease and their Em¬ 
ployment upon a Rational Basis. 
6th ed. Enlarged, thoroughly revised 
and largely rewritten. Roy. 8vo, pp. 
758. (Kimpton. Net 21s.) 

Hart (Brig -General R. C ). Sanitation 
and Health. Revised by Brig.-Surg. 


Lt.-Col. T. H. Hendley. 4th ed. Cr. 
Svolimp, pp. xii.-57. (Clowes. ls.6d.) 

Heath (C.). A Manual of Minor Surgery 
and Bandaging, for the Use of 
House - Surgeons, Dressers, and 
Junior Practitioners. 11th ed. 12mo, 
pp. 414. (Churchill. 6s.) 

Hewetson (H. B.). Localisation of 
Headache and Sick Headache, Indi¬ 
cating their Origin, Pathology, and 
Treatment. Pictorially Illustrated. 
8vo, pp. 140. (Simpkin. Net 7s. 6d.) 


Hutchinson (R.) and Rainy (H.). 
Clinical Methods: A Guide to the 
Practical Study of Medicine. With 
137 Illusts. and 8 Coloured Plates. 
Cr. 8vo, pp. 564. (Cassell. 9s.) 
Manaceine (Marie de). Sleep: Its 
Physiology, Pathology, Hygiene and 
Psychology. Ulust. Cr. 8vo, pp. 
350. (W. Scott. 3s. 6d.) 

Ringer (S.) and Salisbury (H.). A 
Handbook of Therapeutics. 13th ed. 
8vo, pp. 758. (H. K. Lewis. 16s.) 
Starling (E. H.). Elements of Human 
Physiology. 3rd ed. Cr. 8vo, pp. 476. 
(Churchill. 7s. 6d.) 

Thin (G.). Psilosis, or “Sprue”: Its 
Nature and Treatment. 2nd and 
enlarged ed. 8vo. (Churchill. 10s.) 
Walsh (D.). The Rfintgen Rays in 
Medical Work. With an Introduc¬ 
tory Section upon Electrical Appa¬ 
ratus and Methods. Bv J. E. Green- 
hill. 8vo, pp.144. (Bailltero. 6s.) 
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TO CONTRIBUTORS, ETC. f HomeopathicWorld. 

L NOV. 1, loW7. 


TO CONTRIBUTORS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


All literary matter, Reports of 
Hospitals, Dispensaries, Societies, 
and Books for Review, should be 
sent to the Editor, Dr. Clarke, 
30, Clarges Street , W. 

All advertisements and business 
communications to be sent to the 
“Manager” of the Homeopathic 
Publishing Company, 12, Warwick 
Lane, Paternoster Row, London, 
E.C. 

Literary matter and corres¬ 
pondence should be sent to us not 
later than the 12th of each month. 
Proofs will be sent to contri¬ 
butors, who are requested to cor¬ 
rect the same and return to the 
Elditor as early as possible. 


CORRESPONDENTS. 
Communications received from 
Dr. Dudgeon, London; Dr. 
Cooper, London; Mr. F. Kopp, 
Greenwich, N.S.W.; Dr. Burford, 
London ; Dr. Purdom, Croydon ; 
Mr. Joseph Collinson, Wolsing- 
ham; Dr. Roche, Norwich; Dr. 
Heath, London; Dr. Ussher, 
Wandsworth ; Mr. Gerard Smith, 
London; Mr. N. L. Mookerjee, 
Waltair, India. 


BOOKS AND JOURNALS 
RECEIVED. 

Horn. Review.—Chemist and 
Druggist.—Zoophilist.—Allg. H. 
Zeit.—Clinique.—L’Art Medical. 
H. Recorder.—Boericke andTafel’s 
News Letter.—Horn. Physician. 
—American Homeopathist.—N. 
A. J. of H.—H. J. of Obst.—H. 
Maandblad.—Southern J. of H.— 
Pacific Coast J. of H.—H.Monats- 
bliitter.—Maanedsckrift f. H.— 
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A PLEA FOR SOLIDARITY. 

There are few, we imagine, who do not recognise that 
if all homeopaths could make up their minds to stand 
together in one solid phalanx the aspect of general 
therapeutics would be changed in a remarkably short 
space of time. As it is, the reforming power of homeo¬ 
pathy as a body of scientific truth is immeasurably 
weakened by reason of its having to manifest itself 
through an infinite number of individual channels. Now 
we do not think there is any necessity for this in the 
nature of things. 

We have not one word to say in deprecation of heresy 
and schism. That is the normal method of progress 
towards higher development. No schism—no progress. 
The first visible change that takes place in an ovum 
after impregnation is the division of the yelk. And the 
division is repeated again and again to an infinite extent, 
until, by and by, out of the reconstructed elements a 
new organism appears. Therefore, welcome heresy and 
schism! The accidents, as we may call them, that 
generally accompany the process in human society— 
envy, hatred, malice, and all uncharitableness—have 
nothing to do with the divine order of the process itself. 
They are the outcome of the undeveloped mental states 
of those among whom the events are occurring. 

The Homeopathic World probably spreads over a wider 
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area of the globe’s surface than any other journal devoted 
to the cause. Its traditions have always been, befitting 
its name, cosmopolitan. Under our guidance we certainly 
intend this tradition to be maintained; and the object of 
this article is to point out that the fullest freedom for 
individual homeopaths is perfectly compatible with such 
combination as shall secure the greatest possible effect on 
the progress of general therapeutics. In one word it 
is this— Let every homeopathic practitioner develop to the 
extent of his individual gifts the method of practice by 
which he can bring about the greatest number of good 
results , and let him proclaim as emphatically as may 
be the measure of light he has attained. On the other 
hand, let no practitioner deny that another may attain 
good results by a method which is in some way different 
from his own. 

It is ridiculous to expect that any two persons can 
practice any art in identically the same way; but it is not 
ridiculous to ask that rational beings should refrain from 
jeering at one another simply because they do not com¬ 
pass the impossible. It is the negative attitude that 
bars progress; it is the denial to others of the right we 
claim for ourselves that opens the floodgates to all 
uncharitableness, and which has led to the idea that 
uncharitableness and divine schism are one and the same 
thing. 

It is no indolent, laissez faire toleration that we are 
contending for. It requires a healthy and at times a 
strenuous effort of mind to recognise through contending 
emotions and personal feelings the good that may exist 
in those who differ from us. And the curious thing 
is that it is superficial differences that give rise to the 
greatest amount of bitterness and irritation. We have 
known homeopaths get on much better with allopaths 
than with members of their own school holding views 
differing from their own by an almost imperceptible 
shade. We have not the least objection to the frater¬ 
nising of homeopaths with allopaths: on the contrary, 
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we heartily approve of it. Therapeutics is greater than 
homeopathy; and we should be sorry to think that 
there were no remedial possibilities outside the homeo¬ 
pathic uses of drugs. We have no objection to any 
and every allopath making the most of the means he has 
learned to use. The thing we do object to is the very 
same thing we are now writing against in homeopathic 
politics—namely, the negative attitude so many of them 
take up. When they deny the value of the homeopathic 
method we feel called upon to confute the calumny when¬ 
ever it seems worth while to do so. And when the body of 
allopaths would deny to homeopathists the right to practise 
the method they believe in, we are bound to do our utmost 
to make that right secure. At the same time we would 
accord to them the same liberty we demand for ourselves; 
but this is a very different thing from toadying to the 
dominant section. We cannot approve of the sight 
of positive truth paying court to established negation. It 
is not the practice of allopathy that we would interfere 
with, however much we may think it in need of reform, 
but the assumption on the part of its authorities of the 
exclusive right to the words “ scientific ” and “ rational ” 
in therapeutics, and the “ superior-person ” attitude which 
that assumption begets. 

In the same way we should be sorry to bar out any 
section of homeopathic practitioners. We have seen 
admirable results accrue from all classes of homeopathic 
practice, and it is for each practitioner to choose that with 
which he can work to the best advantage. Homeopathy, 
like a microscope, can be used with a coarse or a fine 
adjustment; and it is not a question of right and wrong, 
but a question of which can be used best by any given 
practitioner. What we deprecate is that energy should 
be wasted by one section in denying the right of the other 
to practise as he best can, or denying the possibility of 
his attaining good results. 

We are no sticklers for the use of names. Homeo¬ 
pathy is greater than Hahnemann, as truth is greater 
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than any individual who first sees it. It is a matter of 
little interest to us to inquire whether any given bit of 
homeopathic practice is strictly in accordance with the 
Organon or not, but it is of very great interest to know 
by what means certain results have been brought about. 
One homeopath has no right to condemn his brother’s 
practice because it is not what he would call “ Hahne- 
mannian, ,, any more than the other has a right to 
condemn the first because his practice is not what the 
other regards as “ scientific.” 

We do not profess to have any machine method for 
bringing about the solidarity we plead for. It is a matter 
of development more than anything else; and the develop¬ 
ment of the body will proceed apace when the individual 
members are able to view their own and each other’s work 
in their true relations and apart from personal proclivities. 
After many centuries of conflict the nations of the earth 
are beginning to see the stupidity of indulgence in inter¬ 
national jealousies. As means of inter-communication 
multiply and individuals in distant parts are brought more 
and more into mind-contact with one another we may 
hope that this enlightenment will grow and spread. 

In our own body we have now an annual register con¬ 
taining the names and addresses of almost all the homeo¬ 
pathic practitioners in the world, excluding the United 
States of America. This Directory (which we are glad to 
know is improving in accuracy every year as it receives 
support from all quarters) affords a useful meeting-ground 
in which homeopaths of all parts may know where others 
of the faith are to be found. As one among other external 
means towards achieving the solidarity we plead for, The 
Homeopathic World will continue to give the Directory 
all the support in its power. It is something gained that 
the units have the possibility of knowing each other’s 
whereabouts. If we can but bear in mind that diversity 
of gift is no bar to organic unity, but the very condition 
of it, there is every reason to hope that in the near 
future we may effect the progress in therapeutic methods 
which it is our aim and our duty to bring about. 
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NEWS AND NOTES. 


The Birmingham and Midland Homeopathic 
Hospital. 

We are very glad to learn that homeopathy in Birming¬ 
ham is looking up, and the hospital authorities are proposing 
to make a very important addition to their building, which 
has till now been in an unfinished state, half the frontage 
being improvised out of an old house, and quite unfit for 
hospital purposes. This portion is to be rebuilt, and by 
so doing the authorities intend to add an accident ward, 
three new private wards for isolation cases, an operating 
theatre, staff rooms, accommodation for a second house 
surgeon, as well as new apartments for the present house 
surgeon and matron, and additional accommodation for 
nurses. To accomplish this alteration and addition the 
Committee require the sum of £5,000, of which they 
have, we understand, £2,000 already, exclusive of the 
generous promise of £250 from the Earl of Dysart, on 
condition that the rest of the money is raised by the end 
of the present year. 

We trust some of our readers will help this good cause 
by generous contributions, the Birmingham hospital being 
the most important in the country after London ana 
Liverpool. 


Hahnemann Convalescent Home, Bournemouth. 

The Committee of this institution have issued an appeal 
for £1,000, to be devoted to structural alterations in the 
building. It is proposed to add a second story throughout 
the whole course of the present building, and by this 
means to acquire an addition of seven or eight good 
rooms. A portion of these rooms (two at least) will be 
devoted to the accommodation of the servants, who are at 
present lodged, and inconveniently lodged, in the base¬ 
ment. Another portion will be devoted to the accommo¬ 
dation of an increased number of patients who are 
convalescing from attacks of acute disease; and the 
committee will be thus enabled to retain the first floor 
wards specially for the use of the consumptive patients, 
and to allow these last a larger cubic space of air per 
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bed than hitherto they have been enabled to do. It is 
further proposed to erect on the south front of the house 
a double series of ample balconies, in which the fresh air 
cure may be applied to those phthisical cases which are 
considered likely to benefit thereby. 

The president of the Home, the Earl of Dysart, has 
most generously promised £200 if the balance is made up 
by Christmas next. The sum of £232 Os. lOd. is receiv¬ 
able from the Mayor’s Jubilee Fund, and a further sum 
of £266 18s. has been already raised by contributions. 


The Action of Thuja on the Rectum, and of 
Nitric Acid in Rheumatism. 

We take the liberty of extracting the following inter¬ 
esting item from a private letter from Dr. Ussher, of 
Wandsworth, to ourselves: “ A case of mine, one of rectal 
cancer, has had marked relief both of pain and 
constipation from Thuja 30. Another case, not one of 
cancer, in a lady who suffered from rheumatism and got 
Nitric Acid 12 for constipation, has been relieved of the 
rheumatism—to her surprise and mine until I looked up 
Nitric Add in Hering.” 


Odium Medicum in Tasmania. 

We have received a number of journals from Launceston, 
Tasmania, telling of a gallant fight the homeopaths have 
been carrying on in that town, headed by Dr. Wilkins 
Gutteridge. It has all arisen over a new hospital called 
the 11 Queen Victoria Women’s Hospital,” subscribed for 
by homeopaths and allopaths alike to commemorate the 
Queen’s Jubilee. Naturally, the homeopaths wished to 
have a share of the beds, and one ward was allotted to 
Dr. Gutteridge. Thereupon there were allopathic resig¬ 
nations and refusals to consult, followed by a compromise 
on the ground that Dr. Gutteridge could obtain the assist¬ 
ance of outside practitioners. After a town’s meeting 
had been called the case was given against the homeopathic 
ward, but a good fight has been made and the last has 
not been heard of it. 
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The Alcohol Cube op CanCeb. 

The following interesting note appeared in the Berlin 
.Letter of the Medical Press, October 6th :— 

“ In Virchow's Archiv ., 146, 2, Hr. O. Nasse, Nordhausen, reports 
a series of cases of mammary carcinoma cured by a varying number 
of injections of diluted alcohol. He considers that by such injections 
a kind of experimental cirrhosis is set up analogous to that produced 
by alcohol in the liver. The cases were twenty in number, and taken 
in conjunction with a certain amount of success obtained by other 
observers, by similar means, they are to that extent worthy of note.” 


Harmony and Homeopathy. 

The Phillips Memorial Homeopathic Hospital is very 
fortunate in its musical friends. It may be remembered 
that last year the concert in connection with this excellent 
charity was a brilliant success, and, according to the Bromley 
District Times , November 10th, the concert given on the 
previous Wednesday (November 8th) was no less successful. 
We congratulate the artistes, the concert committee, and 
the hospital on the crowded and enthusiastic audience 
which filled the Bromley Grand Hall. 


An Interesting Insect— Holothyrus Cocc/nella. 

The British Medical Journal of November 13th con¬ 
tains this note. Holothyrus coccinella is well worth a 
proving. 

“A Vesicant Acabus. 

“ M4guin (Bulletin de VAcad, de Mid., August 24, 1897) dwells on 
the remarkable disease observed in China amongst the poor, who eat 
a kind of purslane or arache (atriplex), The skin on exposed parts 
becomes edematous, and itches severely. The symptom has been 
attributed to an acarus which is found on this kind of atriplex. But 
the parasite has not been actually found in any patient. Meguin, how¬ 
ever, believes that the theory about the Chinese disease is correct, for in 
Mauritius there is an acarus known as Holothyrus coccineUa (Gervais), 
which abounds in moss, in the cold and damp highlands of the island. 
Poultry cannot be reared in those districts as the acarus causes fatal 
pharyngitis. Native children suffer in the same manner. Some 
specimens of Holothyrus were sent to Meguin. They were all dead. 
He fixed them by strapping to his forearm. In a few hours they set 
up severe irritation, edema, and prurigo. The live Holothyrus must 
be a powerful irritant to mucous membranes. It measures under 
one-fifth of an inch in length.” 
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Uranium Nitricum again. 

Since the wonderful discovery of Dr. Samuel West 
that Uranium nitricum can sometimes cure diabetes, 
several other allopaths have ventured to follow his 
audacious lead. Among them is Dr. Ebenezer Duncan, 
of Glasgow, who debated on the topic at the recent 
quarterly meeting of the British Medical Association. 
He sums up the result of his experience in this luminous 
fashion (British Medical Journal , October 16th) :— 

“ After careful consideration of all the facts of these cases, I have 
formed the opinion that the diminution of the urine and of the sugar 
in these cases, and the improvement in the weight and in the general 
health and strength of these patients is due to a stimulating effect 
produced by the uranium salt on the sugar-consuming cells of the 
human body. This effect may be either direct or indirect through 
trophic nerve centres.” 

The short discussion which followed strongly brought 
out the sterility of the old-school method of studying 
drug action. 

“ Dr. Tyson (Philadelphia) said that almost twenty years ago he 
first used Nitrate of Uranium in the smaller doses recommended at 
that day, not exceeding two grains three times a day. Then he met 
Dr. West’s paper, and was much impressed with it, and immediately 
placed several cases upon the drug. After what seemed to him a fair 
trial he had discontinued it as failing of its purpose. He had not, 
however, been able to increase the dose beyond 5 grains three times a 
day, because of its producing looseness of the bowels. He noted that 
Dr. Duncan reached a dose of fiteen grains three times a day. In one 
bad case attended by stubborn constipation he had given it without 
producing the effect he hoped for, namely, the relief of constipation. 
This case subsequently died. 

“ Dr. Saundby also thought he had satisfied himself seventeen or 
eighteen years ago of the uselessness of Uranium nitrate , but the 
remarkable paper of Dr. West led him to reconsider the question, and 
he had placed a large number of patients on this remedy in doses 
extending up to thirty grains daily. As a result of this experience 
he regretted to have to conclude that in Uranium nitrate we have 
no specific for the treatment of diabetes.” 


Coffee-blindness. 

The following appeared in the New England Medical 
Gazette of October:— 

“ Coffee-blindness.— Dr. Snaitken says: ‘ It is a well-known fact 
that the Moors are inveterate coffee-drinkers, especially the merchants, 
who sit in their bazaars and drink coffee continually during the day. 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



Ho^thicWoHcL] NEWS AND NOTES. 


537 


It has been noticed that almost invariably when these coffee-drinkers 
reach the age of forty or forty-five their eyesight begins to fail, and 
by the time they get to be fifty years old they become blind. One is 
forcibly impressed by the number of blind men that are seen about 
the streets of the city of Fez, the capital of Morooco. It is inva¬ 
riably attributed to the excessive use of coffee.'— Appleton'* Popular 
Scientific Monthly." 


Gelsemium — Leading Features. 

Here we have an excellent survey of Gelsemium, charac¬ 
teristics :— 

“Gklsbmium Sbmpbbvirbns.—D r. Hengstebeck, of Leipzig, sums 
up as of greatest practical importance the following indications for 
QeUemium :— 

“ 1. Paralysis of the eyelid (sinking down of the upper eyelid). 

“ 2. Diplopia, paralysis of the muscles of the eyes (both caused by 
paralysis of the nervus oculo-motorius). 

“ 8. Paralysis after diphtheria. 

“ 4. Paralysis of the vocal ligaments (paralysis of the nervus laryn- 
geus infer). 

“5. Difficulty in deglutition (paralysis of the rami pharyngei of the 
nervus vagus). 

“ 6. Headache, extending from the neck over the head into the eye 
(similar to that of Cimidfuga) y with characteristic mental symptoms; 
at times megrim. 

“7. Diseases of the male and female sexual organs; impotence, 
incipient gonorrhea, rigidity of os uteri during parturition, menstrual 
troubles. 

“8. Professional ailments (professional neuroses—cramps from, 
writing and from playing the violin).— S. A. Journal Homeopathy .— 
Netv England Medical Gazette" 


Two Curious Symptoms — Physostzgma and 
Nat rum Phos. 

A discussion on a paper by Dr. T. F. Allen, “ On the 
Critical Examination of Symptomatology/* is reported in 
the October number of the American Medical Monthly , 
in the course of which the two following interesting 
experiences are related :— 

Dr. Hiram L. Chase, Cambridge port, Mass.— I am greatly 
interested in the subject. When I was a young man we made a 
great many provings. I was compelled to give up the proving of 
remedies for personal reasons: in proving a dozen remedies I would 
get the same symptoms. It was personal with me and worth nothing 
to the materia medica. Many a time those personal symptoms are 
introduced into the materia medica and form a part and portion of it, 
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but for the cure of a patient they are good for nothing. We some¬ 
times, however, get very peculiar symptoms, and, if genuine, they axe 
of great moment. In the proving of Physostigma many years ago 
I experienced a severe pain in the right popliteal space—a very severe 
pain. Fortunately I had a case of the same kind ten years later, 
which yielded quickly to a prescription based on this single symptom; 
I should have thought it good for nothing. The clinical experience 
was confirmatory of that proving. I advise every single man here to 
prove a remedy. If you have a case which corresponds you will have 
the proof in your own mind. 

“ Dr. Chas. Mohr, Philadelphia, Pa.—I should like to endorse the 
sentiments of Dr. Chase, as I have always taken the position that the 
best thing a student can do is to engage in the proving of drugs old 
or new, so they would not use them empirically. I had an experience 
similar to that of Dr. Chase when I proved Natrum Phos. under the 
direction of the late Dr. Farrington. After being under the influence 
of the drug for some time, not knowing what it was, I experienced 
much itching at the ankle joints, with an eczematous eruption. 
Associated with these objective symptoms there were a number of 
subjective ones. I was in fear, very similar to that fear mentioned 
last night as attributable to Natrum Mur. I take everything pretty 
calmly, but, while under the influence of the drug, I could not get rid, 
especially at night, of the idea that something would happen. I would 
waken frequently to see if everything was all right. There was an 
undefinable headache, with some nausea, some indigestion and some 
defect of vision with dilatation of one pupil, which did not react as 
promptly as did the other one. The symptoms finally passed off, but 
required an antidote, given under Dr. Farrington’s directions, which 
proved to be Sepia . A couple of years later I had a patient who, 
among other symptoms, had some visual disturbance, and when the 
headache was worse and vision most disturbed, he had sense of fear, 
especially at night, and an eruption about the ankles which began 
with itching. I gave him Natrum Phos. 6x, and that was the end of 
his sufferings. If I had not made the proving I probably should not 
have been able to make the cure. That is the way the materia medica 
of the past has been built up—from personal experience.” 


Our January Number. 

Dr. Cooper has promised us a further contribution on 
arborivital medicine, including some interesting observa¬ 
tions on Oleander. The first instalment of Dr. Hughes’ 
Repertory to the Cyclopedia of Drug Pathogenesy has 
been issued, and we shall notice it next month. This is 
a work of very great importance in several respects, and 
a review of it will involve an examination of the canons 
of criticism set up by Dr. Hughes and his school of the 
homeopathic materia medica. 
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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


ARBOBIYITAL TREATMENT : GENERAL PARA¬ 
LYSIS OF THE INSANE. 

By Robert T. Cooper, M.A., M.D. 

Towards the close of November of last year I was sent 
for to see the son of an old patient of mine, long since gone 
to his rest, whose long career as editor of the Illustrated 
Missionary News made him a man of mark, and well 
remembered to this day by many. 

The son, aged 46, was at this time a candidate for the 
Incurable Home at Streatham, and on the canvassing 
ticket was this description of his case: “ Suffering from 
rheumatic arthritis, rendering all his limbs useless. He 
has a wife and eight children, five under fourteen years 
of age. He has been engaged as colporteur and missionary 
pastor in Western America and in England,” &c. 

The case, then, is a well-known one, and admits of no 
doubt whatever as to its distressing nature, whatever 
difference of opinion there may be as to its nomenclature. 

The following were the notes I took of his case when 
coming under me, 19th of November, 1896 :— 

Two and a half years ago, when working at a desk that 
required his writing while standing up, and during a time 
of great mental unrest, he found the tendo Achillis on 
both sides gradually drawing up until he had to stand 
almost on tiptoe; this and other symptoms developed so 
rapidly that in two days after he was completely invalided. 
Since then he has been going on from bad to worse, 
gradually getting weaker but without suffering any pain 
except when interfered with by forcible stretching, &c., 
as has been adopted among the various remedial means 
resorted to. Before these symptoms set in he had been 
feeling very well and had walked a fair distance in the 
country three days previously to the drawing up of the 
feet. In his present state he lies completely powerless in 
bed; he sits up a little during the day, but the chief 
trouble is with the bowels, which are too free, and both 
urine and stools were passed unconsciously in sleep, which 
occasions his attendants much trouble. The muscles of 
the body are much dwindled and very feeble, the joints 
look large, but more, it would seem to me, from the ends 
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of the bones being prominent, owing to emaciation of 
adjoining structures than from actual joint swelling. 
His appetite is ravenous; there is no thirst, and the water 
is clear. 

Tactile sensation and knee jerks present. 

As the patient could not properly describe his history 
and his symptoms, often dropping off in the middle of his 
sentences, which were often incoherent and his speech 
thick, I asked his attendant to furnish particulars, which 
run thus: “ November 27, 1896, J. H. P., aged 46 ; until 
about two and a half years ago enjoyed perfect health, 
with the exception of an annual attack of hay fever 
and a sort of a fit he had four or five years ago, which the 
doctor attributed to indigestion. A total abstainer from 
childhood and a non-smoker, he used to say his good 
health was his fortune. 

“ His present disease was preceded by six months’ 
intense anxiety, when he was out of a situation and had 
a wife and seven children to support, and another expected. 

“ It first showed itself in his feet, more especially the 
right, with slight swelling and feverishness and intense 
pain in the part affected. He used laughingly to tell us 
he had flatulence in his feet, for each time the soles of his 
feet were pressed he used to discharge wind through his 
mouth. 

“ All his joints were in turn attacked in the same way, 
the spot in most pain being always partially relieved by 
pressure, which caused the ejection of wind. After a few 
months the muscles of his right leg became contracted. 
About this time he became an in-patient of the West 
London Hospital. Here they forced his leg straight and 
put on a splint. After suffering many things of many 
doctors he returned home, but was soon sent to the Mild- 
may Cottage Hospital, where the same leg was put up in 
plaster of Paris. 

“ He became gradually more helpless, and after a few 
hours without movement every limb would seem as if 
locked in a vice, and only by much perseverance and great 
pain could he move them at all. 

“ Soon after leaving Mildmay Hospital he was taken to 
King’s College Hospital, but had to endure so much from 
the forcing of the limbs and the taking of medicine, which 
seemed to increase his sufferings, that he refused the 
medicine and was dismissed. 
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“ After this, during this last summer, a doctor at Mort- 
lake attended him, and he somewhat improved and was 
able to take daily drives in a bath-chair, and some hope 
was entertained of his recovery. But he became worse 
again, and as the doctor was going out of town he sent 
him to the Westminster Hospital, where he remained ten 
or eleven weeks, until removed home a fortnight ago. At 
Westminster they tried the electric battery—which caused 
him dreadful suffering—massage, and sulphur bandages 
besides; according to the House Surgeon, trying every 
drug they had got. When he had been at the hospital a 
few weeks some diarrhea set in, and he has never been 
quite free from it since. During this time they gave him 
at least two ounces of brandy a day. After this he 
rather suddenly regained partial use of his limbs, and 
his pains almost entirely left him, but a few days after 
his brain became affected. At times he did not even 
know his own wife, imagined the place full of demons, 
&c., &c., and made two or three attempts to take his life. 
But directly we told him we were going to take him to 
his mother’s it had a quieting effect upon him, and since 
he has been here we have had no trouble of this sort, but 
on the least excitement he becomes talkative, says strange 
things, and cannot sleep. 

“He almost constantly has an unnatural craving for 
food. Perhaps I should also add the sight of his right 
eye has become dim.” 

On November 19,1896,1 gave Arbutus Andrachne $A., 
and now, on November 27th, the above letter goes on to 
say: “ Since taking your powder these symptoms have 
remained the same, but his joints are rather less rigid, 
but without strength to use them. The first day or two 
he slept better, and seemed drowsy all day.” 

The same dose was then repeated, and on November 30th 
the report came in—“ More sleepy, but seems weak, and 
stools and urine pass unconsciously.” A dose of Lobelia 
was then given without effecting any noticeable change, 
so that on December 2nd I selected Stramonium 0 A . lor 
him as being altogether better indicated. From this 
moment he seemed to steadily improve, and on Decem¬ 
ber 4th I learned that he no longer soiled his bed; his 
brain as well as his whole body became stronger; he 
began to sit up and to improve every day until the end of 
December, when, having been elected to the Home for 


Digitized by AjOOQle 



542 


ARBORIVITAL TREATMENT. rHomeo^hic Wcjrid. 

L Dec. 1,1897. 


Incurables, he was taken there. My notes of his case 
run thus : December 9th.—Urinates freely and perspires 
freely, but still wets his bed; stools six times in 
twenty-four hours, but is conscious and gives warning; 
feels very much better. Nil. December 16th.— 
Stronger, skin no longer perspiring, urine passes 
freely and naturally, takes food well, is putting on flesh, 
sleep good, bowels confined. Nil. December 23rd.— 
Sat up for the first time for breakfast for 2J years. Nil. 
December 28th.—Sits up well in his chair every day, and 
is in every way stronger in mind and in body. It was on 
this day (December 28th) I sent a second time Stramon . 
<p A., as he had to leave the following day. For a week 
after entering the Home he continued to make rapid 
progress. Then he began to get sleepless, and in conse¬ 
quence a soporific— Morphia , I believe it was—was given 
him. Whether, in consequence of this or not, I am not 
prepared to say, but in a day or two after his mind 
became entirely unhinged, and he had to be taken away 
to an insane asylum. From this time till last Saturday 
I heard nothing whatever of him, and then, October 
30th, received the following letter, which speaks for itself, 
from his mother:— 


Lancaster Road, W., 

“ October 30, 1897. 

“ My dear Dr. C., — I ought to have written to you a 
month or two ago to tell you how much better my son 
H. was. He has been quite right in his mind for eight 
months, and has gained strength of body and 2 stone J lb. 
in weight; he has the use of his hands and arms, but 
can’t stand or walk ; he came here from the Asylum last 
Thursday fortnight.” 

And the letter goes on: “I have no doubt that we 
are much indebted to you and to your medicine for the 
improvement commenced before he left here ; he is able 
to sit up all day now.—Yours truly obliged, 

“A. P. 

This man is now able to earn a livelihood by oil- 
painting—an art in which he had showed some dexterity 
before his illness, but which at the time of my first 
seeing him had been completely lost. He keeps on view 
sketches he did from time to time in his illness, and 
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which look more like the feeble efforts of a child than 
the serious execution of an artist. My justification for 
terming the case one of general paralysis of the insane rather 
than rheumatic arthntis is obvious from the narration 
of the patient’s sufferings from the very beginning, and 
from the general drift of the symptoms. The patient at 
present is in every way well, except that the lower limbs 
are paralysed and that occasionally he is seized with 
sudden cramping up of the whole body. 

There is every reason to suppose he will never again 
see the inside of a lunatic asylum, and I have great 
reason to hope that even his limbs will regain power; 
but whether or not, the influence of Stramonium , when 
allowed to act in a manner that is in accordance with the 
workings of Nature, illustrated as it most certainly is by 
this case, is a sufficient justification for publication of the 
case at this early stage of its progress. Stramonium was 
called for by the general painlessness that prevailed 
throughout the body as well as by the character of the 
weakness and of the mental disturbance. 

30a, George Street, Hanover Square, W. 

3rd November, 1897. 


FOLLICULAR PHARYNGITIS AND SEWER-GAS. 

By Chas. E. Waddington, M.R.C.S. Eng., L.R.C.P. Lond. 

Some years ago, having a number of cases of sore 
throat with the well-known white patches covering the 
tonsils, some of them so very severe that it was difficult 
to say they were not of a diphtheritic nature, I was led 
to test the drains of the houses in which the patients 
lived. 

In every case I found them faulty and sewer-gas enter¬ 
ing the house, and have since tested the drainage in 
dozens of similar cases with a like result, always finding 
sewer-gas entering the house ; but when the sewer pipes 
and ventilators were made efficient no recurrence of the 
disease occurred. 

I generally find the defect due to inefficiently-made 
joints where the soil-pipe enters the ground, or the 
ventilator opens close to the attic or bedroom windows, 
or, as in some cases, terminates at the slates, the sew r er- 
gas thereby entering through the false roof or attic window. 
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The pot pipes should be united, not by clay , as I have 
generally found, but by cement , as by the former method 
there is invariably a tilting of the pipe at the joint, with 
a deposit of black sludge under the pipes, and a free 
leak of gas and liquid sewage draining into the basement, 
showing its presence by damp walls, with plenteous crops 
of mould in some cases. 

One instance I well remember, where such a crop of 
dark green and golden yellow mould existed, beautiful as 
an object for the microscope, but upon the walls of a 
cellar in which food was stored most objectionable to 
contemplate. In many cases the only source of sewer- 
gas entering the house has been through the ventilating 
shaft, the servants generally being the first attacked. I 
have always insisted that the ventilating shaft should be 
carried to the ridge of the roof as far away as possible 
from windows and chimney openings, and have after¬ 
wards found a complete cessation from sore throat of the 
follicular variety. The making of cement joints is very 
trying to the hands of the workmen, and unless they are 
thoroughly made to understand it must be done they 
prefer making the iclay joints, which are most unstable. 
By oiling the hands previously the effect of the cement 
would be much mitigated. 

I find by far the most delicate test is Kingzett’s drain- 
tester, or Banner’s, used with a composition grenade; 
they both emit the same gas of a very penetrating odour. 
This is a much more delicate test than the smoke-test. 

I have on several occasions located a fault by Kingzett’s 
or Banner’s tester where the smoke-test failed. For a 
coarse fault the smoke-test no doubt is efficient. King¬ 
zett’s test requires using with great care or is liable to 
mislead. 

As to treatment of these throats. 

Formerly I used Mercurius Biniodide , and they did 
well; Kali Bichrom. No. 1 centesimal did even better; 
but latterly, on supposition of the diphtheritic origin of 
the disease, I have used Mercurius Cyanatus with complete 
success. 

Follicular pharyngitis is a mild disease often, but some¬ 
times, and almost as often, it is more severe, affecting the 
general health, and, like a common cold when neglected, 
may eventually lead to something worse. May not the 
great demand for scraping the posterior pharyngeal wall 
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with excision of the tonsils be due to our present neces¬ 
sity of living so much in towns where their atmosphere 
is vitiated by the sewer ventilation, causing frequent mild 
attacks of sore throats which get neglected ? 

I know it is so, for I have found that in not one or two 
cases only, but in many, Mercurius Gyanatus is very 
effectual in children for that same condition. 

I thought this matter might interest some other of my 
fellow-practitioners, not that sewer-gas as a possible 
cause of this form of throat is not admitted, but that 
having practically located it as a cause in very many, and 
the absolute cessation of complaint of recurrence after 
removing this cause, I am led to think that, given pure 
air to live in, throats of the acute follicular type would not 
occur, and would materially diminish the ever-increasing 
chronic follicular pharyngitis for which the aid of surgery 
is so readily sought, which does not always permanently 
cure, although no one would question its temporary 
success. 

2, Marlboro’ Eoad, Manningham, Bradford. 


NOTES FROM SOUTH AFRICA. 

By G. M. 

Attenuation and Dose. 

I have been much struck by the great diversity of 
opinion as to the question of the attenuation in which a 
medicine should be used. I have always felt disappointed 
at the results, and the helplessness of the tone of the 
discussions on the question. When one advocates low, 
medium, or high attenuations, he never appears to know 
why , and if the best attenuation of each drug and each 
patient is only arrived at by experiment, it will take a 
long time to settle anything. 

My theory is roughly as follows :— 

1. That to cure, the dose must not be too much for the 
reactive power of the diseased organism. 

2. That the longer a condition of disease exists in the 
system the less the reactive power. (Probably caused by 
the body adapting itself to altered conditions or becoming 
tolerant to them, or a deadening of the diseased parts.) 

35 
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3. Where the reactive power is small the high attenua¬ 
tions act best. 

4. In acute diseases the low attenuations may act as 
well, but rarely better than the high. 

5. In abnormal mental conditions—neuralgias, and 
where no septic conditions exist—the higher the attenua¬ 
tion the better, and if the remedy is correctly selected, 
one dose ought to cure. 

Where a remedy is given in a low attenuation it pro¬ 
bably attenuates itself in the body, and thus, a week or 
more afterwards, it may cure. 

This is very shortly and imperfectly stated, and I don’t 
suppose there is anything new in it, but a working hypo¬ 
thesis is wanted, and I feel sure that when the “dose” 
and “ dynamisation ” question is settled it will be some¬ 
what on the lines I have indicated. The present great 
-diversity of opinion is, I think, an obstruction to the 
spread of homeopathy. 

Be the Use of Variolinum in Small-pox. 

I have not had an opportunity of trying the curative 
powers of Variolinum , but as a preventive I am quite 
satisfied it is a success. 

Quite recently there were a few cases of small-pox at 
Umtata, South Africa, among the white inhabitants. (It 
. has been prevalent among the natives all over the district 
for some time.) Three families were infected. In two it 
“ went through the house.” The third family were per¬ 
sonal friends of mine, and I saw the case before the 
district surgeon. 

I immediately gave three pilules of Var. 6 to the mother 
and to each of the other children, and subsequently to 
several friends of the family The son was removed to 
an insolated hospital with his mother to nurse him, where 
he was dangerously ill for about a month, but neither the 
mother nor any other member of the family took it. 

A supply of fresh lymph was sent up by the Govern¬ 
ment, and nearly every one was vaccinated, but in the cases 
of all those who had taken the Variolinum it would not 
take , although it was repeated. I had taken a dose of Far. 
myself, and in order to further test it I presented myself 
for vaccination (I had been vaccinated about thirty years 
ago), but although four thorough inoculations were given. 
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they healed up immediately, and did not even itch or 
smart. 

I need scarcely say I had no chance of treating the case 
homeopathically, as all such diseases must be notified to 
the district surgeon; but could I have done so, I feel sure 
my friend would have been saved a fortnight at least of 
his illness; and his face would not have been, as it is now, 
disfigured for life. 


MATERIA MEDICA MISCELLANY. 

By J. R. P. Lambebt, M.D. 

Cerefolius in Dropsy. —Dr. W. H. Fanning highly 
recommends this dru^ in cases of dropsy, for which he 
regards it as a specific, having used it in a number of 
bad cases. For scarlatina (presumably scarlatinal dropsy?) 
it has no equal. As regards the dose he gives in some 
cases of dropsy the mother tincture, and in some the first 
or second dilution, which seem to act better. He has 
used as much as forty drops of the tincture in a glass half 
full of water and a teaspoonful every hour. For Bright’s 
disease he gives ten drops of the first dilution in water 
four times a day ; for cystitis he has always used the 
mother tincture, twenty drops in half a glassful of water 
and a teaspoonful for a dose.— Horn. News . 

Oxydendron in Dropsy .—The following interesting case 
illustrating the action of another unusual drug is recorded 
by Dr. M. E. Douglas :— 

“ On the 4th of October, 1896, I was called to see Mrs. 
G. M. H. I found her suffering with general anasarca; 
abdomen, feet and legs, face, left arm and hand enor¬ 
mously swollen. She gave me the following history. 
Last March she had the measles and was given the ice 
treatment. Ice was kept upon the head; nothing but ice- 
cold drinks and food were allowed. She recovered from 
the measles, but not from the ice treatment. She com¬ 
plained of general lassitude and aching pains. In July 
she began to swell in the abdomen. Although she called 
in her former physician, she continued to grow worse. 
He pronounced her trouble to be disease of the heart, 
kidneys, and fiver, and told her there was no help for her. 

“When she consulted me the urine was nearly suppressed, 
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but contained but very little albumen. . Menstruation 
suppressed since August. Great difficulty of breathing 
even when sitting. Could not lie down on account of 
breathing. Was compelled to sit in a chair, with feet in 
another chair. My first prescription was Apoc. can. She 
grew steadily worse, and I tried several remedies selected 
according to symptoms, but nothing relieved her. The 
skin on legs burst in several places, and I decided to tap 
the abdomen for present relief. But before doing this I 
gave Oxydendron. I put one drachm of the mother tinc¬ 
ture in a gobletful of water, and gave three teaspoonfuls 
every three hours. In forty-eight hours the breathing 
was better, and the urine increased in quantity. I kept 
her steadily upon the Oxydendron with the exception of 
three days, when erysipelas set in on left leg, which was 
controlled with Rhus tox. On the tenth day she lay down 
on the bed and slept three hours. Appetite increased, 
and to-day, less than two months from the time I first 
saw her, and about one month from the commencement 
of the Oxydendron , she shows no trace of dropsy; feels 
perfectly well, but is greatly emaciated.’*— Southern 
Journal of Horn. 

Thlaspi Bursa Pastoris in Dropsy .—Another interesting 
case of dropsy is recorded by Dr. R. M. Lewis. The patient, 
a lady thirty-four years of age, mother of four children from 
three to ten years old. Her labours had all been normal 
and she always enjoyed good health till six months pre¬ 
viously, when swelling of the abdomen commenced, which 
was diagnosed as ovarian tumour by six old-school prac¬ 
titioners. Dr. Lewis found the patient enormously 
swollen from chin to toes, but could discover no tumour. 
The urine was very scanty, less than a pint in twenty-four 
hours, of almost brick-dust colour, and odour resembling 
horse’s urine. He gave Arsenicum and Apis without relief, 
and after consultation told the friends she could only live 
a few days. The pulse was 140, respiration 53. 

As a last resource he gave Thlaspi $ every 3 hrs. and 
discontinued all other medication. Improvement set in at 
once and in six weeks she could wear her ordinary clothing 
and do her own work.— Horn. News. 

[In this case the state of the urine was a good indication 
for Thlaspi , and it was given through reading the record of 
the cure of a case of dropsy which resembled this one only 
in the character of the urine.] 
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Sepia in Whooping-cough. —Dr. T. S. Turner mentions 
an aggravated case of whooping-cough in a child of nine 
months which had got worse daily till the second week, 
when it seemed a most hopeless one. The indication for 
Sepia was that each spell of coughing seemed as if it 
must be the last owing to a temporary cessation of respira¬ 
tion. Sepia 6x made a “ most brilliant cure.’* 

When this peculiar cough is met with Sepia 'will not 
disappoint us.— Med. Cent. 

Sticta in Rheumatism. —Dr. Elias C. Price recommends 
Sticta in certain cases of acute rheumatism. In chronic 
cases it is useless. He has often noticed when using it in 
acute rheumatism a spot of inflammation over the affected 
joint resembling the hectic cheek of phthisis. This symp¬ 
tom he regards as an indication for this drug. 

He mentions a case of a boy, aged seven, suffering from 
acute rheumatism of one knee, ankle, toes, wrists, and 
fingers, with valvular disease from a previous attack. 
There was pain and stiffness of the joints with inflammation 
and redness. He first gave A con. and Sulph.; next day he 
was no better; whereupon he gave ten drops of Sticta lx 
in half a glass of water, a teaspoonful every hour. The 
following day there was considerable effusion into the 
knee-joint, but otherwise the boy was better. The medi¬ 
cine was continued, and in two days the fluid had all dis¬ 
appeared and the patient was much better, and nine days 
later dismissed cured.— Am. Horn. 


A NAT. MUR. CASE. 

[We are indebted to a correspondent for the following interesting 
observation.—E d.] 

I think I mentioned to you some weeks ago that I had 
given my sister a few doses of Nat. Mur 30, and that they 
were followed by aggravation. The result, however, was 
a striking cure. Most of the symptoms were not only 
very distressing, but several years old, and complicated 
with after-effects of an attack of influenza some years ago. 
The medicine brought on “ violent pains in the head and 
the most dreadful shakiness and weakness.” This access 
of pain passed off and left the head “as before,” and 
curiously, although nearly all the other symptoms have 
disappeared, the head is still the only part not quite right. 
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As the aggravation was principally felt in the head, I 
expected a complete cure. Among a list of symptoms 
cured, the most striking are the following :— 

Chronic rheumatic or neuralgic pains all over. 

Pains in the back like lightning. Great sensitiveness to 
touch. Cannot bear any one to touch her about the back, 
however lightly. 

Neuralgia, and severe neuralgic pain in hip. 

Sensation as if soles of feet were very thick . 

Burning in soles of feet and hands. 

Cannot touch her violin ; the vibration goes right 
through her, &c., &c. 

All these symptoms disappeared. There is a great 
change in her appearance, and she describes herself as a 
new person. 


A CASE OF CHRONIC ECZEMA. 

By L. Nabain Mookerjee. 

The gist of the case was as follows: Mr. V., a 
young man of about twenty, still continuing student 
life, applied to me to treat him for a skin affection, from 
which he had been suffering for the last three years 
or more. He had been, he said, to doctors all over the 
place, but could derive no benefit at all. For the last 
two months he had been using Cuticura soap, prescribed 
by his last medical adviser, but that too gave him no 
relief. His suffering was quite unbearable and life had 
become a burden to him. I examined him very closely, 
and found him covered all over wjth an eczematous 
eruption in different degrees of development. The whole 
skin appeared to be a mass of corruption and the dis¬ 
charges therefrom remarkably offensive. In fact, I had 
never seen a worse case. I put him many questions about 
his previous health, family history, and other necessary 
information required for my guidance in the successful 
treatment of his case, but he could not—rather would 
not, as I afterwards came to learn—reply to my satisfaction, 
so that I had to draw my own conclusions and conduct the 
treatment mostly on symptomatic indications. Being a» 
very firm believer in Hahnemann’s three great divisions 
of the sources of chronic diseases as taught by him in his 
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Organon of the Healing Art and Chronic Diseases 
—viz., syphilis, sycosis, and psora, I took the present 
case as one of psoric origin, most probably modified by a 
mercurio-syphilitic taint, and selected my remedies from 
among the list of antipsoric and anti-mercurio-syphilitic 
medicines. The patient was given Sulph . 30, 200, Sepia 
30, 200, Psorinum 200, Lyco. 30, 200, Hepar Sulph. 200, 
and lastly Aurum Mur . 6. The medicines were given in 
the order stated here, and administered in single doses 
of each, of course with a necessary intercurrent placebo, 
allowing each dose to act from two to three weeks. 
Signs of improvement were manifest about three 
weeks after commencing the treatment, and under the 
action of each of the above medicines the patient made 
a steady progress, with the exception of Psorinum , after 
the exhibition of which an eruption of a very peculiar 
kind—and I do not know how to give it a name—about 
the size of millet seeds filled in with watery serum, 
appeared, but which subsided of itself in about a week 
and a half. Thus, after a prolonged treatment of about 
ten months, the patient was about to be discharged cured, 
when I heard the whole family history of the patient 
from Mr. S., who asked me how I could cure a case of 
hereditary leprosy, which prompted me to conclude the case 
with a course of Aurum Mur . I was told by Mr. S., a 
gentleman of unquestionable veracity, also a very close 
neighbour as well as teacher of the patient, that his (the 
patient’s) father had had leprosy, and a few years ago 
died of that fell disease ; and not only he (the patient, 
Mr. V.), but his brothers and sisters as well are more or less 
suffering from its effects, and it has also visited even the 
children of the latter—that is, the nephews of the patient 
—one of whom, a very fine-looking boy of about eight 
years, suffering from large patches of leucoderma and 
unhealthy ulcers on the lower extremities, was subse¬ 
quently placed under my treatment, and who was consider¬ 
ably benefited by a course of Hepar Sulphuris Calcareum. 

Now, to my mind, this was undoubtedly a case of 
highly developed psora combined with mercury and 
syphilitic miasm, otherwise the above-named remedies, 
by the agency of which a cure was wrought, administered 
specially in such high potencies and in single doses, would 
have been quite out of place. As for the cure of the 
patient there is no doubt, because the eruptions healed 
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without leaving any scar whatever, which I always 
consider in skin affections as a sign of radical cure. As 
leprosy is a term very vaguely applied by the people here 
to any kind of unhealthy ulcers which refuse to heal and 
bring on a general cachexia on account of a higher degree 
of blood contamination, and also as it is not the less true 
that most of the leprosy cases have their origin from 
syphilis (a disease frightfully common here and which 
well accounts for the increased number of lepers in this 
place) or mercurio-syphilitic miasm, the father of the 
patient might have had and died from disease originating 
from some such causes. 

Waltair, India, October 6, 1897. 


WALLFLOWER AND FOUR-O’CLOCK-FLOWER. 

By Ferbum. 

Mr. E. C. White speaks of the efficacy of Wallflower 
and Four-o’clock-flower in La Grippe. I wondered what 
old authors said, but can find very little about either. 
Speaking of the Wallflower ( Cheiranthus Cheiri ), Loudon 
says, “Being acrid, it is sometimes sown in pastures, 
along with parsley, thyme, &c., as a preventative of the 
rot in sheep.” An old name for it was Banwort, which 
seems to have meant bonewort rather than banewort. 
Culpepper recommends the yellow variety for “obstruc¬ 
tions, after-birth, liver, spleen, weakness, dislocations , 
sinews, gout,” &c. Of the Four-o’clock-flower (GUno- 
thera biennis) Loudon says. “ The roots, eaten after 
meals, are incentives to wine-drinking, as olives are.” 
According to Dr. Nute, quoted in the E?wyclopedia, its 
effect appears to be simply a paralysing one. 

In reference to another of our native plants, the 
Woman's Signal says: “Dr. George D. Pollock, at St. 
George’s Hospital, impressed upon the students the 
importance of considering temperament in dealing with 
patients, and strongly urged upon them the necessity of 
having regard to idiosyncrasies. Among other illustra¬ 
tions, he mentioned the case of a man who could not eat 
gooseberries without a certain rash manifesting itself. 
One day this gentleman was at a fashionable dinner-party, 
and soon after the champagne had been handed round, 
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he pulled up his sleeves and showed a friend that par¬ 
ticular rash appearing; the rash in this case revealing 
the origin of the fashionable champagne! ” 


MYRICA CERIFERA . 

By Frederick Kopp, Greenwich, N.S.W. 

IY.—The Analogues of Myrica. 

{Concluded fromp. 517.) 

M yrica cerifera is analogous to several important and 
well-known homeopathic drugs. 

It is analogous to Asarum canadense (Wild Ginger), as 
it has the symptoms of “ severe coryza and the head¬ 
ache/’ consequent from suppressed nasal catarrh, peculiar 
to that drug. 

It is analogous to Eryngium aquaticum (Button Snake 
Hoot), Eryngium having the symptoms: 4 4 Feeling as if 
there were a lump in the throat; nausea, and inclination 
for stool; tenesmus during stool; pains, of a dull, drag¬ 
ging character in the lumbar region; seminal emissions at 
night; scanty urine, and of a dark colour.” 

It is analogous to Eupatorium aromaticum (White 
Snake Boot), that drug having the following somewhat 
similar symptoms : 4 4 Great restlessness at night; irrita¬ 
bility; and stomatitis (aphthous).” 

It is analogous to Cornus drcinata (Bound-leaved Dog¬ 
wood) , as witness the following symptoms, characteristic 
of that drug : 44 Drowsiness ; great depression of spirits ; 
indifference to everything; inability to concentrate the 
mind for any length of time on one subject; pain in the 
head, aggravated on stooping or by motion; rush of blood 
to the head ; headache, with drowsiness; yellowness of 
the eyes (of the conjunctivae) ; heaviness in the eyes ; 
tongue covered with a yellowish coating; aphthae of the 
mouth; stomatitis (aphthous); nausea, and great desire 
for acids; coryza (in the morning); nausea and eructa¬ 
tions ; feeling of faintness in the bowels; griping pains 
in the region of the umbilicus; tenesmus at stool; much 
accumulation of flatulence in the bowels; urging to stool 
with but little result; griping pains in the bowels accom¬ 
panied with much rumbling ; scanty urine; pain, of a dull 
character, in the small of the back ; persistent itching of 
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the skin; feverish feeling, alternating with chills; great 
drowsiness during the day.” 

It is analogous to Hydrastis canadensis (Golden Seal) ; 
Hydrastis having the following symptoms: “ Headache, 
with aching pains in the small of the back; accumulation 
of tenacious mucus in the nose; yellow coating on the 
tongue ; stomatitis; covering of the whole buccal cavity 
with a tenacious coating, difficult to detach; aphthae of 
the mouth; ulceration of the fauces; acidity of the 
stomach ; light-coloured stools; tenesmus during stool; 
great rumbling in the bowels; tickling cough; dull, 
aching pain in the lumbar region; pain in the small of 
the back.” 

It is analogous to Chelidonium majus (Great Celandine), 
which has the following symptoms resembling those of 
Myrica cerifera : “ Great depression of spirits ; inability 
to fix the mind on one subject; irritability of temper; 
aching pain in both temples; vertigo; headache, with 
throbbing of the temporal arteries; rush of blood to the 
head; sensation as if there were sand in the eyes; yellow¬ 
ness of the eyes; ringing in the ears; coryza; yellowness 
of the skin of the face; dryness of the mouth ; rough 
feeling in the throat; a feeling as if there were a foreign 
substance lodged in the throat; eructations and heart¬ 
burn ; dull pain in the region of the liver ; jaundice ; 
feeling as if there were going to be a stool; great accumu¬ 
lation of flatulence; frequent rumbling; clay-coloured 
stools, destitute of bile; dark-coloured urine; tickling 
cough; cough, with profuse expectoration; audible beat¬ 
ing of the heart; pain in the back of the neck; pain 
under left scapula,; coldness of the lower extremities; 
burning in the soles of the feet; yellowness of the skin 
of the entire body ; pulse reduced to sixty and fifty beats 
per minute; great drowsiness, falling asleep in the day¬ 
time, while sitting down ; great restlessness at night, and 
hideous dreams; sleeplessness; exhilaration of the 
nervous system and preventing sleep.” 

It is analogous to Chimaphila umbellata (Prince’s 
Pine) in the “ scantiness of the urine.” 

It is analogous to Helonias dioica (False Unicom) in 
the following symptoms : 4 4 Disposition to find fault; 
rumbling in the bowels ; sensation as if diarrhea were 
coming on ; great irritability ; eructations.” 

It is analogous to Fagopyrum esculentum (Buckwheat) 
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in the following characteristic symptoms : “ Irritability; 
sensation as if there were sand in the eyes ; coryza; dry¬ 
ness of the mouth ; offensive breath and foul taste in the 
mouth ; constant desire to swallow (in throat affections); 
heartburn; acidity of the stomach ; accumulation of flatu¬ 
lence, accompanied with rumbling, in the bowels; pain 
in the back of the neck; pains m the lumbar region; 
pain of a tearing, lancinating character in the left axilla; 
pain in the left heel.” 

It is analogous to Leptandra Virginica (Black Boot) in 
the following symptoms peculiar to that drug : “ Mental 
gloominess, despondency, and drowsiness; dull frontal 
headache; yellow-coated tongue; dull pain in the liver; 
clay-coloured stools; jaundice; rumbling in the bowels, 
and desire for stool; weak feeling in the bowels; dimi¬ 
nishing of the pulse in frequency; coldness of the lower 
extremities.’* 

It is analogous to Ptelea trifoliata (Water Ash), as 
witness the following symptoms, characteristic of that 
drug: “Great mental irritability; dull frontal headache; 
craving for acids; acidity of the stomach; ringing in the 
ears, accompanied with slight vertigo ; yellowness of the 
skin of the face; yellow-coated tongue; sensation as if 
there were a foreign body in the throat; rough feeling in 
the throat; eructations ; colicky pains, with emission of 
flatus; dull pain in the liver; jaundice; ineffectual and 
constant urging to stool; severe aching pain in the 
lumbar region; dull, aching pain in the small of the 
back; pain in left scapula; restless sleep, with bad dreams; 
languor, and depression of spirits.” 

It is analogous to Chelone glabra (Balmony), that drug 
having the following symptoms: “ Jaundice and consti¬ 
pation from torpor of the liver; increase of appetite 
(primarily), and loss of appetite (secondarily).’* 

It is analogous to Bromine , Cvbeba, Lachesis , Mercu- 
rius iodatus, Spongia , Acidum benzoicum , Berberis 
valgaris , and Kali bichromicum. 


Phellandrium Aquaticum in Painfulnbss of the Breast. —Dr. 
W. A. Dewey.—Phellandrium is a useful remedy in painfulness of the 
breast after the child has nursed it dry. Pains seem to course along 
the milk ducts. This is similar to croton tiglium. Under this 
remedy the pain shoots through to the back upon nursing.— Horn. 
Joum. of Ob8tet. 
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SOCIETY’S MEETING. 


BRITISH HOMEOPATHIC SOCIETY. 

The second meeting of the session was held at the London 
Homeopathic Hospital, Great Ormond Street, W.C., on 
Thursday, November 4th, Dr. Neatby, the president, occupying 
the chair. 

Harold V. Miinster, M.B., C.M. Edin., 3, Oakfield Road, 
Croydon, nominated by T. E. Purdom, M.D., and C. Knox- 
Shaw, was re-elected a member. 

The following specimens were exhibited: 1. Congenital 
malformation of heart with explanatory diagram, Dr. J. H. 
Bodman; 2. Adhesive pericarditis, Dr. J. H. Bodman ; 3. A 
dilated Fallopian tube from a case of double hydrosalpinx. Dr. 
Edwin A. Neatby. 

The meeting, under the auspices of the section of general 
medicine and pathology, was devoted to the consideration of 
intracranial diseases, in connection with which Dr. Goldsbrough 
read a paper “ On the diagnosis and treatment of brain 
disease : with special reference to the conditions requiring 
surgical interference, ” in which he discussed the following 
principles of diagnosis which can be used as guides to treat¬ 
ment—viz. (1) Consideration of symptoms, and the significance 
of localisation ; (2) the weight of aetiology; (3) the value of a 
pathological inference. He then applied these principles in 
the following types of lesion, viz. concussion, hemorrhage, 
abscess, tumour, aneurism, meningitis ; from two points of 
view— (a) as indications for the use of drugs ; ( b ) as calling for 
surgical aid. He cited case of meningitis in which trephining 
was performed, illustrating the foregoing principles. Lastly 
he spoke of the results of the treatment of meningitis in 
hospital and private practice, pointing out the reasons of 
failure, and the conditions which promise success. He 
mentioned Calcarea and Iodoform as the most promising 
remedies in this disease. 

This was followed by a paper by Mr. Dudley Wright, entitled 
44 Some aspects of intracranial disease viewed from a 
surgical standpoint,’* in which he alluded to the surgical 
treatment of the following diseased conditions : 1. Meningitis, 
tuberculous and non-tuberculous. 2. Intracranial suppura¬ 
tion, including subcranial, subdural, and cerebral abscess. 3. 
Thrombosis of cerebral sinuses. 4. Intracranial hemorrhage. 
5. Tumours of the brain and its membranes. 6. Congenital 
mental defects. 

His paper was illustrated by some lantern slides. The 


Digitized by AjOOQie 



Homeopathic World.1 
Dec. 1,1807. J 


EXTRACTS. 


557 


discussion which followed was rather limited owing to the 
length of the papers. It was opened by Dr. E. B. Roche 
and Mr. Knox-Shaw. A few others took part in it. Dr. Moir 
did not think surgery had yet done very much in this field. 
The cases in which it promised most were those of intracranial 
suppuration. Dr. J. H. Bodman mentioned a case of cerebral 
tumour which could not be definitely located where trephining 
was performed merely for relief of intracranial pressure, with 
marked improvement for a time. 


EXTRACTS. 


RADIANT HEAT IN ULCERS OF THE LEG. 

Dr. Colleville, professor of Internal Pathology in the 
Rheims School of Medicine, treats ulcers of the leg by 
exposure to heat in a simple way without any very 
elaborate apparatus. All that is required is a square plate 
of metal which will stand heating and a Bunsen burner. 
The blue flame of the latter impinges on the metal so as 
to bring it to a dull red heat, and the ulcer is exposed to 
the action of this at a distance of about ten inches, the 
rest of the limb being protected by bandages. The tem¬ 
perature is about 45° C. which is easily borne, and the 
flame is regulated so as to maintain this temperature at 
the wound during the whole of the sitting, which lasts 
for from twenty minutes to an hour. At the conclusion 
the surface is found to be glazed over, large granulations 
being visible through the semi-transparent coating. It is 
best to leave the ulcer exposed to the air for some time, 
and when it is dressed care should be taken that its sur¬ 
face is not touched by the aseptic gauze or other material 
used. Some improvement is generally experienced by the 
patient even after the first sitting, and cicatrisation is 
completed in from five to twenty-five applications. In the 
later sittings, when the ulcer is nearly healed, a more 
moderate degree of heat may be employed. Where gas 
is not available the heat of the sun or that of a fire may 
be utilised. Dr. Colleville attributes the beneficial effect 
of this method to the combined action of heat, light, and 
ventilation.— Lancet , May 29th. 
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PARALYSIS FROM THE MEDICINAL ADMINI¬ 
STRATION OF ARSENIC . 

In a recent number of the Glasgow Medical Journal 
Dr. Middleton has published an interesting case of a boy, 
aged eleven years, who, on account of a skin affection, had 
Fowler’s solution of Arsenic administered to him in in¬ 
creasing doses. The administration was commenced in 
January and the first symptoms of paralysis appeared in 
March. Examination in the following June revealed com¬ 
plete flaccid paralysis in all four extremities, with atrophy 
and loss of knee-jerks. There was considerable pain on 
pressure of the muscles and nerves, but no obvious im¬ 
pairment of sensibility.— Lancet , May 29th. 


POISONING BY THE PRIMULA OBCONICA. 

By J. Headley Neale, M.B., M.R.C.P. Lond., Physician to the 
Leicester Infirmary. 

On April 9, 1896, Mrs. W., a young married lady, con¬ 
sulted me for a rash which had suddenly appeared the day 
before on her face and hands, “ which itched and burned 
intensely.” On the face the eruption was urticarial, but 
the blotches were too confluent; while on the hands, 
especially between the fingers, it was suggestive of 
scabies. I suspected some local irritant, and finding that 
the soap used was not irritating, I described as carefully 
as I could the flowers of the P. obconica, but she denied 
having handled any. Under a topical soothing applica¬ 
tion the face was soon better, and desquamating, but the 
hands became intensely painful. On the dorsal aspect the 
spots had turned to purple blotches, while the whole 
palmar surface of hands and fingers had become stiff and 
unusable. Two days later the face was comparatively, 
well, the blotches on the dorsal aspect of hands and fingers 
fading, but there was evidence of deep-seated blisters form¬ 
ing at the tip of each finger and above and below each 
phalangeal flexure. To make sure I smartly pricked the 
tip of one finger and a bead of clear fluid escaped. I 
ordered the patient to macerate her hands thrice daily for 
ten minutes at a time in rectified spirit (to which was 
added a fair proportion of tincture of Belladonna ), and 
then to swathe them in lint soaked in glycerine and 
covered with oil silk, relying upon the hygroscopic 
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properties of the spirit and glycerine and the possible 
action of the Belladonna as.an anodyne. The result fully 
justified the experiment. A few days later she told me 
that “ her hands were nearly well,” and she “ could bend 
her fingers.” The first thing that attracted my attention 
as I entered her room was the presence of three fine 
blooms of the P. obconica among other flowers on the table. 
On pointing out that these were the very flowers I had 
been looking for and asking about, she told me she had 
gathered them the day before in the conservatory, and on 
going there I found eight fine plants, some in full bloom, 
which she had been in the habit of watering, &c. That 
they had not bloomed on April 9th, when the rash 
appeared, opens out a fair field for research as to the 
properties of the several parts of this pretty but obnoxious 
plant. 

This case recalls to my mind the result of the enthusiasm 
of a young assistant at the Botanical Gardens in Edin¬ 
burgh. Having in his menial capacity been present at a 
lecture when the late Professor Dickson was descanting 
upon the poisonous properties of the Rhus toxicodendron , 
this inquiring youth straightway broke a twig and 
smeared some of the exuding juice on his left arm, 
appearing at the infirmary a few days later. Never shall 
I forget that arm with its gangrenous-like line of demar¬ 
cation, midway between the shoulder and elbow-joint, 
while below it was intensely red and swollen; one huge 
pemphigoid eruption, some of the “ bullae ” being as large 
as pigeon’s eggs. Nor shall I easily forget the enthusiasm 
displayed upon the faces of Professor Fraser and Dr. 
Murrell as, between the “ clinics ” which were then in 
progress, they watched me making a water-colour sketch 
of the arm. The drawing is no doubt still in Dr. Fraser’s 
possession, and is possibly the only one extant of the 
result of poisoning by Rhus toxicodendron.—British 
Medical Journal , July 29th. 


DROPSY FOLLOWING VARICELLA WITHOUT 
RENAL COMPLICATIONS. 

Dr. Von Starck relates the case of a young girl of 
two years who on the eighth day of convalescence from 
varicella suddenly developed an intense and general 
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anasarca. There was neither headache, nausea, fever, 
nor albumin in the urine, which latter was normal in 
quantity. The abdominal and thoracic organs were 
normal. After ten days the dropsy disappeared com¬ 
pletely, since when she has been in excellent health. 
The disease could not have been a nephritis, as there 
was neither albuminuria nor transitory renal incompe¬ 
tency, of which Janowski has recently reported an 
example ( Semaine MMicale , p. 404, 1896), for the urine 
was wholly normal in quantity and quality, and there was 
neither headache nor nausea. Therefore, he ascribes the 
disease to an affection of the cutaneous blood-vessels, due 
to the virus of varicella. He cites a case reported by 
Quincke (Kiel), where dropsy followed another eruptive 
fever, scarlatina, but where the kidneys were normal .— 
La Semaine Midicale, No. 59, 1896— Hahn. M. 


PHOSPHORUS FOE BACKWARD CHILDREN. 

The observation that the use of Phosphorus in rachitis 
brought about, even after a short time, an amelioration of 
symptoms of nervous irritation, and in backward children 
frequently a marked improvement in their mental con¬ 
dition, led Hartcap {Munch. Med. Wohenschrift) to use 
the remedy in older non-rachitic children with cerebral 
irritation either congenital or produced by acute or 
chronic diseases. He also uses it in children with weak 
minds, who are mentally and bodily incapacitated for life ; 
further, he finds it of use in cases of headache in children 
which are due to cerebral anemia, saying that a great 
number of children are benefited physically and mentally 
by the use of Phosphorus. The dose prescribed ranges 
from 0 0006 to 0'0005 grammes of Phosphorus three times 
a day, an amount about equalling our lx potency.— N. A . 
Journal of Homeopathy. 


Camphor as an Antigalactogogue. —Herrgott {Rev. Med de VEet , 
February 1, 1897) being dissatisfied with the effect produced by the 
usual antigalactogogues, including antipyrin, has tried camphor, and 
finds that grains a day divided into three doses, and given for three 
days, nearly always produce a remarkable diminution of the secretion. 
He has used it in 30 cases, having been first led to try it by the good 
results obtained by Kiener in animals, especially milch cows.— B. M. J. 
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DOUGHTY’S GENITO-URINARY DISEASES AND 
SYPHILIS* 

This book, which is purely clinical, as its full title 
shows, contains the teaching of an experienced and able 
surgeon on the subjects of which it treats, being the 
revised notes of lectures taken by a former student. Its 
title is, unfortunately, misleading (it should have been 
called “ Clinical Lectures”), as it deals mainly with 
diseases of the male organs, bladder, and venereal diseases, 
and hardly touches renal diseases or those of the female 
organs. However, as far as it goes, the teaching is 
sound, common sense, eminently practical, up to date, 
and very readable, and illustrated by numerous cases and 
diagrams. The subject is dealt with from the surgical 
standpoint, and as a result the homeopathy in it is some¬ 
what limited, and in many cases more space might with 
advantage have been given to medicinal treatment, which 
would have added considerably to its value as a book of 
reference. 

We can, however, heartily recommend it, having 
perused its pages with pleasure and profit. 


Alumina in Leucorrhea. — Dr. McElwee. — Profuse yellow, 
corroding discharge ameliorated by cold washes, accompanied by 
burning in rectum and pain in back as though a hot iron were thrust 
through the lower vertebra.— Horn. Joum. of Obstet. 

Cundurango in Mammary Tumours.— It is of use in very hard,*/' 
painful tumours of the breast associated with ulcers in the comers of 
the mouth; this soreness and cracking in the comers of the mouth is 
characteristic of the drug.— Horn . Joum. of Obstet. 

AEthusa 2x or 8x for Vomiting in Infants. —Our chief indication 
is the character of the vomiting, which is very forcible, throwing the 
milk and stomach contents away from the child like water issuing 
from a fire-plug. Immediately or soon after the child will take the 
breast or bottle again, with probable repetition of vomiting.— Hahne - 
mannian Monthly. 


* A Practical Working Handbook in the Diagnosis and Treatment of 
Diseases of the Genito- Urinary System and Syphilis, by S. P. Holden, M.D., 
being notes of Professor F. E. Doughty’s clinical lectures at the 
Flower Hospital, New York, pp. 422. Philadelphia : Boericke and Tafel. 
London: Homeopathic Publishing Co., 12, Warwick Lane, E.C. 

36 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS, NOTES 
AND QUERIES. 

*** In this department we shall be happy to reply to any inquiries 
relating to homeopathy or to the matter of our magazine that our corre¬ 
spondents may like to address to us. We cannot, of course, undertake to 
give medical advice in particular cases, which is the business of a medical 
attendant; but if our medical readers like to put queries to each other 
regarding points of practice or puzzling cases, we shall be happy to insert 
queries and replies. 

T. Roberts, Liverpool. —Your queries 1 and 2 must be referred to 
your family doctor. 

3. Homeopathic medicines, if well corked, keep indefinitely. This 
does not apply to substances like fluoric acid in low potencies, which 
are subject to chemical change. We know of some medicines pre¬ 
pared for Hahnemann which are in use at the present day. 

4. It depends entirely on what homeopathic work you allude to. 
Some old editions of homeopathic works are very valuable. Hahne¬ 
mann’s works will never be out of date. 


APPOINTMENTS, REMOVALS, VACANCIES, 

ETC. 


%* We shall be happy to insert notices of appointments if gentlemen 
will be good enough to forward them to us, and also of posts vacant and 
likely to be vacant, on receiving information from secretaries or com¬ 
mittees. Under this heading also, we shall mention good openings for 
homeopathic practitioners and chemists. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS. 

Dr. Roberson Day has taken rooms at 35, Queen Anne Street , 
('avendish Square , W., where he attends from 11.30 to 1.30 daily. 
He is at home at 31, Netherhall Gardens, Hampstead, on Mondays 
after 7 p.m. 

Dr. Hahnemann has removed from London to Tweed Mounts Bath 
Hoad , Ventnor, Isle of Wight. 


Avrnin. —Recent experiments show {Hardwick's Science Gossip) 
that oats contain a substance, easily soluble in alcohol, which has an 
irritant action on the motor cells of the nervous system. It is a 
nitrogenous substance, apparently of an alkaloid character. The 
quantity present varies according to the quality of the grain and the 
soil on which it is grown. The darker varieties contain more than 
the light. Its composition is given as C a4l H a ,N0 18 . The bruising 
and milling of the oats diminishes the quantity of this substance very 
rapidly, but it is quicker in its action. 

Authorities declare that the increase of dyspepsia, especially among 
young persons, is largely attributed to the extensive use of oatmeal. 
—N. Y. M. T. 
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“SO CHEAP ARE THE BLESSINGS OF 
HOMEOPATHY. * * 

To the Editor of The Homeopathic World. 

Sir, —These are the words of your contributor, Mr. Erskine 
White—words that have frequently been used before, and that 
in the mouths of those who live by orthodox medicine have 
generally elicited a mental, if not a plainly uttered response, 

somewhat in the form of the “D-! they are!” “How is 

homeopathy getting on? ” ask the public, as did a lady to me the 
other day. 4 4 Pardon me, madam, ’ ’ I replied, “I don’t quite under¬ 
stand you. That it is getting on in the sense that it is making 
very fine cures of diseases supposed to be incurable, you can 
see for yourself, and if this is the result of it, it must be getting 
071 . But perhaps you mean, Is there much money being made 
by it? ” “Well, really,” said my lady friend, 44 1 suppose this 
is what I did mean, but I never thought of it in this light.” 

No, and the public don’t think of it in this light—in other 
words, they do not consider what folly it is to estimate the 
value of a great truth not by the real blessings it confers, but 
by its financial success; and that the cheapness of its blessings 
is incompatible with their ideas of success is obviously the 
case. It is so, but it is sad that it is so 1 44 Nothing comes amiss 
so money comes with all ” is a bad principle in medicine. 

Yours, 

Mayfair. 


THE USE OF HIGH POTENCIES. 

To the Editor of The Homeopathic World. 

Sir,— Dr. McLachlan’s valuable paper is so interesting, that 
it seems ungracious to criticise any part of it, and I do so with 
the greatest diffidence. Dr. McLachlan assumes that the 
homeopathic remedy acts in the same direction as that of the 
disease. But, if so, I presume only theoretically, one principal 
object of the homeopath being to give so small a dose that it 
shall neither cause any fresh symptom nor aggravate (that is, 
act in the same direction as) the original disease. 

Nor does the theory seem applicable to isopathy; but it is 
doubtless very difficult to make any theory fit in with both 
homeopathy and isopathy. 
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Dr. McLachlan asks,“ What have we, as therapeutists , to do 
with matter ? ” Ordinary mortals like myself would be 
inclined to answer, “ Everything ” ; although of course the 
answer would not ignore the inculcation of “ faith,” hope, 
and other virtues; nor imply any incompatibility between 
“matter”—an ordinary dose—and such immaterial remedies 
as electricity and physical exercise. The learned author seems 
to answer himself in the same affirmative manner wben he 
remarks that matter is indestructible. Granted ; therefore the 
dose, of whatever attenuation, is, technically, a material 
dose. 

To my mind medical men, as therapeutists, have just as 
much to do with matter as chemists have. Messrs. Savory 
and Moore’s atropised gelatin disks contain the one hundred 
thousandth of a grain of Atropia in each ; yet surely they are 
not exalted beyond the domain of matter ; and, if not, where 
does the realm of matter end and the realm of spirit, or 
immaterial ether, begin ? And when does the Atropia begin to 
lose its chemical properties ? A few years ago I suppose the 
best analytical chemists would have said, long before it reached 
that stage of attenuation. Now I believe there are chemical 
reagents sensitive enough to detect the millionth of a grain ; 
but what analytical chemist would assert that the limit in that 
direction has even yet been reached? It appears, then, 
unscientific to deny that the action of any medicine i£ a 
chemical one, simply because no reagent has yet been dis¬ 
covered sensitive enough to detect any chemical property 
therein. Therefore I maintain, as you, Sir, have kindly allowed 
me to do before, that the action of the infinitesimal dose may 
be a chemical one; and, if so, the words “energy,” “ force,” ^ 
“ spiritual,” “ethereal,” “ immaterial,” &c., may not belong more , 
exclusively to the action of the decillionth of a grain than they 
do to the action of one or more grains of the same substance. 
The absurdity of the chemist does not appear to consist in his 
trying to analyse the homeopathic medicines—for he can analyse 
many now, and he is continually overcoming difficulties of that 
kind—but the absurdity consists in his saying, with the 
precocious chicken, “ What I can’t understand I won't 
believe.” 

I once worked an ordinary electric telegraph instrument with 
a zinc and copper battery in a dram bottle filled with pure 
water; yet I suppose that tiny battery was no more immaterial 
or ethereal than one powerful enough to send a message across 
the Atlantic. 

Dr. McLachlan knows far better than I do how intimately 
mind and matter are related, and how they act and react on 
each other. Where, then, is the difficulty in believing that 1 
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infinitesimal doses act chemically —I suppose on infinitesimal 
cells—and so become transformed, as it were, into vital 
force ? 

Sir, 

Yours very respectfully, 

Ferrum. 


CAPSICUM IN HEMOPTYSIS. 

Sir, — The nephew of a customer of ours came from 
Cornwall to be treated for an affection of the lungs. When 
he arrived in London he began spitting blood. He was 
attended for some time by an old-school doctor, but there 
was no improvement—in fact, all the doctors Baid he would 
not get over it. The uncle had attended the lectures of the late 
Dr. Coffin, and had some of his works. In one of these the 
young man read that cayenne was a remedy for blood-spittiny. 
He obtained some, and mixed a teaspoonful in a bottle of 
water, and took several doses, with the result that the blood¬ 
spitting stopped. He felt better, and began to gain flesh. 
The doctor continued his attendance (although the patient had 
left off taking his medicine). The doctor was astonished, and 
perhaps puzzled, at the result. So rapid was the improvement, 
that instead of requiring some one of his friends to see him 
safe home, he was able to go by himself, and resumed his 
duties. This occurred two months ago. I saw the uncle the 
other day and he told me he had received a very encouraging 
letter from his nephew. There had been no return of the 
blood-spitting, and his health remained good. 

They never told the doctor that when the patient began to 
improve he was taking another medicine than that prescribed 
for him; they said they did not like to tell him the truth, 
adding that most likely he would not have believed the 
story. 

I have an impression that I had Tr. Gapsici given to me 
some years ago for a sore throat. However, I send you this 
for what it is worth. 

Yours truly, 

J. Stevenson. 

24, Stroud Green Road, Finsbury Park, N. 

October 25, 1897. 

[Hering gives “ hemoptysis with dyspnea ” as one of the symptoms of 
Capsicum. It has caused and cured piles, and has many symptoms 
denoting affections of the blood-vessels.— Ed. H. W.] 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



566 


VARIETIES. 


f Homeopathic World. 
L Dec. 1,1397. 


COPPER AND SMALL-POX. 

To the Editor of The Homeopathic World. 

Sir,— With reference to Dr. Heath’s letter on small-pox 
and vaccination, you may remember that a year ago General 
Phelps claimed in The Homeopathic World that small-pox, 
treated homeopathically by Acetate of Copper, was a trifling 
disease. 

It is also now infectious, as proved by the fact that 
none of my twenty workers at Gloucester, who were not 
vaccinated, or only in infancy, contracted small-pox, while 
severaljof those who used the, I suppose, allopathic prophylactic, 
of Permanganate of Potassium contracted the disease. It 
should be considered a great triumph to homeopathy that 
it has so completely defeated this hitherto much-dreaded 
disease. Believe me, yours truly, 

H. Feilden. 


LONDON HOMEOPATHIC HOSPITAL, GREAT ORMOND STREET 
BLOOMSBURY. 

Hours of Attendance :—Medical (In-patients, 9.80; Out-patients, 
2.0), Daily; Surgical, Mondays, Tuesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays. 
2.0; Diseases of Women, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 2.0; 
Diseases of Skin, Thursdays, 2.0; Diseases of the Eye, Mondays and 
Thursdays, 2.0; Diseases of the Throat and Ear, Wednesdays, 2.0; 
Diseases of Children, Mondays and Thursdays, 9.0 a.m.; Operations, 
Tuesdays, 2.80; Dental Cases, Thursdays, 9.0 a.m. 


VARIETIES. 


Diet in Chronic Nephritis. —Dr. J. E. Ferran, in Arch. de la 
PolicUnica of Havana (Am. Med. Surg. Bull.), in an article entitled 
“ A Contribution to the Treatment of Chronic Nephritis,” advises & 
vegetable and fish diet under the following circumstances:— 

1. When the quantity of urine passed exceeds 800 grams in the 
twenty-four hours. 

2. When the urea and the density are somewhat augmented, or, 
at least, normal. 

8. When there is increase of phosphates and phosphoric acid. 

4. When the quantity of albumin is not exaggerated, nor subject to 
great variation. He desires to note that, in order to estimate the 
real quantity of albumin, he would recommend not to use Esbach's 
apparatus, owing to the fact that its reaction at the same time pre¬ 
cipitates mucin, peptone, Ac., which are causes of error. 

5. When there is not great abundance of granular casts. 

6. When the general condition is satisfactory.— N. Y. M, T, 
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Oxygen in Diabetes.— To a man sixty years of age AbcoU il Poli- 
clvnico gave large quantities of oxygen each day for a little over three 
months. During this time the quantity of urine diminished, its 
specific gravity decreased, sugar was reduced to a small proportion, 
and in two months entirely disappeared; three months later the sugar 
had not reappeared, although the patient had gone back to a diet of 
starchy foods. He also gained materially in weight.— N. Y. M. T. 

Nitrate of Silver in Swelled Testicle.— At the Lock Hospital, 
Liverpool, the following method has been in use since 1869, each 
successive physician adopting it in preference to all others. The 
affected testicle is painted with a solution of Nitrate of Silver, two 
drachms to the ounce of distilled water. Strict rest in bed is 
enforced, and the inflamed organ supported on a small pillow. 
Sometimes a second painting is necessary. The immediate relief of 
pain is marked. In a few days the testicle returns to its normal size. 
— Lancet. 


MEDICAL AND SURGICAL WORKS PUBLISHED 


DURING THE 

Abbott (A. C.). The Principles of Bac- I 
teriology: A Practical Manual for 
Students, dec. 4th ed. Cr. 8vo. (H. 1 
K. Lewis. 12s. 6d. net.) 

Broca (A.) and Barbon (F. Lubet-). 
Mastoid Abscesses and their Treat¬ 
ment. Trans, by H. J. Curtis. 12mo. 
(H.K. Lewis. 6s.) 

Burdett’s Official Nursing Directory 
for 1898. Containing an Outline of 
the Principal Laws Affecting Nurses, 
Particulars of Nurse Training 
Schools in the United Kingdom and 
Abroad, Nursing Institutions, Ac., 
and a Directory of Nurses. Cr. 8vo, 
pp. 578. (Scientific Press. 5s.) 

Canney (H. E. Leigh). The Winter 
Meteorology of Egypt and its Influ¬ 
ence on Disease. Boy. 8vo. (Bailli6re. 
3s. 6d. net.) 

Cassell’s Family Doctor. By a Medical 
Man. 8vo, pp. 768. (Cassell. 10s. 6d.) 

Duhring (L. A.). Cutaneous Medicine: 

A Systematic Treatise on Diseases , 
of the Skin. Part 2. Classification, i 
Anaemias, Ac. 8vo. (Lippincott. 12s.) 

Eccles (A. Symons;. The Practice of 
Massage: Its Physiological Effects 
and Therapeutic uses. 2nd ed. Cr. 
8vo, pp. 374. (BaiUi£re. 7s. 6d.) 

Gross (Dr. H.). Comparative Materia 
Medica by the late Dr.C. Herring. 2nd 
ed. Imp. 8vo, pp. 520. J-bd. (30s. net.) 

Illoway (H.). Constipation in Adults 
and Children. With Special Refer¬ 
ence to Habitual Constipation 
and its Successful Treatment by 
Mechanical Methods. 8vo. (Mac¬ 
millan. 17s. net.) 


PAST MONTH. 

Medical School Calendar (The) and 
Guide to Students for Scotland, 1897 
98. Cr. 8vo, limp, pp. 450. (E. A S. 
Livingstone, Edinburgh. 2s. net.) 

Medico-Chirurgical Transactions Pub¬ 
lished by the Royal Medical and 
Chirurgical Society of London. Vol. 
18. 2nd Series. Vol. 62. 8vo. (Long¬ 
mans. 23s.) 

Rabagliati (A.). Air, Food, and Exer¬ 
cises : An Essay on the Predisposing 
Causes of Disease. Cr., pp. 236. 
(Bailli£re. 5s. net.) 

Schwarzbach (B.). Consumption: 
How to Avoid It, and Weak Eyes. 
Two Lectures. Cr. 8vo, pp. vi-107. 
(Digby. 28. 6d.) 

Surgery : Parts, Injuries and Diseases 
of MuscleB and Nerves (Club-Foot, 
Whitlow, Ganglion, Ac.); Venereal 
Diseases, Regional Surgery; Injuries 
and Diseases of the Head (Catechism 
Series), must. Cr. 8vo, sd., pp. 64. 
(Livingstone, Edinburgh. Is. net.) 
System of Medicine (A). By many 
W'riters. Edited by Thomas Clifford 
Allbutt. Vol. 4. 8vo, J-bound, pp. 
894. (Macmillan. 25s. net.) 
Vanlaer (Maurice). L’Alcoolisme et see 
Rem&des (Un F16au Social). Cr. 8vo, 
sd., np. viii-168. (Colin et Cie, Paris. 
Mudie. 2s.) 

Wharton (H. R.) and Curtice (B. F.). 
The Practice of Surgery. A Trea¬ 
tise on Surgery for the Use of Prac¬ 
titioners and Students, must. 
Roy. 8vo. (Lippincott. 25s. net.) 
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TO CONTRIBUTORS, ETC. f Homeopathic World. 

* L Dec. 1,1897. 


TO CONTRIBUTORS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


All literary matter, Reports of 
Hospitals, Dispensaries, Societies, 
and Books for Review, should be 
sent to the Editor, Dr. Clarke, 
30, Clarges Street , W. 

All advertisements and business 
communications to be sent to the 
“Manager” of the Homeopathic 
Publishing Company, 12, Warwick 
Lane, Paternoster Row, London, 
E.C. 

Literary matter and corres¬ 
pondence should be sent to us not 
later than the 12th of each month. 
Proofs will be sent to contri¬ 
butors, who are requested to cor¬ 
rect the same and return to the 
Editor as early as possible. 


CORRESPONDENTS. 
Communications received from 
Mr. J. Stevenson, London; Dr. 
Cooper,London; Dr. Waddington, 
Bradford ; “ Ferrum,” Wantage; 
Dr. Hahnemann, Yentnor; Dr. 
Day, London; Messrs. Parke, 
Davis & Co., London; Mr. H. 
Feilden, Derby. 


BOOKS AND JOURNALS 
RECEIVED. 

Zoophilist.—Horn. Review.— 
Allg. Horn. Zeit.—Chemist and 
Druggist. — Horn. Recorder. — 
(’Unique.—Civil Service Record.— 
H. Maandblad. — Rev. Horn. 
Beige. — Secolo Omeopatico. — 
Order Golden Age.—Pacific Coast 
Jour, of H.—Med. Era.—Minn. 
Horn. Mag.—Horn. Physician.— 
Calcutta Jour, of Med.—Archiv. 
f. H.—Maanedsckrift f. H.— 
Star Lore.—H. Monatsblatter.— 
New Eng. Med. Gaz. — Horn. 
News.—Hahn. Monthly.—Horn. 
Envoy.—J. of Orif. Surg.—Vacc. 
Inquirer.—Critique.—La Homeo- 


patia.—Med. Visitor.—American 
Med. Monthly.—PubUc Health 
Jour.—N. Y. Med. Times.—Horn. 
Envoy.—Medical Monat. f. H.— 
Hahnemann Convalescent Home, 
Bournemouth: Appeal. — An 
Indian Romance.—Handbook to 
Workmen’s Compensation Act. 



CONTENTS OF NOV. NUMBER. 
Leading Article : 

The Case of Caspar Hauser. 

News and Notes. 

Original Communications: 
Arborivital Medicine. 

The Use of High Potencies in the 
Healing of the Sick. 

Notes by the Way. 

Cases from Lay Practice in New South 
Wales. 

Small-pox Inoculation. 

Materia Medica Miscellany. 

Myrica Cerifera. 

Medical Reviews and Advertising of 
Medical Books in Lay Journals. 

Institution : 

Norwich Homeopathic Dispensary. 
Reviews : 

Hahnemann and Darwin. 

Twenty-five Reasons for not being a 
Homeopath. 

Humanitarian Essays. 

Appointments, Removals, Vacancies, 
etc. 

Dr. Burford. Dr. Munster, Gerard 
Smith. Dr. Newbery, and Dr. Ernest 
E. P. Tindall, R.N. 

Obituary. 

Hugh Cameron, M.R.C.8. 

General Correspondence. 
Hahnemann on Provings. 

Dr. Proctor’s Address. 

Inoculation in India. 

Varieties. 

Medical and Surgical Works. 

To Contributors and Correspon¬ 
dents. 
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